
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 




■■ 






^-. 







""??BP"-' 



. -^-'^ 



IE 



' ,-^- -»**• «., ^.> •-. ■•l.^ ^^ 




(v 



\ i 

U 
4 



% ■ 



y Google 



' 4 
] h 



itw..-»«*-^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



.^i 



4 



. 



y Google 



y Google 



«PV^^iil^**^MP« 



BIOGRAPHICAL 

ANECDOTES 



OF THE 



FOUNDERS 



FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

AND OF OTHER 

j EMINENT CHARACTERS, 

WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES 

IK THE PROGRESS OF THS 

REVOLUTION. 



VOL. n. 



LOUDON: 

PRINTED rOR R. PHILLIPS, 

ANO SOLS BY MR. jpHNSON, ST. PAUl'S CIIURbu-YARD; 

AND MR. SEBRETT, PICCADILLY. 



1798. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



y Google 



t^itmUmUmmmHrn^^^^im^m^ 



PR E F A C E. 



A HE Firft Volume of thef^ Anecdotes 
having experienced a very favourable recep- 
tion^'and been tranflatcd into feveral foreign 
languages, the Editor feels himfelf encouraged 
to prefent a Second Volume to the Public. 

He has been indebted for materials in this, 
as in the former Volume, chiefly to the com- 
munications of various intelligent Foreigners, 
feveral of whom were aftors in the .fcenes 
they have defcribed. The fafcinatiiig and 
aimoft romantic article refpe6ling Louve'T, 
and the no lefs interefting and tragical one 
under the head Lazare, were of courfe only 
to be fupplied from their own publifhed me- 
moirs: the Editor conceives he Ihall not in- 
cur the cenfure of any reader, for having 
preferved in this permanent form, two-fuch 
exceedingly curious documents. — The truely 
able and original article refpefting Brjs^ 
SOT was drawn up by an Englifli Gentle- 
man whole name has long been defervedly 
5 ' refpeft- 
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IV PREFACE. 

^ rcipcflcd in the republic of letters, and who 
for many years was the intimate friend and 
corrcfpondcnt of that great man. 

The lives of Brissot, Condorcet, Mi- 
ll abeau, and Lou VET arc given in the pre- 
fent Volume although their names occurred 
alfo in the former one ; a contparifon, will 
howcvcc, evince, that thefe prime articles 
have in this fecond Volume been compofed 
from fources at once new and valuable*- and 
that there does not exift any ufelefs repetition. 

Notwithftanding much pains, it is probable 
that a faftidious critic may occafionally de- 
te6l in fbme of the articles an exotic idiom j 
the candid reader will, however, confider, 
that in a work neceflarily compofed from a 
variety of communications, fopie inequalities 
in the flyle would be unavoidable. 

In refpe6t to errors in dates, or in points of 
faft, if fuch fliould be difcovered, the Editor 
will thankfully attend to any corrcftions 
which may be tranfmitted to him ; in exte- 
nuation of thelc, as well as the other fins of 
the whole work, he can only obferve, that, he , 
has been afhiated folely by an ardent love of 
truth, and a fincere attachment to a well- 
regulated liberty. 

London, Auptfi z$ti, 1798* 
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F O UN D E R S 



OF THE 



./FRENCH REPUBLIC, 



JEAN PIERRE BRISSOT, 



XX7*AS born on the 14th of January 175+5 at 
Ghartres, the capital of the territory of the 
Chartraine and Beauce^ now included in the depart- 
ment of Eure, His father was a traiteur^ fupplying 
individuals or families with dinners at jtheir own 
apartments, and acquired confiderablc wealth, with 
an ummpeached character. 

After receiving a good education, both at fchool 
and at college, Briflbt was fent to Paris to purfue 
his preparatory fludies, and was afterwards placed 
with an avocat^ or counfeller in parliament. But 
taking an averfion to the profeffion of the law, and 
applying the money deftined for a proficiency in it, 
to the ftudy of general literature \ he difobliged his 
father, who, being fuperflitious, and influenced by 
his eldefi fon, withdrew his ufual fupplies. 

He then bore the name, or title of de OuarmlUy 
from that of a fmall property at a little diftance from 
Chimes, which had been deftined for him by his 
father. He afterwards changed it into de Warville^ 
by fubftituting the Englifh ^for the Ou ! from an 
. ' . ' early 



dbyGee^ 



(^ BRISSOT. 

early partiality to England, which he then idolized as 
the land of liberty. 

It was probably that partiality which improved a 
flight acquaintance into an intimaey^and marriage 
with Mademoifelle Dupont> who was employed by 
Madame Genlis, as reader to the princefs, her pupii. 
The mother of Mademoifelle Dupont, kept a lodg- 
ing-houfe at' Boulogne, frequented principally by the 
Englifli ; fome of whom the daughters had occa- 
tionally accompanied into^ England ; they had thuJ 
acquired a knowledge of the Englifli language, and 
an acquaintance with feveral intelligent quakers. 

In his Engtifli enterprize, Mr. Burke, with a dif- 
regard to truth, which would difgracc a libeller in 
the garrets of St. Giles, repref^nts htm as employed 
, by* the government and the police, as a fpy and thief* 
later; and accufes him with having been a pick- 
pocket ! • 

BrifTot, who was not without failings, had none, 

which could impeach the mcft delicate integrity. He 

^ was honeft and difinterefted to a degree, which, to 

Burke, hackneyed in the paltry intrigues and debafing 

hopes of factious parties, muft have been incredible. 

At the time he became united to Mifs Dupont, 
inftead of availing himfelf of her intereft to obtain 
fome fituation in the purlieus of the court or the 
Palais Royal^ he detached her from her engagement, 
relied on his literary talents for their future fupport, 
^ and determined to make England the theatre of hi$ 
utility and fame. ' 

He was then printing his work, De la Veritiy 

which, though not mafterly or abounding with new 

^ truths, 
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BRISSOT. 7 

truths, was the idol of his heart, and the Bads 
on which '^e wiflied to reft his reputation, if 
his friends liad exerted a fufficient degree of com- 
plaifance to read it. He had alfo commenced air 
abridgment of treaties on " Crimina^ Law," but- 
3id not feledi them with fufficient difci"imination. 

Thofe produftions, ^yhich in the manner of all 
young authors, he confidered as z future fortune^ he* 
carried with him to Boulogne, in hi& way^to Eng* 
land. , ^ ' ' 

There, his finances failing, andfeerng no great 
probability of af&ftance from his wife^s family, he 
incautioufly fell into a fnare, by liftening to propo- 
fals from the proprietors and managers of the Courur 
De la Europe, , ' 

That connexion did wot long continue, from- 
the difcordant principles of the parties, and Brif- 
"fot, having warmed his imagination, by fome con- 
^veriations with philofophers and queers m England, 
conceived and commenced one oi thofe benevolent 
exfravagancies, for which he was always diftin- 
gniflied. 

Almoft unknown in any part of the world, and 
particularly in . England ; at the age of three or 
four and twenty, learning the elements of know- 
ledge, and with only a fmaU fum of money fur- 
nifhed by an aflbciate who relied on his talents ; 
he announced in 1782, a plan of correfpondence' 
aTid alTociation of all the friends of literature and 
liberty throughout Europe ; and took a houfe in 

Newman 
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Newman Street, where the central committee wai; 
to hold its fittings ! 

That effort making ro impreffion on the public^ 
unlefs it occafioned a fmile by its extravagance i he 
commenced a periodical work> on the Literature^ 
ArtSy and Politics of England* 

In fome difEcukies attending that undertakings 
he availed himielf of this acquaintance of the Rev^ 
Mr. GardnoTy vitar of Batterfea, to be intro- 
duced to David fFilliamSy who had been fome 
time in Mr. Gardnor^s neighbourhood, occupied 
by peculiar plans or expenment$> on the education 
of youth. 

It maybe obferved,iji the firft number oilAsAnnalfSy- 
where he mentions his new acquaitance, Williamsy 
that he bids adieu to his former creed, from Montef- 
quieu and Blackftone,and avows his attachment to the 
principles developed^in Letters on Political Liberty^ 
which he afterwards, by his afliduit/bs with Mirabeau 
and Sieyes, rendered in a great degree, the principles 
of the firft French conftitution. 

Aflifted by an expatriated marquis Pelleport, he 
tranflated that pamphlet, and had the indifcretion to 
permit notes to be added relating to the court of 
France* 

De Morande feduced his aiTociate into France \ 
and Brijfot happening at the time to be at Boulogne 
on a fliort vifit to his mother-in-law, they were both 
conveyed to the Baftille. 

His family in England, by that event, was plunged 
into the deepeft d^flrefs. The perfon who had em- 

barkqdi 
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barked with him in the literary undertaking, and had ^ 
furniflied the money, took poflefjion of the houfe anct 
furniture ; groundlefs and malignant imputations 
were difFufed refpefting the views and charafter of 
Briffot; and the authors of his misfortunes, who 
had betrayed him into* the hands of power, joined 
the general clamour, andj as ufual, covered their 
turpitude with the mafk of zeal for integrity anc^ 
honour. 

In that fituation a few perfons only were at the* 
trouble to perceive the truth, and to afford fuccQur 
and confolation to the family of Briffot. , 

Madame Briffot (then Madame de- War wi lie) re- 
dbllefting the former patronage of the houfe of' 
Orleans, as the only probable refuge, battened to 
France, and threw herfelf at the duke's feet, who 
interefted himfelf fo cffeftually, that Briffot was 
admitted to the ufual trial on fuch occafions, which 
confifted merely of an examination by the officers 
of flate ; and was difcharged on condition he fliouW 
never refidein England, and (hould difcontinue his 
Political Review. 

The duke de Orleans who cherifhed the difpofi- 
tions then arifing in France, to difcufs and cenfure the 
meafures of government, beheld in Briffot an inftru- 
ment for his purpofe'; made him fecretary in his 
chancery, placed him under thedire£lion of the mar- 
quis Du Creft, his chancellor, and brother to Ma- 
dame Genlis, who was at that time, the heroine of 

the political drama at the Palais Royal. 

Briffot 
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Briflbt wa$, for fome time, fupremely happy in 
that fituation.' He had an income far beyond his 
wants, amounting nearly to five hundred louis a 
year, he was in the confidence of the political cabal 
which then exhibited no fymptoms of its future 
atrocity, and within the limits prefcribed him, he 
built a,s many caftles in the air as his heart de« 
fired. But all limits were galling chains on his 
imagination ; and in proportion as American events 
propagated the founds of freedom, he fickened for 
America, as the only land of liberty and happi« 
nefe. 

Briflbt, though wholly deftitute of the rich and 
captivating imagery of eloquence, had an ardour 
and vivacity which were wonderfully fedaftive j he 
had alfo in every thing the inimitable air of the 
pureft integrity ; he therefore eafily prevailed on fe- 
veral of his acquaintance to form a common (lock, 
and to depute him to America, to fix on a diftrlcft^ 
to be purchafed by the fociety, where a colony of 
Fxenchmen, with all their mo^ral find fecial habits, 
were to be organifed into a republick, on the ideas 
of the Britifh Alfced, as illuftrated to him by his 
Engliih mafter. 

His travels in America, are known from his 
publications. But it is not equally knqwn that, in 
1788, returning thrx>ugh England feCretly,, an ac- 
count of his engagements with his own government, 
he confulted his " oracle," as he called him, who 
told Briflbt he had viewed America only as a vifi- 

to^i 
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tor; that it might be feenby the conduft of Franklin 
and others that the ftate of (bciety there would not 
fuit a cultivated European ; that Calonne and Nee* 
kcr, who contended for power, agreed in meafures 
which infured a revolution in France ; and that 
France would foon open a theatre for his aflivity 
and love of glory. 

He inftantly formed the determination of devoting 
his talents to France, which he ftrongly exprefled 
to the friend ♦ who accompanied him to his Men- 
tor, and though he afterwards frequently differed 
with that Mentor, he adhered to his refolution to 
the hour of his death. * '^ - 

Briflbt firft carried into France the idea of orga^ 
ntzing a community, by forming deputations, and 
deputations of deputations, to produce a general 
will. It is an cxtenfion and improvement of the 
plan of the Britifli Alfreds 

But though Europe has been fickened with the 
words organizing^zni organizatioHj events have prov- 
ed, that Briflbt and his fucceflfors, in the formation 
of feveral French cpnftitutions, liave never tho- 
roughly comprehended Ae ideas of Alfred, or the 
theory derived from them by his Englifh inter- 
preter. 

The novelty of thofe ideas in France, threw a 
luftre around BrifTot, which his abilities and fcnow- 



* Mr. B-<— — , who IS Hild to be preparing a Life of Briflbt for a 
refpcdlablc periodical woffc. . ' 
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ledge were not afterwards able to fupport. When 
the approach and formation of the ftates-geiieral 
threw off the reftraints of the prefs, he was diftin- 
guiihed among the writers who drew publick atten- 
tion, and confulted by the principal leaders, on the 
principles and meafures to be adopted; and when 
it became ncceflary to render Paris aftlve, he *re- 
duced his Englifli theory to pradlice j it was orga- 
nized into fe£tioits intimately connefted and formed 
into a regulated power : and when that power had 
forced and taken the Baftille, the keys of the for* 
trefs were carriej in triumph to his lodgings. 

From that moment, Brifibt's charader afiumed a 
new form^in which a benevolent, but intoxicated 
ambition took the lead. On the .. rejmeval of the 
Breton dub from Verfailles to the Jacobin monaftery 
at Paris, the keys ©f the Baftille conveyed him to 
its prefidency, and feeling early fymptoms of force 
in that aftonifh^ng club, he perceived it to be the 
readieft inftrument to obtain the firft honours of the 
revolution. 

Warned from England of obvious dangers from 
the power of that club and its affiliations, he 
renolmced his firft and beft acquaintance, by a long 
filence, and ufed his utmoft efforts by his news- 
paper, called Patriot Franfossy and by pamphlets, 
to exchange individual correfpondence, for that of. 
French and Englifh focieties. Having fome ac- 
quaintance with feveral members of thofe focieties, 
in both kingdoms, he acquired great influence by 

tJiat 
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BRISSOT. 13 

that manuoevre, and at the difTpIutlon of the ftates- 
general) he had inflirsd his election into the legifla« 
tive aflemWy. 

Ib that affembly, Briflbt, although nreither an ora- 
tor nor a ftatefman, greatly diftinguiflied himfelf 
by an unceafing jealoufy of the cdurt, bythe in- 
troduftion of the ftrongeft piovifions in behalf of 
liberty, from the Englifli and American confl:ituti6ns,* 
and by the art which he bad learned from his unfuc- 
cefsful enterpriises, of drawifig around him men of 
fiiperioiir talents and' knowledge. He thus formed* 
the party of the Girondifts,confifting of the deputies 
of La Gironde ; and was allowed in praftical meafures 
to take thp leJd of Condorcet, Guadet, Roland, Cla- 
viere, Genfonne^ &c. men of iuperiour learning, 
knowledge, and talents. In that fituation, the 
:Court ailailed his character and integrity ; and the, 
memoirs of M. Bertrand de Molleville, leave the 
kicautious reader in doubt concerning his integrity^ 
But if M. Bertrand could have fixed the ftain un-. 
equivocally, he would aifurcdly have done it. There 
are many perfons now living, of at leaft equal re- 
putation with M. Bertrand, who knew, that during the 
fpirited animadverfions of Briflbt, on the cabals at 
court, which he denominated jftifhian Cerftmitteesy 
a hundred thoufahd livreswere tendered as the price 
of either his filcnce or his fi-iendihip ; and that 
livirtg in a garret, into. which he afcended by four 
flights of flairs, and having a wife and three chil- 
drcHj depending on hi« ftipend as deputy, and the 
" . C , trifling- 
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14 BRISSOT. 

trifling produce of his newfpapcr, he declined the offer 
"without noife or oftentation. 

While the probability remained, that the confti- 
tution would be eftablifhed, he attempted a renewal 
of his former correfpondence in England, to obtain 
information on the adminiftration of our laws -y and 
it is faid he procured fome hints on that fubje<9: from 
Mr4 Jeremiah Bentham, But, not being fully fatis- 
ficd, he endeavoured to recover the friendfhip of his 
former couniellor, and fent Pethion to be inftrufled 
Jn the general forms and pra£lice of the adminiftra- 
tion of Englifb jurifprudence. 

Pethion, however, thought himfelf above the ne- 
ceflity of taking much trouble. He received written 
diredions refpediing the courts, and the neceflary 
explanations to comprehend the nature of thieir 
inftitutions, their practice, and their abufes. He 
once attended at the Old Bailey, and fpent the reft 
of his time at the ^meetings ^f the revolution 
ibciety. 

In the mean time Briffot, by his influence in the 
Jacobin club, was making rapid acquifitions of poli- 
tical power. So deftitute was the ruling party of 
the talents of ftatefmen, that the v^ry flight know- 
ledge he had obtained of England, Holland, and 
America, gave him the principal direction of the^ di- 
plomatic and military committees of the aflembly; 
and when the club, by its influence in the legiflature, 
cnilhed the King's minifters in fucceflion^ Louis 
ient to Br.iiTot, deilred he would nominate minifters 
/ " agree- 
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agreeable to the fociety, and Roland, Claviere, Scr- 
van, &c. were a&ually nominated by him. 

The means of introducing Dumouricz arc not 
known 10 the writer of this iketch; but it w;as an 
crrour fetal to the revolution, as it changed its na- 
ture and charader. 

Dumouriez, who had more of the good and evil 
talents of a ftatefman than all the other minifters, and 
to whom BriiTot was for feme time a complete dupe, 
diverted the publick niind from a gradual and im« 
proving attention to national inftitutions, and sproufed 
its latent but habitual pai&on for wan 

Under the direction of Dumouriez, Brillot coUe^^d^ 
the force of the Girondifts, who inflaqfied the aiTem-v 
i)ly againft the emigrants and their proteftors, and 
induced an immediate declaration of war againft 
Auftria. By that meafure the great objeft of the 
•French revolution, th« eftablifliment of a juft and 
equitable conftitution, was loft, or fufpended, and 
is not to be recovered, probably, by the prefent* 
generation. 

The military charafter cdntrouling and obliterat- 
ing the moral, the efforts of true philofophy became 
fecohdary and occafional, and France dircSed her 
proceedings by the flu£l:uating fpirit of war. 

Briflbt was certainly a votary of true Philofophy, 
whenever he heard her voice, or clearly Ainderftood 
her principles : but thofe principles were not familiar 
to his mind; they were not always of his own ac- 
quifition j and the fimpliclty and integrity of his 
C 2 heart 
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l6 BRISSOT. 

heart' induced him to confide in others with blind 
credulity. 

The firft fruits of the war were the atrocities of 
the 2d aid 3d of September 1792, which appalled 
the fpirit of Eriflbt ; for though he retired in dif- 
guft from the Jacobin club, he did not demand and 
• procure th6 puniflimcnt of thS authors of thofe atro- 
citieS) who foon improved impunity into a claim 
"Xi dominion. Even on the celebrated loth of Au- 
gufl he was not a principal; and in all the vigoroo3' 
and dreadful movements which the diipofition to war 
had generated^ BrifTot only acquiefced when they 
(earned to favour the caufc of libcjty. 

At every praflicab.le interval, be,united his efforts 
with thofe of the (Jirondifts to form the public 
mind into a difpofition for order and regulated li- 
berty, and to deyife fuch inftitutions as would pro- 
nicte thofe ends: but the fong of War had deafened 
the nation to all other founds, and his remaining 
ftruggles with various temporary foccelFes were in a 
tempeft which he had affifted to cremate, and which 
bft^ overturned, or menaced all the inftitutions of 
Europe. 

In the fufpenfioii and dethronement of the Kingi 
and in the proclamation of » republic, Briilbt affifted 
with zeal and alacrity: and the idea of a CoN- 
VENTI0N% paramount to all legiflatures, was firft 
given by him; but it was of Englifh importation; 
jt wss the mycle-^gemot pf Alfred, with a' modern 
name; it was the Saxon afiembly, which tried 

king«,. 
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kings*, and approved or condemned the afts of 
legiflation, , 

Hut that idea, like all the others haftily adopted 
in France at the time, was not fully * underftood, 
and the; Convention became a defpot, a legiflature, 
a court of juftice, a magiftrate of police,— a many- 
hceided monfter, which nearly defolated the country 
that produced it. * 

In the two general objeAs of the convention, the 
trial of the King, and the eftablifhment of the con- 
ftitution, Briflbt was aftive and zealous, until he 
perceived the Jacobins, led by Marat, ^obefpierre, 
Jcc. were trampling on all forms and principles of 
juftice, had declared for the death of Louis, whatever 
might be the refult of enquiry and trial, and werv 
prepared to transfer the defpotifm of a military go« 
vernnient from the King and Nobles, to a few de* 
^magogues fupported by an armed and defperate 
populacet 

He eagerly fought affiftance, at home and abroad, 
to form a conftitution, that the convention might 
be diflblved ; Imt he fought it too late. He alio 
wifhed to favc the King 5 but his wiihes were too 
late. 

The unneceffary (acrifice of Louis, in fpite of an 
intimidated majority of the Convention, difcouraged 
the party of BrifTot, and heightened the horrible au- 
dacity of the Jacobins; who, drawing over to them 
" Pache, the minifter of war, embarraffed the Generals 

. ' * Vidt Letters on Policical Liberty, printed by Evans in the 
Strand, and reprinted by Ridgway. 

C 3 and.. 
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and armies, and, by difgufting Dumouriez into per- 
fidy, and mifloading other commanders into defeat, 
•involved the ruling party in deep difgrace, and 
conducted its leaders to the fcaffold. 

The violences preparatory to that event were not 
coloured with the ufual pretenfions of juftice. The 
Girondifts held the fceptre they had wrefted from 
Louis, with trembling hands; furrounded with a 
national guard of fifty thoufand men, they flirunk 
at the howl of Marat and his ragged myimidons; 
they fufFered the Jacobins to fraternife with Bands 
of banditti, dHcarded fervants, fmugglers, &c who 
fought bread ^nd fhelter in Paris* Crimes were 
committed in progrefiive en6rmity, as experiments 
on their fears; and fufpicion and contempt fucceeded 
the refpe£l and confidence with whith the publiq 
bad regarded their talents and virtues. v 

They were therefore implicated as criminals in 
all the misfortunes of their country; and Briilbt, as 
the fuppofed leader, was held amenable for the corl- 
fequences of the war with Englaixl, for the defeats' 
2nd perfidies of Domouriez, and all the calamities of 
France during the adminiilration of the minifters 
which he had originally appointed. 

It is not neceflary, at this time, to exonerate the 
memoiy of Briffot from thefe imputations. 

1 he war with England he deemed impoffibIe!» 
until the condu6t of the Engliih jpiiniftry rendered 
it inevitable. His credulity jiad relied on the deda- 
ations of the miifionaries of £ngli(h focieties, and par** 
:kularly on thofe of Thomas Paine, that boftilities 

againft 
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againft the French revolution would produce a civil 
war. He pronounced it as his decided opinion that the 
firft body of £ngli& troops dire£led againft France 
wouldbe followed, hoftilely, by fixty thoufand of the 
revolutionifts and republicans of England. 

He was,' as ufual, ftunned when the event ap« 
. proached, with an unequivocal chara£ier of deters 
mined hoftility, fo contrary to his cxpeftations. 
He faw in it the prognoftics of the fete of his 
party; and when he had read the 'Opinion of the 
committee^ on which the Convention declared war 
by acclamation, his hair literally ftood on end, and 
he left the tribune with ftrong fymptoms of defpon* 
dency and horrour. 

In all his political conduct, no juft imputation can 
be laid on his integrity. His errours were nume« 
rous, and his impetuofity blameable ; but his inten« 
tions were always honeft and pure. When all forms 
of law, government, and juftice were diffipated bj 
violence — when the Convention furrendered him and 
his afibciates to an armed banditti, his behaviour was 
calm and collected. While confined', as he was at' 
firft, to his own houfe, he made his eicape, and had 
nearly reached Switzerland, but was retaken and 
committed to prifon. . •, 

Though his imprifonment was clofe and fevere, 
and attended with many infulting and cruel circum- 
ftances, he bore them .with the temper and refolutioa 
of innocence; and whan he accompanied one and 
twenty yiaims to the fcaffold, moftjof them bis deac^ 

and 
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and excellent friends, his deportment was firm and 
calm; he faw fixteen perifh before him; and in a 
/torrent of innocent blood he fubmitted to his cruel 
fete, crying out with his laft breath — ^** May the 
Republick be preferved ! '* 

* Briflbt was rather fhort in ftature, and ftooped a 
little in the (boulders. He was flight in his frame, 
but tolerably proportioned ; his features, particu- 
larly his eyes, were lively and expreffivc of talents 
and good nature. 

In private life he was afFeftionate, honourable, 
■andjuft; an indulgent hufband and father^ and a fin- 
cere and wartn friend. ^ 

As a fcholar and a man of knowledge, he was not 
of the firft order; he attempted every thing, but 
was not a deep or correct proficient in any province 
cf learning or fcience. 

As a, politician, his heart was better direfted than 
his head ; he wanted knowledge of mankind. His 
reafon was therefore mifled by his imagination; and 
his credulity and reliance on the pretenfions of others 
rendered him totally unfit for any important fliare 
in the adminiftration of national bufinefs. 

He adopted a fyftem, without fuiRcient examina- 
tion; and when it failed, his remedy was to adopt 
another, inftead of profoundly penetrating the cha- 
ra£ler and circumftances of his country, and deriving 
ia pradlicable and efFedual fyftem from that only ufe- 
ful fource. For this high and fublime duty he cer- 
tainly poffeffed not the rieceflary genius; and It 
t proved 
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proved to France a real misfortune; for h€, at one 
time, pofleiTed both (he power and the inc}ioation to 
render it important fervices/ 

From the diffolution of the monarchy, in Augufl: 
1792, to Jan. 19, 1793, when Louis wascondemned^ 
Briffot was, in effect, King of France, without any 
of the great talents which commonly lead to fuch 
power, or diredl a man to exercife it, either to 
his own glory or {o the general advantage of his 

He failed, not by the general giddinefs o^ luMpn 
elevation: the iron fceptre, whictf the rJyojf "^oi 
held out to him, he had not the heart to wield, ^ itie 
Jacobins perceived his fcruples and his timidity j pre- 
cipitated him from his elevation ; and cruflied France 
with the power which (hould only have awed her 
into order, peace, and liberty, 

I.I£UT.-GBK£RAL HAYDY(7, 

I knew Mr. Haydyn in London, he was then 
about twenty»fix years of age, and lived in an ob- 
fcure lodging in Newport- ftreet, near St. Martin*s- 
lane. 

He was a Weftphalian by birth, but fpoke £ng« 
lifli admirably, confidering that he was a foreigner 
who -had not vifited this country until he had arrived 
at man's eftate. 

The American war opened an ample field to ad- 
venturers of all kinds, and Germany poured forth 
her mercenary fquadrons at the bidding of the Eng- 

lifh 
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lifli government, which fquandered the wealth of the 
nation in orJer to cnflave its colonies. Haydyn 
ferved with the foreign troops, rofe to the rank of 
Lieutenant ♦, and when the war was concluded, he 
returned to Britain on half-pay. 

It was at this period I met him, and the fir ft 
time I faw him was during a vifit to the Baron de 
Grothoufe, who then refided at Chefterfield-houfe. 
The Baron was a Hanoverian, and had been Aid- 

J to the prefent King of Great Britain, 
h and be came from different parts of Ger- 
Dut they confidered each other as country- 
men, and even as. friends, here. They were fat^d, 
however, to embark in oppofite fchemes of life, to 
adopt a different Irne of politicks, and even to fight 
againft each other. 

Haydyn, afliamed perhaps of having ferved againft, 
in order to oppr,efs the Americans, determined to 
fupport the caufc of liberty in Holland. He ac- 
cordingly took part with the Dutch againft the 
Stadtholder. ^ The conteft, however, proved unfor- 
tunate, for the Duke of Brunfwick at the head of 
^ body of chofen troops marched to the confines of 
the Zuyder Zee^ and gave law to the tiollanders by 
means of Pruffian bayonets. 

The Biron de Grothoufe, who was ^ fingular 
chara(fter, ferved in the Duke of Brunfwick's army, 
and adally attacked Jmd carried a Dutch fort, by 
^ ■ ■■■ " ■ • ' ■ ■ " II . I , 1 1 . I - 

• I have been informed that he entered as a private, a circum- 
ftance not uncommon for mcj* of reputable families in Germany. 

means 
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means of a body of vojunteer cavalry. Th^ moft 
furprifing part of the ftory however is this; the 
Bsiron actually made the charge on foot, and kept 
up, and entered with the horfe ♦. 

On that occafion Haydyn was obliged td yield to 
fuperiour fortune, and became the prifoner of his 
intimate acquaintance the Baron de Grothoufe. 

France about this time opened her arms to jthc 
diftrefled patriots of every country. She was about 
to contend fcr liberty, independence, nay even for 
her exiftence as a nation j fhe confequently felt a 
congenial fpirit with the oppreffed of all natipns, 
and became particularly interefled in behalf of the 
Dutch emigrants. 

A large body of them was accordingly levied un- 
der the name of the Batavian Legiok, and it 
muft be owned that they have fervcd the republick 
with great and uncommon fidelity. 

Haydyn was one of the moft zealous officers in 
this corps, and having diftinguifhed himfelf repeat- 
edly, rofe from ftep to ftep, until he obtained one 
of the higheft ranks in the French fervice. 

Along with the Dutch troops he entered Holland, 
fought feveral bloody (kirmifhes, croffed the Waal 
on the ice, during a winter lincommonly fevere, 
drove out the adherent of the Stadtholder, and Ba- 
tavia once more afliimcd the name of a republick. 



• I heard this anecdote of my old friend from a young Pfuflian- 
of&cery who was prefent on the occafion and witnefled the ma- 
ftocuvre. 

Haydyn 
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" Haydyn of xourFe profited by^Tie good fortune of 
tlie French and the gallant condu6l of his own legion, 
for he is now a Lieutenant^General^ although he is 
not yet 40 years of age. 

BARBAROUX* 

Had the GirondtJfsphVig^ the party of^he Mfiun^ 
fain to fuccumb, and thus prevented all thehorrours 
that enfued after their own fall, this young man wouM 
have afted a very confpicuous part under the repub* 
iican government. But he wa^ fnatched away in 
the prime of life, and we have fcarcely any thing to 
record concerning him, but his talents and his mif- 
fortunes, 

Barbarpux was born at Marfcilles, originally a 
Greek colony, and to the impetuous fpirit of the 
inhabitants of the fouth of France, he'feems tp have 
added that zealous attathment to the caufe of liberty 
which charafterifed the firfl founders of his native 
dty. 

Having become 'intimate with Roland, in 1792, 
in confequence of the troubles in the fouth, he fup- 
ported his plarts of government j but out of a cer- 
tain degree 6f delicacy, he vifited him but fddom, 
after the latter had become minifter of the home 
department, for he was accuftomed to obferv^, 
" that the integrity of a reprefentative of the people, 
like Cafar's wife, fhould be unfufpeSed," 
C Baibarcux .had great influence with the wM/r/J/l 
Ids in Paris, and by their means proteiSled his friend 

Roland, 
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Itoland, when his houfe was affailed by a q^ol?,^ m 
coniequenee of the intrigues of the Jacx)bins. 

As a deputy for the department of Bouches'^du* 
Rhone^ he was the declared enemy of the Robefpier" 
rian faSion, and on the 5th Odlober 1791, when 
the accufation againft its chief was got rid of, by 
•* the order of the day," divefting himfelf of the 
characEler of a reprefentative of the people, he ap- 
|)eared at the bar as a petitioned' apd atcufer. 

Being attached to a democratical form of govern- 
ment, he was a!fo the open foe of the duke of Or- 
leans, and repeatedly denounced him as a man aim« 
ing at the throne. 

When the aflemfcly had refolved to enquire into 
the mifconduft of the king, it was he who prefent- 
ed the catalogue of his fuppofed crimes* On the 
trial he ^oafted that he had co-operated in the down- 
^ of the thfone, and proteftcd that ** the tyrant was 
odious to him;" but notwithflanding this he voted 
for the appeal to the people ♦• 

* <<L« ferment que j*sii prdte dans Taflemblee eledlorale de^ 
touches du.Rhorie, d^ juger % raort I^uis Capet, n*exdut pas la 
ixa&Xoti dit pet>ple *. je vote done pour cette fanAIon, parce qu*il 
eft terns que le peuple des S4 departemens exerce fa Souverainetey 
tt quMl ecrafeypar la manlfe(lation de fa volonte fupreme, yne 
{fi^on au. milieu de laquelle je vols Philippe. d^Orleans, et que J9 
denonce ^ la r^publique, en me youant avec XranquiUite aux poig* 
•jiardft des aiTadins. 

J'ajoute qw, laomme dan« dc« terns orageux rhomme n'eil pat 
fS^r de vivre le lendemain> je dois ar moi-mdme, declarer, que fe 
tyran m*eft odicux 5 que j*a» fottement coopere aMc rcnverfer d« 
trone, et que je prooQaccrai cont;re lui la peine la £eplu« ▼cr?, ^ Je 
d^Bs'OUl." 

D On 
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On the 3ift of May, 1793, B'arbaroux- "^as inl 
eluded among the profcribed BrHTotines, and arrefted 
in PariSj but he found means to , efcape from his 
leepers, and flying to Caen, affifted Gorfas, and fe* 
veral other reprefentatives, in organizing the infur- 
gent departments in the weft. 

Having foon difcoyered, however, that Wimpfea 
and Puifaye> wiihed them to negociate with England, 
and that the new conftitution was accepted even bjp 
the primary aflemblies of the infurgent departments^ 
Barbaroux, Louvet, Fethion, Guadet, &c. repaired 
with a battalion of Bretons, to Dol, with an inten* 
tion of reaching Quimper, and procuring a paflige t0 
Bourdeaux, which ilill defied the power and the. 
threats of the mountain. 

On the road Barbaroux was feized with the fmalU 
pox, but being carefully concealed and tenderly nurf- 
ed, he recovered and rejoined his companions in tha 
department of the Gironde. 

They foon learned,however, that Bourdeaux had been 
fubdued by their enemies, and that all their friends were 
cither arretted or driven into exile. . In this unhappy 
dilemma, they were obliged for their own preferva- 
tion, to betake themfelves to inftant flight,. and after 
croiling the Dordogne in a ferry boat, with a detach* 
ment of cavalry at their heels, they found it abfo- 
lutely neceflfary todiyide^ in order to efcape the pur- 
fuit of the enemy. 

On this occafion, Barbaroux and Valady joineS 

Louvet ; the former was to pafs for a profeflbr of 

mineralogy, in which fciencc he was eir»iiiently 

8 Mful. 
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ficifful, and his companions for two merchants, tra« 
vx^lling along with him, in order to fpeculate on the 
mines he might difcover ! This ftory, however, 
on refle£iion, appearing too abfurd to acquire any 
degree^ of credibility, they threw themfelves on the 
humanity of a conflritutional prieft, who afforded 
them fhelter for feveral days. 

At the end of th^t period they were obliged to 
take refuge in a bay-k)ft, where, being ^xppied to 
waat, and continually afrjaid of detection, Barbarous 
r^olved to put an ei^ toj\i&> life \ but:he wsis pre- 
vented by one of his friends, who by recalling the 
image of his fond aild venerable mother, iaved him 
fromdefpair. 

At length Louvet determined to b^^e all dan* 

gers, and repair by himfclf to the capital *• On 

Da. this. 



* << Nous touchions cependant 'k r6poqa« critique. IX ^venoit 
^ luire le jour fetal, Ic jour d'uoe (eparation longae, et peut.^cri 
6temelie cntre des hommes a jamais etrolteroent li^s par tout'ce 
que ramitie tcndrc. la vcrtu pure, ct une infortune vraimentiainte 
tftit de plus refpedable. Nous fortions de notre afyle ; nous nout 
iS$parions en deux parts, qui fe fubdiviferoient bientdt. 
f Barbaroux qui, depuis Caen, avoit couru prefque toutes' let 
jndmes aventures que moi 3 Barbaioux dtfole de me quitter autani 
que je Petoit de le perdre, paffoit du c6tc dc Buzot et dfe Pethion. 

Tous trois ils alloient k quelques iieues de-la, vers la mer, cher* 
dier un afyle incertain ; avec quelle douleur nous nous times not . 
■dieux ! pauvre Buzet, il emportolt au fond dii coeur des cha- 
grins bien amers, que, je connoilfois feul, et que je ne dois 
Jamais reveler. ' Mais Pethion, le tranquiUe Pethion, comme il 
€toit deja chang6 ! combien le calme de fon anie, 4 la fereni € de fa 
figure s*etoit aker6$| depuis que Tefclavage de fa patrie n*^toit plus 
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this, Barbardux, affcciati|ig with BusSoC and Pethion, 
refolved to travel towards the (egi coall, 'in osder to 
ebtain fuftenance, and if peffible to effect their ef^^ 
cape. 

Their adventures from this moment are unknown. 
Certain it. is, however, that * they were cxpofed t* 
frefh calamities, whence Barbaroux was at length 
extricated, by a comparatively mercifal death: for 
having been leized, he was carried to Bourdeaux, and 
there executed. * 

Barbaroux was a tall-fow^ man, about fix feet 
French meafure, in height. His perfon and his mind 
were equally accomplifhed. He was a zealot of 
liberty, and fo firmly was he attached to a govern* 
ment by a commonwealth, that he, had formed the 
groje£t, in cafe the north of France ihould be ibl>* 
dued by the combined powers, to ere£l the ibuth into 
a republick I 

PUPHOZ, 

Was originally of German extra<SHon, and beings 
of ^ fanguine temperament, betook himfelf to the 
profeffion of arms. It was his good fortune to ferve 

<louteux» depuis que la nouveile de remprilbnnemeDt dct foixante-. 
qulnze & du fuppllce de nos amu, nous etoit parvenue. £t mon 
cher Barbaroux, comme il fuffroit ! Je/n*oub]ierai point fes der^* 
nieres paroles : en ^elfues lieux fut tu treuves ma mire^ ticbes it 
lui tenir Reu de Jon fill \ ji te promeo de n'avdtr faint une rejfatne 
fue je ne purtage amtc ta ftmmt^ fi U bafard veut jue }e la rencontre 
jamau,** 

S^elques Notices fmr l*JR'//foire Par J, B. Lewvet. 
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Vfhh Buonaparte, and te diftinguifh himfelf on feve- 
ral memorable occafioiis. Under fuch a commander, 
this was a fufficient r^ommendation, and we ao 
cordingly find him, although a very young man, ad- 
vancing rapfdly to the rank of general. 

No fooner was the vaunting projeft of an army 
cf England conceived, than he was pointed out, on 
account of his intrepidity and knowledge, as a proper 
perfon to command the brigades of grenadiers. The 
interval betweenf' his nomination and the period of 
a£tion, was confecrated to love. 

He accordingly repaired to Rome, renewed his 
addreffes to the fifter of Madame Buonaparte, the 
wife of the ambaflador of that name, and was on the 
point of being niarried to her, an early day having 
been fixed for this purpofe^ when an event occurred 
that changed the fete of Italy, and put a period to all 
his own fchemes refpedbing both war and matrimony. 

Early in 1797, a fcdition took place, and was q^eU 
Jed at Rome. This was confidered by fome as an 
Italian artificey in order to give vent to the popular 
refentment^ in fuch a manner as not to endanger the 
ftate. Another cloud being likely to obfcure the 
capitoI; frefli conduftors to draw off the.clcftrick 
matter, are/aid to have .been fqund in the perfons of ^ 
few of the creatures of government. 7 "he experiment 
at firft appeared to promife fuccefs, but it has oc* 
cafioned the fubverfion not only of the metropolis, but 
of all the fecuJar dominions of the Holy See. 

On the 9th Nivofe, which anfwcrs to IDecember 
29th 1797* a crowd having affembled before the hotel 

P3 ^f 



yGooQle 



gi 



of the crabaffy of France, the people were requeftcJ 
to retire by the fecretary and other officers of the 
houfehold. A detachment of the Pope's guards iooA 
after made its appearance, and even occupied the 
court-yard. Oh this, the minifter, Buon^arte, hay- 
ing clothed himfelf in his official robe and fcarf, 
commanded the troops to retire, and threatened them 
with vengeance if they did notrefpeft " the palace 
of the republick." Duphoz accuftomed to a military 
life, in which he had braved every danger with 
impunity, ruflied among the foldicry, and begged 
them to defift. But it was no longer' the brave 
Germans, but the degenerate Italians that he had 
now to contend with, and accordPnglyy he is laid to 
have been bafely and deliberately aflaffinated. 

The cruelty of the Venetian government to the 
French troops in their hofpitals, afforded a pretext to 
crafe that ftate from the lift of independent luu 
tions, and the conduct of the Roman government 
gave but too fair an opportunity for a vi<Elocious na« 
tion, to alter the deftiny of Rome, and give a new 
mstfter to a city that once fwayed the fceptre of the 
world ♦., 



* It would "be unfair to gimit that the popular commotion at 
Rome has been attributed to the arts of the French AnibaHUor : it 
fcems more likely, however, that the French only profited by fo ia^ 
irovraUe An opportmitty, to latUte their love of dominion. 
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Better known for his literary than his legiflatrve* 
talents, is one of the many nfen of letters in France 
who have diftinguiihed themfelves by their writing^ 
in favour of liberty, and. their actions in fupport of 
the revolution. Like them too, he entertains a ve*- 
neratlon, nearly bordering on. idolatry, fbrthe me*- 
mory of Roufleau. 

'* Genius is avenged ! *' he acclaims, ** the, French 
nation has vindicated itfelf in the face of Europei 
it has decreed a ftatue to the. author of the Social 
Contra£t, and enaded that his widow, fhall be mainr 
tained at the expenc^ of the ftate. This reconw 
pence, after the ancient ftyle, is at once worthy of 
*a people td whom the ancients are no longer a 
fource of envy,, fmce they have become free j an4 
of a great man who was the obje£t of defpotick per- 
iecution„ only becaufe he endeavoured to recall na** 
tions to the enjoyment of their primeval liberty. 

** I offer my mite, of incenfe at the foot of his 
ftatue. Shall fcience, of which he has been, fo dif,- 
tinguiihed an ornament, although he has declaimed 
fi) much againft it— Ihall fcience. be mute in hi^ 
praife, after a revolution fo propitious to hifr glory? 
Long before oiir legiflators had decreed h;m publick 
honours, they had already adopted the greater part 
of his principles, and frequently mentioned his name 
with reipeft: eur artifts hadalmoft exhaufted their 
uufudry, in ereding monuments for him ; our pa- 

triocick 
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triotick youth had carried his effigy in triumph 
around the ruins of that Baftille which, but for his 
efforts, perhaps \yould have been yet {landing ! 

" This is not the only homage they have paid him. 
On receiving intelligence of the event, a company 
of young men, who had afTociated tmder the intei eft- 
ing title of Friends to the InftruStor of EmiliuSy 
tmanimoufly entered into the following ref ilutions : 

" ift. That the decree of the national afl'embly 
be perpetuated on a column of marble. And, 2dly, 
That a deputation of fix youths repair to Ermenon- 
yjlle, in the ifle of Poplars, the refting-place of this 
man of truth and nature, to fix the engraved de- 
cree at the entrance of his maufoleum, and place 
a bough of olive, and a crown of laurel on his 
tombP* 

Guingucne, along with Marmontel, fince dead, 
and Ddille, Ducis, and Fontaine, has been appoint- 
ed a profeflbr of Belles Lettres in les Ecoles Centrales 
of Paris. The way they were chofen mufl be con- 
fefTed to have been truly novel : it was by means of 
a jury, who fcle<fted them from the other candi- 
dates. 

Guinguene is well aware of the importance 'of 
his new office in a commonwealth, and there is little 
doubt but that this enlightened inftrucSlor will en- 
deavour to render his difciples virtuous and able ci« 
tizens. 



CENCKAi 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



( 33 } 

GENERAL POGG£« 

Oftend of eourie particrpated in the fate of the 
reft of Auftria](i Flanders, suid yielded td the arms of 
France. The enemy entered the &)untry in every ' 
poflible dire£lIon, fome by land, fome by water, and in 
the courfe of a fingle night a little army arrived, and 
difembarked from the neighbouring canals. Its ar«* 
rival, indeed, was fo fudden and unexpe£ted, ^at 
fhe inen appeared to have adually dropped from thi 
clotids.-^ltio avant' courursy no quarter-matters gc^ 
ncial— not a fingle officer of the etat^major p»-e- 
ceded, to announce the event, procure billets, mark 
out encampments, or provide forage. 

There were neither boats nor waggons loaded 
Wi.th provifions to accompany; no baggage followed^ 
The oig^cers and foldicrs carried every thing along 
with them, literally on their backs. As you looked 
towards the rear, you beheld knapfacks no larger 
than thofe employed during a field-day ia Hyde* 
park; w^en you furveyed the- front rank, you couli 
iilohe difcover preparations for a march, the bayonets 
being employed as (kewers. to fupport pieces of fleflv 
and loaves of bread, which were ftuck on fantafti- 
cally, and exhibiting the idea of a foreft hung with, 
provifions, feemed to. bid defiaacc to the rapacity o£ 
eontraftors ! 

Such a body of troops, fo cheerful, yet (b feantiljr 
fupplied, Appeared as if determined to conquer.. 

The officers and men joked witji one. another j all 
feemed anarchy ^ there appeared to be neither order, 

dit 
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dtfcipHne) ftibordination, rior gradation of ranks. A 

captain> who had the word Citoyeji. conftantly in his 

fnduth> wais jocularly^ told to be filent by a privatCj. 

its he had been only a procureury, and aot an. 

nvccat*. 

That very night » tambour (a dVummen) was feen? 
playing at billiards with the coloneFof his regiment,., 
and high wordls enfijing^ the »2^« of farchment* 
obliged his commanding officer to beat a retreat. 
' At length the hour for the jacobin club arfived^ 
and the officers and foldi^rs cRtered pele^mele. 

In the courfe of the feme evening, the municipality^ 
was fummoned to hold a sianc.ey by the commandant of 
Oftend* It was an important period;, Louis XV I4 
was a pi ifoner, and his fate was as yet undecided.— «^ 
It was accordingly imagined that fome intelligence. 
Conneiicd with that event was about to he difclofed, 
»nd accordingly the^hal] and galierie? were foon fiUed., 



• Whoever might imagine from thii, that fuch manners pre in- . 
competent with. authority, had only to attend a., French parade, at. 
Ihat periody to be convinced of the contrary. The badinage un« 
doubtedly flew from right to left, frpm the wings to the centre* . 
from the rear to the firont raok \ but no fooner was the^word of, 
command given, than they all dre/Jed t^ the right, and each battalion 
preferved the ft rift* 11 filcnce. In adion it is othsrwife j the Ca Ira 
and the Marfeillois become the fat de charge, and in this they iniitate * 
the Greeks rather than the Romans, for the veteran legions of the 
letter, always afieded to defpife the. /hopts employed by the Bar^ 
barians, when they joined battle, and received them v«ith a death* 
like filence. The Gre<jk$ on the contrary, advanced to.thc combat 
#nglng hymai to liberty. 
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Pogge, formerly a marechaUferrant (in plain 
Englifli a farrier) and who had rifcn to his prefent 
rank hy his fingular intrepidity, now enters with an 
important air, furrounded by his aides-des camps^ and 
after infifting for fome time on the multiplicity of 
bufinefs incident to his new office, demands a fecre- 
taryi^ for, adds he, with a great franknefs,— " Jefuif 
.nn-boug'^re — m — nt bon foldai^ mats mauvais ecri'- 
vain /'* « I am a d d £0od Xoldier, tut a <bad 

|>enman!'* 

CON»OKrCBT, 

The name of this great man, alike d^ar to Ifherty 
:and the fciences, can never be pronounced without 
»cxciting a variety of melancholy fenfations. After 
♦the death of his friends and preceptors^, 'Voltaire, 
BufFon, D' Alenibert, &c. who thoiie like fo many 
^Williant'ftars in the galaxy of French literature* he 
was.confidered.as the chief of the philofophers of his 
4iative country, -His charaSer threw a luftre even 
on the revolution, and defied the (lander of thofe who 
-aflerted that great event to have been produced and 
^fupported hy mean and fordid mii^ds ; but his death 
gratified their malice, as it enabled them to maintain 
.that neither virtue,. nor talents, nor patriotifm, were 
facred from the furor, of revolutionary deftruftion. 

-M% • de Caritat, formerly Marquis de Condorcet^ 
was defccnded from an ancient family. He had ad- 
dicted himfelf from Ms youth to (ludy , and as mfen 

of 
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•of genius generally anticipate the age in which they 
live, the conftitutional monarchy found him a citizen 
already devoted to the caufe of freedom, and at the 
fall of the throne, the people in him beheld a zealous 
and diflnterefted r^uUican. 

Condorcet was the fcholar of D'Alembert. Under 
that grcsCt mafter, who predt(^ed his future celebrity, 
he applied" himfelf to mathematicks, and in J 767 
jMibliflied his firft work, " Effai d'Analyfe.'* His 
fecond, 'under the title of " Recherches furlecalcul 
integral/' added to his former fame, and obtained for 
bim the reputation of a mathematician of the firil 
clafs. The fame of his talents at length attrafled 
the- attention of government, and under the philofo- 
phical adminiilration of M. de Turgot, fae was fe- 
k6led, along with D'Alembert and BofTut, to affift 
IJut great minifter in all the political operations 
whidh required an extenfive knowledge of mathe- 
siaticks. 

A chafm intervenes in his literary life, between the 
years 1775 and 17^2, during which he publiihed 
nothing, except a few difTer tations ihferted in the 
Tranfaftions of the Academy of Sciences, He, how- 
ever, was not idle; for, after haying enfured the re- 
putation of one of \he greateft mathematicians of his 
age, he applied himfelf to other branches of fcience, 
and efpecially to metaphyficks and* politicks. 

. The firft remarkable publication of M. Condorcet, 
after thofe we have already enumerated, was the 
fpcech pronounced Sy him at his reception into the 
French academy, in February 1782. In this ela- 

borate 
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fcoratc produAion he exhibited the refult %f that in- 
eftimahle philofophy which he had imbibed from his 
friends and raaftcrs, and prefented a complete ana- 
lyfis of the prcfcnt (late of the human mind. 

"Defcartes*/* (ays he, in this celebrated produc* 
tion, *' n*avoit revcle la vcritc qu*aux fagcs. Bacon, 
Mallebranche, Grotius, Boffuct, Pafchal, &c. n'a- 
voicnt prcfente jufqu'alors que des idces ct dcs prin- 
cipes decoufus: C'eft dans ce fiecle que pour la 
premiere foiss *eft developpe le fyfteme general dcs 
principes de nos cOnnoifTances ....... la raifon a 

ctjc aux prifes avec I'erreur et I'ignorance, mais nous 
J'avons vue fortir viftorieufe : enfin la veritea vaincu, 

r ' ■ ■ . . -: . 

• Dcfcartcs revealed truth to the wife alone. Bacon, MaiJe. 
"branche, Grotius, Boffuet, Pafchal, &c. had, until then, prcfcnt- 
cd us with nothing bit crud-- ideas and principles. It is during 
pOr own^ age, tlut the general fyftem of principles which lead to 
our attainments, has been for the ftrft time developed. 

Reafon v^ras at war with errour and ignorance, bm weliave at 
length beheld her return viftorious ifom the combat: in (hort, 
truth hath corqupred, andtlie world is fevcd. 

We now behold our very youth, uniting in themfelves, more real 
knowledge than— I wilfrot fay the greateft men of antiquity— but' 
even thofe of the 17th century, could have acquired by loag coii- 
tinued labours. 

Direaed by philofophy, to^ in a (hort time wiU no longer have 
occafion to liften to any thing but the language of his heart, and his 
reafon, in order to fulfil, from natural inclination, the la^iie duties 
wliich now^occafion fo many efforts and facrifices. Man, becomi; g 
in feme mcafurc an automaton, under the empire of genius, wiil 
praftisc the greatcrt virtues, in the fame manner, as by aid of 
machines, a workman can now produce a mafter.piece ot ingenuity, 
without .exhibiting any degree-of intelligence or addrefs. 

E ct 
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ct le monde eft lauve. Nous voyons une |eunefle 
reuniflant plus de connoiflances reelles que n*ont pu 
en acquerir, par <]e longs travaux, les plus grands 
hommes, je ne dis pas de Pantiquite, mais meme du 
dix-feptiemeflecle •••••. Dirige par la. philofophie, 
rhomme n'aura befoin que d'ecouter la voix de fon 
cceuriet de faratfon, pour rcmplir, par un penchant 
haturel,les memes devoirs qui lui coutent aujourd'hui 
des efforts et des facrifices k L'homme au- 
tomate fous Pempire du genie, pratiquera les plus 
grandes vertus, comme a Taide des machines, Qn 
cuvrier execute fans intelligence et fans adreffe des 
chefs-d'oeuvrcs." 

While D'Alembert was ftill fecretary to the 
French academy, Condorcet had been appointed his 
fucceflbr, and when that illuftrious philofopher 
happened to die, in the year 1783, he fulfilled 
all the duties of that office. This opened a new 
field to his talents 5 for he now employed his pen in 
writing the eloges of his deceafed colleagues. 

Everyone knows how much the French literati 
have excelled in this fpecies of biography, and it is 
likcwife known how much it has been improved 
from one generation to another^ 

Fontenelle, Thomas, D'Alembert, had furpaffed 
each other in their turn, and it was referved for the 
glory of Condorcet to excel his three illuftrious pre- 
dcceflbrs, by uniting the eloquence of Thomas with 
the philofophy of D'Alembert, His firft fpecimen, 
dedicated to the memory cf his friend and preceptor, 

was 
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was recited before the academy, in the year 1784 ; 
the eulogium of the celebrated mathematician Euler 
.was delivered in 1785. 

Were mathematicks a favourite purfuitwith the 
generality of readers, we (hould enter into fome de- 
tails relative to thefe two mafter-pieces of biogra- 
phy. We cannot refrain, however, from taking no- 
tice of two fublime paflages. 

M. D'Alembert was a baftard,and elevated in the 
foundling hofpital : 

" fVhat is that J* fays his biographer, ** to a great 
man? His true ancejlors are thfe who have precede 
ed him in the career of genius j his pojterity art 
thofe who imitate him /" 

Speaking of Euler, the author of many important 
difcoveries : 

** This is the man," fays Condorcet, " who has 
repaired the honour of the continent^ which until his 
timey had no one to oppofe to Newton,**' 

The fuccefs obtained in this nevy line, prompted 
Condoicet to prefent the publick with intcreft- 
ing lives of other eminent perfons of his own 
age, and in the year 1786, he publiflied the eloge of 
the fambus ccmptfoller general Turgot, in two fmafl 
volumes 8vo. This work is not fufficiently known 
in England, although it muft be allowed to be a 
Angular one in every point of view, for it exhibits 
the life of an amiable and philanthropick financier. 
M. de Turgot was a great philofopher, and author 
of many metaphyfical articles in the encyclopedia. 
He was alfo celebrated in France on account of his 
£ 2 metho- 



yGoDQle 



8^^ 



40 CONDORCIT. 

methodical and fyftcmatical fpirit. He had attempt- 
ed, fays Condorcet, to carry into execution the 
advice of Lord Bacon, " notiones communes pcnitus 
abolere, ^tque iiitelleftum abrafum et aequum ad 
particularia de integro applicare," and he had been 
fo far fucciefsful in attaining this, that he was heard 
to fay more than once, ** that he had acquired a 
fyftcmatical range of thoughts, connefted with each 
other in an indiflblaWe chain, from which it was 
hardly poiTible for him to detach a fingle link with- 
out endangering the whole." » ♦ 
* " A man like tltis," adds Condorcet, " was -not 
welcome at the court of Ferfaillesy and when ht 
dared to rufh into the den of thofe monjiers who riot ^ 
' on the French finances^ he was devoured by them" 

Voltaire who was an admirer of Turgot, and who, 
on vifiting him at Paris, ran towards him in a kind 
of ecftacy, crying — " laij/ez-moi haifir la main qui 
a figne le falut du peuple *;'* foon after his difgrace 
conibled him with a beautiful poem entitled, " i^)itre 
a un homme." 

No man was more worthy of fuch a. biographer 
than Voltaire himfelf, the glory of the French lite- 
rature. Accordingly, Condorcet publiftied his life in 
the yeai' 1787. - 

This new work not only furpaffed -all the preced- 
ing ones of the fame author, but every other of the 
fame kind, in either ancient- or modern times j and 



• " Permit me to kifs the band that has iigncd the falvation of 
the people." 

had 
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liad Voltaire himfelf been alive, he would have fel> 
that even his celebrated attempts fell {hort of his 
-own life. Until then the hiftory of Charles the 
XII. of Sweden, was generally thought the beft 
piece of biography in exigence. It was fo no more 
after the labours of Condorcet. 

The work in queftion, being very well known in 
this country, it would be unneceflary to trouble the 
publick with any particulars concerning it* It 
may, however, be remarked, that it exhibits a ' 
finiihed pi<5hire of the improvements of the prefent 
age, for the exertions of Voltaire, were intimately 
conneded with the general progrefs of the human- 
mind, during the i8th century : the 'author, indeed^ 
(ally demonftrated the truth of the motto prefixed, 
by him from the tragedy of ** Les Druides ;" 

** L*exeinple d*an grand homme eft k flambeau facii,- ^ 
** Qi^e le del baenfufant* dans cette nuit profonde, 
** AUume quelquefois pour le b«nhcurdu monde !** 

After having written the life of the immortal Vol-- 
taire, Condorcet might have flopped in his careery. 
bat there was another eminent chara&er who now 
folicited and deferved his attention. 

In the publick fitting of the academy of fciences,, 
on ttie 13th of November, 1790, he recited the eulb* 
glum of Franklin, with the well known motto ;. 
*' Eripuit ckIo fulmeiiy moK fcaeptra tyrannis ** 

This publication, however, experienced but littfe: 

fiiccefs. It was allowed, indeed, to be worthy a fecre— 

tary of the academy, and every one acknowledged^ 

that Condorcet had given a concife review of Dr.. 

E 3. Franklin'si 
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franklin's exertions in favour of philofophy, of majv 
kind, and of his native country. But it was remark- 
ed at the fame .ime, that the ideas were not always ex- 
prefied with fuificient neatnefs of ftyle, and elegance 
pf phrafeol )gy. 

It was now high time for Condorcet to exhibit 
his abilities in politicks. He accordingly brought 
forth a 'new edition of Smith's inquiry into the 
•* Wealth of Nations," to which he added his own 
notes. " This,*' fays he, " which the Englifh call 
the firft of books, obtained in France, the approba- 
tion of a fmall number of adepts. Smith was the 
teacher of a fnyfterious fcience, whqfe improvements 
the tyranrs were greatly defirous to flop, for they 
were intercfted to prevent their fubjefts from found- 
ing the depth of publick economy. Our revolution 
has placed Smith in his true apogeum* Political 
economy is now an eafy fcience, the comforting di- 
vinity of the devotees .of liberty, and the antidote of 
' that deftru£iive art, which under the name of finance, 
formerly overturned the foundations of publick hap- 
pinefs, and undermined the facred principles of equa- 
lity." 

It might appear aftonifliing, notwithftandlng fo 
many fmgular merits, that Condorcet was not ap- 
pointed a dc puty to the ftates-general, if we did not 
know, that but few were eje£le(} on that occafion, 
who happened to be either in the feryice o^ the 
court,* or enjoyed places and penfions under the old 
government^ 

But 
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But while the firft edition of the French patriots 
performed the greateft fervices to their native coun-* 
try, in the national affembly, Condorcet dedicated 
his pen to the promotion of the new order of things, 
' and in confequence of his zeal^ was nominated a 
reprefentatiye in the fecond legiflature. In the mcam 
time he beftowed all his leifure moments on the 
celebrated work entitled, ** La Bibliotheque dt 
. Homme Public.^* This publication was intended as 
an analyfis of all the political writers from Xeno*. 
phon to Raynal ; and Condorcet, in addition to his 
x>wn labours, had invoked the affiftance.of the learned 
civilian La Croix, M. Peyffonell, formerly conful 
in the Crimea, author of the Commerce de la Mer* 
Noire^ &c.^and other eminent men. He himfelf 
however, was the chief condudor of the work, in 
which he alio interfperfed now and then, fome ihort 
eflays, and diflertations of his own. 
. Aft€r the Bibliotheque de (bomme Public^ he pub* 
liflicjl, in the year 1791, two very celebrated me- 
moirs on publrck inftruftion ; in one of thefe he 
fupported his beloved principle, that mankind was 
perfedtabie in infinitum ; in the other he pointed out 
the execution of this plan in a free nation. If the 
prefent mode of organizing publick fchools, and the 
national inftitute in France, fliould prove beneficial 
to the republick, it ftands indebted for both to the fu- 
periour mind of Condorcet. It was he who was the 
firft to conceive the idea of the fouf diftindl degrees 
of inftruflion; . ^ 

i^Fot 
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ift. For villages 5 

2d. Fer diftrias 5 

3d. For departments ^ 

And, 4th. For the metropolis. 

It is likewiie owing to him,, that the projeA of 
{>aying all fchool-mafters from the pubttck treafiiry,. 
jn order to fave them from the humiliation of th« 
individual fees of their pupils, was adopted. 
" Soon after his appointment to a feat in th^ fiv 
cond legiflature, Condorcet became the Briw^eus 
of the revolution. It is impoiEbie to form an idea, 
much lefs to give aa enumeration of his labours 
and exertions. A fingle <lay fcarcely occurred^ 
in which, he did not fpeak on every branch of ad^. 
ininiftration, and -tbe records of the jacobin club 
{then uncontaminated with blood) tefttfy his fre- 
quent motions there. Befide^ this, be became the 
chief condudlor of the journal entitled, " La Qkra^ 
fiique di Paris * j*' he alfo wrote occafionally in the 

journal 



* As Franklin in America, and Bri/fot and Condorcet in Frances- 
are prehaps the only perfons >who have fucceeded in renderini; tiie 
litiiatioh of a Joornalift refpeaable, it has been deemed proper to tranf* 
^ribe an article written-by the laft of theft celebrated men, from th« 
Gfrotujut d» Paris, No. 347, as a fpecimen of hi$ flyle and manner* 

^ ASSEMBL^E NATIONALE. 

S/anct du %% Nwtmbte^ 

PkxsrrKNCB i>« M^^Vaubianc. 

' Lx d^cret de Talfemblee nationale fur les troubles religieiTX> a bit- 

fiaftre une grande queftion. On demande fi les prdtres paplitet 

f x^tcrootou negpi^emt pas Ic fenneat dviq\3es. Quelques pri. 
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•journal of Briffot, called," Le Patriote Francois," 
in the *' Annales Patriotiques" of Carra, &c.. 

But 



lats, quelques abb^ commcndataires efpdrent encore que centre U 
foi nationnle, on depoulllera lea nouveaut acqu^reurs des proprie- 
t6s qa'ils ont payees \ un prix nn peu plus r^el que celui auqiiel 
cts fucceiTeurs des ap6tret left avoient autrefois achetets des dames 
de la cour. lis prdtendent, en confequence, qu'cn ne peut eft 
confcience prfitcr cc ferment. En effet, difcnt-ils, la conftitutfon 
reiiferme la liberty des opinions religleufes et celle des cultes, ct 
qui e(l ^videmment contraiit aux droits du Pape. -On pourroit 
l««r obfcrver que fuivant ce principe, un prStre cathollque ne peut 
jurer en'confclepce que le maintien des conAitutions ou fa reli- 
gion eft dominante. Or, avouer ce principe, c'oft fe declarer 
Tennemi des neuf-dixiemes du genre humain. On pourroit leur 
demander auffi s*lls ont tenu ce langage dans les pays ou irs ne f* 
font pas trouv^s Ics plus forts, et fi leur obftination h. y perfiftcr 
n*annence pas des efperances.qui doivent juftifier totites les m«- * 
fures qu*on peut prendre centre eux. En effet, fans un appui ffe- 
cret, fans une confcience qu'ils ont eu Tart de feduire, oferoient- 
Us afiicher des maximcs que le cardinal de Lorraine e^t rougi de 
profcfTcr ? Ofcroient-ils affefter des pretentions qui auroient revolte 
ies tfprits fuperftiticu^ du i4«. ficcle? Cependant, comme quelques 
pretres <font aiTez au courant des opinions du fiecle pour ne pas 
donner dans ce piege, lis ont imagine un autre fyA^me : ils out 
dit : jurer de maint«nir la conftitution, c*eft jurer de maintenir les 
lois reglenientaires emanees des pouvoirs conftituca. Or, plufieurs ^ 
de CCS lois bleflent la confcience facerdoUlc ; mais comme on ne 
peut refufer la promefTe de maintenir uneloi, a moins de fe croire 
oblige de ne pas Pexecucer, 11 refulte de cettc pretention, qu'tjin 

. miniftre de Teglife romaine ne peut fe croire tenu d»ex6cuter ies 
lofs d'un pays qui ne s'eft pds foumis a toutes les* fantaifies des 

. j>retres de cette religion ; et comme apparemment ils ne croyent 
pas avoir une autre morale que celle des hommcs, il s'enfuit qu*au- 
<;un individu ne peut''fe croire oblige d'obeir a la conftitution du 
pays qu'iL liabite, pour peu qui fuitant fes opinions particulidr«, 

U 



yGooQle 



gi 



46 CCNDORCET. 

But if his ardent patriotiftn obtained for him 
the higheft reputation among the friends of liberty, 

it 



il fe trouve dans le fyAeme entler des lois qui font obligatcnrcs, 
d'apres cette conditutlon, un feul article cQntraire au droit naturtl. 
jyou 11 rifulttroit Sviclcmrncnt qu'auciin homme nc pcujt sVngafer 
d'obeir aux Ipis de fon pays, car jufqa'ici il nVxifte aucun TyAdrnfl 
de lois dont, aux yeux de chaque citoyen, tous les articles foient 
conformcs a la regie eternelle du droit. 

Pat* une confequence n^cefl^re du mdmr principe» 11 n*y a de k>if 
legitimes que celles qui font conformes a la vokmte des prfitres 
catheliques, et c'efl un defpotifme abfolu quails r^clamcnt fous le 
nom de liberty. 

On voit done que cette morale facerdoule m^me a la diirolutloa 
de toute focjete politique j et il faut applaudir i la (ageflfe de i*af- 
femble na:!onale> qui a enfin force les pretres <k montrer leujr fyf- 
t€me d^immortalit^ dani toute fa turpitude, qui, la preniicre« a 
«ik le courage de leur arracher le mafque tout etuier. Us pourront 
encore tromper quelques princes ', lis pourront les entraioer dans 
un culte commun, mais ils ne feduiront plus les nations. Leur 
conduite en France eft une k^on dont tous les peuples faurontcn 
propter. On les verra encore sUntroduire pnyilerleufement dans le 
cabinet de quelques rois^ leur donner des confeils perfides, peut- 
^re faire couier le fing humain dont ils s^abpeuvent depvis tant de 
ficcles ; ils peuvent nuire encore, mais ils ne peuvent plus regner. 

Apres la iedure du proces, on a annoace a raiTemblee que le 
Toi avoit nomme MM. Duverrier et Bertholio pour afl^Aer au.tirag« 
par le fort des juges de la haute cour nationale. ^ 

Les quatre, dent le nom eft forti de l\irne, font MM. Crei^fet- 
Latouche, du departement de la Vienne ; Marquis, du departrment 
de la Meufe; Aldaret, du departement de TAude; Calmes, du de- 
partemcnt de la Manche. 

Le comite diplomatique a fait font rapport des mcfures a prendre 
relativement aux raftemblemens des fran^ais emigres. M. Coch, 
rapporteur, a obferve que ces raifembleipeiis etoient egalement 
ooatraires et au droit dcs^gens et aux loix de Tempirc germanique, 

et 
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it expofed him at the faakii fime, to the moft ille-^ 

beraf 



ct que k roi deyoit requerir I la fois et les princes^ qui au mlpris 
de lolx de leurpays^ auxquelles Us etoient foumis comhie les aucres 
citoycnsy faffroient ces raflemhleinensy et les diredloires des cercle«, ' 
qui auroient d\i Jes cmp^cheir, et la diette de Rarisbonne, qui au- 
roit dfi fe fouvenir qu*eJle doit a la France le refte d*independance 
dont jouit rempire> de difliper cette horde de princes, de d^fisrteurss 
de banqperoutierS} et de £ui0aires, qui nuiffent plus aa p^ys qu'ils 
habitent qu*a cciui qu'ils mcnacent! En coofcquence, il aj>ropofc 
de charger le pouvoir executif de faire, cc qu'en lui fuppofant, jo 
ne dis pas de bonnes intentions, mals, un refte de pudeur> il Tau- 
roit dd executer il y a plus de fix mois ; mais, on affuFe que M. 
de Montniorin, pour reparer cette negligence, ef^ alle en Efpaghe 
demander pardon, au nom de la nation frah^aife, dc Ton peu de poli« 
telle pour les rois, et prier celui d'Efpagne de vouloir bieix la tole- 
rer juiqu*a ce qu'tUe fe ibit corr^ee. 

On a annonce que M. Wimpfeo, <iui commande ^ Newbrifach, 
a Hi folli'cite de iivrcr fa place aux princes fran^ais, qui lui promet- 
toicnt pour recompcnfe un parta.^e honorable dans le produit du 
pillage de la France, et une part dans les hochets feodaux dont ils 
ont arrete d^avance la di^hbutibn. M. de Wimp fen a envoys a 
M. cte hukntr, (oa general, une copie de ces nobles pro^ofitions^ 
et de fa reponfe. L'aiTembtee a decrete que le nun i (Ire de la guerre 
lui rendroit comptc des depdches qu*il a d(k recevoirde M. Lukner> 
ct dont par difcretion fans doute il a jufqu'ici phv^ raiTeofiblee. 

Uo adminillrateur de diflridt dans Ic departement du Haut-Rhin^^ 
a cru que fa confcienceTobiigcoit de declafer qu'ii ne pouvoit prendre 
aucune part, nl ik Textcution des loix relatives a Torgaiufation da 
cUrg6, ni a la vente des bi^ns ecclefiaf^iques. Le ciredtoire de folk 
diftri^i croyoit que cette declaration iedlticufe mentoit qu'il IQt 
fuipendu de fes fon^ions, mais le dire^loire du departement a ciaiiii 
que cette fufpeniion, contraire aux opinions manifeil&es, il y a 
quelquefi mois, par M. DekiTart, ne fat contrariee park gouverhe* 
menr. Ce diredloirc s'eft fiirement trompe } M. Deleffart fait trcs- 
bien qu*un fondlionnaire public n*a pas droit dc dire qu'il n'cx^cu- 
" ^ - tera 
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beral abufe on the part 6t iAfe royalifts and ariftp* 
crats ♦. 

In June 1792, he apologifed in the hall of the; 
jacobins, for the condud of Pethion and the people 
of Paris, who had repaired to the Thuill cries in order 
to prefent the red cap to the king. On this occa- 
fion, he was particularly happy in the following 
fentiment : " Le peuple a offert au roi le bonnet 



tera que telle ou telle parti de la loi. Jl ei\ bien 61oigne de s*oppo- 
fer a la veDte des biens nationauxy & furcmcnt on a donn^ une 
fkufle interpretation a une phrafe de commis qu'il aura iignce par 
diflraciion. Ce qui le pi;ouve ^encore d^advantage, c*eft que It 
]T\6me dire€loire de diftri^t a donn6 connoiifance a rafiemblec d'une 
lettre du meme nitniflre ou il demande qu*on lui rende compte 4t 
la difpofition des efpiits relativement aux pretres non-fermentei, 
afin quUl en puifle inftruire le roi, -qui eft tre^-curieux de le faYoir. 
U efl evident que fon intention etoit d'^outer, que c'etoit auili afin 
de pouvoir en rsndre compte a I'atTexnblee nationale ; malheureuft^ 
ment fon fecr^caire a oublie cette plirafe eflentielle, ct qui a nui 
bea^coup ^ la confiance que, fans cela, fa lettre auroit infpiree^' 
fans doute, a tous les dire^oires du royaume. 11 feroit a defirer 
que M. Deleflart cl^angeat de fecr^talre j car nous n'ofons porter 
nos voeux juiqu*a d^fircr que k roi change de mintdres. 

Con DOR GET." 

• An enrjigrant, who calls hijnfcif Count Till/f among other things 
equally monftrous and abfurd, accufed him with the murder of liis 
iriend and bene&dlor, the amiable Duke de la Rochefbucault ! Now 
it is notorious to every one acquainted with the events of the revo- 
lution, that his death was connefted with the majjacre of September^ 
«nd that the ruin of Condorcet, BrilTot, Genfonnet, &c. was preci- 
pitated on account of the virtuous indignation they had always ex- 
preflfed a^ainft the authorsy initi^ators and ^ttors of that atro- 
xious ticcd. 

2 / j:oug«i 
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rooge ; 'Marc Aureie ne I'auroit pas de- 
daign^ ♦.'* 

This of courfe excited the hatred of the enemies 
of liberty, and Mallet du Ran did not blufh to af* 
fert, ^' that while the mathematician Condorcet, in« 
fiigated the jacobin dub to call aloud for the fup- 
prei&on of the title of mgjefiy ; he himfelf was in- 
triguing for his own appointment, as a governour to 
the dauphin, and the admiilion of his wife at courts 
as a lady of honour to the queen !" 

• Condgrcet was of courfe elected a member of the 
national convention, and he exaSed all the regards 
due to his genius, fo long as reafon fwayed the deli« 
berations of that body. 

During the imprifonment of the king, h€ difplay- 
ed a degree of moderation and philanthrophy, which 
true philofophy could only infpire. He was orie of 
thofe who thought that the unfortunate monarch {ne- 
pouvoit pas itre mis en caufe) could not be brought 
to judgment, and when he faw that no attention 
was paid to this pofition, he maintained, that the 
greateft penalty that ought to be infii£led on him 
ihould be perpetual banilhment from the territories 
of the republick. 

The party of la Gironde^ then predominant in 
the convention, were confcious of the fuperiour abi- 
lities of their colleague, and they accordingly fuffercd 
him to aft the nio{|' important part, under their ad- 



• The people have offered the red cap to the king : Marcus Au- 
reliiit would not hare difdained its acceptance. 

F miniftra- 
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miniftration. By a (hort pamphlet entitled— ^^ R£« 
flections fur la Revolution de 1788, it fur celle du 
10 aoiity 1792,'* which in the language of an emi- 
nent journalift of that day, contained ^^ a concife 
view of the thoughts of a great man, who commands 
attention and fixes publick opinion ;*' Condorcet de- 
monftrated, that he was the perfon beft calculated 
to, draw up the new republican qonftitution. 
He a£hially undertook this province, and the 
formula prefented by him, was immediately ac- 
cepted. It prefcribed a fingle council foe the le- 
jgiflature, and an executive of fix members, each of 
whom was to be a minifter of ftate for his own de- 
partment. 

Truth, however, obliges us to confefs, tliat this 
pre] eft was not well received by the generality of 
the people in France, and it is probably known to 
our readers, that it ferved as a pretence for the de- 
fedlion of Dumouriez, who plainly told Camus,. 
Drouet,^nd the other deputies, whom he had the 
audacity to arreft, tha^ this republican conftitution 
was a complication of abfur^ities, and that he was 
at a lofs to conceive how fuch nonfenfe could have 
fallen from the pen of Condorcet. 

Here ends the political career of this great man. 
No fooner had the animofities between the Giron- 
difts and the Mountaineers taken a ferious turn, than 
he inftantly perceived the dangers impending oh his ^ 
own country, from tbe overgrown influence of 
the fanfculotterie. He was certainly as much at- 
tached to a popular government, and as firmly 
5 devoted 
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devoted to democratical principles, as any one in 
the convention; but he thought that the reins 
of adminiftration ihould be intrufted to the hands 
of thofe only, who, in confequ«nce of a liberal 
education, were beft entitled to the publick confi- 
dence. He accordingly fpent the fpring of 179 J, 
in the mpft complete inadlivity, and was heard to 
fay to ibme citizens of his acquaintance-— ^ I am 
afraid, my dear friends, it will be {hortly faid of oUr 
revolution: 

** Definet ia pilccm muUer formoia fupcrne." 
On the fatal 31ft of May, Condorcet was not ar- 
refted, an omiffion arifirig, perhaps, out of fome re- 
mains of refpecSl for his name and talents. Bat 
he loudly protefted againft that dreadful events 
wrote an addrefs to the department of L'Aifne on 
the occafion, liTerted publickly, that ther« was no 
freedom in the national convention, ^nd joined the 
deputies, known in the annals of the French revo- 
lution, under the appellation of {Les Jignat aires des 
proteftations du %d et ^d Juin) thofe who figned 
the protcfts of the 2d and 3d of June. He was 
at laft decreed to be in a ftate of accufation, and 
orders were iffued to commit him to prifon. He 
was fortunate enough, however, to efFedl his efcape, 
on which the blood-thirfty Mountaineers did not 
fci^iple to declare him {^hors de la loiy) an out- 
law. * 

Every perfon of the leaft fenfibility muft fliudder at 
the ferocious animofity difplayed by Robefpierre againft 
this great man, and at the illiberal farcafms which 

F 2 he 
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he uttered againft him in all his fubfequent fpeechcs* 
" Condorcet */' faid he, "eft rhomme qui s'eft le 
plus deihonore dans la revolution. Grand mathe^ 
maticieH au jug$ment des gens di lettresj et grand 
liitirateur au jugement des geomttres^ il n'ctoit 
qu'un cenfpirateur timide, lachei meprife de tous^ 
Ics partis." 

The various places in which Condorcet was fe- 
creted during his perfecution, were fo ftriftly con-* 
cealed'by the fidelity of his friends, that it wai 
generally believed in Paris, and indeed, over all 
France, that he had efcaped into Switzerland ; and 
that he lived there in obfcurity, under a borrowed 
name. Though he ceafed to cxift in April 1794, 
it was not before the month oif January 179S, that 
his death was made known to the pubiick by hi9 
difconfolate widow. This unfortunate woman— flic 
Jierfelf a great female philofopher, and firmly de- 
voted to the revolution, addreffed a letter on that 
jnournful occafion to the convention, giving infor* 
mation of her hufband's demife, and claiming his 
alhes ! The epiftle produced confternation in the 
Jegiflative body, and left the French people fliould 
conceive a diflike to the revolution, or be pu(hed to 



• «* Condorcet is the man who has the moft diftionoured himfclf 
•in the courtc of the prcfent revolution. A great tnatbematician among 
men •f Uttersy and a great man of letters among geometricians, he was 
only a weak and timid confpirator) defpifed by all parties." 

It will be immediately recoUeftcd, that the moft witty part of 
this libel is a poor imitation of our Johnfori's remark on Cheftcrftclrf : 
«« Tiiat be was a wit among lordi, and a lord among wit$." 

• forae 
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fbmc excefs by this difaftrous intelligence, RewbelJ, 
who happened to.be prefident, thought that it(hould 
not be inferted in any of the publick papers. 

The author of this article, who happened to be at 
that time in Paris, was an eye witnefs of the indig- 
nation exprefTed by the whole nation, at the lofs of 
fo great a man, and an eminent writer did not fcruple 
to fay, S* that the French revolution ought to be 
condemned to eternal execration, even if it had 
produced no other calamity than the death of JLavoi- 
fier and Condorcet !" Another learned man, Mr, 

G e, wrote a very elegant poem, with the 

motto: 

Q^jis defidcrio fltpudor aut modus 
Tarn cari capitis » 

And M. L\ e publiflied a fine elegy with anothif 

motto : ^ 

Ignofcenda quidem, fcirent fi ignofccre manes; 
Condorcet was about fifty-four years of age. Iw 
addition to his genius and learning, he alfo poffefled 
a great fund of politenefs, and exhibited a certain 
degree of elegance in his manners, which rarely ac- 
companies a man whofe life has been devoted to 
ftudy*. 

F 3: The 



• A^finifticd portrait of him was ''found in the port -folio of 
a. learned foreigner, who has lived in. France ever fince the 
year 17S9, 

•« J*ai remarque,*' fays he, *' la tournure fimple, mals fop6- 
ricurc ct cntiercmcnt e;cennptf de cc qu'oa appe^le mifere^, 

refprit 
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The writer of this remarked while in Paris, . 
that the ci-devant Marchionefs of Condorcet was 
entirely deftitute of friends. Being imbUtd witb 
republican principles, flie was deferted by herown 
relations, and defpifed by all the fafliionable world. 
On the other hand, as flie was an accompliflied w6- 
»an, flie fcomfed to converfe with perfons who had 
not received a liberal education, previoufly to the 
cftablifliment of the republick: thus,fhc was entirely 
cut off from fociety. 

It would appear from a fpeech lately delivered by 
a celebrated leader in the council of Five Hundred, 
that this refpeftable lady, after the laft infurreftion 
of the i8th Frw^/^&rj-was put on the lift of the. 
.emigrants, and committed to prifon. Tallien ex- 
claimed loudly againft this notorious in}uftice j for it 
was a well-known fa£^, that Madame Condorcet had 
never gone beyond the gates of Paris, during the 
whole courfe of the revolution. A meffage was ac- 
cordingly fent to the Diredory on the fubjedl, who, 
to their eternal difgrace, returned an evafive anfwer. 
Every man of feeling is therefore anxious to know 
the future defliny of a female, entitled to the efteeq^ 
and fympathy of all Europe. 



refprit ierieux, 6tendu, calcilatcnr, geom^rc, inftruit dans tout 
les genres ; Thabitude conftantc et Tamour des d^tails^ ia ficilit^ 
d'y apporter une philofophie faine, des vucs poUtiques et admi- 
niAratives, une connoiffance da coeur humain, un peu de nialig-* 
.nit^ meme dam le$ recits dc M. d« Condcrcet/* 



Before 
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Before this article is clofeJ, it may not be amifs «• 
to mention, that the moft illuftrious part of Con- 
dorcet's life is that, perhaps, in which he 'was 
hunted down by the daggers of profcription, and the 
ftUl more cruel formuls of judicial aiTaffination.-^ 
While forced to feek flielter in woods and caverns, 
although deftitute of friends, of confolation, and 
fometimes even of food, inftead of venting execra- 
tions againft bis unjuft country, his whole mind was 

. bent on a projeft beneficial to humanity^ and eveiy' 
moment occupied ibr die advantage of- pofterity.-^- 
It was during the laft folitary hours of his pre- 
carious exiftence, and while condemned to feek a 

' frefh a(y!um every night from the malice of his ene- 
mies, that he conceived the plan of his pbfthumotis 
work, entitled, " Efquifle d'un Tableau Hiftoriqoe 
des Progres de PEfprit Humain,*' in which, cor^der- 
ing man under three diftinft points of view, he 
inquires, iw^. What he has been ? 2wfe, What he 
is ? And, 3;V, What, by proper culture, he may be ? 
After contemplating him both in the favage and 
crvilifed ftate, and glancing at the day " when the 
fun in his courfe fliall only fhine on free nations,'* 
he concludes thus : 

" And how admirably calculated Is this view 

of the human race, emancipated from its chaiiis, 

.releafed alike from the dominion of chance, as well 

as from that of the enemies of its progrefs, and ad- 

-vancing with a firm, an undeviating ftep in the paths 

of truth, to confole the philofophei: lamenting tlie 

errours. 
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^rrours, the flagrant afts of injuftice, the crimes with 
which the earth is ftill polluted i 

" It is the contemplation of this profpe^ that re- 
^wards him for all his efforts to affift the progrefs 
of reafon and the eflablifliment of liberty. He dares 
to regard thefe efforts as a part of the eternal chain 
of the deftiny of mankind ; and in this perfuadon he 

. finds the true delight of virtue, the pleafure of 
having performed a durable fervice, which no vi- 
ciilitude will ever deftroy, by means of a fatal ope- 
ration calculated to reftore the reign of prejudice ^ 
and flavery. 

" This fentiment is the afylum into whicb ho 

, retires, and to which the memory of his perfecutors 
cannot follow him : he unites himfelf in imagina- 
tion with man reftored to his rights, delivered from 
oppreffion,,^d' proceeding with rapid ftrides in the 
path of happinefs* 

" He forgets his own misfortunes while his 
thoughts are thus employed; he lives no longer to 
adverfity, calumny^ and malice, but becomes the 
affociate of thofe^ wifer and more fortunate beings, 
whofe enviable condition he fo earneftly conti ibuted 
to produce." 

This work was po fooner finiflied. than he be- 
came carelefs of life. To Garat * he had been in- 

, debted 

• <* A rinftant ou Condorcet avoit ct^ oblij^ dc chcrchcr.un 
afyle, je lui en avoit feit ofFrir un a cote de rrioi, a 1 hotel mSnit 
dc I'intcrieur, et jamais je n'aurois cru employer a un plus d/gne 
Ufagc/ ju une maifon, ni un miniHre 4? la republique. 
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debted for an afylum in the houfe of the minHler of the 
home department, at the very time the revolutionary 
harpies were hovering round, and thirfting for his 
blood. From the fame friend, he alfo received a 
dofe of poifon, which they divided " as brothers da 
bread," and on being recognized and feized at a 
village to which he had repaired, in order to ob- 
tain a morfel to fuftain nature ! He (wallowed the^ 
fatal prefent, and in this manner put. a period to his 
wretched exiftcnce f ^ 

Thus periflied by his own hand, long before thl> 
period affigned by ntfture, the greateft man then left 
in France— —the friend of Voltaire, the rival of 
D*Alembert, and die correfpondent of Frederick, and 
of Catherine. At an early period of life, he eafily 
VanquHbed «ll the difficulties of fcience> but he is 



** Cette violation d*un d^cret ei^t ^te pour moi la plus faintt 
cx<cuti#n dc too ties k« loix. Lorfque pluficurs irwe apres ce 
phiiofophe, Thonneur de la rcpr^fentation natioBJ^icy fut cblis^ dt 
fortir du r^duit facr^ ou une ame digne de la fienne Tavolt derob^ 
i cotte population immenfc d'efplons ct de bourreaux qui avoit par- 
tout des yeux & des oreilles, je lui fis propofer encore de fc rendrfr 
i^ une maifon que je poflfede a dix lieues dc Paris, & ou d*aTance 
tout feroit difpoie pour le recevoir. L'eloigftcment du lieu, hi 
grande difficult^ de paflTer d'un departcmcnt I I'autre fans pafle- 
port rendant Pexecution de ce projet crop perilleux, je m'occupai 
}k iul procurer un autre sSyie plus pres de celui qu'il avoit 6ti 
force d'abandonner ; & c'efl dans le pioment ou nous concertions 
les mefures que Tinfortun^ alia tomber dans les mains q^ii don- 
Qoient la mort k tous ceux qui nc fe la donnoient pas eux** 
inemcf." 

M/rmlres/ur la Rtvolutwt, par D. J, Garat, /w aoi. 

perhaps 
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perhaps entitled to a ftill greater degree of praife, 
for overcoming the prejudices that warp themfelve* 
round the hu|»an heart. Attached to the haughty 
claims of the nobility by birth, he warmly contended 
for Plebian privileges from convlftion. Interefted 
in the duration of the ancient government, by ho- 
.nours, by places, and by penfxons, he never betrayed 
the deftjnies of his country, but ftedfaftly perfe- 

' vered in the firft wifli of a reafonable being-^that 
of a free government ; and the chief duty of a philo- 
fpher-*the melioration hf the human fpecies. 

The legiflature of France, which had bafely per- 

. mitted him to be outlawed, at length paid a willing 
homage to his memory ♦. But his own works will 
refcue his injured name from oblivion, and the fu- 
ture hiftorians of bis native land, will avenge his 
infulted manes. 



^ The convention on the 13th Gtrmnal^ I796> decreed as fol*^ 
lows : 

^ Art. L La commiflion ex^utif de l*in(lrudion publiqut ac« 
^uerera fur les fonds mis a fa difpofition 3000 exemplalres de 
Touvragc pofthume de Condorcet, intitule, " EfquiflTe, &c." 

II. Le comite d'inflrudtion publique eft charge de veilier a ce 
que ces 3000 exemplaires foient dillribues dans Tetendue de la re- 
publique, & de la maniere la plus utile a Tinftrudlion. Chaque 
mcmbrc de la convention en recevra un cxemplaire." 
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The following faSls and dates may prove Inter ejttng^ 
perhapsy to fuch readers as are dejirous of more 
particular information concerning the above i7- 
luftrious character. They arrived too late to be 
incorporated in the life. 



John-Anthony-Nicholas Caritat, ci-devant Mar- 
- quis of Condorcet, was called by the firft of thefe 
names in France, on the annihilation of nobility, 
although he ftill continued to be known, and cele- 
brated all over Europe, by the fecond. 

He was defcended from an ancient family, and was 
korn at Ribeniont, in Picardy, on the 17th of "Sep- 
tember 1743*. 

At the age of fifteen, he was fent to the college of 
Navarre, and diftinguifhed himfelf white there, by 
his attachment to mathematicks and phyficks, in 
which he excelled onie hundred and twenty fcholars, 
attending the fame courfe of inftruSion. 

On his return home, be continued to cultivate 
geometry, and in order to have better opportunities 
for improvement, he repaired to Paris, "in 1762, 
where lie attended the ckemical courfe of Macquer 
' and Beaume, and frequented the literary focieties 
which D'Alembert had afTembled at the houfe of 
Mademoifelle de LeipinafTe. 



Notice fur la vie et les ouvragef de Ccmdorcet, Par J. Lalande. 

When 
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When only twenty-two ^ears of age, he acquiFe4 
confiderabie reputation by his work on Integral 
CalculationSy and was already numbered among the 
firft mathematicians of EuropeJ 

In 1767, he publifliedhis folution of the Prdblem 
of three Bodies, 

In 1768, appeared the firft part of his Analytinat 

He was received into the Academy of Sciences on 
the 8th of March 1769, and from that period until 
1773, he enriched the volumes . publilhed annually 
by that learned bodyy with memoirs on infinite yi- 
r/Vj, partial afid finiti differences-^ equations ofcon^ 
ditioriy ^c. 

About the f^me time, he prefented an anonymous 
pamphlet to the publick, in which he defended the 
philofophers againft the attack made on them, by the 
author of " Les Trois Sieclesy* and employed ridicule 
with admirable effe£l, in the caufe and advancement 
of truth. 

On the lOth of June 177J, he was appointed fe- 
cretary of the Academy of Sciences, and in addition 
to the Eloges of deceafed members, he added the 
lives of fuch learned men, as had been omitted by 
Fontenelle. 

In 1782, he was eledted a member of the French 
Academy, 

About the end of the' year 1786, Condorcet mar- 
ried Maria-Sophia de Grouchy, a lady brought up in 
the family of the amiable and unfortune Duke de 
Rochefaucauld. v To this connexion, he appears to 

have 
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have been lefs incited by her youth, beauty and ac« 
compliftments, than a generous fenfibility *. 

In 1787, appeared his life of Turgot, to which 
he did not at firft affix his nam«. 

Aware of the influence and importance of perio* 
dical works, he contributed largely to the Journal 
de Paris^ and Le Chronique 5 and but a little before 
his death, he undertook, in concert with the famous 
Sieyes, now ambaflador at Berlin, a new^ journal, 
which hsiifozial inJiru6iion for its obje^^i. 

In 1791, he compofed a pamphlet an favbur of a 
republican government^ and he was permitted tm 
keep his office of fecretary to the Academy of Set* 
ences, even after he had obtained a feat in the legif- 
lature. , * 

When the greater part of the crowned heads of 
Europe menaced enfranchifed France with a bloody 
war, he drew up a manifeftp on that fubjeS. ' . 
He was an early member of the jacobin dub, and 
a conftant attendant 'there, fo long as it proved fet* 
viceable to the commonwealth, but no fooner did 
that fociety affume a ferocious afpeft, than he with-* 
drew f . 

When Loui* XVI. was conduced to the Temple, 
Condorcet was nominated by the Aflembly to draw 
up a memorial, juftifying its proceedings, to all 
Europe, 



• He was fefcinatcd with the tender and courageous anxiety with 
jx^hich flic watched the couch and aflfuaged the fufferings of the foa 
of the Prefident du Paty, who had been bitten by a mad doj. 
• \ Condorcet retired in March 1792. 

G In 



yGoosIe 



,gl 



62 CONDORCET. 

In the National Convention, he alfo aded a dif* 
tinguiflied part, and was chairman of the committee 
appointed to prepare the new republican confti-* 
tution. 

After R<^fpierre had iatiated his vengeance on 
the Brtffitins^ Condorcet obtained an afylum during 
iSiveral months, in the houfe of a worthy Parifian 
feoiade, wh6 compaffionated his misfortunes, al'^* 
though (he was unacquainted with ettfaer his perfbn 
H>r hiftory. 

In March 1794, he was obliged to quit bis con- 
Cfaltaent, in confequence of the menaces thrown 
cut, refpe^ling a &r\&, donuciliary vifit. 
• Having efcaped the vigilance of thofe ftationed 
at the barriers, he pafTed the firft night on the plaiil 
of Mant-Rsuge. On die next morning, he repaired 
to the iKxufe (^ an old friend at Fontenai, who un^ 
fortunately had gone to Paris, and was not expedled 
to return for fome days* In this horrid ft^te of l&f- 
penfe, he fpem one night in .a qiKirry, and anotlter 
under a tree in an open field. 

On the third day, he haftened t^ meet hi^ friend) 
but the interview was fhort apd unfapsfaftory ; after 
a licarty refrefbment, it was at laft agreed, that 
he ihould once more d^rt, in order to avoid fufpi^ 
cton, and return again at night, when all the fer^^ 
Vants had retired to their beds. . 

In the mean time, he was obliged to Wander aboqt 
the environs of Clamar, and being greatly exhaufted 
and fatigued, he entered an ak houfe in the neigh* 
bourhoodj where his long beard) and haggard looks,^ 

having 
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having expofcd him to fufpicion, he was {eized by 
a member of the revolutionary comn[iitte, and tranf- 
ferre(} to the diftrift of BourgJa-Reine. 

Happening to arrive too late to be interrogated 
that night, he was confined under thename of P/Vrr/ 
Simony with a view of being fent to Paris^ but.be 
was found dea4 next morning, on the 28th of 
March. 

Thus fell one of the greateft philofophers, and 
^bleft writers, that "have adorned the prcfent age. In 
private life he was extremely amiable, but neither 
bis converfation nor deportment befpoke thcextent 
of his genius. It was on this account, that D^Alem- 
bert was accuftomed to compare him to ^^ a volcano 
covered with fhow.*' 

In refpeft to his pofthumous works, his " Sketch of. 
the Progrcfs of the human mind," written during his 
concealment in the capital, is only the outline of a 
greater undertakings which he intended to have 
liniihed, had he lived but a fliort time longer. 

He has alfo left behind him, a TvzSt on CalcuU* 
tion, and an Elementary Treatife on Arithmetick. 

A. daughter of Condorcet,* by his wife, is ftill 
alive J he was greatly attached to both, and it is to. 
be hoped, that the relatives of fo great a man will b© 
ipeedily refcued from their prefent unhappy fituatiom 
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It is almoft impoffible to detail the chai*a£ler 
of this man, for he is defcribed to be a monfter by 
one party, and hailed by the other as a martyr of 
liberty. 

Without prefuming to decide on this queftion, we 
fliall here mention a few fails, hitherto uncontro- 
. yerted, cither by his friends or his enemies, 
. Jofeph Chalier, was born at Beautard in Dau- 
phiny. His parents, who were natives of Piedmont^ 
repaired foon after to their native country, ,where ht 
was educated, and became a prieft, 
• After receiving the fonfure^ the young man re- 
turned to France, where he performed mafs during 
two years. 

In 1792, he was elefted a municipal officer of 
T.yons, but was fufpended from his fun<Stions by the 
department. 

On the 1.5th of Auguft, of the fame year, he com- 
plained in perfon to the national aflembly, of the in- 
juftice that had bsen done him, and demanded his re-»' 
eftablifhment. He not only obtained this, but was 
created prefident of the tribunal of Lyons. 

The inhabitants of that city having coalefced with 
the infurgent departments, were oppofed by Chalier, 
whom they feized and condemned before a tribunal 
of their own eredion. No fooner, however, did the 
convention triumph over the Lyonefj, than 1 is death' 
was avenged, and a monument ere<fted to hi 3 me- 
mory at the publick expcnce. 

FERREYRA. 
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Tbi9 extraordinary-fiian was aGafcon* by btftb^. 
« Jew.by religion, and, like moft. of his fe£l, was- 
called after one ef tbe ancient patriarchs f • 

Like moft of them alfo he followed commerce a9« 
atprofeffion; but his mind was not narrowed or de^ 
1>afed by that fpirit of traffick which we either-find' 
or fuppofe to accompany the children of Ifraerduring * 
the prcfent age* On the contrary, he* was frank 
and open in his manners, and had fuch aa utter di(l. 
regard to wealth, that he fquandered a large fortune ' 
with a prodigality truly Chriftian I In ihort, while 
a young man,^ he was at once very opulent and very > 
gay, and is well known to many. of the Engljih by 
having fupported a lady of quality of our nation with - 
great fplendour at Paris. 

He often indeed repaired to this ifliind, and what^ 
is not a littk extraordinary for a Frenchman, fpoke 
the language like a native. During oneof his vifits •> 
here, he got acquainted with and married the daugh« • 
terof a rich Jew in the city, with whom he got 
about 70,0001. fterlinge 

The revolution may be confidered as the jubilee 
of the GalHcan Jews, and had it achieved nothing 
elfe than the emancigation of that oppreffed race of 

* He was born at Bayonne, in^ or about the year 2743. 
t Jacob. 
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men, it would of courfe have formed an epoch in 
the hiftory of humanity *. 

Perreyra, who had often fuffered for the fuppofed 
mifdeeds of his nation, eighteen centuries before Kis 
bavn birth^ and who, until itow, was fcarcely confi- • 
dered as a man, found himfelf all at once elevated 
to the rank of a French citizen ! The eleftrick 
flkock, that was felt from one end of the nation t6 
the other, fcems to have vibrated with double forc« 
upon his heart, and he determined to devote his life 
and fortune to the propagation and defence of that 
liberty to which he was indebted for his cnfran- 
chifement. 

He accordingly, from the very commencement ©f 
the revolution, took an aftive part in the conteft, and 
repeatedly diftinguifhed himfelf on the popular fido- 
Or every occafion he was aftive, intrepid, and enter- 
prifing, and never fpared his private fortune or perfonal 
exertions, when either or 'both could be ufefuL 

. Notwithftanding the prophet Samuel was a great 
fbickler for a theocratical commonwealth, and a 
great enemy to kings, it appeared fomewhat ftrangc 
tQ behold a modern Ifraelite, frefli from the ex- 
• ■ I '■ " ■> I • • • I ' II 111 I ■ • ■ ■ I ■ 11 > 1 ,1 1 

♦ We now live'diinng an age, in which tlic liberation of a whole 
fiation anay be intimately connedled with the publication of a fingle 
pamphlet! This fed^is nearly demonftrable in the prcfent inftance,. 
for it was a trad from the pen of the celebrated Abbe Gregoire, now 
conftitutional bi/hop of Blois, that firft aroufed the feelings of his 
countrymenin behalf of the oppreffcd Ifraclites, and to the honour of 
France and of Chriftfanity, by an extenfipn of civil rights, madt 
tfaepd ccafe so be c^nfi^^red as a feparate^ apd degraded nation. 

change 
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change of Bourdeaux, preaching up the docStrine of 
equality, deprecating the refpefl: conferred on wealth, 
and urging the advantages refulting from republican 
ihftitutions. But this, which of itfe)f would at any ' 
other time have formed an epoch,, occurred at a pe-- 
riod'of the French hiffory when nothing appear- 
ed uncommon, becaufe eveiy thing was ^xtraof"di- ' 
nary ! • 

It would have been furprifing if fuch a man had 
not been employed in the publick fervice. Jacob • 
Perreyra, foon after the battle of Jemappe, which 
decided the fate of the Low Countries, was accord- 
ingly nominated a commiffioner in Belgium ; but 
on this, as on every other occafion, his zeal wgs 
at leaft difinterefted, for while La Croix and many 
others were amaffing large fortunes by plunder and 
confifcatiori, this defcendant of Abraham, as if to 
put the rapacity of the Chriftians to the blufli, 
would receive no ftipend or cofnpenfation what- 
ever from the government, but, on the contrary, 
performed all his . funftions with the ftri<Sleft in- 
tegrity, and even defrayed his awn expenfes from 
his private purfe. * 

But this was not all. He was one of the firft 
to found the. inclinations,' difcover the intentions, 
and difcomfit the treachery of Dumouriez.— ^T-he 
moment he perceived th^t this general had entered 
into a fecret correfpondence with the Auftrians, 
he difpatched a courier to Paris, ^nd with a de- 
termination of charafter peculiar to himfelf, en- . 
tcred ValcncicOTCS, and' declared that and all the 

neigh* 
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neighbouring fbrtrcffes " in a ftate of ficgc." The . 
energy of this meafure difcomfited the treafon of 
the revolted x:hief, and the republick was perhaps . 
indebted to him at th^t critical moment for its very, 
exiftence. 

. In the mean time war was declared againft thi»: 
country, apd cvcxy thing Engliih, from being be», 
loved to excefs, became odious. All thofe of that, 
natioa then refiding in Fxance, were ordered to be 
arretted, and among the reft, the wife of Perreyra. 
was about to be fent to prifon ! 

On this, the intrepid Jew repaired to the committee > 
of publick fafety, armed with a pair of piftols, one 
of which he brandifhed in his hand, and addrefl*-, 
ing himfelf to the author of this cruel meafure, fpoke: 
thus : 

<< Did not I, Robefpierre, fave the conunonwealth • 
10 Belgium ? Did not I deteft the treafon of Du- . 
mouriez, and render his defeflion harmlefs ? Have I . 
not ferved . the ftate, without fee. or. reward, and , 
kept my hands clean, when.others fuUied theirs mth 

the p^blick fpoil ? And by way of re*, 

warding me, have you not exaSed a law, that would . 
rob me of my wife, and (hut her up in a dungeon I 
Either reicind the decree, or •••••• •. 



He was not fuffered to proceed any further, for 
the dictator was fufficiently acquainted with his de«. 
termination, to be afraid oif his refentment. A com* . 
promife accordingly took place, and.an'amcndmefxtt 
was. infertcd by the jegiflatmr^ dcqlaring that, a wo- . 

man 
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man married to a French citizen, (hould be exempt 
from the operation. of the a<£l ! 

Perreyra now congratulated himfelf on account of 
the fuccefs of his intervention in behalf of his wife, 
and his vidlory over the tyrant, but he forgot that he 
had awakened Iiis fears, and his fufpicions, and that it* 
was a maxim with that monfter, never to forgive ! 
. Let it be recollected too, how many, and. how 
various were the means of deftru6lion in his power ; 
and that to wifli for, and to efFeft the aflaffination 
of a citizen, was one and the fame thing. It will not 
furprife any one, therefore, when it is narrated, that 
this brave and unfortunate man, was arretted under 
falfe pretences *, that he was fent to prifon, brought 
before a revolutionary tiibunal, included in one of the 
firft batches^ as they were then termed, and perlflie^ 
byihe guillotine, on the 23d of March, 1794. - 

Jacob Perreyra, was about fifty-one years of age 
at his death. He was of a fmall ftature, and pofleff* 
ed that dark glofly hair and dingy kind of complexion, 
which the Jews feem to have brought with them 



• He was implicated with many others, in the affair of Ptrt 
Duchfne, the name affumed by Hebert } the following ii rxtradl* 
ed- from the indidment: 

<* Tous convamcus d'etre auteur* 011 complices d'une confpi- 
ration qui a exifte coatrc la liberie, la furcte du peuple Fran- 
|0is, tendante a troubler TEtat par une guerre civile, en armant 
lef citoyens les uns contre ks autrcs, par fuite de laquelle let 
conjures devoicnt, dans le courant de vent.ofe, diflbudre la re- 
prefentation nationals, ai^SflTmer fes membres et detruire le gou- 
verncmcnt rtpublicain, pour donncr un tyran a TEtat/^ 

from 
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from Paleffine, andpreferved even in the moft north- 
ern latitudes of Europe. There was fomething 
very particular in his phyfiognomy ; and this was 
heightened perhaps, by a pair of large black eyes, 
which on particular occafions, he would fix on the. 
countenance of the perfon with whom.he converfed^ 
and look as it were, into the inmoft recefles of the foul. 

He was much attached to, and protected many of 
the Englifh, previoufly to the feizure of Toulon, 
by lord Hood ; even then, he'did not abandon fuch as. 
be efteemedi but this circumftance had nearly proved) 
fetal to one gentleman, after his execution, for the, 
jealoufy of Robefpierre never flumbered> it evea 
furvivedthe lives of his vi&ims, and their friendS; 
were fure at leaft to inherit his enmity ! . , 

Perreyra was a man of wit, and excelled at a re^ 
partee. An amiable Irifh lady of great rcfpefbbilityj^. 
at whofe table he dined one day, for the firft time, 
happened to enquire for a favourite barbette^ who 
was named after the legiflator of the Hebrews. He 
accordingly made his appearance, with a long, fcaggyi. 
IfarelLtiQi beard. 

** -Upon my word, madam !" exclaimed the Jew* 
commiffioner, " if you perfevere in calling your dog 
MosEs, I am determined to be even with you, for 
I will chriften mine J. . . . C .••... !'* 
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This extraordinary pcrfon was born at StraAurgli^ 
in 1753- In order to all^iate the misfortunes of hit 
fellow creatures, he procured himfelf to be nominar- 
cd on^ of the commifTaries of St. Lazare, in which 
fitviation he was eminently ferviceable to the pri« 
Toners detained thore. 

The following inftance of humanity, ought t6 
conciliate the efteem of mankind. 

An unfortunate man confined under his juriOic^ 
tton, being uneafy about the fate of a wife and three 
children, who were likely to be reduced by his cap- 
tivity to the utmoft mifery, addrefTed himfelf to 
Cange, and requeued that he would procure him 
fome intelligence concerning his family. 

On 'this the commiflTary repaired to the place of 
their abode, ^nd ^fter having fulfilled his miffion, 
being greatly afFedled at the wretchedneft around 
him, he drew a hundred livres from his pocket, be- 
ing all he poflefTed^ and gave half to the unhappy 
womfin. 

f' Here," faid he, " is fomething that your huf- 
baAd has fent you; he borrowed, it from an old 
friend, who ^happens to be one of his fellow priu 
fpners : be hbppy -, as for hhn, he wants for no^ 
^hing." 

On his retutn to the huftand-, " your wife and 
children are all wisll," faid he, " and they are in nb 
need of any thing, as a generous and compbfRonate 
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neighbour has fupplied all their neceffities — and here 
are fifty livres which your fpoufe has charged me to 
prefent you with." 

On the 31ft of.Mj^yi when the jails were opened, 
the prifoner returned to his family, and he and his 
wife thanked each other, for the fupport mutually 
afforded in the midft of their common diftrefs. At 
.length an explanation taking place, they difcovered 
that they were indebted folcly to the liberality of 
■Cange, gnd repairing to his abode, they bathed the 
hands of their generous bcnefaftor with the tears of 
gratitude. 

LA RIVIERE. 

Henry la Riviere, was born at Fala ife, in the ci^ 
deyant Normandy, now included within the depart- 
ment of Calvados. His father, who had been an ob* 
fcure tradefman,. refided at a little diftance from the 
jfamous tower, in which William the Bajiard-^ as he 
was fometime^ accuftomed to ftyle himfelf, or tb^ 
Conqueror^ as we are reluctantly obliged to call him, 
was born. In th^ language of the vulgar, he had 
" the advantage'* over that prince, in point of legi* 
timate birth, and w^s pretty much on ah equality 
with his mother, Harlotta, fhe b^ing the daughter of 
a tanner, and he the fon of an inn-keeper of the 
very fame town ! 

On the death of hefr hufband, although left only 

with a pittance, of four hundred livres {about 

^.17 10/. of our money) per annumy Madame la 
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Riviere found means, by dint of a fcverc^ but laud^. 
able economy, not only to fupport herfelf decently, 
but alfo to procure a liberal education for youngHenry. 

The boy muft have applied himfelf to his ftudies 
yrith great induftry and fuccefs, for we learn, that 
he entered on logick before he had attained his 
fixteonth year. A handfome lad, with a beau- 
tiful face, and lively complexion^ exhibiting in 
his converfation the early flaflies of genius, and 
affording the promife of future greatnefs, would of 
courfe gratfify a fond parent, and intereft every^ heart 
pbflefled of fenfibility. > 

It was formerly the cuftom in France, to rear up 
all the promifing young men for the church ; but this 
does not feem to have been a plant calculated to 
thrive in the vineyard of the Apoftle^. Inftead o#« 
reading the exploits of the early martyrs, or addifting 
kimfelf to the perufal of the primitive fathers, he ex- 
hibited a mod perverfe antipathy to mafs, and publicic 
prayers of every kind ; nay, he could not be prevailed 
upon even to get his catcchifm by heart, although in 
refpeft to fuch books as convinced his reafon, rather 
than appealed to his faith, and which were devoured 
rather than pemfed, " his memory proved uncom- 
monly tenacious. This untoward inclination of 
courfe rendered him fit for nothing but a philofopher, 
and the priefts who prefided over the feminary of 
Falaife, either difappointed in the hopes of feeing him. 
become one of their own fraternity,, or indignant at 

H his 
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his rebellion againft their creed, puniflied him fcvercly 
for the fins of omifjion *. 

. La Riviere was at length fent to Caen, at that 
titne famous for its college. There he dudicd 
civil law, and on his return home became "^an avocat^ 
or barrifter: but nbtwithftanding Normandy f has 
been celebrated for its peculiar attachment to that 
icience, and Falaife Has produced feveral eminent 
men of the coif^ yet he acquired but little practice. 
.He has, indeed, been always better known as a 
nan of letters than a lawyer. 

It generally happens, that in ftates which have 
long groaned' under tyranny, the clafs of men bred 
to the bar is the firft to declare in favour of the 
emancipation of the people. I appnehcnd- that this 
originates in their fuperiour education, which affords 
them at once the means of detection and comparifon. 
They are not governed by any holy fcrupUs^ like 
the clergy, and, like other members of the mo- 
narchy, they are occafionally fubjeSed to the rod of 
power. In fbort, when they themfelves do not pro* 
fit by oppreffion, there is no body of men more rea- 
dy, or more able, to combat againft the opprefTors 
of all. 

»■! ■ ^ I I IM II » I I .. ■ I ■ I ...I . III,.. I ... ■ 

* He is faid to have aflerted with Chamfoit << that he loved the 
fiir fcx, and liberty, too well to belong to thexhurcli.*' The church 
•f Roitie, however muft have been greatly belied, if holy orders proved 
any exdafion to the former of thefe enjoyments. 

f Antcriour to the revolution, Ihc Normans were proverbially 

' >^ . This 
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. This appeared to be eminently the cafe in the in- 
&ncy of the French revolution, and had not this clafs of 
men, which in the exile and puniihment of the parlia- 
ments, had been expofed to the moft terrible humilia**- 
tions, declared loudly for a change, it perhaps would 
never have been cfFefled. 

Henry la Riviere was not elefbed a member of 
the ftates -general, for the convocation of which his 
corps had folicited^ but having declared himfelf 
friendly to the recent changes, he was deputed to the 
convention by his native department. 

While there, he difplayed, as ufual, great modera<« 
tion; and we are inclined to think that he did not 
vote for the death of the King, as> on examining the 
lift, we do not find his name included among tho(<r 
who countenanced that b©ld meafure^ 

In the fucceeding dilutes, he neither joined the 

conriefted himfelf with the Girandtfis^ a fet of men 
whofe morals were pure, whofe intentions were 
upright, and v^ho were deficient in enteprize 
alone* 

As one of that party, he would have fiourifliedy. 
and with it he fell ; for, having protefted againft the 
decrees* which, in violation of all law, had at one time 
condemned twenty-one deputies to death by theguil* 
Jotine, and forced feveral more to peri(h, either by 
famine or their own hands ; he was outlawed along 
with feveral of his colleagues. , 



• Thofc of the 31ft of May, and ift and ad of June 1793- 

H 2 During 
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During the terrour of Robefpierre's adffiiniftratfof^ 
Henry la Riviere found means to conceal himfelf, 
and while many of the profcribed reprefentatives Were 
from time to time cut off by the hand of the cxccu-- 
tioncr, he was lucky enough to efi:ape. 

At length the crimes of the tyrant called aloud 
for puntfhmenty and on the 28th of July 1794} the 
two Robefpierres, Couthon, St. Juft, Hcnriot, &c» 
were arretted and executed. 

A fair opportunity now ^refented itfelf of recalling 
.the exiles. It was not, however, until the 8th of Marcfr 
1795, that the decree which menaced their heads was 
refcinded ; but on that aufpicious day they were in- 
vited into the bofom of the convention, by what 
feemed to the publick to be an a£k of citation ra- 
ther than of oblivion. 

Id was then that the appearance of Louvet, who 
iiad conceulcd hlmf^u^ fc!T:*tinrr5 in the grottoes of 
St. Emillion, and fortietimes in the caverns of Jura, 
aftcnilhcd his friends and terrified his enemies. It 
was then that Kervelegan, after wandering amidft 
the marlhes of Calvados and along the fliores o£ the 
- Gironde, again entered the hall of the legiflature. 
It v^s then that la Riviere too, -after beings indebted 
to fricndfliip for his life, refumed his feat among 
bis colleagues, which he, however, was fated to re- 
tain but for a fhort time. > 

Accuftomed to preach up the principles 6f mode- 
ration, with an energy very different from any thing 
conneded with that amiable quality, and faied al- 
ways to be in a minoiity; foon after his return^ 

he 
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he joined the members who oppofed the prevailing fyf- 
tem, and as that party increafed, his profpeds feemed 
to brighten. He was accordingly ekfted prefident 
by the legiflative body, and, what is fingular enough, 
on-the igth of June 1797, he aftually fucceeded Pi- 
chegru, whom he now accompanies in exile; 

In lefs than three months, however, he was doomed 
to experience a fecond profcr iption ; for he was con- 
demned to be tranfported, along with Andre, Aubri^ 
fioifly d'Anglas, Camille Jourdan, Saladin, Siiheon, 
&c. on the 4th of September.. 

On this, as on the Thermidarean revolution, the 
kgiflative body difpenfed with all the forms of law, 
and fufpended all the principles of juftice; for the: 
deputies were baniftied without the intermediate- 
agency of a tribunal, or a recurrence to the boafted. 
trial by jury. It ought alfo to be obferved, that on. 
the latter occafion the ntcejjtty was not fo dearly 
cftablifhed as on the former; for it can never be* 
pretended that Carnot, Barthelemy, Pichegru, &c^ 
were equally formidable with Robcfpierre and his 
colleagues, who, in addition to the-municipality of 
Paris, armed by them in an inftant, wielded all the 
treafures and all the rrfources of the empire! 



M, DE LA RIVEi 

This is one of the many meteors of the National- 
Affembly that blazed but for a day, and then fud^ 
denly funk into night. 

H 3, ^ . Hi»^ 
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His appearance, however, was ominous for the 
clergy, as he combated their fecular prctenfiojis with 
unceafing ardour, and taught them to feel, m the true 
fpirit of the gofpel, that their kingdom was not of 
this world, . • 

" Religion," exclaimed he, " undoubtedly ought 
to exercife her rights ; but this exercife is only over 
the hearts cf men. She neither poffeffes leglflative, 
nor ju licial power: for the leader of the Apoftles 
has not ^ iven the priefthood the world to govern^ 
but to confole and inftruil*.'* 



COCHON. 

One of our own poets f thanked God, that h\$ 
name would not admit of a pun ! The fenfibrlity. 
•f fuc'i a man muft have been gi'eatly affefted indeed,, 
had l>e been known by the fame appellation as this 
Frenchman; for fimiles would then have run on all' 
fours, and the very children grunted out the con«» 
lemptuous aruHon ! - 

The father of C' chon was Seneschal, or feu*- 
dal iudge of the fief of Champdeniers in Poitou, and 
k appears that he was a very worthy man; but he 



* La religion a des dr<nts fans doute k exercer, m&is elle ne'doit' 
ki extrcer que fur )es cceurs j ^«ile n'a par elie-mfme m pQifiaucc 
Ic^inacive, ni puiUTancc judiclare ; le fondatcur dcrs Apdtresne kur 
a point donne le monde a gouvcrner) mais letikment a cpofokr et 
^ itiilmirtf *c. 

f >Sbenftone« 

^ lived 



yGooQle 



gl 



' coCHoir- ^ 

IrveJ at a period when the prejudices of his country-- 
men made them beftow that cfteem on birth, which 
appert^ns only to virtue and talents, and he would 
have accordingly been obliged to give the fas to the 
aioft profligate marptiSyVntYiin the dominions of- ihf 
monarchy. 

To the children of men, m this fituation, there 
were but two genteel profellions opfen, during the 
ancient government.^ The fittt was the churchy 
the^econd, the law: Ibr the army and navy were in- 
terdi£bd to- plebeians, and commerce and even me* 
dicine, if not a«Ekially difhonourable,^ wer& at leaft 
accounted tneain. 

Young CocAon was bred an advocate: his namt^ 
perhaps, would have been more fui table to th^ ftatton 
of a fat and lazy friar, unable to waddle beyond the 
conventual ftye, and wallowing in the filth of his 
•wn beailLy excefs: but as the French, of all na-* 
tions in th^ world, have ever been the moft- exquU 
fitely affefted by a jeft, this of itftlf wouW have- afc 
forded a reafon paramount to^very other eonikkr- 
ation^ whatever^ and deterred f«oin any thing like a 
call to therecclefiaftical ftate. 

The revolution opened a new field to enterprifing 
lawyers of all defcriptions, and our young ad- 
*vocate either was, or affected to be, fmitten with 
the charms of equality. This alone, was a fuffi* 
cient recommendation to publick efteem, and as he 
was neither deficient in zeal nor abilities, he was 
Bominated a deputy to the national convention, from'^ 

th« 
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rhc department of the Deux^Sevres. In this fitua- 
tion he affifted at the trial of the4cing) and adualiy 
voted for his death ; a circumftance that now appears 
rather extraordinary, for he has of late been conii*'^ 
dered as a royaltji in his heart, and it muft be owned, 
that his condu£l has been at times equivocaL 

Being a man of a keea and penetrating genius>. 
be was appointed minifter of police under the direc^^ 
torial government^ and during the confpiracy, headed' 
by Drouet and Baboeuf, he exhibited many remark* 
able inftances of his knowledge, vigilance, and pe« 
lietration. By means of his fpies, who wormedi 
themfelves into the confidence of the oppofite party,, 
he iiad become pofleffed of the clue of the plot, and 
was a£tually acquainted with the very hour when 
the infurjreaion. was to burft forth. 

It was his opinion, indeed, that the infurgents 
ought not to have been crushed in the bud, but, oiv 
the contrary, permitted ta recur to arms,, as in this 
cafe the real chiefs would have difcovered them«- 
felves, men of greater confequence than the oftenfible 
leaders would have been involved, ^nd. the agency 
of foreign natTons become notorious to all Europe* 
—The Dire^ory, however, thought otherwife, for 
they were too much alarmed at the energy of the jaco- 
bins, to permit a conteft. Theconfequence accords 
ingly was as the minifter had predid^ed : a fewobfcure 
men were puniihed, and the. real authors of the plot 
are to this day unknown* 

On another occafion, however, the conduia of the. 

chief of the police experienced lefs fuecefs, and met 

I with 
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With a ffnatrer idfegree of approbation. The eftates of 
the emigracits had been eonfifcated and fold, and al^ 
though the minds of individuaU might be afiuated 
with pity at their dtftrefleii yet, a» the publick ftitb 
was pledged to thepurchafers, and the return of the 
original pofleflbrs in a body would hare been accom- 
panied with the moft ftniftrous tffe&Sy and in alt 
human probability produced a counter-revolutions 
every ftep towards this was of courfe watched with 
a jealous eye. The project, however, was attempted 
on a fmal'l feale, and that too by one who had fat on 
judgment on Louis XVI. and in the opinion of thoie 
very emigrants, whom he now wifhed eflentially to 
ferve, had " defiled hirafelf with the Wood of liis fo»- 
vereign/* and could not " be pardpned ! '* 

The condu£l of fome men defies fpeculatipn, and 
tye are only competent, on fuch occafions, not to 
dackk on motives, but fimply to record fa£ts« It 
appears then that Cochon, having collected and con- 
fulted all the decrees refpetffeing the fugitives, pub- 
iiftied an arreie on this fubjeft, and fo fer. was thjs 
affair Carried, that tht bureau des loix was afiembled^ 
in order to deliver its opinion. 

This affair of courfe made a great noife. The 
more decided republicans affected to confider it as 
{Preparatory to the recall of all the emigfiants, and 
the reftorarion of their property. The moderately 
on the other hand, appeared to praife it as an aft of 
fuftice, and boafled that thenceforward refpeftable, 
femilies would no longer be harraffed under pretence- , 
of emigration. The direftory, however, at laft 

yielded 
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yielded to the publick clamour, and the minifter wat 
^ifmifled from his employments, to the great regret 
of all the royal ifts. 

He himfelf, indeed, was actually deftined to fufFer 
expatriation foon after, under pretence of royalifnij for 
the name of Cochon was included in the roll of pro« 
fcription of the 4th of September 17971 in confequence 
of which, he was fent to the (torching regions of South 
America I 

The ex-minifter was admirably calculated for the 
department, which he at one time filled with great 
applaufe, and had he not intermeddled with the grand 
arcana of government, might have proved highly 
ufeful to his country, by purging Paris of the ruffians 
which iqfeft, and the perturbators of the publick re* 
pofe who are continually employed in agitating it. 

Cochon has fomething of the look of an alguazil 
tbout him, for his large bi^ok eyes ieeiii to uc per* 
petually on the Watch, to difcover a plot, or furpnfe 
a thief. He is alfo a man of great audacity, ^nd the 
moft exemplary courage. In (hort, he is admirably 
calculated for a ftormy and tempcftuous period, and 
would either be a formidable opponent of, or a pow- 
erful aid to any goveniment*. 



BA- 



,• While minifter of police, Cochon was accuftomcd to laugh 
at his own name, and aAually refufed to fign an ordtr forprcvcnt* 
ing the ftrects of Paris from being infefted with fwinc, ** becaufc," 
faid he, *< the Hogs will not rcfpc^ tlie commands of a Hog ! **-« 
<* Un des trait? du caradere gai dc Co: ton, jc'eft que pour occuper 
cette fociete du bon ton, qu^on defigne fous le nom de Legion^ il 
leur donne fon propre nom a ridicuUrvr, comme on jette un os a un 
chlec pour fc garantir foi -m^me de fes. morfures^ et il rit lui mSme 

dc>L 
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BA2IRE. 

Claude Bazire, born at Dijon, in 1764, was keeper 
of the archives of the ci-devant province of Burl 
gundy, and became a deputy to the legiflative aflem- 
bly, in i79i. He was alfo a member of the com^ 
mittee of general fafety. 

This rcprefentative joined himfelf to the fadion 
of the mountain^ and became one of its warmeft' /up- 
porters. 

He voted for the death of the king, and the prof- 
^ription of the Brijfotins ; and he was equally vio- 
lent againft both. In truth, his whole political life 
was a feries of denunciations, and he was by turns, 
the accufer of all parties, and all men. 

At length, he leagued himfelf with Danton, and 
being implicated' in a confpiracy, " to deftroy 
the national convention, maffacre the patriots, and 
ire-eftablifli royalty in France," he. was execut- 
•ed on the 5th of April 1794^ in the thirtieth year of 
iiis age. 

it was obferved by the royaliAs on this occafion, 
^ that Robefpierre, having nobody more to accufe, 
amd therefore finding Ba^ire ufelefs, he had fent him 
alfo to the guillotine." 

des plalfantcries fales ct plates, dont ion nom fcwl eft le fujet : on 
lui dcmandoit un ordre centre Ic )cu de ballon dans Ics rues, qu'il 
accorda, et en lYieme temf un«defen<e de laiifer les cochons courir 
librcnnent j 11 refufa, en difant, parceque its coekont ne reffegferaiem ^a$ 
Pordrt di Cochon.'' 

Fragments fur Paris, parF. J. L. Meyer, L. D. 
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HASSENFRATK. 

f The man diftinguiflied by this bai4>arous fiam^y 
Itke the late John Hunter, is fsud to have been a 
jotner; like him, too, he has confideraUe pretenfiont 
to ^ntus and originality* 

During the revolutionary government, he occupied 
a place in -the war-office} denounced Dumouriez, and 
all the generals, &c. 

Having efcaped from punifhment, in confequenoe 
of the amnefty proclaimed with the expiring breath 
0f the convention, he diverted his talents to gentler 
objects, and became one of the proje£lors of {PkoU 
p9lytecbnique\ the polytechnicic fchool, an cftablifli- 
ment for the encouragement of -mathematicks and 
phyficks •• 

When the confpiracy under Drouet was hatching, 
he experienced a temporary exile in the department 
of Mont'Bhnc^ but no fooner was the projedl dif- 
comfitted, than he was recalled by the direitoryi 

The perfon of Haflenfratz ferves as a foil to bis 
talents. However, notwithfta^dicg his inaufpicious 
countenance, his dirty habiliments, and his perpetual 
fiammering, his abilities are acknowledged even by 
his colleagues, "who deteft him. He is proteSed by 
an adminiftration fufpicious of his attachment, and 
liftened toby a croud of pupils, who, while they fmile 
at his difficulty of utterance, yet greedily imbibe hi^ 
inftru6tions. , 



* It aflcmblcsin theKi-ievant palace of Bourbon. 

VILATE 
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Thi^ modern Gaul, like many of his countrymen^ 
afFe£bed an ancient name, and accordingly rebaptized 
himfelf, by that of Sempronius Gracchus, ffe was 
about tweftty*two years old at the revolution, and 
precipitated himfelf into it with all the vigorous en- 
thufiafm.ofia youfi^ man of ftrong paffionsi His 
^eal occafioned him to be noticed by the decemwrsj 
and he feems to have 'lived in great intimacy with 
Barrere, St. Juft, Couthon, Billaud, Collot, and 
Rbbef^ierre. He was accordingly appointed a/Vfy- 
man (if the word be hot here prophaned), of one of 
tbofe tribonab of bloody Whi^h threw fiich-a juft ^ 
odium on their proceedings, by the fanguinary and 
inhuman Sentences they pronounced. At the period- 
of the. revolution, fubfequent to the RobefpJerrian 
tyrannjr^ we find him inftprifohed in the jail la Force^ 
foon after' which, hie publiflied a pamphlet that made' 
fkme noiie, entitled, Ckiufes ficreths. Je la Revblu'^' 
iiopt du 9 au 10 T'hermidor, 

Inthistradjheaflfertcd, ift; That Maximilian and ^ 
his counfellors, had agreed that the aftual regeneration * 
of France could not be achieved without a new 
diftribution of temtoTy>ai|d inhabitants; '. » 

2dly... That a nearly iequal decifioft of prcipefty 
fhould take place, in the manner off Lycurgus at ' 
Sparta ; . - ^ 

3dly. That in order to effe£l this, every (peciesof " 
property ftwajrld be firft brought wiAin the>fra(pct^ 
gotvernm^ti.; r.* - . -v,;-- * 

, ^ I } ^thXy. 
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4thly. That as this could not be obtained without 
immolating the great proprietors, and impreffing a 
^^Jalutary^ Urroiir** on the ixrinds of jdl, thefe mea- 
Ares Ihould be recurred to: j 

And^ 5thly« That a ceirtain number of the fam^ 
culottes (hould be facrified, in order to make room. 
for the remainder, 

> He faved his life by accufing hts quondam coad- 
jutors, and was, foon after liberated from prHon. 

CARRA. 

Jean Louis Carra^ was born at Fant^di-^VefliSy in 
1743^ and was educated for the law. Being of a 
lively and impetuous genius, and having a tafte for 
books, he foon (hook off the trammels of bis original 
profeifion, and became known as a man of letters. 
The revolution brought his talents into aifibn, and 
lifted him from obfcurity ; he was calculated both 
by nature and babit> for its moft ftormy periods. 
Uinler the. old government, he would have remained 
unknown, unlefs perhaps, he had attained an unlucky 
celebrity by being admitted t^ the honours of the 
Bafiiile. 

No fooner had the .firuggle commenced between 
popular rights and kingly prerogatives, than Carra 
entered the lifts, and brandiflied his-pen as the literary 
champion of the nation. It was eafy to foreiee the 
effe£t of a free prefs, on a people emerging from 
thraldom, and indeed, the infant fteps of French 
lTber|y, were/ foon entirely regulated hy p4fper^hitd' 
ing'Jlrings. Briffot led the way. with the PatrUUy 
.' - V. 4 and 
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and Carra followed with a paper of the fame 
fyze ♦, entitled, Lis Jnnales Pelitiques^ i^ Lite^ 
rninsy in which the celebrated Mercicr was one of 
his coadjutors, and had his name alfo prefixed to 
their joint labours. The circulation of this journal 
was aftonifcing. It was eagerly read in Paris, fub- 
fcribed for in the provinces, and tranfmitted to Flan- 
ders, Germany, Italy, Holland, America, and Eng- 
land. Its effe6ts were highly favourable to the caufe 
it was meant to fupport, and as from 14 to 1 6,000 
were .publifhed daily, it foon acquired confiderable 
iroportsmce. The more violent of the patriots be- 
came attached to it, on account of the vigorous me»- 
ftires which it recommended ; the oontinual plots 
which lit denounced ; the numerous confpiracies 
which it det^led, and -the various court intrigues 
it pretended to develope. Carra alfo contrived to 
inRife a certain prophetic fpirit into it, admirably 
fuitcd for the more remote departments 5 and it was 
generally perufed, or rather devoured^ by the armies, 
by whom it was held in gfcat efteem. Many officer^ of 
diftindion, addreffed letters to the editor, and he had 
2( great number, of correfpondents in the ranks, who 
by means ^f this channel, deteSed th? manoeuvres, 
and impeached the ariftocracy of their fuperiors. 

Roland with a fingle glance, perceived the utility 
ef^ fuch a newfpaper as die Annates^ and determined 
to reward the labours of its principal conductor. M* 
d*Ormeffcin, a nian' iaverfe to the new order of things, 

♦* A ftnall 4to jouroaL 

. I 2 having 
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having been difmifTed from the fuperihtendence df^he 
national library, the mimfterof the home depart- 
ment refolved to appoint two acknowledged patriots to- 
that office; and he accor<!ihgIy nominated Champfort 
and Carra as joint-keepers of this grekt eftabliih. 
tnent, with a falary of i66/. 10/. 4^. fterling per 
annum to each. 

Thd zeal of Carra was fooq after remunerated in a 
flill more confpicuous manner, for he was nominated' 
a deputy of the department of thef Saonc and Loire^ 
and took his feat accordingly in the Co&vfntion; 
As he ftill retained conf^derable influence anoong the 
ibldiery, he was employed on one or- two critical 
emergencies,. as commiilioner to the army, and con* 
du£ted himtelf on thofe occafions with equal adroit- 
nefs and fuccefs. The impetuofity of his chariaften, 
which would have been hurtful in the more cool de* 
liberations of the cabinet, was admirably fuited to the 
nature of a camp, and congenial to the life and man^ 
ners of a foldier. 

At length the difturbances in X^ Fendeebcgzo td 
aflume a ferious afpe£i, and it wal9 neCeffary to fend 
a confidential perfon thither, in a public. capacity, 
arnied with great powers, and invefted with all the 
attributes of fupreme command* The proconfular 
author it 14 s^ neceffary perhaps at firft^.wei-e in the 
end productive of the moft monftrous tyrapny. ^ T|ie 
civil war pccafioned the creation of them, apd Carra 
was the firft to whom they were entrufted. The 
infur^ent departments from that moment were de* 
livered over to the arbitrary caprices, and not un- 

frequently 
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frequently the brutal exceffcs of little tyrants. Thefc 
iknguinary viceroys were^en tnoi% odious^, in tlieir 
a£(ionS| than the agents of the former defpotifm ; or 
in other words, they themfelves were petty kings, 
clothed not indeed iii ermine, or adorned with 
crowns 5 royalty, in them, however, onlyaflUmed 
different attributes, and was but (lightly difguiied 
under a tri coloured robe, and a red bonnet* This 
appeared to evident, that Barbet in his celebrated 
tra£l Sur U Gouvernement RevolutionnairejCompircs 
that diigufting period, to thofe anarchical times, 
when France became a prey to many tyraints, and 
had her kings of Aquitaine, Soiflbns *, &c. 

It is but fair to remark, that the conduA of 
Carra, during his new miffion, did not Juftify the 
hopes that had been entertained of him. He is ac- 
cufed of having a^led in fuch a manner as to pro- 
long, rather than to finifh the war ; and it is noto« 
nous that he protefted one of the generals f of the 
republick, who had bafely capitulated to the infur-^ 
gents, and was even fuppofed to have betrayed his 
troops into their hands* On this he was denounced 
by the adminiftration of Indre and Loire then fitting 
at; Tours, and alfo by the popular fociety of that city^ 
He was accordingly recalled, and fixm^ loft all his 
popularity. He was even fufpeded to be in the 
pay 9f Englan4^ This vague accufation originated 

• ■ nte retour dc cet temps anarcbi^es, ou U France fcoit 

la proie de j^fieurt tyrans, oil elk avoit JTcs roit' d^Aqaitainei de 
SoiiTonSi kc, 

f QgatiBMu. 
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in a ridiculous plan formed by him> of expelling the 
Bourbons, and calling the Duke of York to the 
throne, in order to procure the countenance and pro- 
tedion of the Englifli nation. When failed in this, 
_by the put)Iic indignation, he wifhed to carve out a 
petty monarchy for his royal highnefs^ from Liege, 
Brabant, &c. &c. we have aftually feen the territory 
fairly apportioned on a well coloured map. To this 
latter fcheme, however whimfical it may Appear, the 
writer of this, has good reafon to'fiippofe, that the 
Ehgli(h miniftry at one time lent its countenance, 
Zf\A a£hially had its agents on the fpot ! 

When the revolution of the 3xft of May occurred, 
Carra, vrtio had always fided with the Gironde^ went 
into the "departments, where he had formerly been 
on miffion, and was indifcreet enough to propofe t4ie 
creation of a departemental force ; but inftead of this, ^ 
the adminiflrators whom he had offended^ voted an 
unanimous addrefs to the Convention, and thanked 
them for their energetick proceedi gs. 

The mountain having at length triumphed, Carra 
was implicated in the pretended confpiracy of the 
II' Girondift deputies, and executed on the 31ft of 
Oftober 1 793, in the 50th year of his age. 

The zeal and intrejMdity of this Angular man, out* 
ran his difcrction, and he was finking fdft into con- 
tempt, when a violent and unjuft death, reftored a 
portion of his former popularity, and threw a luftfc ' 
around a life, that otherwife would have been un- 
noticed. " 

J. B. <;a|i. 
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The Decemviral government of France was re* 
plete with unfpeakable horrours ; but it is ftill diffi- 
cult to believe, notwithftanding what has been fre- 
quently alTerted) that Robefpierre and his afibciates 
had entered deliberately and fyftematically into a, 
plan for depopu^tin'g^their native country. It will 
however be confeffed'^qn 'all hands, that the excefTes 
of tKe revolutionary .period have checked theprogrefs 
of general freaiom, and thrown an' odium on the 
zealots of democracy. This was forefeen in France^ 
and moH, if not all the fiiiifter events that have oc- 
curred, were prognofticated durii)g this atrocious ty- 
ranny, in feveral fpirited and popular * pamphlets^* 
publifhed^amidft the poniards of aflaffins, and circu- 
lated under the very platform of the guillotine. 

, Carrier, whofe narrative' is intimately conne^ed. 
with the period to which we have juft alluded, wa9 
born at Yolot in the department of Cantal>and aded; 
for fome time as 2Lpr&cureury or attorney, In the pre- 
fidial court of Aurillac. He is faid, by his biographer 
Babceuf, who experienced a.fimilar fate (for the hero 
and hiftorian were both executed) ! to have fpent a 
fife of atr<:K:ities, and Ut laft to have provoked the 
maledi(3ions an4 condemnation of all Francef. 

' • VEttncellide Raifittt l^mbre de Camillf Defmtmlim, Ex^RjuonS'/mts, 
*c. 

t *• n feut done €crirc!— Kxttc vieWoce, d^vorante, populi- 
dde— — done le hej-os monftnicux a prov<iqiie fur U i8te les male- : 
diaions, la condemnatioct de la France entlere ! ! ! ** 

La we et la crimes de Carrier, 

Although 
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Although we are not acquainted with the parti- 
culars of the firft part of his life, it appears evide;it, 
however, that he declared earfy againft the court, and 
It feems likely that he was one of the many French- 
men who converted the revolution fnto a kind of 
commercial fpeculation. Of fuch it may truly be laid 
with the divine Milton, himfelf a republican : 

<« Liceoce they mean, when they cry Liberty j 

<• For who means that, m«ft fiift be wife and good." 

The fiery ardour of Carrier, and his enthufiafm in 
fevoiir of the new order of things^ if not the efteem, 
procured him at leaft the fupport of his fellow citi- 
zens, and we accordingly find him, in ^1793, one of 
the deputies for his native department. 

It was in that dunghill of corruption, the revolu" 
iionary governmenty in which fo many crimes were 
engendered, that Carrier took root, and, like the in- 
divfdi^ls of the fungus tribe, fprung up in a fingle 
night into notice. The war of La Vendee gave 
ample (cope to his talents, and he is intimately con- 
nested wi^ its moft dreadful epochs, and moft un- 
fortunate events. While die metropolis, the great 
cities, the principal towns, and many of the villages 
of France, had made a rapid progrefs in knowledge, 
part of that imrnenfe kingdom was ftill involved in 
Gothic darknels. Bretagne, and Poitou ia particular, 
both in point of agricultural acquirements and focial 
civilisation, were biehind-faaAd with the foutherq and 
more central provinces. Thofc countries, abounding 
with forefts and morafleS) and being deficient in roads 

and 
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and canals, were impenetrable to any bat the natives. 
Thefe, in their turn, ignorant of mankind, and en* 
tireljr deftitute of inftru£lion, retained all the marks 
of feudal fubjefiion. 7 he flaves of their nobles and 
their priefts, the crofs of -the one clafs, and the.co«» 
ronet of the other, awed them into the moft abje^l 
fubmiifion. The revelation itfelf, great and impor- 
tant as that event was, made little or no impreffion 
pn their minds. Its benefits, its.eSe(Sb, and its hif« 
tory, were alike unknown to them, and if would 
have been wonderful indeed, if fuch men could have 
refifted the arts and the influence employed to feduce 
them. In a ftate of fociety, fomewhat fimilar to the 
Northern clans, in 1715, and 174S, like them they, 
ruihed to airms at the invitation of their chieftains; 
lite them, too, they fou^t, and like them they were 
overcome. While the limfted monarchy continued, 
their difafieiSlion was rather cheriihed than reprefled, 
by the agents of royalty, and Loui« XVI. has been 
accufed of afiing the fame part with the Vendeans, 
as our Charles I. did with the Irifh. The execution 
of the king was a fignal for the field; the Briffotinc 
government, exhibiting their ufu^ charafter, talked 
of moderation, and contented themfelves with pallia- 
tives. But their fucceflbrs, in their ufual ftile of 
ferocious energy, threatened to finite the infurgent 
departments < with a maoe of iron. • And with them, 
to threaten and to execute, was the fame ! 

True it is, that the Vendeans conduded theixlfelves 
with a favagc fiiry. . They picketted, tortured, and 
tormented the. patriots with all the refinen^ents of 

adi- 
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a diabolical vengeance. Flagellation was at times 
hul reoourfe to, in order to procure the difeovery of 
arms and amnmnition. . Some they mutilated $ others 
they burned; and manythey flayed alive. Theft 
were hideous crimes, but they met with a dread- 
ful, and a far too indifcriminate retaltation* The 
troops were permitted to live at free quarters. Not 
only houies, but villages and towns were laid wafte. 
All communication was interdided« Men were de-» 
liberately executed without a trial. Martial law 
every where prevailed; no quarter was given; the 
inhabitants were forced to put out their lights, and 
repair to bed, at a certain hour; robbery, butchery, 
ravifhment, were every where perpetrated, and, as 
ufual, in their train followed famine and dtfeafe! 
Such horrours, it was to be hoped, were refer ved 
folely for the times of the Goths and Vandals 5 or if 
perpetrated at the clofe of the eighteenth century, 
wculd be heard <of with indignation, and ferve as a 
falutary admonition to flid) as wifiied to overftep the 
bounds of humanity. Alas! they are reported to 
have been but too ^lofely imitated, and tfa^t too in 
the dominions of a nation that once profefled to 
ihudder at the bare recital. 

Bvit let us return to Carrier. 'The Committee of 
Pubiick Safety having determined to adopt what they 
termed energetick meofures^ in rel^eft to La Findie^ 
feledted generals of ferocious manners, in order to 
carry tbeix fchemes into executbn. A commiffioner 
of a £milar c\ara£ler, to condudt the civil admini« 
ftratiooi. was ftili wanting. They looked around, 

and 
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and foon found the proper perfon in the deputy for 
Cantal. He accordingly fet out armed with unli- 
mited authority, and from the very commencement 
of bis miffion difplayied an unufual degree of barba- 
rity. One of his firft publick z&s was to enlift the 
battalion of Marat, a body of plunderers, who fright- 
ened the inhabitttits by means of domiciliary vifits, 
and not unfrequently laid them under contribution. 
They began with plunder, and ended with blood, for 
Acy conduced alt the viflims to execution, and fottie- 
times a£bd as executioners themlelres. 

The next ftep was to exterminate all thoie taken 
with anns in their' hancb, or who wore cockades of 
a. certain colour, under the name of rebtls and bri^ 
gands. He accordingly commanded twenty*four to 
be put to death in one day; but Philippe, one of his 
myroudons, infifted on a written order, which, being 
ifTued, diey were immediately killed : two of thefe 
were only thirteen^ and other two but fourteen years 
ofage! 

To the fword, ft> wantonly wielded by the gene- 
rals^ the new commiffioner added the ft ill more 
deadly inftrument of fonlne. Not content, how- 
ever, with carrying away and deftroying the corn, 
forage, &C. he ordered Haxo the comouinder in diief 
to have recdurietafire*, and bum all < the habitations 
o^tbe wi«tcbed inhalfitants ! 



* **' n entre danr mes pr^ets d*enlevier toutes les fubfiftences, les 
lienftScs, Ics fourrages, tmti m un mot de ce mainiit pays, de Ivvrtr outs 
JUmrnn Urn In Utmsns, (0Ji vfh imeffammem ttnfatrtfafftr V^riru 

Such 
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Such. an inhuman and impolitick zeal. naturaHy 
difgufted the true patriots. ^ On the 2Sth Frimaire^ 
2d year, the popular fociety of Vincent la Montagne 
impeached Carrier's condu3 : this was fufficient to 
make them be confidered by him as calumniators, and 
the aflbciation was inftantly diffolved. On that very. 
day commenced the noyades*^ or drownings. No 
lefs than one hundred and twenty individuals were 
inclofed in a covered barge, and funk in the ftream 
thai rolls by Nantes. This became the fubjeij of a 
joke—" What a revolutionary river is this fame 

Loire fi" 

On the 27 th and 28th he caufed two boys of thir- 
teen to be executed, along with four fifters of the 
name of Metairie, none of whom had been put upon 
their trial. On the 29th, in confequence of the pro- 
clamation of an amnefty, eighty Vebel horfemen re- 
paired to Nantes, and declared,, in the name of the 
infurgent army, that they wiould deliver up their 
chiefs, provided three only were permitted to return 
back, the reft remaining in the mean time as hoflages. 
Inftead of complying with their demand, Carrier or-- 



• Thcfc, with a cruel and infulting mockcjy,^crc termed " Re- 
volutionary baptifms." Fouquet and Lamberty Were the agents in 
this infernal fcbeme, and while Carrier fcle^lcd the vlAimt, it was 
they who procured the boats^ with concealed pipes, to let ip the. 
watef. There are laid to have been no lefs than twenty of thefe 
horrid executions, four of which were peculiarly deftrudif e j for in 
one of them, eight hundred indlvidials, of all ages and fexes, wcr6 
murdered. ' ' ' - • - ', 

f " Quel torrent revolutionnairc que ia Loire!" ' ,' ^ 

flcred 
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dered them all to be confined, and they were put to 
death the very next day. 

The fufiUades foon fucceeded the noyades. The 
guillotine was not fufEciently expeditious, in his opi- 
nion ; by this inftrument no more than a fingle head 
fell at one operation; the muiketry of feveral bat« 
talions could alone equal the bloody celerity of th^ 
Commiffioner *• 

T'he p'riefts, from the very beginning of the Re- 
volution, had indeed been hoftile to liberty, and they 
were not fpared by Carrier, He accordingly fent for 
the Revolutionary Tribunal into his prefeoce, and 
ordered that fuch of the clergy as had not been 
drowned fhould now perifh (en maffe) in a body.—- 
This injun£lion feems to have been but too faithfully 
complied with, although it was in exprefs oppofition 
to the decree of the legiflature, cpndemning the re-» 
fradlory clergy to exile only. 

' No city in France had been more eariy or more 
fondly attached to liberty than Nantes. It had alfo 
become 'the afylum of all the perfecuted patriots of 
La Vendee^ and its inhabitants had repeatedly (bed 
their blood, in refifting the progrefs of the infurgents. 
The Commii&oner, however, foon difcovered that all 

, * Here follows an extras from Carrier's letter, immediately after 
the defeat of the infurgents. << La defaite des brigands eft H com* 
piette, que nos poiles les tuent, preAnent et amenent a Nantes par 
centaines ; la guillotine ne peutf fuffire t ^at pris h parti dt Us faire 
fufiller, lis fe rendent ici et a Angers par centaines : j^aiTure ^ ceux- 
ci le m^me fort qu*atix autres. J'invite mon collegue Francaftcl, a 
ne pas s*ecartcr de cette falutaire et expeditive m^thode. Ceft par 
prituipes ^bumanite que je pttr^e la urre de la liherti de cei monfiresJ'* 

• K the 
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the rich people^ defignated by him under the name of 
the Opulent Aristocracy, had entered into a 
plot, and thofe fufpeiied, of participating in it were 
accordingly arretted, and transferred to TEporonniere, 
in order to be conducted to the Ahhaye at Paris. 

This devoted town was at the fame time expofed 
to all the horrours of a famine. The citizens deter- 
mined to folicit ailiftance from the capital, but it was 
firft necefiary that a deputation fhould wait on Car- 
rier, in order to crave his intervention. 

" Demand br^ad for Nantes !" exclaimed he; " I'' 
will folicit rather to employ fire and fword againft 
fuch an abominable city.— — You are all rogues^— 
counter-revolutionifts — ^brigands— I intend to iflue a 
commiflion for trying the whole of you ! I myfelf 
will prefide on the occafion, 'and enjoin the few pa- 
triots to be found there, to evacuate the place.— But^ 
what do' I fay ? — the few patriots ? There was but 
one among you, and you guillotined him. Ruffians ! 

heads fhall roll about the ftreets of Nantes I 

will regenerate Nantes ♦ ! " ' 

The crimes of this monfter already recited are, 
from their very nature of publick notoriety; indeed, 
on his trial, they were all fubftantiated by means of 
witneffes of unimpeached integrity, and, have fince 

* At this very moment the inhabitants of Nantes were all in tears, 
being reduced to half a pound of bad bread per day, iusd in the 
hourly expectation that their city would be declared in a jiau of r*- 
iellion, A little before this, after denouncing << the inerchants> 
Shopkeepers, and confpiratorsy'' he declared, that if the lad were not 
delivered up to him, he would decimate th^ inhabitants. 

become 
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become matters of fiublick record* There are others, 
of a more equivocal nature, unianflioned by equal 
authority, but yet generally believed* Luft and ava- 
rice are faid to have held a divided empire, with cru- 
cltyi in the bofom of this monftcr. He is reproached 
with having enriched himfelf with the plundjer of 
the opulent, and with having violated feveral ladies 
whom he afterwards caufed to be butchered. 

At length, happily for mankind, the Themidorean 
Revolution took place, and with Robefpierre fell all 
his tribunals of blood, and many of the ferocious men 
who fupported him. Of one hundred and thirty- 
two Nantais^ who had been tranfmitted by Carrier 
to Paris, ninety-four yet furvived. Thefe had been 
acciifed of the vague counter-revolutionary crimes of 
*' ftock-jobbing,'* " foreftajlipg the markets^ with a 
view cf ftarving the fans^culottes^** &c. &c. and they 
now demanded to be tried befere the new Criminal 
.Court. By this tribunal, which had fubftituted cle- 
mency in the place of barbarity, they were inftantly 
acquitted. In the courfe of the procefs, the prifon- 
ers ha4 declaimed with great violence againft Carrier, 
and the Revolutionary Committee, whom they con- 
ftdered as the authors of all their fufFerings. Philip- 
Tronjoly, one of the fiirvivors, and who himfeir had 
formerly affced as Prefident of the Criminal Tribunal 
of Nantes, publifhed thofe denunciations, confifting of 
an enormous detail of "^ atrocities. The publick at»> 
tention, on this, was inftantly aroufed, and the 
Convention at length took the alai'm; for, in con-, 
fequence of a report from the Committee of Twen^^' \ 
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oney they decreed, on the ^lAVendemairey that the 
Commiffioner (bould be tried before the. Criminal 
Tribunal. Accordingly, on Siptidi 7 Frimaire 
(November 27th, 1793) he was arraigned in the 
Salle tfo la Libefti^ when Goulin, one of his acconv- 
plices, and alfo a member of the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal became the bittereft of ^ his aecufers. Carrier, 
however, appeared undaunted, and pleaded two de* 
crees in his juftification, the one for burning the 
houfes, the other for the extermination of all the in* 
habitants of La Vendee •.. As to the noyades^fuJiU 
ladesy &c. he threw the whole blame of thofe mea* 
fures on the Revolutionary Tribunal, and defied any 
one to produce a Angle order, under his hand, autho- 
rifing thofe a£b t» The defence of Carrier was in . 

general 

* The decrees in queftlon were thofe of the xpth and 17th o£ 
March 1793, under the (belter of which fo many horrours were 
comnutted. Neither of thefe, however^ authorifed gmllotinadu^ fu' 
filadtty noyadetf or executions en mafft. On the contrary, they 
ena€ied no punifiiment whatever, until a regular coaviftion before 
competent tribunals had taken place. 

f This is a defpicaUe evafion which he had no dbubt learned in 
the courfe of his profefTional praftice. His particular orders were 
indeed verbaty but they were accompanied by a general written au- 
thority, delivered to one of ^s accomplices of the name of I«am« 
^rty, of which the following is an exa^ copy : 

" Carrier, 

M Repr€fehtantdupeuple.prQ8 Tarm^e de Poueflj invite et re- 

^iert le nombre des citoyens que GniHavme Lamberty voudra %h<^tir, 

• ob6ir \ toys les ord(e$ qu*il leur donnera. pour me exfeSim pie 

mts Mavons conjUe \ reqniert le commandant des poftes dc Nantes de 

: ImSkT paiTer, foit de iiuit, foit de jour, le dit Lamberty et Ics citoyens 

: f qi»*il conduira avec lui j d^ad a qui que ce ibit de porter U nnoin. 

. • in 
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general able, and in fome parts eloquent; it was chiefly 
founded on the cruelties exercifed by the infurgents 
againft the patriots, and if it did not juftify, was calcu- 
lated at leaft to palliate fpmeof his own enormities, 

** Civil wars," faid he, '* have always been noted 
for the reprifals made by one party upon another ; 
and there never was a civil war, during which the 
revolters perpetrated fo many hoyrours, cruelties, 
murders, and mallacres, as in that of La Vendie. 
Thefe feem to be now forgotten ; -but that circum- 
ftance (hall not prevent me from prefenting you widi 
a fketch of them. 

The brigands were the firft to give the fignal 
for crimes of ail kinds,' and Machecoult was the 
theatre, in which the moft bloody fcenes were 
realifed. It was there that the rebels hacked and 
cut in' pieces eight hundred patriots; thefe were 
interred, half dead, half alive, their bodies being 
covered but flightly, while their legs and arms 
were expofed to the elements. They bound their 
wives with. cords, and forced them to aiEft at the 
mafTacre of their hufl>ands> they then nailed them 
up, along with their children, to the doors of their 
houfes, and pierced .them with a thouland woundsL 
The conftitutional prieft was fpitted alive, and car- 
ried in this manner through the ftreets, after the bar- 
barians had' mutilated fudi of his members as poflefTed 

"' ■ ■■ ' <».i. . I ■■ . I . ..I - J ■ 

drc entrave aux operations que pourront n^ceffiter Icurs cxpe« 
4titions.^* 

This was iflued, in order to enable Lamberty to accompli/h the 
tiayadet without interruption. 

K 3 the 
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the greateft degree of fenfibility : at length, he alfo 
was nailed, ftill alive, to the tree of liberty, while a 
Vendean drefled in his ecclefiaftical robes, celebrated 
roafles in the midft of blood, and disfigured carcafles^ 

•* In the Marfhes of Nort, a battalion compofed of 
600 young men belonging to Npntes, was firft mu- 
tilated, and afterwards maflacred'' 

At Cholet the brigands renewed the frightfiil 
fcenes of Macheooult ; they configned the patriots to 
die mo& terrible torments ; before they deffrived 
them, of < life, they nailed up the pa^itating limbs of 
their wives and children to the gates, and afterwards 
pierced fhem with fwords-— in ihort, they exercifed 
thefe unheard of auelties wherever they found either 
patriots who oppofed, or peaceable inhabitants who 
would not carry arms for them. 

*' When they took poffcffion of Saumur, every 
e^pe who enjoyed the reputation of being friendly to 
liberty, perifhed by the moft frightful tortures i the 
women with their children in their ^arms, threw 
themfelves out of the windows, but the ruffians fbl« 
towed and poniarded chem in the fti eet. / 

The pimiihments deftined by them for our brave 
<fefenders was no lefe cruel ; the leaft barbarous was 
to ihbot or kill them by wounds inflid^ed by the 
bayonet; but the moft common was to fufpend them 
by the feet to trees, then to pla<;e cartridges at the 
nofe and mouth, which they fet fire to, and they 
were thus allowed to perifh in unfpeakable torments. 

« We could not move a fmgle ftep in La Venau^ 
without tbofe frightful, hideous, terrible, fpeftacles, 

every 
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cvdry wh^e affli^Hng* us. Our cjres wercj tortured 
on ent^ing-a yillagey with the fight Qf the faviours 
of our country cut into (hreds, and nailed to the 
doors of the buildings. 1 the trees^ the woods, and die 
hedges, exhibited tjie disfigured. corp&s -of our brave 
brediren in arms, fufpended to die branches^ with 
their bodies half burnt; a little fiurth^ oSi wte found 
their inanimate remains n^led to trees, andgallowieSf 
mutilated, pierced with wounds, the £ices^ con&med, 
or radier calcined ! ' 

<* The brigands did not confine themfelves to theft 
inhuman tortures; they filled dieir very ovens with 
our gallant defenders, and adually fet fire to and 
confumed Uiem in this atrocious, manner. 

^ The cannibals at length, invented a new fpecies 
of puni&ment ; fuclv of the foldiers of the repubiick at 
diey took prifoners, had their nofes, hands, and f«et, 
cut off, and were then precipitated into the moft 
frightful dungeons. 

^^ Let it not-aftoniib you then, if at the afpeffc of fb 
many atrocities, a few reprifals perhaps in their 
nature too violent^ ibould be made ; now that a 
calm has enfued, they affli£i: humanity : but you are 
not to confine your regards to thi^ clrcumftance; foif 
what was our politicai fituation at that epoch, when 
they were perpetrated ? All our frontiers were in-» 
vaded from the north to the fouth ; treafon had dif- 
organized our armies; the interiour of the coun* 
try was in flames ; Toulon was fold to the Engliflk | 
Marfeilles, Lyons, Bourdeaux, a<9ing in concert with 
the ibuthern departments, prefented a menacing front 

to 
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to the republick ; the departments of the north were 
next agitated, armed againft the National Convene- 
tion ; La Vendee was become formidable by its vic- 
tories ; the whole of the ci-devant Bretagne expe- 
rienced an ebullition ,truly frightful; its'coafls, its 
ports, were menaced with a defcent of thirty thoufand 
Engliih and emigrants then flationed before Guem- 
fey and Jerfey ; Morbihan was in open rebellion ; 
Nantes was furroimded by brigands, exifling merely 
from day to day, able with the utmofl difficulty to 
procure fubfiflence, defolated too by contagion, the 
brigands introducing themfelves within its walls; 
keeping up a correfpondence with feveral of its in- 
habitants, who fumifhed them with fuccours, arms, 
and ammunition ; the prifoners rifing in the jails, 
and a great confpiracy earring on in this very city ! 

*Mt was in fuch a flate of ^ings, amidft ib inany 
enemies, dangers, and obflacles, that the commune of 
Nantes found itftlf protefled by only a feeble garri- 
fon. Parents, brothers, relations, friends, killed, 
tortured, maiiacred by the brigands ; fuch were the 
elements that awakened, and excited vengeance ! 

*' Ought any one then to be aftonifhed at this 
moment, if fo many perils on one part, and fo many 
atrocities on the other, fhould lead to exaggerated 
meafures ? Aiid is it proper to judge coldly to day 
when the public opinion is changed, concerning 
what ought to have been done lafl year, in the midft 
f>f Aorms, dangers, and exceifes, when at that period, 
every good citizen had before his eyes the bleeding 
image of his country, and when the only rule of con- 
4 dud^ 
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dud, the fole meafure of law was, as it ought to be, 
tbefafiiy of the people t' 

The whole of this fpeech, is merely a j unification, 
under colour of reprifals \ it indeed ferves in fome 
degree t(> diminiih our horrour of Carrier's crimes, 
but it does not acquit him, for the retaliation was 
not incidental or temporary, hut fyftematical and 
continuous. It was alfo clearly proved at the trial, 
and he could not difculpate himfelf from the charge, 
that he had figned two lifts, containing the names of 
infurgents, among whom were children from thirteen 
to fourteen years of age, who were executed without 
any proccfs whatever. 

In confequeitce of this, the foUowmg judgment 
was pronounced on the 26th Frimaire. 

X. ^^ The tribunal, after havii^ heard the verdLS of 
the jury, declaring it evident that in the department 
of Loire inferieure^ and particularly in xhe communoi 
of Nantes, crimes and mangeuvres have been prac* 
tifed, tending to aiFe<ft the lafety and the liberty of 
the French nation, by the commiiEon of arbitrary 
ads in violation of the liberty of citizens ; fuch as 
(Us noyades ^ JufiUades) drowning and fliooting 
men in bodies, although they were not brigands 5 in 
making ufe of terrour againft all, and in condemning 
many irreproachable citizens. 

2. " That Carrier having rendered himfelf author 
.of, or accomplice in thofe criminal manoeuvres, by 
giving orders on the 27th and 28th Frimaire^ to 
(hoot brigands^ among whom were children of from 
thirteen to fourteen years of age ; by tolerating or 

commanding 
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comman Jing (noyades) drowning ; by giving uhKmited 
power to Laniberty, Fouquet, and Lalbateux, whO) 
Vnder colour, of thefe powers, have committed un- 
heard of cruelties : 

, 3. ** That haying done all this, knowingly, wick* 
edly, and with, counter-revolutionary intentions : 
« ^^ The tribunal after hearing the public accufer, as 
to the application of the puni(bment, relative to the 
laws invoked by him, condemns Carrier to the pains 
of death, and' declares his goods confifcated to the 
profit of the republick." 

The National Convention, however, would not at 
firft fan<5lion the fentence, for a formal decree, revoked / 
the. powers granted to this tribunal. The fate of 
this vile commifiioner, was however only fiifpended, 
for he was executed on the 25th Frimaire, third year, 
^December 15th 17^.) 

• Jean Baptifte Carrier was only thirty fix-years 
old, at the time of bis death. Poflcfiing ftrong paf- 
ilons, bis zeal bewildered his judgment, and no man 
was of greater diilervice on this very account, to the 
caufe of liberty, which he pretended to efpoufe. 

If the print which we have feen of him, has the 
remoteft refemblance to the original^ he muft have 
been one of the mq& hideous of the human race ! 

LUSZGNAK. 

The crimes committed in La Vendee^ were not 
peculiar either to the patriots or the ariftocrats, the 
|>lebeians, or the nobles : alas I they were perpetrat- 
ed indifcriminately by parties, and men of all def* 

criptions : 
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criptions: Here follows an anecdote but too well 
authenticated. 

Lufignan> a man of family, and fuppofed to be 
defcended from the French prince of the (ame name^ 
who for ^ (hort time, filled the throne of Jerufalem, 
during the time of the CroHades, attached himfelf to 
the viAorious fide, and rofe to be general of brt« 
gade, in the republican army. This officer, on his en* 
trance into the infurgent provinces, determined feo 
diftinguiih himfelf by his violence. Sufpicion was 
continually awake in his bofom. Every peafant 
with him was a foe, and' every offence was to be 
expiated with blood. 

The young men in the neighbourhood of Nantes, 
and the inhabitants in general, exhibited a proof of 
their good intentions, by offering to enrol them« 
felves, and march againfl the eliemy* This, how- 
ever, did not prevent the perpetration of the moft 
ihocking enormities, of which they were too fre» 
quently the vi£^ims. 

T4iis ferocious commander repaired one day toPal- 
lere, a little hamlet, near the forges of Cugan, accom- 
panied by about thirty horfe. Happening to meet the 
women of the village, he aiked, where their hufbands 
were i They, without any hefitation, replied, " at 
" home, weaving fluffs.** Lufignan orders them to 
' appear. They accordingly come forth with their 
aprons on, and follow him to (JlifTon, where, with- 
out either trial or examination, he orders fevcntecn 
out of eighteen to be inHantly fhot f 

FM2LIP« 
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P. Philippeaux, born at Fcrticrc, in 1760, and 
bred priginally/or the bar, was a member of the ' 
Convention, and one of the few honeft deputies who 
were fent inta La Vendee. Mild and gentle in his 
manners, although energetic in his proceedings, he 
abhorred the (bedding; of human blood, and' exclaim* 
ed bitterly agakift the abufe of power, on the part of 
the public fundionaries. He fee^s, indeed, to 
have iitiagined, that mofrof the horrours committed, 
were fecretly countenanced by a powerful fa£tion, 
for it is thus he writes to the Committee of Publick 
Safety, on the 16th Frimaire, of the fecond year: 

5* The war of La Vendee^ becomes daily more and 
more a labyrinth of myfteries and delufion ; it is 
evident, however, that its duration is owing to a 
confpiracy, and the a£):6rs muft indeed be in poflef- 
fion of great power, fince they have aiTociated even 
the government in their horrible fuccefs. 

« It will be difficuk for our pofterity to believe, 
that all the perfidious, cowardly, or weak generals,- 
who in the courfe of this war have poniarded the 
republick, fliould enjoy the moft perfcft fecurity; 
that not one of them fliould have been pUniflfied J 
that feveral, on the contrary, have been admitted to 
the higheft profeffional honours, while the brave and 
generous officers who were honeft enough to endea- 
vour t6 put an end to hoftilities, are eitlier difplaced 
or in irons ......." ' 

Choudieuy 
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Choudieu, the enemy of Philippeaux, endeavour- 
ed to contradift his ftatements, in a report on La 
Vendee^ and to excufe the atrocities committed, un- 
der pretext that the inhabitants were fenaticks, and 
unworthy of mercy I 

"*' The revolution had never penetrated," fays he, 
^* into thofe parts of Poitou and Bretagne which 
were the feat of the infurrefkion. Either by the ig- 
norance^ or the perverfity of the adminiftrative bo- 
dies, the laws of the conftituent affembly, relative to 
the nobility and the clergy, were but imperfeftly 
underftood ; and it was with infinite pains that even 
an appearance of fubmiflion could b^ obtained. The 
inhabitants of thofe countries, plunged into the moft 
profound ignorance, and deprived of all communica«- 
tion among themfelves, on account of the badnefs of 
their roads, remained in fubjeftion to the nobles and 
priefts, in the midft of enfranchifed France.*' He 
then proceeds to ftate, " that the civil commijfaries^ 
fent thither by the king, inftead of opening the eyes 
of the fanaticks, and unmaflcing and puniftiing thofe 
who mi fled them, gave a new degree of force and 
energy to their errours, and folemnly approved of their 
criminal refiftance to the laws." 

Phih'ppeaux wanted to carry into»praflice, a plan 
bottomed on the very theory recommended by his 
enemies: for he had aftually drawn up a republican 
catechifm^ in order to enlighten the people, and inftiil 
principles of liberty into their minds. 

«* The generals," fays Philippeaux, in his re- 
port to the Committee of Public Safety, 16 Frimare^ 
L 2d year 
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2d year, " fuch as Bcrruyer, Marce, and Ligonnicr, 
who were entrufted with the tafk of ftifling the firft 
germs of civil difcord, favoured the rebels in every 
fenie, in order to encreafe their audacity, and bring 
down all the horrours of a civil war. Queti- 
jieau> fuccefTor to thefe traitors aiid difciple of 
the infamous Dumourier, walked in their fteps. He 
delivered up Thouars to the brigands^ with 5000 
men and a large quantity of ammunition. The re^ 
bels took him prifoner out of mere form, and after- 
wards relcafed him an his word of honour. He him- 
felf wore the infamous white cockade ; he gave the 
enemy's general the fraternel embrace, {1^ accolade 
f rater nelU) in the midfl of the breathlefs bodies of 
our unfortunate brethren then dying for liberty; 
he delivered hi^elf up to infamous orgies with the 
royalifts, at the time our defenders were languifhing 
in dungeons, aad dq)rived of nourifhment for thirty 
hours." 

When Angers and Pont.de Qe were menaced by 
the enemy, Philippeaux, although he. hAd.no.exprefs. 
fliiflion for that purpofe, inftantly fet out, on hearing 
the intelligence, for Angers, and notwithfting he 
found a written order there for abandoning the place, 
he had yet the hardihood to refifl ; at the rifk 
of his head, he took meafures for that purpofe, aftually 
irepelled the enemy, which Ird to many other falutary 
events, and had he been but prop rly fupported, 
would have given a decided turn to publick affairs. 

At length, on the 23.1 of Auguft, the Committee 

of Public Safety determined to adopt new meafures. 

rhe plan of ^the campaign ^.vas changed j the war 

3. . was 
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was to be terminated inftantlyi and that by a gene- 
ral attack. Ronfm and Roffignbl, who feem to 
have had private inftru£tions, or were affured of 
the proteQion of governnient, determined to mar 
this projedi, and they aftually did it with impunity. 
On this, Philippeaux, and the other commiiSoners 
denounced them, and they were, recalled,' but it was 
only to be entrufted with ftill higher commands. 

Montaigu was Toon after taken by the infurgents, 
and the republican army, being deprived of their camp 
equipage, which had been depofited there, were aAually 
obliged to lie on the bare ground*, while its generals 
diiplayed an Afiatic luxury. 

Philippeaux, ihocked to behold the republican 

battalions immolated under the direction of worth- 

lefs and criminal men, by means of his importunities 

forced the Convention to nominate a commiffion to 

examine into his conduft. This, however, was not 

agreeable to the Comnrittre of Public Safety, which, 

in order to elude this meafure, declared by the organ 

"of Bariere, " that there was no longer a Vendee /** 

Eight days, however, demonftrated the falfehood of 

- this declaration, as Montaigu was actually taken by 

the rebels, and the garrifon with difficulty efcaped. 

Philippeaux attempted once more to exculpate him- 

felf, and aflually procured another commiffion to be 



* << En forte que Tarm^e, dcpuis cette ^poque, est r^doite %, 

Hvuaquer for la dure, te dans la boae, pendant que fes gi^neraux^ 

gabionnes d*hiftriens H de couitiiannesy la conduiient a uoe bop-'^ 

cherie perpetuelle " \ \ 

Lettre de PbU, au eomh/de Saltit puh, ' ' 
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appointed for enquiring into the condud of the court 
ofSaumur ♦, but this was diflblved on the 3d Ntvofe. 
On the 1 8th Nivofcy he tranfmitted a new accufa- 
tion agalnft it; this produced the temporary im- 
prifonment of Ronfln and Vincent. From that mo- 
ment he was entered in the lift of thofs profcribed by 
the Decemvirs^ a circumfiance which determined the 
fate of this^brave republican, who devoted himfelf for 
his . country, without being able to fave it. The 
guilty Vincent and Ronfln were enlarged on the 
14th ; and on the 15th Choudieu prefented a report 
in order to take away his life. 

On the I ith of Germinal, Philippcaux was arrefl- 
ed, tried, condemned, and finally cut ofF on the 5th 
of April, 17941 under the vague pretence of being 
" an author of, and accomplice in a grand confpiracy,, 
tending to. deftroythe National Convention ; to re- 
eftablifti royalty in France, and to raaflacre the Pa- 
triots, the Committees of Public Safety, General 
Surety, and the Jacobins." 

Phiiippeaux was odious to the then ruling powers, 
and fell a martyr to their vengeance. They dreaded 
his humanity, his eloquence, and his energy, and could 
not bear that fuch a man fhould br^ve their autho- 
rity, and condemn their conduct. 

He blamed the fanguinary meafures of the Com - 
mittees of government, as equally cruel,, unjuft, and 
impolipck. 



JV: - ? This was the appellation given to a central ownmittec of de- 
\ " t fntiu and general officers 

In 
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In thp exprefe words of one of our own generals, 
he reproached the army of La Vtniit with their - 
' excefies, and told them " that they were more for- 
lA^able to their fellow citizens than to the enemy/' 

It was not to be expeded that fuch a man could 
efcape the guiUotihe \ but dthough it was eafy to 
murder, it was not poffible to diflionour him, and 
poftei;ity will do ample juftice to one of the' few citi- 
zens, who returned with an irreproachable character 
from the ihfurgent departments, and Vfhofe virtue 
conftituted his fole crime. He, periihed in the thirty- 
fourth year of his age. 

DAVID. ^ 

It is not David the painter, of whom I at prefent 
make menttoh, but David a man of letters, author of 
*f Htftoire -Chmnol&gique des operations di Farmee 
du Nard 6f de alle de Sambre it Meufe^ ^c'* 

While many of die Girondifts withdrew from the 
tyranny of Robefpicrrc^ by flying to foreign coun- 
tries } David took refuge in the army, and was there 
6fe from the fury of the BonnetS'rauges^ as he terms 
thejacobins. 

It was not his wealth, he fays, that expofed him 
to perfecution, but he knew how to read and write, 
which at that time, if we are t^ belief bimy was 
accounted a crime ! Being the relation of general 
Souham, he enjoyed his prote£iton, and having an 
opportunity of infpe<^ing the orderly books of ^the 
army, and converfing with the Etat Major^ he'w^^v 
L 3 tKui : 
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thus enabled to compofe the volume which he has 
. entitled ** Campagms du General PichigruJ* 

His work abounds with frequent inftances of 
intrepidity) on the part of the French foldiers. Kik^ 
ing one of them^ whedier he thought the army- 
would be able to penetrate into Flanders ? he replied 
thus : ** En Flandre / ce pays ne tiindra pas plus 
devant nous que la rofh devant lefoleilJ* Speak« 
ing of the line of fortifications from Namur to 
Yprcs, a grenadier exclaimed : " Cetti ligne ! baby 
croyex^mdi nous Pavalerens ccmmt une ajperge P* 
Thefe fayings indeed have the appearance of gaA-; 
conade, but they were followed by circumftances 
that keftowed on them all the verity of prophecy. 

£very one is acquainted with the tffe6k of elo« 

quence on large aflemblies of men, and the enthu- 

fiafin produced by popular fongs among the jfiaJdiery, 

of all nations. The ^^ MarfeiHoife;' ^^ Fei lions au 

falut de fempiriy* and ^* LeReveil du peuphy^ were 

all fung in the camps, yet M. David ailerts, that in 

Pichegru's battles, the monotonous found of the dntm 

was alone heard* The lyrick produdions of Chenier 

and Gouffroi, were regularly fent to the troops, Tmt 

the more fimple and natural VaudevilUs of Bane 

and Gaveaux, were far greater favourites* The 

following verfes would at firA fight appear to be a- 

Jaiyre on the French armies, as they have been ac- 

cufed by their enemies to have drawn great part of 

their: courage from the brandy bottle^ but the author 

ri? Wth ferioixs and witty : 

: : "' ... couptiTS. 
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COUPLETS BACCHIQUES & GUERRIERS. 

' Voulex-vous fuivre un bon confcil ? 
Buvez avant que de combattre $ 
* De ftihs froid je vaux mon pareil, 

Mais quand j*ai bitn bu, j'en vaux quatrc. 
Vcrfez doncy mcs amis, verfez, 
Je n^en puis jamais boire aflez. 

Ma foi ! c'eft un trifte foldat 
Que celui qui ne laic pas boire^ 
U Yoit les dangers du combat, 
Le buveur n^en voit que ia gioire» 
Verfex dQnc> Ibc 

Corame ce vin to«rnc Tefprit, ^ 

Comme il vous change une pcrfonne I 
Tel qui tremble fi*il lifl^chit. 
Fait trembler quand il deraifonne. 
Vcrfez done, &c- 

Cct univers, ah quMl eft beau ! ] 

Mais pourquoi dans ce grand ouvrage, 

Le fcigneur a-t<»il mis tant d*eau ? 

Le vin me plairoit davantage. 

Vcrfez done, &c. > 

S'il n'a pas fait un element 
De cette liqueur rubicondc, 
Le feigneur s^eft montre prudent^ 
Nous eu/Tions de(Tcch6 le monde. 
Verfez done, mes amis verfcz, 
Je n'en puis jamais boire affez. 

This was a favourite fong in the army that enter- 
ed Flanders, and is warmly recommended by David, 
who has returned to Paris, and has become, what is 
very common there, although it founds very ftrangely 
here, viz. a mode re enrage. 

SALM* 
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Is rq>orted to be a cadet of the great German la* 
mily of Salm Salm, f« diftinguifhed in the annals of 
the empire. Having had all his fortune fwallowed 
up in Paris, that vortex of diffipation and intrigue» 
he entered into a regiment of dragoons, and the re- 
volution found him in a humble fituation. 
> One of the reprefentatives on miffion with the 
army, having publiibed an order enjoining all the 
nobles to leave the fervice ; this was fo ftri£Qy com- 
plied with, that feveral privates were aftually oblig- 
ed to conform to it. 

Salm, however, either efcaped the inquifitorlal eye 
of the commiilioner, or was prote£led by his corps^ 
for this fometimes occurred, as in the cafe of the 
* Carabineers, who perfifted in difobeying this arrith 
and adlually retained d'Anglard, their colonel, an 
officer of diftingulflied merit. 
^ At the fiege of Grave, and the attack on the Ifle 
of Bommel, we find Salm at the head of a divifion, 
and he is now a general officer, having diftinguifhed 
himfelf, like feveral others of the nobles, permitted 
to remain with the army, by his extraordinary cou- 
rage, and his implicit devotion to the interefts of 
' the common wealth*' 

TALETEAU, 

Has lately rifen from being chief of brigade, to be 
a general officer,^ He is a ftriS difciplinanan, a cir- 
cumftance which gave great oftcnce to the new 

levies 
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levies that were fent to the northern army, and pro- 
duced his difmiifion. 

In January 1794, a gendarme left his cantone* 
ment, in order to attend one of the political clubs in 
his neighbourhpod. Valeteau, who detefted thofe 
aflemblies, inftantly confined him in the guard-houfe* 
The foldier, however, who happened to be a great 
orator, inftantly denounced him, and having learned 
that he had been, what he termed *'^ ^arde du 
tyran^^ one of the king's body-guard, the mother- 
fociety of the jacobins, anxious to purge the army of 
all the open, or difguifed royalifts ; at length inter- 
meddled in the affair. 

Jn the mean time, the gendarme applied to general 
Souham, who artfully fleered clear of the contention> 
but the affiliated club at Lifle, having inftigated that 
at Paris, to employ its influence, Valeteau was ca- 
fhiered, and fufFered all the rigours of the decree of 
thi^.. 17th September, Luckily, however, for him, 
Pichegru arrived at head-quarters, and knowing 
that without difcipline the army would be diforga- 
nixed, and France difmembered, he procured the 
reftoration of Valeteau, to his former rank, and he 
has fince merited this attention, by his zeal, intrepi- 
dity, and patriotifm. 

GENERAL SOUHAM, 

\% of a gigantic feature, being fix feet two inches, 
French meafure, in height, and flrong in proportion. 
He w^ born in 1761, in the department of Corfee, 
ai)d being uncommonly brave, is much efleemed by 

the 
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the army. It has aJways been the prafticc of th« 
commander in chief to place him in the front of 
danger. He has therefore often led the vanguard, 
and, what is very remarkable, has never been beaten. 
The advantages gained at Moefcrocn Hooglede and 
Pufflech, were obtained principally by hb divifioil. 
He has lately been appointed general of the intcriour 
by the DireSory. 

FORSTER. 

This is one of the German patriots who renewed 
and inculcated thofe principles on the banks of the 
Rhine, which the inhabitants of the Elbe and the 
Wefer had formerly difFufed over all the North of 
Europe. 

The fon of a protcftant minifter at Dantzick, he 
was fent to England at twelve years of age; at nine- 
teen, he embarked with Cook, then undertaking his 
fecond voyage, and after circumnavigating^ the globe 
along with that celebrated commander, returned to 
his native country with much acquired knowledge, . 
little money, and fuch a degree of the fea fcufvy, as 
finally fhortened his life. 

Patronifed by Buffon, and the other French na- 
turaliils, he entertained an eager defire to fettle in 
France, A profeflbr*{5 chair, however, being vacant 
in the univerfity of Caflel> he. accepted of and 
filled it for fome timej but he foon became difgufted 
with the manners of the He/Hans, and being an ido- 
later of liberty, could not bear to befiold the fplen- 

dour 
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jour of a petty court, fupported by the traffick of 
human bodies* 

The univerfity of Wilna then received hinv within 
its Walls, in the character of profeiTor of natural 
hiftoryi but here again all his feelings were (hocked, 
for he witnelTed the partition of Poland, and (aw the 
fmall portion of liberty in that country, which by the 
bye was pofieiTed exclufively by the nobles and the 
cities, fwallowed up by the devouring ambition of 
three neighbouring defpotick monarchs. Science 
and the Mufes were of courfe banifhed from Wilna, 
and Forfter was once more caft on the wide world, 
when an invitation froin Catharine II. to affift in a 
new voyage of difcovcry, once more railed his ex- 
pCiSbtions; but they were.fuddenly blafted; for the 
war with the Turks, which foon after broke forth, 
occupied all the attention, and abforbed all the pecu- 
niary refources pf that ambitious Princefs. 

His expetSbtions from that quarter being now 
completely blafted, he travelled through Germany, 
and found the inhabitants ^^ in a middle ftate between 
the French and the Turks." 

At St. Frond, where the people were in a ftate of 
infurreftion againft/the Emperor Jofeph, he aflumed 
the fymbol ot Belgick liberty,confiftmg of > cockade 
of black, yellow, and red ribbands. On his arrival at 
Bruflels, he perceived thfc inhabitants funk into in- 
fajiity and dcpieffion, under the Uaden yoke of a fa- 
natical clergy. After an abfence of fome yer rs, he 
difcovefed that a great change, and that not for the 
better, had taken place in the manners and opinions 

of 



yGooQle 



gl 



X20 FORSTER. 

of the Englifli. He beheld in private life that 
wealth alone was eftimable, and that riches, even 
when unaccompanied by virtue, gave a tide to rc- 
fpeft. He alfo criticifed the government itfelf, with 
confiderable afperity, and he lays it down as an ax- 
iom ** that in any country, where the people are not 
truly reprefented, whatever may be the aflertions or 
the clamours of the ariftocracy, there can exift no 
legitimate authority. 

Soon after this we find him a member of the uni- 
verfity of Mayence, and that too at a time when the 
French revolution had eleftrified his head, and that 
of almoft every good man throughout Europe. He 
inftantly united with his fellow-citizens in the for- 
mation of a national convention; was the firft to 
conceive the idea of a republick on the banks of .the 
Rhine, and was fent as a deputy to Paris, to pro- 
cure the countenance and protcdion of the French 
nation. 

The re -capture of Mayence by the Pruffians once 
more daflied the cup of enjoyment from his life, and 
this fingular and unfettled man, unfortunate in all 
his plans of happinefs^ whether publick or private*, 



* He was married to a woman of greatjingularity and fome ta- 
lents, whofe maiden name was Thcrefa Keync. Being of a fantaf- 
tical difpofition, (he fell in love with another man, and no fooner 
did the generous Forfter perceive this, than he fued for a divorce in 
order to enable her to b^ united with the perfon to whom (he wa« 
attached. Hchimfelf, in the mean time, was preparing to re- 
move to another hemifphcre, left his prcfcnce (hould occafion any 
unea(inefs ! 

was 
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was aftuaBy ftudying the Oriifntal languages, in ' 
order to enable him to travel tiirough Thibet and 
Hindoftan, when he was fnatched away in the 39th 
year of his age, having died at Paris, on die 13th of 
Febniary, 1792. 

Had he lived, become fteady, and chofen France 
as the place of his refidence, it is probable that For- 
fter would have occupied fome diftinguifhed fituation * 
under the Republick. 

The Works of Forfter confift— 1« Of a Traft on 
t6e Conftitution and Government of England. 

2. A Journal of Cook's Second Voyage around 
the Globe, in Eoglifh and German. 

3. A Philofbphical and Pi£hire(que Journey along 
the Banjfis of the -Rhine, 2 vds. £vo. And, 

4* A Journey through England in 1790, ferving 
as an appmdix to the former : both in German. 

His MSS. concerning natural hiftory were feized 
by the Pruffians ok the capture of Mayence. 

MIRABEAU. 

BY AN INTIMATE, AC<tyA'lKTAMC«. 

The name and family of Mirabeau have been illuf* 
trious both in grms and letters. Born with an ath« 
Ictetick conftitution, be alfo received ftrong paffions 
from nature.; the j^ons were in Ibme'meafurethe 
inheritance and diftinftive charafteriftick of hisboufe. 
Education, by a proper direftion of them, njight have 
made a great man of him; conftraint, on the other 
hand, by rcftraining their flight, and reprefling their 
develqpementjxould not prevent him from becoming 

M a/j- 



yGooQle 



gl 



a famous Mu: he iuid a mixture of l^^th tn bis cdm^ 
poiitioiu 

He was indebl^ % his genius and h^s faults to 
bis qiisfbrtunes. The Heixulcs of fi|e rev<4uttoa 
had his Euriftheus: the thorns that.oppofed his ea* 
9ter were ftrewed by the jealous tpediocrity of his 
lather, who to die pride of an author joii^ed the 
harflmefs of the bead of a fed. 
• The firft years of Mirabeau's youth were ipent^ 
under the dire&ion of an aUe preceptor catted Poif- 
fon; and his fon, at prefent known by die name of 
Lachabeauf&ere, who has diftinguiflied himfeif by 
fome theatrical pieces, received his inftrudlion at4hc 
&me thne, and partogk of the iame kflbns: he has 
fince claimed a tranifation of TihuHus, attributed !• 
Mirabeau. ' 

Mirabeau pra&ifed with facility and delight tk 
various exercifes for ftrengthening and improving 
the body; his phyfical was more r^ular than his 
moral education. 

At the age of fourteen, he left his tutor, from 
whom he had imbibed a knowledge of the clafficks, 
md a fervent defire for further inftru^ion* Sent af- 
terwards to a boarding-fchfiol, be ftMdied mathj^^r 
ticks during two years, and cultivated with fucccft 
the agreeable arts of mufick andjlrawing. 

Young, but tormented with the defire of obtaining 
celebrity, he publiifaed an ^h^gt on the great Con^e, 
and fome pieces of poetry. B\it he wanted a guide 
to diied his firft flight, to regulate his tafte, and to 
.rein in the wanderings of an ardent genius. Locke 

became 
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became that ^illde. Mlrab^iui has often cdrifefled 
that he Was Indebted for his progrefs, to the writing^ 
of dits authdr^ It Was in^ them he found that lumi- 
nOtts, forcible, iftefrftiHc fogick^ with which his 
works abound, and wthout which there cannot be 
iaiy real eloquence. 

An order from his ftither, and the force of cuftom, 
"rtwrie hiiti fcrtibracc the m-litary profefllon. From a 
ftkoolj he r^^ired to a garrifon. It was beyond a 
doubt at this fetttinary of the young Hobilityj diat an 
Excellent difpofition was perverted, and the preftgfe 
of talents, ftrfled by Vices, which it was the caftom 
to applalid and hdnour^ It Was there that youth wak 
firfhioned to the iftfij)lencc of tyranny, and the mean- 
hefs of flavery. His fenfibility at length awoken 
love converted him into a new being, and his iirft 
-pafiion^ announced by (lormy fymptoms, was marked 
with all the peculiarities of his chara£ter. 

The fa%hei' of Mirabfcau was alarmed: this 
hufband^ who fquandered aW^y his fortune iri a fcait^ 
dal^us manner among miftreffes, became the iriv 
flexible tyrant of the tender paffion of his fon, whoih 
hecaufed to utr a*u* ^-f :^ •k>» fr^t-t r»f fK#. Jd^ nf^hfi 
ht was aaually on the point of forcing him to em^ 
bark for the Dutch colonies, a fate rcfcrved fer Ac 
vilett of the Europeans, of whom they are at once 
the receptacle and the tomb. The friends of the 
Marquis de Mirabeau, however, prevented him from 
ttecuting fo bafe an affalBnatioh. It was this firft 
abufe of authority that fixed the ideas of his fon» re* 
fpeSing defpotifm 5 Jirtd it Mkf be here ncceffary to 
Jd 2 obferve. 



yGooQle 



gi 



124 MIRABEAU. 

obferve, that the wanderings of an impetuous ge* 
nius fpring out of the meSins employed to j-eprefs 
themj conftraint adds to the energy of great charac* 
ters, and an iron fceptrc caljs forth all the powers of 
a ftrong mind into inftan^rebellion. 

On his liberation from^prifon, Mirabeau obtained 
the favour of .being fent to Corfica in quality of a, 
volunteer in a regimient of cavalry. There he difi- 
tinguilhed himfelf, acquired the efteem of fcveral of 
his fuperiour officers, and procured the brevet of 
captain of dragoons at the end of the campaign. He 
, wiihed to obtain a company; and the r^fufal of his 
father to this proportion, made him relinquish the 
profeffion of arms, a profeffion to which he was 
greatly attached, ana for which, in his own opinion, 
he was admirably adapted, *' there not being a fingle 
.kook on the art of war, in any language, dead or liv- 
ing, which, he had not read*.'* 

During the war in Corfica, Mirabeau began> to 
xanvas the principles on which it had been under- 
taken ; this inquiry induced him to bluih at his own 
Ibccefs, and he accordingly feemed deiirous to make 
1 ^1 ■■ • .,■ 1 . ; ,. j^ uu, tiiL cx cefleyvof the 



Genoefe ariftocracy, in a memoir tranfmitted to, and 
deftroyed by his father. 

Soon after this, the patriarch of the Economifts 
propofed a cdurfe of agriculture to the young war- 
liour. Mkabeau accordingly exchanged the fword 
for the plough, and employed himfelf, jout of mere 

• tettrft a Sophie. 
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eoffi^k^rant^e, in rural cttperfnienttt. To iht <}i%uft 
atttsmhfit oh tkis^ was addtd that of k law-fliit* 
Thefe proring ^ loii4 too bard to be borne, he 
quitted the Limoufin, and repaited to Provence. 

The firft fyoiptoiM of a refiftance Oti the part of 
the parliament to the eoiiifnahds of abiblute po^tr^ 
b^an now to nuintfbft ihemfelves. 

The ^frienJ ofinun becomes the friend of atitho^ 
ri^ ; bis Ton, on ihe contrary, was one of the moft 
^itfUiidabl^ adveriaries of the coiii't f^rty tnd the 
new magtft^a,tes. 

In June, 177a, he received at Aix the hand of 
Mademoifelle db Marignalie, a lady, young, ttuiaUe, 
of an iUiiftrio«s family : on diid oecafioh he Was pre'* 
ferfed to five difi^rent rivals, aAet feteti month^i 
aflyubus hommagt. 

Six tbouikhd livres a year in eflate, burdened with 
a jointure to bts mother*in-law, feveral enCath, die 
t)rarpe£k of a conTtderable inheritance, and i6o,od& 
Itvres of debts, compoftd the fortune of Mirabeau at 
this period Certain fainHy arrangeoieiits might havfe 
eafily extingttiihed, or at kaft ditfiinifhed his incum* 
bnukres; but they became die gerrtt of aU tfie misun. 
fortunes of his fitture iift» HarilH captious^ inflex- 
ible, violent— 4iis ftther, taking advamage tA this 
tircumfiance, procured m interdt^ at flie Chatdet 
of P^is, and obtained leavo to fift hi» tef dNice fir*- 
at the caftle of Mirabeau, and aftetwi^fH in tht 

<l0Wn of Manoique. 

' " I • ■.. * >i' ■ ■' ■ I fc- ^ 

* Mirabeau» the hthtT^ puhliih^ a tr^atift of fatfie cdcbritjn 

M J Hi^. 
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His wife accompanied hitn thither, and they lived 
in the greateft happinefs together, until the month 
of May 1774, when Mirabeau intercepted a fecret 
and criminal correfpondence ; it did not become 
him to be fcvere; he therefore brought back his 
wife to her duty^ and pardoned her. 

He now forgot his exile, and repaired to Grafle. 
An unexpeded difpute divulged his difbbedience. A 
certain baron de Villeneuve Mohans infulted Ma;^ 
dame de Cabris, the After of Mirabeau. The latter 
challenges him. The baron refufing to fig^re^ 
ceives the chaftifement ufually infli&ed on cowards> 
and avenges himfelf after the manner of Jf.V/ Pour^ 
aaugnac. He accordingly. brings anadlion and ob- 
tains frpm a fubaltern tribunal and an inferiour judge, 
who proved to be his own vaffal, a decree. for arreft* 
jng Mirabeau. The noife occafioned by thcfe pro- 
ceedings, having difcovered the infraflion of the 
orders enjoining his exile, a new lettre de cachet 
was invoked,. and Mirabeau was ihut up in the caf- 
tle of If, on the 23d of December 1774. M* 
d*Allegre,^the governor, teftificd his good behaviour^ 
and demanded his liberty : a young and bandfome 
womani w.ho was cruelly beaten by a brutal fellow 
of ^ jailor her hu(band, contributed to cheer the 
the gloom of a prifoner, twenty*four years old, and 
fit laft abfconded with him. This circumftahce ag« 
gravated the bondage of Mirabeau. 

^ A« he was reproached with idlenefs, he replied to 
this charge by publifliing his firft work, whidf was 
begun when he was only twenty-one years old--— - 

• the 
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the EJfay en Defpotifm^ This epigrammatick an- 
fwer, irritated his father : the; narrow and cowardly 
ideas of a courtier were offended •*•...' A young 
inaa to accufe his majiers^ and that too from a dun- 
geon ! 

Yielding at length to powerful folicitations, 
his father confented to his removal from the cafUe 
of If, to Joux, near Pontarlier, in April 1775; It 
was there he firfl faw his Sophia. Madame de Mi« 
rabeau wa$ at a diflance— ihe had even refufed to 
vifit him during his bondage. Madame Lemounier 
married to a phantom of a Kufband feventy-nine 
years old, being on the other hand, both tender and 
affedionate, fupplied her place, and his paffion for 
her foon became violent in the extreme." • 

St. Maurice the commandant of the fort, unfor-; 
tunately proved his rival, and as both he and his 
father feemed to purfue him with the moft impla- 
cable revenge, he determined to efcape ©ut of their 
clutches. He accordingly retreated to the capital 
of Burgundy, whither his miftrefs alfo had retired, 
but being denounced by her mother, he v7as feized 
and (hut up in the caflle of Dijon. 
* In the mean time the commiffioners nominated 
by M. de Malefherbes, in order to examine into the 
difpUtes between the father and fon, inclined to the 
liberation of the latter, on which the inflexible pa- 
rent furprifed a new lettre de cachet^ which con- 
demned Mirabeau to forget his love in the caflle of 
Dourlens. M. de Malefherbes, on quitting the mi- 
niftry, caufed it to be intimated to Mirabeau, that 
the laft fervice he ctould render him) was to advife 

bin . 
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128 MIRASIAU. 

hiih to fly Int6 fbme foreign country. H6 accof^ 
ingly followed his cou^r^L 

While abroad he received a letter frorii Sophia, 
'who had been threatened with being fhut up in a 
convent, ftating that M. JLremounier had folicited a 
Jeitr€ di cachet j it ended with thefe words : ^ either 
dighi or death I^* Could he abandon a woman ren- 
dered thiferable by and for him ? A fugitive hitnfelf, 
could he prohibit her from flight ? P. Manuel, has 
well obferved, on this occafion, that marriage ought 
to ceafe to be a duty, the moment that divorce is not 
cohfidered as a right. This fentiment includes the 
jufiification of Sophia ; that of Mirabeau, exiftcd irt 
Mis affe£{ion. 

The infenfed and injured hufband immediately ap- 
plied to the lawyers, and an inferior tribunal, confi- 
Bering this in the fame light as a rape, paited fentence 
of death on the offender, who was accordingly de- 
capitated iii efSgy ! 

This infamous judgment was, however, in the end 
antiuiled, and the accufer would have been mulAed 
in large damages, had not his adverfary generoufly 
forgiven him, on condition, that he would no longer 
tfouble the repofe of a wife who abhorred hiip ! 

In tlie mean time, Mirabeam concealed himfelf in 
Holland, where he palled under the name of Saint 
M^thieu i he lived in great obfcurity, fpending all 
his time with his Sophia, his books, and a few learn- 
ed Ifien. During part of the years 1776 and 1777, 
fi?$ itfbfiftence, and that of his' female friend, depend- 
ed foldy On his literary labours. The bookfeller 
% Changu- 
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Changuyon» gave him plenty of empIo3rment« Tlie 
indefatigable count) found no art or fcience a ftranger 
to him; his largeft work at this period, was the 
tranilation of a Hiftory of England. 

He had at firft formed the dcfign of repairing to 
America j and it is to be regretted that he did not 
execute this projeS, which would have accomplifhed 
part of his political deftiny. He was, however, very 
well pleafed with his prefent obfcure, but trai^quil 
fituation,and he gives an enchanting defcription of it 
in his letters, where he often laments that happy 
mediocrity, for which he was not formed by nature. 
It was from bis ^fylum in Holland, that he fent abroad 
his memorials againft his father ; an inexpiable er- 
rour, which he acknowledged, by the diiavowal of 
them, and effaced with his tears ! 

The patriarch of the economiJIs Hi 11 panted after 
revenge, and had unfortunately fufiicient interefl to 
caufe the rights of nations to be violated, in order to 
punifh his eldefl fon. Accordingly, an exempt of 
the ^d/w, provided with a lettre de cachet ^ figned 
Amclot and Vergennes, wfent to fearch^for his prpy» 
in the bofom of a free country^ Mirabeau receives 
intimation of his intentions, and prepares t6 fly; but 
It is necefTary to provide alfo for the fafety of his 
Sophia. A few moments loft on this oco^ion, be- 
reaved them both of liberty, for they were arrefl- 
ed on the 17th of May, at the houTe of Lequefnc 
in the Claveftand. This violation of national in- 
dependence, was tolerated hy a people who, on a 
iimilar occafion, cut ofF the head of one of the 

emifTaties 
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♦ erhiflaries of Louis XIV. but the Batavian na» 
tion was at this moment fubjec^ed to the yoke of a 
ftadtholder. 

On their arrival at Paris, the dungeon of Vin- 
cennes received Mirabeauj Sophia who was witli 
child, was confined under the fuperintendence of the 
J)olice, and was delivered of a dilughter, after which 
fee was removed to the convent of Sainfe Claire, af 
Gieh, on the i8th of June, 1778, To this deten« 
tion, which lafted nearly three years, we arc indebt« 
ed for the celebrated book, entitled, " Ltttres a 
Sophie" a work of the paflions, compofed in foli- 
tude, and breathing fenfibility, delirium, and affec* 
tion. 

Obliged at this period, to enter the lifts once more 
with the marquis, he difplayed wonderful addrefs in 
fwppofiing the rights, without wounding the duties 
of a foil. His memoir on this occafion, is a mafter- 
pieCe of feifon, art, eloquence, and logidc. No one 
cart behold (6 much genius enchained within the 
Walls of ^ dungeon, without exclaiming iVith Sophia : 
*< Vxm have proved to dbmonftratton, that you 
6ught to renounce the idea of becoming a great man 
in ybiir native country.*' 

While deprived of every comfort, and overwhelm- 
ed with bodily callmities, Mirabeau compofed his 
Mroticfi Sibli9nj a Work, keen, poignant, and origi- 



* Captain Cautier who was employed to feize a Calvinift of the 
liaiTie of Musuctan. He w^ arfefttd at the laft baiticr, and order- 
rd fip be put t9 death by the magiArates. 
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1^ ; the ^XHiMnciH^rics of Dom Caltnct, on the Bible, 
furni{be4 bitfi with the materials. About the iame 
time he dr^w up fl>r his Sophia, a grammar, and a 
little treatlfe on mythology | he alfo tra^(Iate4 
Joannes Secundus, and marked out the boun^ries of 
f^rb^lfracy poiver, in his vigorous and mafcMline work 
o|i LcHns 4i Ct^et. 

At leiigtl) a period feemed to be put to his literary 
pmrfuits— 4ie i^ refufed paper 1 He found means bow^* 
f ver, -to iu{^ly ^is w^uit, by tearifig ofF the iirft and 
laft leaves of the books, he was ftill permitted to 
have acc^fs to* His writings at the iame time, at 
l^eaft thoTe we have fcen, ailUmed a clofer and fiercer 
fty^e. He concealed the leaves on wJiich he wrote, 
4n f;be folds of bis clothes, and adually left his pri»> 
iiin, with the manufcript of his Lettrej (If Cachet^ 
fewed Uip in this manner ! 

• His 104;^ and expiatory captivity had now blunt- 
f4 the fMry Ojf p^rfecution, for the agents of autho* 
fity iiegan to bli|(h at becoming the inftiuments of 
vengeance tP a father,, whofe own condud gave oc* 
c^lon to the feyef eft reproaches, he himfetf being the 
■ifeve 9f M%d;|me 4e Pailly, his miftrefs, who tyran- 
^f«d 9Yer h>s dop>eftieks, ^nd exiled his &mily* 

The bondage .of Mi^^^u, was at length dilTolved 
Jt:gMJm iJtl^Lof December 1780, and it appears, that 
^ ^apuie reconciled to his father, for at th(s 
iQ)QiGb, be^ ipent (pueen -months along with hioi* In* 
4ee4 he 00^ quilted the p^ter^al ip^fion, in order 
to procure a revocation of the fentence pronounced 
^Pont^urlier, which was finally accompliOied on the 

14th 
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14th of Aagttll 1782. Sophia at the fame tkne, 
recovered her marriage portion and her liberty. 

After this, Mlrabeau returned to Provence^ 
whence he wrote the fdlowing billet to his wife : 
dated, November 6, 1782: 

•* Eight years are added to my life fince we have 
lived feparate from each other ; it will be with great 
4ilficultyl fhall be brought to believe, that thefe 
eight years devoted to misfortune, a title always fa* 
cred with a good heart, can have entirely banished 
tne from yours.** 

Prayers, eloquence, addrefe, and the mediation of 
common friends, having proved ineiFe6iual, owing to 
the obftinacy of her relations ; Mirabcau applied in 
his turn to the laws, and a procefs fcandalous to aB 
parties took place. His advocate happened to be 
Duport Dutertre; that of Madame Mirabeau was 
Delacroix, fince profeflbr of public law at the 
Xryceum, and author of a Work in five vols. 8vo. 
entitled, " Conjtttutions des principaux Etats de 
r Europe^ W des EtatS'-'^ms d*Jmerique.*^ 

After lofingthis fuit, Mirabcau fet out for London, 
and it is evident from his letters, that two or three 
good inftitutions excepted, he did not think very 
favourably of England. It was at this period, he 
became a man of lett^s, and a publicift by profef* 
fioh as wdl as by genius. He, indeed, had no lon- 
ger arty other profeffiori ; but is not Qiis the firft of 
* all ? The hiftory of his works and his Jife, is hence-* 
'forth the fame. 

America 
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America having obtained it* Itbeitf » the geacaiM 
wd officers of the ooaquering anaf^ meditated (die 
recompofition of a mSitary and bereditaiyariftocracji^ 
under the tide of Tie Oritr of Gwciniamtuu A cttU 
asen of South Carolina, pointed out die danger of tUa 
new corporation in 1783. It was on the plan of 
that pamj^let, which was but tittle known, ^a| 
Mirabeau, in the courfe of the next year, publiflled n 
work in London, entitled, Canfidiraticms fur fordr^ 
'de Ciminnatusy in which, tneating the fiibjeft as a 
politician and a tegtflator, he fixed the opinion of 
mankind on this dangerous innovation^ and oontii* 
buted to fave America from thf chains which had 
been forged for her. 

, An ambitious innovator, tormented with the mri 
-teftf of conquefts abroad, and xfcfbrms at home, Jolcpli 
21. in league with RujEia, and parCicijMting in Jin 
dreams of maridane commecce, pretended to revive 
the navigation of the Sdieldt, to make Oftend 
flpuirifliing^ and Amfterdam a i0kn^ MirabeaM 
oppofed their pr<^)o^ with his ^ DmUf fur fa 
isHerti ii tEfcaut /'* This fame prince who pBt^ 
tended to eiifranchife the Schdd^wi&ed totiecbim 
bis own . fisbfeas to tfie fdil-'^Mjtas who on rit 
fides, fled from his political experiments. Minibcaki 
•once more obliged him to Men to truth,, and ie« 
sealed to him, • that the only tie of naaions waui thfc 
jrcateft pofebfe-fum of bappihe& ' ^1 

' After havii^ ftewn himfelf id be a politiciani hk 
oppearei in the charader of a ftateinan. His wric^ 
ings on th« ^ Cfiifft i^BftmfUr ^ ^l^nqut ii Si. 
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Charlii^^ ^Aifhm.dis iaux** on all the branchc$ 
of publick credit, and all the fources of ftock-jobbing 
lifoceeded each other^ like fa macy rays of light. On 
tliefe Qccafions, to .the method o£ Sinith> he jcjoed 
tie eloquence of Demofthenes% - 
\ > The helm of the finances was at this moment dU 
IfAed by Calonne, a minifter who pofleired great 
talents without a Angle grain of publick virtue; 
Calonne did.juftice to the genius of 'MirabeaJu, but 
ke'dreaded his fuccefs \ it was on this atcount that 
lie caufed him to. be fent into exile in Pruffia, bjr 
-means. of an oblcure miffion>. which furrounded him 
with danger, without the poffibility of glory* It 
was there, that Mirabeau prepared his ufefisl and 
learned work, " De. la Monarchit Pruffienmi ;** it 
jma th^e he coUeded the details of that intemai 
mifery, on which a dazzling grandeur, was founded % 
it. was there he difcovered thoie rude but feeble eordi^ 
employed in moving the decorations that.fisrprifir 
and aftonifh mankind. : ^ 

.A Tbe genius of the great Feeder ick . apprecii^jled 
4int ^ Mirabeau* WiUijon replacc^d, of^ rather fuCr 
ceedtd Jrederick, and fo^ after his elevation, fent 
Mb order, to Mirabeau, to depart immediately from bU 
ikNninions. 

The latter having wtK gre^t difficulty procured 
iUficicat mosey for his journey, leaves the capital 
of Pruflia, and ftoiqping at (I^ipy to fee. the reprjc* 
iitn^tit>ilj::of .J>idOk beoq^s^ enamoured with the 
<9toff, |Dfe$ ajQiigbtt and his piicfe^ beiF Mgifig^f 
.borrows that .of hi* fecretsM^i ii€al:ly ei^fHiea it;. ^ 
• .^ . , ) wheel 
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'wJieel brcuks at»Bourget5 on diis he leaves his 
fecretary, his carriage, and his papers behind him, 
and enters Paris on foot, and without a fingley^«. 

On his arrival in France, he inftantly perceived 
'the ftorm that was approaching. His firft work 
' after his return was a continuation of his Dindna^^ 
tion dt P Jgifttage. In attacking this privileged 
-icourge, he appeared like Hercules ftifiing Catcus; 
•the return he received from governtoent, was a lettn 
\de cachet^ which he found means to avoid: hia def- 
tiny now commenced, and tyranny trembled. 

After attacking the reputation of Necker, and be« 

^holding liberty germinating in Fr;|ncey and expiring 

in Holland, he publifhed his ^^ Jvis aux Batavis^*^ 

• His work entitled " l^Htfi^ireficrette de la cour de 

-Biriin^" produced new reputation and new pcrfccu- 

tions* 

The drama of the S tates-General was now about to 
be performed, and Mirabeau fet out for ProVcncfti 
' excluded from the choice of the nobles by the 
.pofleflbrs of the large fieft, he elevated' the 'flandard 
of the Communesy and appeared like a fecond Marius. 
No fooner was he returned a member, than he be* 
came, as it were, the Jupiter Olympus of the affem- 
bly, chaining up or uoloofing the ftorm at his plea- 
fare. 

The remainder of his life is knov/n to all the 

wprld — it is engrafted m our hiftory. He died of 

. poifon, this is at leaft the geneiai opinion,* and even 

that of many officers pi health. His end was great; t 

, his iaft moments were fublime,, h^ feemed to ffi^t 

N 2 with 
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with his owfi ifkimortality, and in the iangoage of 
Liican; 

•« Sequc probM Moriens,** 
M. 9UP0NT D£ NEMOURS) 

Like a multitude of others, was one of the fdf- 
lerers by, and had nearly been one of the vi^ims of 
Robefpierre*s tyranny* A mandat d^errit was 
jfTued againft him, and his liberty was partly owing 
to the belief, that he had not efcaped the general 
iearcb, but was either imprifooed at La Ferce^ or had 
been executed after a mock trial. 

-^ At this critical period, he compofedhis ^^Or»* 
mafit^^ a pnun vtithout rhime^ in which he exhibits 
a conteft between a good and bad fpirit, {Oremajls 
and jlriman:s)j and gives the preponderance to the , 
former^ The man over whofe head, death appeared 
to be fufpended by a fingle hair, in this little din- ' 
logue^ points out all the ptcafares and advantages 
refulting from life. 

On his flight, he had recourfe to the humanity o£ 
two Aftronomers ;^one, a man of deferred celebrity,, 
Jerome Lalande ; the other, his afiiftant, the good 
and amiable Harmand. There is fome reafon ta 
fuppofe, that the place where ke was concealed, was 
no other than a clofet belonging to the National 
Obfervatory, There was not any bed, and it was 
with extreme difficulty, that bread and water could 

,be introduced. To add to thefe inconvenicncicst 
Harmand, who fupplied his wants, expefted daily to be 

* ordered to join die army, and the folitary prifoner, in 
that caft^ would diui hare been left with a certainty 

4lf 
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of Aarving. In this extremity, La£svfe Qnqe pipire 
undertook to rifk his" olvn life, in order to five, that 
of a fellow creatur^. 

Having at length efcaped from Paris, Dupgnf 
found another afylum in the country, and here as 
iifual, he occupied his time with his ftudies^ an« 
wrote his " Phihfophh de Wniven^'* addreffed tb 
the celebrated chymift Lavoifier, whofe lofs he moflf 
affeftfngly deplores ♦. In this work, after obferv- 
ing, that " philofophy is a religion— the ren'gion 6f 
virtue and of nature^*^ *he iniifts, that notfting can 
exift through, or be created by chance; diat iVxt 
itfelf is a term made ufe of, in order to conceal ig^> 
norance, for there is no fuch thing as diance in ex« 
tftence, and that even the throws of a pair of dice, 
are governed By known and pred(fc rtdbs. * In tiii^ 
ifofes, he inculcates the neceffity of a perpetiid infr- 
pulfion; iii order to preferve the courfe of the^planeti'f. 
he alfo conjeflures as to £he poffibitity of 'the ani- 
mation of di&' ftars. The remainder contains ^rfc* 
iJiarks on the fiidability cf the fbxj. on tfee tnoralif^ - 
of the ants, thei^ jpolice ard cconotey, tfifeir wgofUt 
rions and treaties ; and en the prdpagation^l)P god&r 
actions. ^^No action (fays he) is' abfolucely IniJtijd 
ed — good ones produce a> happy* fl^Hes^ of gobd'diMt^, 
and bad, an inevitable feries of bad'aiiiions.'^ .r . : ^ 

-i-r-. ^ ^ : — ^-^ ' ' j T . . t 'T 

^^ • « lia vu ce citoyen Ycrtueux, i*un dcs bommes \m, piifs ^Uii^ 
If^ plus doux, les plus iagcs qui 4ient exlile« run dc ctu^ qui ji le 
plus ccDdammenty k plus efficacement fervi la natioiiy & le-genr« 
humain, et qui s*en octupaic- encofi dam sf» dcriiien iMai«ii% 
liirif dc ia mattilre la plot injure* la pli9 ^^yiiimi^if^ 4si .jUli 

Ny *tlieie 
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" Thete important truths,^ a4(]$ he, * rcfdt from 
the philofophy of the univerfe, and ought to become 
the bafis of umverfsd philofophy.*' 

Whatever may be the opinion refpefling his doc- ^ 
trineS) all good men muft unite in rejoicing to learn 
that Dupont.de Nemours was reftored to (bciety, 
after the fail of the tyrant Robefpierre: but, alas I 
it was to be involved in frefh calamities ; for we be- 
lieve that he was implicated with the prefer ibed de* 
ptttie^ and that at this very moment he is either 
ailed> or ^t leaft under a cloud. 

JEAN BAPTISTE LOUVET, 

Whether wie confider his talents, or activity, thit 
muft be acknowledged to hav9 been one of the 
moft celebrated of the French fenalors. Here ibl- 
loyrs a iketch of bis life, as detailed by himfelf : 
. ^ £ireiry tiding that a man of feiifibility, who& 
S^svu^iers wei^e fimi^e, douU dedre, was obtained by 
«^e anterlour to the irevQlution. I lived in the coua- 
ffH of wjiich I was paffionately fond. I compofed 
,%rQTks of fitef ature, the fuccefi of which had already 
laid the li^undaiion of what I termed my Utth for^ 
pim: fiBiVf m^e tfiy ambition, it was of a diminutive 
. fize. Ardently ftoitten with the love of independ- 
ence, t had at length learned that the only way to 
I6bta!h ft was to reduce my wants to as narrow a 
compafs as poiEble; and I aSually contrived to 
.carfy my theciy into praAice, and bani(hed luxury^ ' 
^^MA J bad bat too much cheriflied in. the early p«rt 
oTibjr fGvtdx^ On the othes faaw^ I inTctked (bbriety, 
'- ^ * neceflary 
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ncceffiiry to the health of alt, and moie efpeciaHjr to 
that of a man of letters, and I had fb reduced alj^my 
expenoes, that * 800 4anes per ann. were fufBcient 
for my maintenance. The firft feven volumes of 
my t firft work, which was printed on my own ac- 
count, "brought me in a greater revenue, and in the 
fpring of 1789, i added fix more, which precipitated 
the fale of the former. The period of the revolu- 
tion however arrived, and by ftifltng frivolous publi- 
cations, diminifhed my profits from a novel, which, 
among a variety of light and trifling paiTage^, exbi^ 
bited a marked attachment to philosophy, arid diil 
played many republican principles at a time when 
fuch were very rare. The revolution, if it did not 
deftroy, at leaft deferred the accompli (hment of my 
hopes; it was not indeed my intereft to wi(h for it; 
but it was founded on glorious and juft motives 1 
and how was it poffible to avoid loving it, notwith- 
{landing it thwarted all my expeAations^ t was 
accuftomed to tell mf fair friend^ that if it retarded 
our happinefs, but fbrvirafded that of the human race, 
we ought to rejoice. My miftrefs applauded, the 
idea ! 

" What a woman ! whatgenerofity! what great- 
riefs of mind 1 how worthy of the immortal p^oA 
with which (he had infpired me ! We were brought 
up together^ and our atFe£tions increafed with our 
age; but in her fixteenth year (he had been married 



• About 341. ilvrUng. 

f Tfar Adventures of<tbe Owvalkr dK VteUat* 
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to a rich many whcvourr^ her m hundred miles- fronr 
ffie* She returned at the end of fix years, and pur 
iiutual afFedion^ inftead of dininifliing, had ia* 
creafed.-— I m'gbt qow loeAtion ber nameyforibe i$ 
my wife I and there wcjtr no dangers, do perfecmionSy 
which (be would! not participate along with vie ; but 
^er innocent family might be expofed to vengeance; 
I intend^ therefere, to call ber I^doi/kay after the 
heroine of my own romance. 

«* I was along with ber> at the diftance of twenty 
Teagues from Paris, when the intelligence of the 
capture 0/ the Baftille reached our ears. On this I 
inftantly received from^er hand" a prefent, precious 
in evfry point of view: it was the thne-^oUured 
tcckude,^ The incxpreffiWe fenfition which I felt— 
the tears which came into my eyes,, as (be attached 
the party-coloured ribbands to my hat— were they a 
pfifentiment of thoCe misfortunes which I (hould ex> 
perl enccv ibme day, on account of events that then 
afie(%ed me but iadired^ly I However that may be, 
ibis,, which, was the only cockade worn in a little 
town devoted to ariftocracy, was likely to be proi* 
dudive of dlfagreeable conferences^ for if the.news^ 
bad not been fully confirmed on the very next day,, 
I {bculd have experienced^ all the rigours of acrimi- 

jsaX profecution,. 

•* During a long period I was bu{ a mere Ipe^tbr ;> 
I had promifed to remain afways fuch. Men enow 
at that time defended thede^jf interefts of their coun- 

"try: diofe originating in my paffion occupied nearly 
all my time. But Moimi^^r, afier the affair of Oc- 

L, .. . . • toberi 
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tbherfjjSg^ having endeavoured, in all kicendiar^ 
publication to accufe PariSy then wholly exempt 
from blame, inftead of courageoufly denouncing tfa<; 
Orleans faction, folely culpable of the crimes that 
had fullied a juft infurredion : indignation made me 
taice up my pen, and I publifhed a pamphlet entitled 
1 Paris JuftifiK Thit produced my admiffion to 
the Jacobin Club, where no (»ie was recaived at that 
period, but in conie(|uence of real - pretenfiond to 
iivifm^ and the pofieffion of feme talents. Refiding 
, principally in the country, I frequented its meetingB 
but feldom, and ftiil confined myfelf to the part of 
•an obierver. • 

** All my works thenceforth, howeireri wcrfe d?- 
r^ti towards' the revolixtion. Thus Emilh 4$ 
Vermont was a romance, undeitaken to pfore tfcfe 
general utility, and fomethnes the.neoeffity of iP» 
'^9rc€^ as^alfo of the marriage ef frkftu In the 
fiune fpirit I wrote two comedies. "In ont' of fire 
aAs, entitled L'Anobli Conspir ATBVRy#« U Seut^ 
geet$ Cintilhomme iu iik-buitiime fiuU^ I attacke4» 
by means of the bittei^eft fiircafinS} the ridicubui 
prejudices concerning nobility, bodi old and ncw,^ 
and that, too, two or three months before the decroe 

'that aboliihed it. N ^ , who^ after the revolu>- 

tion of the 31ft of May, affirmed that be and the 
member of the Mountain were the fole republkaol, ^ 
refiifed to receive it at the Theatre de la Natiat^^ 
under pretext that tt^vas incendienji and when I 
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carried it to the Thiatre Frau^aisj one of che.itfat^ 
nagers obferved that it ,would be neceflkry to be pro- 
ViJicd with cannon,, in order to perform it*. The 
other comedy was a gay but pointed fatire on 
the mummeries of the court of Rome: it had for 
title, L'EtEcrioN et l'Audience du Grand- 
Xama Sispi. The only dramatick trifle, which I 
could procure to be performed, was a farce called 
,La grandi nvue des armies n9tre tt blanche-^ it 
•was written with a view to turn the army of Cob^ 
lentz into ridicule, as may be perceived from the 
ititle, and it was reprefented twenty-five times. > 

^ On all important occafions I repaired to my fec-^ 
tion. I alio at times fpoke - there ^ for ariftocracy 
.^repaired thither in force, and the patriots were in 
.want of orators. I was one of the firft to infcribe 
my name in the regifter of the national guard, to 
iurniih my patriotick contribution, and to enter my- 
SAS a member of the jury of accufation. Thus J ' 
Ailfilled all the obfcure duiies of the revoktrou^ 
.avoiding at the fame time all its brilliant advantages. 
I never fought after popularity, but the moment was 
Viow come when I .was relu^ntly obliged to ftand 
forth to puhlidc notice. , . 

'' The greater part of the ttefenders of liberty had 
been fucceiEvely removed: fome by death ; others 
by corruption. The Court ccmfptred openly againft 
tfhe c6nftitu%ion which it4iad accepted. AH the par- 
ties v*o laboured ^to deftroy-it were srifiired of tl*? 

*' __juji I ,----- I — ' _ - J ^ -»■ ■■*-, 

• '^ II mt faudmt du carm po^r jouer cette fiice,*^ • 
. * fuppOFt 
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kpfort of the MoiardL I was one of that finall 

iiiimber of hardy phQofo|diers who, at the con« 

dttfion of 1791, had d^ored Ae fate of a great 

nation, obliged to ftop in the midft of its career of 

liberty, and to call itfelf enfrandiifed, wbile it ftill re- 

tained a court and a king ! Happy, however, in having 

refomed fo many ancient abufiss, I had, like many 

others, heartily promifed fidelity to this emafenlatcJ 

oonffitotKMi, hopeing that time alone would produce 

a aire to our yet remaining wooads, without agi« 

tatton, and widiout hemocrhage* Yes I 1 fwear by 

that Heaven which itads the inwavd fcntiments of 

man, that ifrthe Court had not a thoufind times 

tried to ravifli our balf-lihrty from us, I fhoiuld 

never have ttpeAed our entire ISberstion, but frem 

time alpoe. But it became inconteftible that it con-^ 

4)ired, and, not eontent with lamenting internal 

coouBotions, it called in feceignaid Inthispre- 

dtflamcnt, who could refiife to joiit the too fedle 

battalion that ftill combated for our country? 

^^ From that moment I entered die lifts, and be- 
oarae a party in die terrible oonteft. Indignant at 
the manoeuvres of thoie nobles wIks in order to re- 
^Sublafti the moft horrible abules, wereaideavourihg 
to aaa Europe agaii^ their native bmd, I 9pptiJKA 
at the bar of the LegHiadve Aflem% on die asdi 
of De^emhtt*^ 17.92, and prcfented «Mr pHithn tatun 
Ui PriUftt (119 petitianagainft the Princes), fioth 
iaJlW ftnatt, land tbro^ghcM^e aspire, the efiea 
mia ppDpdigi^K^s WKi this» \^ weft m two odier pe* 
sMops of maoe, wcre^pnotedby order of the A^ 

feasbly. 
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femUjF. In January^ lyga^ durifig a diiciii&oa of 
the 4ttiiioft importance, 1 alio appeared ia the tri-« 
bunt of thateeie^mtcrd foctetf, whera I had hitherto 
remained nutteu 

M The graiid ji|i|eftion reQsi^ing a war mth Au^ 
ftria was foon after dtrettiTed, and this gave occafim 
to the isfpiiotts fthtfin> between the Roiefpiirriim 
bS&iOi and the party of the Briffkineu I took part 
to this debate againft Robeipierre^ and mhiced him 
to filence^ from that moment he beewnb iny mortal 
tnemf> and let k>ofe a gang of caliNmitatxMrs againft 
the W€W 0ratpr» I however obtained feme of the 
honcmra dF die dub> for I was elefted ficft,.fecr^ary 
and afterwacds vice-^efident. 

Roland^ Senran^ CUviorre, at. this time we^e In 
adoiiniftratiQn> and I was to haxe been appoitstsd 
jnin^u- of juftiee^ hut oil the preceding evening I 
^MS denounced at the Jacobins as an emigraat^*-^ 
Although V viflorioufly jrefnted this aflesttonj and 
was liftetied to. with al^endon and.^pplau&y.Duran'i - 
thon was pn^ftrred.to thiSL importaat office^ By 
what ftrange £itality is the dcAiny of an empire 
conntfftod with idot of afingle msin 7 Hail I^been 
mimfterof |ufki««^ I Aoisld. certainly have'fidedvwkh 
Rotan4^' pahieipatcdia* hit boiioniahle difgraos^ ^h* 
tamed the p^ijick cfteem, beea reftorsd to ofiet 
W5<fe him^ on the ieth of Ai^ft» ?nd theft rdyalijh 
^ ^fgmfr Aoidd ne^per hayo perpetnt^ the^ hotu 
l«tif a of TS^ittfidier on die cndto of ^h« r^puUicki 
^ M^netf Ae OanMiars flioirid noli have. pro* 
AieeA (be-de^bmi ^ Ar d^utie» of 'Pitfis ^ fAfilii 
.'.— of 
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of terrouf ; the Engliih government, unable to ex« 
cite its people againft us^ would have fought in vain 
for a pretext to commence hoftilities ; Robefpierreii 
had he not altered his condu^ muft have fuccumbed 
along with Pache, Chaumette, Hebert| Marat, and 
a crowd of vile wretches in the pay of foreign pow-' 
ers. The foundations of the republick tvould then 
have been laid ! 

" The minifter * of the home department wiflied 
to become acquainted with mf; War had been de- 
clared. The court palpably engaged in a league 
with Auftria, betrayed our armies ; it was abfolutely 
neceflary to enlighten the people on the fubje^ of fo 
many different plots, and I accordingly became editor 
of (La Sentinelle) The Sentinel f. The mini* 
fter bore the expence, and of fome of the numbers 
upwards of 20>ooo were printed. Thofe who have 
ftudted Paris and the departments are well aware of 
the fervice of this journal to France at that epoch,^ 
when foreign powers, emboldened by their internal 
connexions, menaced a total overthrow. ' 

" When Dumouriez, wiflxing to reign alone, pro- 
cured the minifters Servan, Claviere, and Roland, 
to be turned out, his friends attempted to corrupt 
tnc with the offer of the embafly to Conftantinople; 
but in the very next Sentinel lattacked the conduit' 
of this minifter, and from that moment I heard no 



• Roland. 
. t ThU wai what Is termed Un JournaI'affche% being ported oa 
. the walls, &c. 

O more 



y Google 



145 JEAN BAPTISTE tOVYtT. 

more of my diplomatick miffion to the Grand 
Signorl Nearly at the feme period Guadet and 
Briflbt wiflied to fend me as commiiEoner to St. 
Domingo, and on my refu(al Santhonax ws)S ap» 
pointed. 

^ At length the infurredion of the lOth of Auguft 
took place, on \riiich occafion I contributed to favie 
the Swifs guards, whom the fatellites of Orleans, 
who had fled at firft^ returned to maflacre, as (bon 
as the engagement was at an end. I made feveral 
of thefe unfortunate foreigners file along the win- 
dows of the Aflembly, whence they pafled Into the 
diplomaticic committce-room, in the clolets of which 
they were concealed by Briflbt and Genfonne.-* 
Danton appeared, when the vi&ory was declared^ at 
, the head of -the battalion of Marjelloh^ armed with 
a large iabre, as if he had been the hero of the dayi 
as to Robefpierre, ftill more cowardly and hypocrt* 
tical, he dared tiot to fhow his face until .four-and« 
twenty hours after the combat i— this, however, did 
not prevent him from attributing to himfelf the 
whole merit of the fuccefs an the council of the 
commune^ whither he repaired the next day but one, 
in order to a£l the part of a deipot. 

^ And on the ad of September, it was he who 
menaced us all. The frightful Robefpierre pro- 
fcribed us in the tribune ; Marat pafTed fentence of 
death upon us. The punifhment of Briflbt, Verg- 
niaud, Guadet, Condorcet, Roland, and his wife; 
^t of Lodoifl(a and myfelf, was alfo decided upon. 

Vile 
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Vile impoftor^ ! infiunous royalifts 1 were we then 
fedcndifts? 

" Soon after the firft meeting of the Conven- 
tion^ I denounced Robefplerre; fifty deputies at* 
tefted the fads mentioned by me; and the cow- 
ard, thinking his laft moment was approaching, 
came to the tribune^ in order to demand mercy*^ 
Had but Pethion— whofe immenfe influence was 
not even then deftroyed, and whom I called upon 
ievend times-— bad he but told publickly one (quar- 
ter of what he knew, Robefpierre and his accom- 
plice, Marat, would have been inftantly decreed in 
a (late of accufation, and the Republick faved ! — 
The future dictator demanded eight days to prepare 
a reply : when this term had elapfed, he filled all the 
tribunes with male and female Jacobins;, and aL- 
though he fyok^ for two hours, did not fay a word 
in anfwer. I hoped to have overwhelmed him in 
my rejoinder; but the Girondijis arofe along with 
the Mount at Hy m order to prevent me from being 
heard, as they imagined our triumph complete. — 
1 his, however, did. not prevent me from writing, 
and I accordingly publifhed what I intended to have 
faid, under the form of a letter addrefTed to Maxi- 
milian Robefpierre and his Royalijis (A Maximilien 
Robefpierre et a fes Royalijies). \ , 

" Nearly at the fame time Buzot and I attacked 
the fadion in the mofl fenfible part We demanded 
and obtained the decree for the expulfioh of the 
Bourbons. A revolt on the part of the Jacobins, 
the Cordeliers, and the Commune, forced us to re- 
Oa. peal 
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|>^al it; but it was attended M, leaft with this ad-- 
vantage^ that the motives of the Mountain were 
X now difcovered. 

•* AfTuredly I had well earned the honour of being 
expeHed from the Jacobins, and my name was ac* 
cordingly crafed on the ferae day with that of Ro- 
land and many other patriots. 

** At the trial of Capet, SaHe moved the appeal to 
the people 5 I fupportedhim: my reafons are publick, 
and it is now cafy to decide whether my prediftions 
have not been verified by events. 

" At length Dumouricz joined the Orleans' party, 
and thus threw bis weight into the fcaleof our ene#- 
mles* The lOth of March was not far off, and the 
heads of twenty-two deputies were promifed on that 
day to Cobourg 5 we were only faved by the batta- 
lion of Breft. This affair was in fomc mcafurc 
hulhed up by the Girondifts, for fear of driving vi» 
$lent men inU Jiil! greater excejfes. On this occa* 
fion I drew up a denunciation of the plot of the 10th 
of March, but was not allowed to fpeak, and, as 
ufual, was obliged to have recourfe to the prefs*. 
All the conjefturcs hazarded by me, at that period, 
have become fo many predifiions, and it is impoflible 
to defcribe the rage of the confpirators when it stp- 
pcared* I however was liot fufficiently fupported by 
the affertors of liberty on this occafion, and "as I now 
forefaw that our fall was at hand, and our difcom- 
fiturc inevitable, I was accuftomed to fay daily to 

• The title of this pamphlet is, A la Convention Nationale, tt a ma 
Qfmmcttgnsfur la Conff ration du xo Man a la Fa&lw ^OrUanu 

my 
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flsy dear Lodoiflca,-^^ Our friends ruih towards the 

* fcafFold, and I would feparate myfelf from them in- 
« ftantly, were I not confcipus that their party is that 

* of duty and of virtue/ 

f< In the mean time Dumourifez, who, while it 
fer ved the purpofes of his unbition had been a ftaunch 
republican, now thirfted for our blood* An inhabitant 
of Bourdeaux, who happened to be a friend of Guadet9 
and was taken at the battle of Nerwienden, brought 
us intelligence that the ftaff officers of Cobourg\ 
army: flattered themfelves with the expe£btion, that 
in a fhort time the heads of twenty-two members of 
the Convention, would be cut oflT. Judge then, 
of our furpfife, wK^n, a little afterwards, Pache 
appeared at the head of the pretended fedions of 
Paris, and prefented his famous petition, m which 
(wenty-two of us were profcribed I 

I had long anticipated all the horrours of the 3t(t 
of May: they occurred, however, at a time when I 
had ^oft ceafed to exped them. On the night be«» 
tween the 30th and 31ft the ftorm announced itfelif 
fi> palpably, that I was under the neceffity of fleeping 
from home-— A detached chamber, containing three 
trrjH^hed beds, but a fufficiency of arms^ and inclina* 
tioo for defence, received Buzot, Barbaroux, Giiadet, 
Bergoing^Habaut St. Etienne, andmyfelt. At three 
o^ock in the morning we were awoke by the npil^ 
of ^e to€pn*y at fix w^ defcended from our garret^ 
apd pafled alpn^ ^the Thuilleries to the Conventiony 
Wl^cf^.tbijaits onii. :t^^ ottered ^g^ioft lU!^ Nex( 
' O3. . J y day. 
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day, as I entered the hall, I learned that the female 
citizen Roland had been arrefted. From that mo* 
ment I was convinced that the career of crime was 
about to commence: I therefore engaged the princi* 
pal perfons profcribed to re-unite, and we accord- 
ingly dined together for the laft time. Lefs occupied 
with our repaft than the prefent critical fituation of 
publick affairs, we began to confider of our future 
condu£t| when the tdcfin once more founded the alarm, 
and was heard on all fides. A moment after, ibme 
one brought BrifTot the £dfe intelligence that feals 
had been put on all our papers. Notwithftanding I ' 
trembled left my Lodoifka ihould be arretted, I urged 
my opinions, fuccinflly, but warmly. Henceforth, I 
faid, we could be of no fervice in the Convention, 
where the Mountain and the galleries would not 
permit us to utter a Angle word ; our appearance dierc 
would only animate the hopes of the C0nfpirators, 
who would be charmed to > !ize the whole of their 
prey at the fame time. There was nothing further 
to be done in Paris, as it was entirely governed by 
a iaAion, which had made itfelf mafter of the armed 
force, and the conftituted authorities— ^itf was a de* 
fartmental infurnHion which could ahne fave alt 
France! 

** After providing for the fafety of her who was 
dearer to me than my own life, I fccreted myifelf 
iJuring a fortnight, at the houfe of an old fi iend, Who* 
in his youth had been affifted by my father? three 
weeks more -were fpent with 9^ brave young tfiaiiV oft' 
whefe Edelity I could re}y» 

«« In 
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^ In the mean time the indignant departments be- 
gan to talk of vengeance. Buzot, who had not been 
feized, and Barbaroux, who had efcaped from his 
keepers, were along ^th Gorfas at Caen, and 
headed the.infurrcftion ©f the Weft. I myfelf, hav- 
ing received paflports from that place, left Paris on 
the 24th of June. At Meulan, we were obliged to 
change our carriage, and the new coachman proved 
to be a furious MaratififVfho was continually pour« 
ing forth imprecations againftthofe rogues dfdeputiesy 
who were repairing to the departments, in order to 
inflame them. 

^ Having arrived at Caen on the 26th, we found 
that eight coakfced departments had already fent their 
commiflaries thither, and their armed force was about 
to follow. Wimpfen, the General in Chief, had 
hitherto confined all his exploits to fine words. I 
foon faw, and Indeed he made no fecre^of it, that he 
WSis nothing more Or lefs than a Royalift\ my col- 
leagues allowed him to be one, but added at the fame 
time, that he was a man of honour. From that mo- 
nfent 1 perceived what rauft evidently occur, and, 
had my wife been along with me, we ihould have 
taken our pafTage to America, and been at this mo- 
ment, perhaps, in Philadelphia. 

♦* At length Wimpfen declared himfelf, and pro* 
mifed us men, arms, ammunition, and money, if we 
would but negotiate with England. The other de- 
puties now opened their eyes to the foare laid foi* 
them, and the defection of the addiiniftrators of Cal- 
vados, and the acceptance of the new conftitirtion 
6 by 
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by the Primary Affernblies rendered our ftay in den 
extremely hazardous. We accordingly accepted the 
invitation of the Brftonty who were about to return 
to their own country, and refolved to accompany 
them thither, armed like themfelves. 

" After a few marches, we arrived at Vires, where 
having learned that the Mountain had arrefted all 
thofe attached to us, I trembled for the fate of my 
wife} but fhe arrived at midnight, moft unexpe£l-> 
edly, and thus releafcd me from all my fears. At 
Fongeres^ the battalions feparated, and we proceeded 
with that of Finifterre to Dol,hopeing to be able to 
reach Qyimpcr, whence Kervelegan our colleague, 
who had gone thither fome days before, would be 
able to get us a paiTage to Bourdeaux, At Autraint 
about two hundred Jacobins entered into a plot to 
difarm the federates, and fend the prpfcribcd deputies 
to Paris; but we doubled the pofts and the patroles^ - 
and prevented the confpiracy from taking effieft. 

" A little before our entrance into Dol, we re- 
ceived intelligence that the Munieipality had fent to 
St. Maloes for a body of troops, in order to feize 
us; but we marched into the place with fcrewed 
bayonets, and drew up in battle array before th^ 
town houfe. At Dinan, we were well received by the. 
inhabitants, who furnilhed us with excellent beds ;» 
next morning, however, the battalion began to di&. 
pute about us, and feveral obierved, that to prote^i 
the profcribed deputies was to violate the law^* - Oq. 
this we fignified our reiblutioj> to depart by ourfelveii 
acrofs the country to Quimper s but they wpuld ho^ 

permit 
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permit us, for they not only prcfentcd us with arms, 
but alfo offered us money, and infifted that fix of 
them fhould accompany.us as guides. Having lent 
my Lodoiika forward by the great road, we fhruck 
off at Jugon, and after a variety of adventures, cf«* 
caping fometimes by artifice, and fometimes by dint 
of refolution, we at length arrived at. Quiosper, in 
the neighbourhood of which we were concealed in 
the hut of a peafant. Expofed every moment to the 
denunciations of the malignant, and the daggers of 
ailaffins; imagining that my end approached, and 
that I ihould be dragged to a fcaffold, which muft 
inevitably have been the cafe, had I fallen into the^ 
hands of my implacable enemies, I was feized at 
this period with a fit of melancholy, and adually 
compofed my deatb-fongy which I intended to have 
fung on my way to execution: 

Al^y^yeillemau /a/ut del* Empire, 

* Des vils oppreifeurs de la France^ . 

* pai denonce les attentats : 

' Ih font vainqueurs> et leur vengeance 

< Ordonne auHi-tot mon tr^pas.' ' 

* Liberte! Libert^! re90is done mon dernier' hommage; 

' Tyrans, frappez> rhomnie libre enviera mon dtdiii s 
' Piutot la mort que refdavagey 

< C'cft le vceu d*un Republicain \ 

* Si j'avois fervi leur furie, 

* lis m'auroicnt prodigue de Tor; 

* J'aimai mreux fervSr ma patrie» 

* J*aimal mieux rccevoir la mort. 

* Liberte! Libenet quelle dme a ton feu ne t*anime1 

. * Tyrans, frappez* Thcmme libre enviera mon deilin: 

* Piutot le trepas que Jc crime, 

* C*eft le vceu d*un rfpablicain l- 
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* Et toi> qxi% regret je d«laifle» 

* AniantCi fi chcre a mon cceusi 

* Bannis toate indigne /(ublcfle^ 

* Sois plus forte que ta donleur. 

*- LiberU! Ubert6 1 t^imt et foutieos Ton counge T 

* Pour toiy. ponr moi, qu*eL'e porte )e poids de fcs jours j; 

* Son temp peut-^re, enferme un gagCf 
*■ L*UBJqtte fruit dc nos amours! 

* Digne^ufe, sois digne merej 

* Prends ton eleve en Ton berceau !J 

* Redis 4ui fouvent que son pere 

* Mounit du tr6pa$ le plus beau 1 

< Libert^ 1 liberti! qu^il V^Src (qn plus pur hommage \\ 

* Tjranty trcmbkz» redoutez. uo enfant g&n6reux I 

* Plutdt la mort que refclavage*. 

* Sera le premier de fet voeux ! 

' Qujf fi d*un nouveau Robefpierre^ 
' Ton pays etoit tounaent^ 

* Mon fiky ne Tenge point .ton perej 

< MonfilS) venge la liberty! 

< Liberte ! liberty ! qu*un succes meilleur racoompagnef 
« Tyrans, fuycz, emportez vos enfans/odicux ! 

* Plut6t la mort que la Montague^ 

* Sera le cri de nos neveux 1 

* Oui, des bourreaux de TAbbaye^ 

* Les succes afFreux feront courts! 

* Un monftre edfhiyoit fa patrie, ^ 
' Une fiJle a tranche fes jours ! 

^ Libert^ ! Libert^ ! que ton bras fur eux fe promene ! 
< Tremblez, tyrans> vos for&its appelent nos vertus t 

< Marat eft mort charge de haine« 

* Corday vit auprds de Brutus ! 

* Mais h foule fc prefle et crie ; 

* Pcuple infortun^y }e t'cntends! 

* Adieu, ma famille ch6ric, 

* AdieUy mes amis de yingt am! 

'Liberty I 
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« %ihtni ! liberty pwdoniie i k fovle ti>uffe f 
< Maity ^iu tyraiu ! le Midi peut encore voift punir^ 

* Moi je m*en vais dtns TElyfiSey 

• AvecSydbeys m'cntrctcnir ! • 

<« At length an opportunity ofitred to effed'our 
«cf(cape: it was impoffiUe, howevo*, ,to carry my L»> 
^ilka along with me. I therefore bade her adieu, and 
•embarked on board a fmaU.veflel> along with Gau- 
^et, Bi£&ot, Pbthion,'and Barbaroux, for Bourdeaux. 
Our dangers, however, inftead of being leflened, 
deemed to redouble. We were conftantly ia iauni» 
jieht danger of being taken by the Ei^lifli, in Which 
<afe, to avoid all fiifpicion of collufion with our in»- 
f>laceal>le enemy, we had deterniined to pat ourfdvioi 
to death, rather tluui iall into their hands* At one 
time,, we fell in with the Breft fleet; at another, we 
were nearly forced by a Aorm to take refiige at Ro- 
trhelle, where we fkoM inftantly have been recog* 
nifcd, and when at length we joined the convoy, 
which we intended to have failed widi originally, t^ 
captain of one of the frigates eagerly enquired if 
•there were any paflTeagers on board* We arrived at 
length, however,* in the river of Bourdeaux, and to 
^avoid being fearched 1>y the men of war, or flopped 
ty the garrifon of Fort de Blaye, we went on fhore 
at Becd'Ambes, in the yawl, which was ib fmsdl 
as to endanger our lives. ♦ 

^ We were now in this famous department of the 
Gironde) and here, we not only deemed ourfelves In 
pcrfeSt furety, but in a fltuation to combat the ene- 
mies of our country. In ihprt, we. had nearly 

knelt 
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knelt dawn on landings and kiiTed the earth we 
longed fo much to behold. O ! unhappy mortals f 
jour joys are fometimes as ill-founded as your for« 
rows I 

' ^* The mah(ton where we intended to refide, and 
which was at fome dtftance from the city, belonged 
to a relation of Guadet ; but nobody being at home 
to receive us, we were forced to repair to a ibrry 
ale-houfe. There we learned, that the Maratifts 
had attained the fupefiority at fiourdeaux ; that tb^- 
members of the municipality and department had 
betaken themfelves to flight; that Chateau^TrompHU 
and Fort'Blayej had furrendered, and that the depu* 
ties of die mountain had entered with a body of 
troops. Our arrival was foon buzzed about, and 
we were obliged once more to provide for our fafety. 
Guadet and Pethion, fallied out for that purpo/e, 
but they could not find any one courageous enough 
to entertain us during even a (ingle night ! What 
added td our confiifion, was the intdligence, that 
troops and cannon, were a£lually fent againft us^and 
this was really the cafe, for they arrived immediately 
after our departure. 

^ Having cvoSed the Dordogne in the ferry»boat^ 
we lea'^ned that fifty horfemen were in purfuit of us ; 
we therefore took refuge ia a quarry where we re* 
mained iniafety, for as it happened to be a Sunday, 
the labourers were not at work. There we held a 
folemn confultation, and foon perceived, that in order 
to cfca^e, it would be abfolutely neceflary, to divide* 
Petion and Bu^ot, agreed to wander together, I 

knew 
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knew not whither ; Salles and Guadet rcfolvcd to 
repair towards Landes \ Barbaroux and Valady join- 
ed themfclves to mfi. Our fole objeft was to gain 
time, for we deemed the frightful triumph of thfe 
mounuin (b inconceivable, that we did not think tt 
^ofllble, that it could laft for a fingle fortnight. 
After embracing, we accordingly (eparatod. Barba* 
roux was to pafs for a profeflbr of mineralogy, a 
fcience he was well acquainted with, his companions 
for two merchants, who were travelling along with 
him, in order to fpeculate on the mines he miglrt 
difcoven But merchants on foot, and travelling 
during the night ! fifty leagues of country to 
jiafs through,^ by the ailiftance of fuch a fable as 
this ! And Barbaroux fo well known, and fe 
eafy to be difcovered! The proje& wasj def- 
jl>erate, and protefiing Heaven prevented us from 
carrying it into execution, for after walking four 
hours, we found that we had mifled our road, A 
re£lory was at fome diftance, and we refolved to- 
• knoc^ at the door ; it was opened by a worthy con« 
'ft*ftuti9nal cure, who inftantly perceiving that we 
were perfecuted men, received us with great hofp/f- 
tality, and detained us for two days. At the end of 
lihat period, he conducted us to the houfe of a pea- 
(ant, whofe wife was afraid to give us ah afylum ; 
we then took refuge in a hay-loft, belonging to a 
ferm, and there intended to have put an end to oup 
lives, but Barbaroux, reminding me of my wife, and 
I recalling to him the image of his venerable mother, 
we deferred the horrid iced, . 

** At length I came to a decided refolution, to make 
P an 



yGooQle. 



, 158 f&AK BAPTISTE LOUVEr. 

«n attempt to reach Paris, and rather encounter ^I 
the dangers ofSo perilous a journey, than remain in 
.the. prcfent. horrid ftate we were in, J therefore in- 
ilantly threw away everything that might encumber 
jtnc in the journey ; I kept, however, my national 
^great coat,, and difguifed my>face under a little Jaco- 
bite wig*,; after this, havii^ prcfled Guadet and Sal- 
Jes to my heart,/! opened my pocket-book, and 
4>arting a iew ajjignats with the latter, who was ftiil 
,4)Oorer than myfelf, I fet pfF along the great road 
^hat leads to the capital. It was necefTary I fhould 
-pafs through Mffnt^J^ont^ ,and at break of day I held 
rOut a bad pafTpoct, for the in<pe£li6n of the fentinel, 
.who luckily happened to be afleep. Soon after thi^ 
J entered a Xmall village, where I obtained a good 
.fire and a breakfaft,.at a little. publick houfe; I al(b 
^found pen .and, ink there, and by thoir means cony- 
4)letpd ray" paflport,* defcrihing- the "citizen Larchor 
,(the iiamej had affumed) ^s.zhv^vc/ans-cuJottes, At 
^uflidau, the miftrefs of the forry iiin, where I put 
^p, endeavoured to difcover my fentiments, in the 
jmoft.infidious marmer, by praifmg Charlotte Corday,, 
.and ahufing Marat,, but I fwore in the true ftyle of 
Pere Duche(ne,.and,mcnaQed her with- the guillotine*' 
^Next day, when I had .payed the bill, and was pre- 
. paring, to depart (he went baftily out, and brought 
in an overgrown peafant, .whon^ (he called the.citi- 
.-zen-Hiayor, who. luckily for me. could cot rpadj 

"Perceiving I was likely to efcape, through bi^ig7 
jiorance, fhe imniediately fent for. the Procureur^ 

• l/fK j^etUe ferrttque jacohiti^ 
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Syndic^ and aflually introduced the whole -munLcipa- 
liiy one by one, but 1- fo plied them with liquor, 
which I was now under the ncceflity of calling for, 
and had acquired the confidence of the chief magif- 
trate to fuch a degree, that I was confidered by all as 
a moft excellent jacobin, and wiflied a good journey, 
accordingly. 

" Nothing new occurred until I arrived at Peri- 
gueu5f, a very dangerous place for me, but I luckily 
paffed through the fuborbs, and arrived at. a hantlet 
called les Tavernes ; the keeper of the alc-houfe 
was afleep, and I* had no {boner awoke him, and 
afked for a bed, than he demanded my paflpcrt^ 
.When- he had examined it, he inftantly difcoveicd^ 
that it had not been prefented to the conjlituted stu-^ 
thoritiesj at Perigueux, and threatened to cohda(5i 
me thither. A- carrier, howeycr, who*happencd'to 
Be prefent, rhterfered in my BehaW, procured me a 
ferry matrafs, for which^^I was obKged to pay before 
hand, and took me under his protection next motn- 
hig. After obferving that I did not look like a thiff^ 
he placed me in his cart which had a tilt over it J 
and'as he was well known on the road, he conduiled 
me through Thiviers and Aixe, at neither of which 
. places I was flopped, and we at length arrived in 
fafety at Limoges, which was his place of refidence. 

*' Suppofing me one of the merchants who had been 
plundered at Bourdeaux, he concealed me In his 
houfe, f )r three whole days, until he could find a 
convenient opportunity to 'convey me to Paris. At 
^hc end of that time his wife, who trembled for th« 
P 2 confequences 
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confequences, invented a ftory, in order to get rid of 
me, and when,! difcovered the trick conjured me not 
to reveal it to her huiband. He himfelf arrived (boa * 
after, and informed me with an oath, that be had 
prevailed on a good fellow of a poftillion, to carry mc 
all the way to the caJjitaJ) adding, that I was to pafs 
as a fmuggler. Next morning by two. o'clock he 
was at my bed fide, and after forcing me to aflift him 
in difpatching a couple of bottles of wine, and filling 
my pockets with bread, meat, and chefnuts, he pre»» 
fented me^with a pair of wocHen gloves, and a cot- 
|cn night-cap, which I ftill have in my pofleffion.^' 
At break of day,'we fet forward, and having made 
a circuit, in order to avoid a guard-houfe and fome- 
military pofts. in the ricighbourhpod, we at length. 
arr,iy^d at a little inn, where my new condu<Slor 
waited ibr us. After the other had delivered me 
into his hands, ajid repeated his recommendations 
a thoufand times over, he embraced, and even wept 

overine. I alfo wept How fweet are the 

tears of gratitude ! — At length we bid adieu to each 
other. Adieu brave and moft excellent fans-cuktiesy 
replete with generofity and fenfibility ; fiich ought 
to be, fuch would have been all, if wicked men had 
not perverted your minds ! Should he in his turn, be ^ 
ever perfecuted, juft God ! repay him in his misfor- 
tunes, for that fuccour he c 
mine. 

" My new guide, pofleflTed 
but his carriage, which pro 
inacbin^} v^as not fo well cal( 
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as the former. Add to this, that we could only tra- 
^vel at a flow pace, muft therefore be long on the 
road, and that I had no lefs than feven compa- 
nions 1 AU the feven too, were perpe- 
tually. at variance, and agreed only in one point — 

they deemed themfelves honoured by being jacobins, 
and indeed, they were jacobins in no fmall degree ! 
" At -the entrance of every town, at every guard-. 
, houfe, at every poft, a*^ every place where paffports. 
were demanded, I was obliged to conceal myfelf un- 
der the great coats of thefe mountaineers, and the. 
petticoats of their wives*.. TW$ was. the only way^ 
that a deferter^ (and fuclj.* I pretended to be) could 
' efcape deteftion. At BoijrRemont, at Argenton, at 
Chateau-«Roux, I efcaped^ with great difficulty, and 
the nearer we approached Earisy the ftrifler was the. 
fearch.* .. ^ 

** We now entered a department, where I had" 
bee^i elefted by the .people, while they were ftill 
free; I had perhaps exhibited fome' courage in ful-v 
filling the duties they had entrufted me with^ and I , 
was reiurning to them, \n difguife, a fugitive, and a 
profcribed man. Orleans, the chief town of the dif- 
trift, through which we were to pafs, contained my 
moft bitter enemier— if one of them perceived me 
I was loft for ever ! 
I *^ On our arrival the gates were ftLlI (hut^ by way 
of /precaution, . for ducing the preceding night a 
domiciliary viftt had taken place, and forty Louve-^ 
tine 5^ had been arretted, and were foon to meet their i 
doom* Thus my very name led to. dcftrudion, 

P 3 After 
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" After undergoing the ufual examination, ws 
paffed through, and were preparing to leave the 
place by the gate of Bdnnter^ when we were agaia 
flopped. One of the company remarked, that our 
paflpoi t had already been examined 5 " that is not 
fufficient,'* cried the officer aloud, " all the paffen- 
gers muft alight!" Every male but myfelf having 
defcended, the fame voice exclaimed, " the ladies alfo 
muft follow !" I now thought that my end wss 
faft approaching, for the women haying neceflarilr 
carried their petticoats along with them, one half <f 
liiy perfon was expofed to view. I however found 
means to throw fome ftraw over myiegs and feet, 
and fpread a great coat around my body and head. 
Having done this, I drew out my piftol, and placing 
the muzzle in my mouth, I gave a figh to my dear 
country, to my adored wife a tear, a thought to a 
remunerating Providence, and then waited for the 
awful* period of my diflblution, for I had determined 
te draw the trigger in cafe I fhould have been difco- 
vered ! The jucobin Tearcher however miffed me, 
notwithftanding he trod once or twice on my flioul- 
der, and adtually toffed three or four parcels on my 
head. After this fevere trial, the ladies and gentle- 
men who began to cprifider themfelves as Httle better 
than my accomplices, refumed their feats, and the 
driver, who fully expefted to be guillotined, rejoiced 
exceedingly when he found himfelf again fafely 
mounted on his horfe. 

*' At Et^mpes the carriage was once tnore fearched, 
but not with fuch rigorous fcrupulofity, as at Or- 
leans J 
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leans ; to make amends for this, however, we were 
flopped in the middle of the ftjreet, until the troops, 
who were drawn out to do honour to one of the 
deputies of the mountain, had filed ofF, and what 
added not a little to my terrour, this fame deputy, 
who proved to be no other than ♦♦*♦**, was 
my moft bitter enemy. Had this brigand^ urgedby 
the genius of malevolence, advanced but a few fteps 
further, he muft undoubtedly have dlfcovered me—* 
what joy for him ! what a prefent for the foreiga 
kings, and the kings cf the mountain ! 

" To avoid detection, I paffed that night in the 
ftable; next day, we dined at the croiy de Bernis, 
where I was once more fubjedc<l to great uneafinefs, 
by two travellers, one of whom looking at me, en- 
quired of his companion, if he miftook him for a ro- 
mance writer ? while the other, replied by a fong 
from my own Faublas : 

" Eft-ce crainte, eft-ce indifference ? 
" Jc voudrols bicn k dcvenir," &c. 

'' On recoUeSing, however, that it was not by 
pleafantries of this kind that an enemy would maker 
me comprehend I was difcovered, I became eafy, 
and in this fituation of mind continued my journey 
towards Paris. 

** The vifit at the barriers frightened us all, and 
we had adopted a variety of precautions; but they 
proved unneceflary, for we were allowed to enter 
the capital without a Angle queflion being afked us. 
In Rue d*Enfer I thanked my fellow travello-s a 
thoufand times, and alighted under the walls of the 

Chartreux, 
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Chartreux, in a place but little frequented. * Brave 
*' man/ faid I to the poftillioa, ' you have run 
^ great rifks, but God is my witnefs that you have 
**r done a good aftion. I wifli it were in my power 
' to recompenfe you according to my wifhes I '— 
On faying this I prefented him with my laft ajfignat 
of roo franks, and added a gold watch of fix times 
the value. He then (hook me heartily by the hand, 
and declared that he would have been contented if 
he 'had never received a fingle fol\ he even wifhed 
toembraceime at parting, but I fignified to himt 
how imprudent it would be, and he accordingly 
defiftei 

r '^ At two o'clock in the afternoon of: the fixth 
©f December, I got into a hackney coach and went 
in fearch of my Lodoiflca. ' If I do not find' her/ 
feid I to myfelf, ' I (hall at leaft proaire an afylum 
^ with friends who are attached' to me^ apd whom 

* I have known for twenty years. They doubtlefs 

* imagine that I have periflied', and they will wepp 

* with pleafure on feeing me return fafe and fi^und. 

* Why then does not my heart palpitate with joy ? 

* and what is this melancholy prefentiment that. 
' now overwhelms me ?' 

" Such were my ideas when difcharging the coaclb 
I knocked at a certain door, and aflced if CitiaSfCn 
Bremont (for fo 1 fhalLcall him) lived there ? A 
N fon of one of the deputies,, who had brought the boy 
along with him frequently to the affembLy, appeared,, 
^d anfwered me in the negative, at the fame time 
pointing to the place to which he ha<^ removed,- 

and 
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andobferving that his father, whoie foot I heard, 
as he came for\^ard) could inform me more on thi» . 
fubjedt. I did not wait for his arrival, but in- 
ftantly precipitating myfelf down ftairs, was in the- 
ftreet in a moment* By the afliftance of a female 
fervant, I at length found the houfe, and the firffr 
voice that I heard was that of my Lodoifka* I en-» 
ter — I rufti into her arms; flie utters a fhriek> 
throws her felf at my feet, which (he embraces; 
then rifes, preiTes me to her heart, and burfts inta 
tears. I no longer know what dread is, amidft thi^ 
delirium of joy, O Godl thou haft compenlate^ 
me for all my fuiFerings ! thou haft rewarded me for 
all my labours ! 

** The miftrefe of the manfion^ the nephews, th» 
niece, make 'their a^^earance; they all weep with} 
and embrace us. 

" At length I am permitted to take fome repofe i 
but as it was neceffary that frelh linen fhould be pro- 
cured,, my wife leaves the apartment, and returns 
foon after with a melancholy afpedl, obferving, that all 
the young peopk had fled from the houfe, particularly 
the girl, whom we bad always treated like bur owi| 
daughter, and to whom, in better days, we intended 
to have left our little all. At half an hour after ten 
o*clock, I was awoke from a profound fleep by my 
wife, who faid, ' My dear friend, mufter up all your 

* refolution. for you never had fo much occafion for 
^ it as at this prcfent moment, as 1 am now to an- 
\ nounce to you the moft cruel, and perhaps the 

* Qjoft unexp^<aed, of all your misfortunes. , Brc- 

^ mont, 
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* mont, wh<) has juft returned, gives yott half afr 
^' hour to led'oe this apartment j for thefe are his own^ 
*• cxprefs -words. It is the companion of your father^ 
*• It is he who faw you born, it is our ancient frieriC^- 

* who refufes to entertain—who dreads to fee you, 

* and who will fend ustoth to the Plaf:e de la Rii* 
^ volution ♦/ • 

**'- I at firft thought that this could be nothing elfer 
than z dream*;- however, my fiirprife was inftantly 
fucceeded By indignation ; but my Lodoifka, in footh- 
ing accents, affuaged my fury, by offering to die alon^ 
with me. At length I told her, in a calm but re* 
Iblute tone of voice, that as after ;the retreat was 
bcaterty it was impoflible to walk the ftreets in (dL^cty* 
without a civick card, I was determined nor to ftir 
that night. As to Mr. Bremont, if- he was ^fraid; 
Be might fleep from home, for he could find no dif- 
£euUy in procuring a. bed from Come friend* Th^re 
^'as^ indeed another way of getti-ng rid of me,^ — in^ 
ftead of fending me out to meet with my affaffins, he 
might ^ring them to me. 

" On hearing this repeated from the mouth of my 
wife, he inftantly turned pale^ fallied forth-, andkdid 
not return for two days. — ' O Gaudet!* exclaimed 
I^ ' my poor Gaudet ! you complained* of your 
friends; I wifli you had but feen miae ! * 

^^ Next day, before feven o'clock In the evenings 
dxe fame gallant young man,. who had already con- 
cealed me fometime before my departure for Gaeoj 



♦ " Where Roblerplcrrc*s vidiinsrwcre-butchcrcd: 

took 
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took -me once more under his prote<5lion ; but he 
trould only keep me three days, on, account of a 
Maratift who lived in the adjoining apartment. One 
of my-rwife*s fr fends then received me; but ihe took 
/right the fecond day. At the end of that periqfl, mj^ 
vwtfe herfelf, who had hired, an apartment under her 
anaiden»name,vCame.to take me away, although our 
jjew lodgings were not-as yet ready. 

•' The .delicate bands of my Lodoifka, as.it mar/ 
^e eafily-fuppofed, had never been.accuftomed to lath, 
.•nails, or plafter; in five days, however, (he alone, 
.without any afliftance (for, being; .fliort-fighted, .1 
.could be of no fervice to her) fimfhcd 2k^£0?tcealment^ 
,fo well planned, and .ib artfully put together, that it 
might have pafledfor the mafterrpiece of an experienc- 
ed workman, Jn Oiort,. without previous information, 
it was iajpofiible .to difcover that any body was 
. there^ F Into this place 1 -daflied in an inftant, when 
»any one. knocked at our cuter door. The * Geor- 
^icks of Virgil,' the * Gardens of Delifle,'.the ^Idylls 
of Gefiiei^/ — ^paper,pens, andfome provifions, were 
^all provided for mc^; and an inftrument, fomewhat 
like the valve of a pump, fupplied me with air, 
-.whenever! had occafion for it. How rmnjoutlauiSy 
jon . condition of being permitted to remain in" tlys 
place, would havje undertakien nev-cr to have left it ! 
" This, however, could. be. no fecurity, in cafe of 
.an information^ for Amar, or Hebert, would foon 
thave killed me, by fetting fire to a bundle of jwret 
.iiraw. 
. ' 4 • '« 'Luckily 
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^ Luckily there was ftill in cxiftence a msn, wh» 
during my profperity, literary and political, had 
never afFefled to be my friend; but who interefted 
himfelf in my behalf, as^ foon as he perceived me^Cp 

"be in diftrefe. Ten years before, I had done him a 
little fevour, he now repaid it by a great one. My 
wife had imagined that fince it was become extremely 
diflkult, if not impollible, for us to realife our'pro- 
jeft of repairing to America, that the only place in 
' France, where I could remain in fafety, vras the de- 
partment of Jura. F**** entered with eagernefs 
into the fcheme, and never gave himfelf a fingte 
moment's reft until he had accompliflied it. In left 
than a fortnight, every difficulty vaniflied before his 
invincible aftivity. Accordingly, on the 6th of Feb, 
1794, exaflly two months after my return to Paris, 
all things neceflary for the expedition^ fuck as a pafs- 
port, carriage, &c. were ready. We parted next 

* day at dawii; I fay, wn parted^ for he accompanied 
me to the mountains, being determined either to ^ 

^ cftablifli me in fafety, or perifli along with me. 
" At Ae end of the Ru£ Charenton^ I left my 
Lodoiflca in a hackney-coach, for (he was determmed 
to accompany me fo far, and it was prudent to pro- 
ceed a little way on foot, in order that the examina- 
tion at the barrier might be lefs ftri^ 

" In the village of Charenton^ I m^t my brave 
friend, who waited for me there, and we entered 
Filleneuve St. George together. A commiffary of 

>thc executive power was in waiting there, in order 

tp 
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to examine all the paflengers who travelled either ia 
their own, or in ftage-coachesj he was a Jacobin^ 
and might have recognifed me, but, luckily for usj 
he did not diflionour himfelf fo much as to examine 
foot-pafiengers. We were only conducted to the 
officer -of the guard, who made no difficulty in per* 
ttiitting two foldiers to pzC&^^twofoUigrsi far F*** 
was drefled in unifornt. As for jne, along with m 
large pair of pantaloons of black wool, I wore a fliort 
veft> of the £ime nianu&dure; an under«waiftcQ^ 
of the national colours^; a jacobin fcrauh^ of black 
^hair, made exprefsly for the purpofe: ia (hort, I was^ 
provided with the red ionnet^ a pair of monftrou$ 
.muftachioS) which I J|iad permitted to grow during^ 
my feclufion, and an enormous fabre* If in this 
drefs I re&mbled any thing, it furely was not a 
Mufcadim. All this, at that period, conftituted the 
habiliments of the greateft patriots, and formed what 
was called a complete CarmagnoL 

" During the firft ten leagues, we travelled on foot | 
we then entered the ftage, and were foon after car* 
ried before the municipal officers, A member of the 
committee of publick infpedion examined the pafs- 
ports, and detained mine, until all the other paflengers 
had departed. He then (hook my hand in %Jignifim 
cant manner, and wiflied that I might perform my 
journey infafity* 

•* After a variety of adventures, we at length b^am 
to fcale Juf^a^ and learned that the read in many 
places above, was covered with three feet of ihow.-^ 
Q, We 
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We prbceeded, neverthelefs, and foon arrived at tW 
place deftined for my retreat* 

^ If he had deigned to caft an eye for a fingle 
moment on me, the Divinity Himself would have 
enjoyed his own works. It was not perhaps a (pelade 
different to his juftite— that of a free man, and one 
fond of every thing virtuous, at length fnatched front 
Ae fwords of difbitors and robbers I 
' ^ From the impenetrable afylum of the profound 
cavern, where I could behold, and touch as it were 
the ancient Helvetia: at the firft noife-— at the Icaft 
afami I could precipitate myfclf upon a neutral ter- 
ritory, and no (boner had the enemy difappeiired, 
than t might refume my retreat, and' re-enter the 
Eofom of my country. 

<^ All was folitude around, but love and hope were 
ftill left me. For the firft fix weeks I heani but 
once from! my wife; five more pafled away in 
mifery little (hort of defpair, when on the 21ft of 
May— a day I fliall ever remember— a man, who 
was like myfelf a vidim of tyranny, a friend whom 
I had got acquainted with amidft thefe woods and 
faftnefles, carried me along with him, under I know 
hot what pretext, to a rifing ground at fome confi* 
dtrable diftance. 

* ' You permit your chagrin to get the better of 

* you,' fays he, * and yet your misfortunes are iar 
^ froni* being certain. I could lay any wager, that 

* you will fee your wife in a very fbort time !' 
^ Ntver, cith&cns never. 

«0n 
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" On this he ftopped, and fixing his eye on fomc 
idlflant obje£l> proceeded thus :^— * I behold an open 
' Chaife, in which are feated a female, and a per- 

* fon who condu£b her: it is perhaps your Lo- 

• dotflca/r^In the mean time the carriafge approacheSi 
the whip of the driver cracks, and in a few minutes 
a voice — Great God! that of one of thofe celcftial 
fpirits depifted by Milton, would not have left a mfore 
raviihing impreifion on my ear — cries out. Stop ! — 
I inftantly ftart forward ; it is Lodoiflca, who 
fptings out— ^who jumps into my arms. What a 
dcligfatfi^ burden ! 

' ^ Alas i however, (he remains with me but three 
days^ at the end of that period, (he -returns once 
more, and brings me moft extraordinary intelligence. 
It is thep certain that there exifts a remunerating 
Providence I Chaumette, La Croix, Marat, all their 
vile accomplices, all my cruel perfecutors, are no 
more ! But what do I (ay ? the moflr cruel of them 
ftill breathes;— he reigns— he tyraimifes* 

f • O God, if it be thy will, abovt all things fave my country !" 
*^ Dleut si tu tmthisy avant tout fauver men p^s /** 

[The above finijhid in the caverns^ on the 22d 
of Juljy I794j a few days before the fall of Robe^ 
fpierre.} 

After-being'thus profcrtbed, a fugitive^ in diftrefs 

for bread, deftttute of money, and often devoid of 

friends and confolation ; concealed femetimes in the 

Qjz grotto^ 
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^ottocs of the Gironde, and fomettmes in tbe ca- 
verns of ♦ JunT; Louvet had the good fortune to 
farvive Robefpierre, and foon after the Thermidorean 
Revolution he re-appeared once more in Parjs. 

Here follows a tranflation of his celebrated letter 
to the Convention : 

" 20/A Frimaire^ yi Tear of the Republic}^ 
one and indivifible. 
" Reprefentatives, 
** At the voice of the liberators of the 9th T^er- 
midor, the republicans arife from their tombs ^ 1 alfo 
demand that you fhbuld reftore me to the ufe oljire 
and water f. 

^^ Hebert muftered all his blood-hounds ^ Pache 
denounced me; Henriot armed himfelf againft you, 
in order to feize on me ; Couthon decreed my aiv 
reft; St. Juft enumerated my crimes 5 'Amar drfW 
up my ad of profcription 5 Barrere outlawed me. 

** The firft who pointed out to you thedefpot^j 

the crimes which he had committed— the flill greater 

' which he intended to commit, was myfelf. Will 

you refufe me the liberty of repelling the calumny of 

the tyrant in your prefence f Will you bereave me 

a-, ' ; \ . ■ 

• It was in the grottoes of St. Emillion, in the beginning of No- 
vember, 1793, that Louvet write the firft part of his work, en- 
titled « Quclques Notices pouf L'Hiftoire, et Ic recit dc mcs 
perils clepuis Ic 31 Mai.'* He finiflied tb» latter part of it, in 
company with his wife, in the retreat which he had obtained amidft 
- the mountains of Jura. 

t This alludes to \\\t interdiction of thefe elements to the pro^ 
Jtribed, during ihr tyranny of the triumvirs and the emperours.' 

• , of 
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began to Contend with each other. The prefident 
muft be allowed to have been placed in a ^Ijcate 
Atuatipn } for it is no eafy tafk to regulate the pror> 
ceedings of a numerous body, agitated by contend- 
ing paiIion$> inflamed to madnefs, and a^hiated by all 
the rancour of political animofity/ 

In civil contentions, it is no fmall merit to have 
efcaped cenfure j this was exactly the cafe with Fer- 
mont, who, like many of his coadjutors, has now Tank 
into oblivion. 

JAKDON. 

It has been long obferved, that a man's countenance 
is the frontifpiece to his heart, and yet that of this 
officer announces nothing uncommon, for it is broad^ 
flat, and vulgar. 

A more extraordinary or a boJder warrior, how* 
ever, has not occurred in modern times, for if 
we are to believe his friends, he would charge aji' 
army of 20,000 men, at the head of two companies 
of grenadiers. 

His aides de camp^ his ordonnancesy his ftaff 
officers have been frequently killed by his fid^. He 
never comes out of an engagement without having 
bis clothe^ pierced with bullets ; he h^s had feveral 
horfes (hot under him, and yet he himfelf never 
received, during the whole war, fa much as zfcratc/i. 
Thefe hair-breadth efcapes haVe rendered him daunfr- " 
lefs, and be gives out, that neither rauiket nor can- 
non ball have any efFeft on his perfon, which can be 
deftroyed by a mine alone ! 

R 2' Wonder- 
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Wonderful inftances of his perfonal bravery are 
m^ljtimied in the French army; and among other 
things it is pretended, that he routed 900 Auf- 
trians, with only feventy-five men. This is uncom- 
mon, but not altogether incredible, as a panicle might 
have feized the enemy, or his feeble corps might 
have been miftaken, for the vanguard of a column. 
' After what has been faid, it will perhaps be con- 
cluded, that he has been more celebrated on account 
of his heart than his head. It is exa£Uy {o^ for 
Jardon is a good foldier, but an indifferent gcncraL 

GENERAL MACDOKALD. . 

While many of the Britifli officers left the fervlce 
of France, when a war was apprehended with their 
native country, this and fome others deemed them- 
fclves ftill authorifed to fight for the republick. 

General Macdonald is a native of the ifles of Scot- 
land, and allied to the chief of the clan of the fame 
name. He was formerly in the fervice of Holland, 
but has been a confiderable time in France, and 
he i& ftill young, being not more, than thirty-fix 
years of age. 

He made a campaign with the army of the north, 
as general of briga^, and was confidered as an ex- 
cellent officer, but he was difcharged by St. Juft, on 
account of his name and birth, both of which fa- 
voured of ariftocracy. 

Souham fpoke in his favour to the pro-conful, but 
he replied : ♦* // ne nous faut^ que des ripuHUains 

bien 



y Google 



TURREAU. 185 

Hen pronbncii &f Macdonald rCa^ nt lafigure^ ni U 
nom d'un republican.** 

Sufpicion was carried to a dreadful length at this 
peiiod, for the tribunal of Arras about the fame 
time, is reported to have entered the following brief, 
but horrible fentencc, on record : « N * * * * foup^- 
fonne d^etre fufp££i^ a ete condamne a mort** It 
muft be allowed, however, on the other hand, that 
the jacobin energy, which perhaps faved France, has 
been accufed of a thoufand crimes, in addition to thofe 
notorioufly committed by it. 

M. Macdonald, has had the good fort;^ne to, 
furvive not only the denunciations againfl him, but^ 
glfo hi$ denouncers^ and is at tjjis moment a general . 
of diviiion in the army of the Rhine. . 

GENERAL TURREAU. 

Louis-Marie Turreau, ferved originally in^ the^.. 
ranks, and paiTed through almoft every grjulatioa/ 
from that of a private foldier,.to that of commander . 
in chief. The e^-nobles zt firft, were alone cntruft^ 
cd with the bdtonj as they only were acquainted with 
the higher branches of the military fciehce. -. Their . 
condufct, however, did not altogether juftify expeifta-* 
tion, and the cry foon refounded throughout France, 
^ let us emply fons'culottes generals, for they hskvc 
an intereft in the profperity and advancement of the 
jrepublick." 

The committees of government at laft liftened to ^ 
the proportion, and a multitude of .Plebeian comman-» 
ders ftarted up as if by enchantment, many of whoixi . 
R 3 have 
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have performed eminent fervices in favour of their 
country, while others, by their ignorance and pre- 
fumption, have only proved inftrumental to its misfor- 
tunes. 

Turreau being feleded as the officer moft likely to 
put an end to the Vendean war, in the courfe of 
which, he had already diftinguiihed himfel^, in a. 
fubordinate fituation, repaired to Paris, on purpofe to 
confult with the higher powers. By diem, it was 
determined, to pierce the infurgent diftri^ in diffe- 
rent diredions, and carrying fire, havock, and devas- 
tation, every where along with them, to unite in a 
centi^l point, in order to render all refiftance Jneffec- 
tual. This was nevlythe plan conceived by the 
Englifh government, with a view to fubjugate Ame- 
rica, ai>d it was defeated exa£Uy in the fame manner | 
for in both cafes, one of the principal columns being 
4ifcoihfited by the " rebels," the whole projed was 
difcohcerted ^d abandoned. 

The ii^w general, indeed, experienced fomc tem- 
porary and partial fuccefles, but his troops had been 
already debauched by plunder, and to them, every 
village proved a Capua ! It was otherwife, according 
to his own account, with the enemy whom he had 
now to oppoTe* 

** We ought,*' faid he « to attribute in part, the 
aftoni(hing foccefs pf the Vendeans, to their ^fub- 
miffion, and their entire confidence in their generals 
And priefts. The latter, then confined to a fecondary 
rank, were ufeful co-operators in the common ciaufe. 
They aflifted tfe© chieft moft powerfully >y all the 

manoeuvres 
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mattoeuvres fiiiniliar to the apoftles of fanaticifm. 
They rcprefentcd them every where as the faviours 
of religion and royalty i as men appointed by God 
,himfelf, to guide his people, and proted his wor- 
ihip. 

** Thefe priefts had of courfe the gift of prophecy. 
They employed alfo the refources of magick, to 
influence by means of impoftures, minds heated^ 
ard already too much difpbfed to enthufiafm^and every 
thing that favoured of the wonderful, from their igno- 
rance and fuperftition. 

** Miracles were foon fpoken of in La Vendte ; 
here the Virgfn had appeared in perfon to confecrato 
an altar provifionally erefled in the woods ;— there 
the fon of God himfelf had defcended from Hea- 
ven to aflift at a benedidion of the colours ; in 
another place angels had been ieen, adorned with 
their wings and rays, announcing and prOmifmg 
vi^ory to the defenders of the altar and the throne. 

^* Thefe fupernatural occurrences always happen* 
cd at night, and often on the eve of an expedition. 
They formed the chief fubjed of the fermons of the 
day, in which the preachers, the miffionaries of the 
party, warranted to the viflims of the battle, a 
glorious refurreSion in this life *, as well as the 
other. To this was added the celebration of mafs^ . 
and the Vendeans intoxicated with all the poifons 

* '< It is well known that the Vtndtam b^eved lor aJong time^ 
that they would revive in three days after their death. Wives and 
mothers ufed to prefcrve the Jbodics of their children and their 
huibandsj for this p^rpof(^!•» ' 

* mi 
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of fanaticifm,' quitted their churches only to rufli 
upon the enemy, and faced the greateft dangers with 
audacity, fure either to conquer, or to receive in 
death, the palm of martyrdom." 

"* Another caufe,*' adds he, " contributed to give 
the chiefs of La Vendee that defpotick influence, 
which was fo neceflary to enable them to govern 
a party compofed of many heterogenous elements. 
In this crowd of counter-revolutionifts, which a re* 
Tolt had rallied in Poitpu, there were found men of 
founding titles, and individuals of high name. Thoie 
who had dire£fced the iirft movements of the rebels, 
and who for the moft part, were but fimple country 
gentlemen, knew how to avail themfel ves of circum- 
ftances, fo as to maintain their pofition at the head 
of the party ; and they were much fought after 
and carefTed by the high nobility, of whom they 
were only the foundatories -— the vaflfals in the 
order of the feudal hierarchy, and who in other 
times, moft likely would have difdained their fuccour 
and affiftance. Thus we faw the Talmonts, the 
d'Autichamps, the Lefcures, &c. dofely connefted 
with obfcure beings, fuch as Pyron, Joly, Stoffle^ 
Charette, &c, and the former as well as the latter^ 
deemed themfel ves happy to be the lieutenants of 
the Beauchamps and the d'Elbees. 

«( We ought alfo to place in the number of the 
caufes of the aftonifhing profperity of the rebels, 
that fpecies of madnefs, of ebriety, which they 
derived from unexpe<aed fucceffes. Thefe would of 
courfe ferve to augment their confidence in the ge-» 

Herals, 
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fterals, whoft efforts and talents were daily crowned 
with vicSlory. 

" Add to this, the critical fitttation of the Re- 
publiek,' whofe misforX\incs their chiefs took great 
care to exaggerate; ^ rapid and vtdlorious march 
of the Auftrian and Pruffian armies on our frontiers; 
the little confiftency of our military forccfs in the 
Weft; the hope to bring over to the rojralift party 
the firft generals employed by the Republick in La 
Vendee^ or, at leaft, to lull them into inaftivity ; the 
frequent defertions of the troops of the line, even of 
confiderable parts of different corps fejit to the banks 
of the Loire; the publick mkid corrupted in aU the 
neighbouring departments in confequence of the cor- 
refpondenge and manoeuvres of the agents, and the 
ftcret accomp1i<!es of the revolted citizens ; about 
200,000, fpldiers, half of whom were armed witk 
firelocks, and already inured to warfare by frequent 
battles, or rather by twenty brilliant viSorics, (b 
conneSed by local fituation, and by the difpofition 
of their pofts, that if I may be allowed to exprefs 
myfelf, they feemed to form but one fquar e battalion 
placed on a central point, the diagonals of which 
they traverfed alternately in maffes of 30,000, 40,000 
and 50,000 men." 

Such was the eneifiy the republicans had to con- 
tend with, and fuch the obftacles to the conclufion 
of the 'Vendean war. This war had now become 
one of the chief misfortunes of the ftate, and a fource 
of infinite calamity. The Convention, aroufed at 
its difafters, paiTed a decree for putting an end to 

it 
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it within the period of lefs than a month ; and Bar- 
rere, confiding in the certainty of fuccefs, had al- 
ready declared from the tribune^ ^^ that La Vtniie 
was no more ! " 

The leaft check in the career of vidory, after 
this, was intolerable, and accordingly the indignation 
of the committees fell on poor Turreau, who perhaps . 
wifhed himfelf once more in the ranks, when he was 
put under arreft, and transferred from the marquii^ 
of a generad, to a prifon in Paris. 

He, however, was foon after permitted to remain 
in cuftody at his own apartments, and as the want 
of talents, equal to fo mighty a conteft, could alone 
be imputed to him (for^ he poiTefled both zeal and 
courage) he was at length fet at liberty. 

The high rank attained by Turreaa, to the duties 
pf which he was wholly incompetent, will of courfe 
prevent him from ferving his country in any infertour 
fituation. Had he not been fo prematurely raifed to 
the fupremc military authority, he might in time 
have diftinguiflied himfelf. It appears evident, how- 
ever, that in refpeft to his qualities he is better cal- 
culated for the leader of a forlorn hope, than the 
commander of a great army. 

M. d'elbee. 
The war of La Vendee has been the moft obfti- 
nate and bloody of any entered into -by the new 
Republick. Commencing among the inhabitants of 
Lower Poitou, its origin was fuperftition; its abet- 
tors were the priefts and nobles j it was accompanied 

with 
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with horrours until then unknown ; and its duration 
maybe attributed to the ignorance, the mifmanage* 
ment, and not unfrequently the injuftice and feverity 
ef the generals emplo^^ed to finiih it. 

Alarmed, inftead of being animated, at the cry of 
liberty, the very name of which diey were taught to 
dread as a peftilence, the peafantry of the weflern 
^departments flew to arms, in behalf of the clergy, 
who kept their minds in thraldom, and of their felg^ 
murs^ in whofe eyes they were not confidered as 
men but vafl&ls, or, in other words, flaves. Such is 
the empire of prejudice,— fuch arc the triumphs of 
fuperftition ! 

The diftri&s of Plocrmel and Poitier produced 

' ** the rebels of Morbiban,** who aflembled in the 

^woods, and fa\y their fields laid wafte, and themfel vcs 

cxpofed. to femihe, mifcry, and death, in order to hear 

mafsM 

Laval et La Gravelle, the forefts of LePertre/nd 

Xa Guerchc formed the cradle of the CbouanSj fo 

^^cailed from three brother^, originally fmugglers, and 

who naturally adapted all the ftratagems ufually dif- 

playedin a contraband trade, to a predatory warfare, „ 

Thefe were ;fucceiBvely under the direction of the 

Prince de Talmont, the Count de Boulainvillie^'S, 

-and M. or rather the Chevalier de Puifaye, formerly 

adjutant-general under Felix Wimpfen, and fince 

vcommander in chief during the unfortunate and dif- 

graceful expedition to Quiberon. 

But the moft formidable of the infurgents were 
{>roduced in the fait marlhes of Poitou, a flat and 

open 
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open country bounded by the fea ; interfeded by 
canals } difficult of accefs^ even in fummer ; deftttute of 
carriage roads at any time ; and in winter, abfolutely 
impenetrable to. a regular army. The inhabitants 
i/^ere markfrnen, and with them> as with the 
American riflemen, every tree, every bu(b, every 
enclofure, ferved aU the purpofes of a regul^ forti- 
fication. To the invader the country appeared de- 
folate ; but as he advanced, the enemy feemed to rife' 
both out of the water and the land, and attacked his 
troops with inconceivable fiercenefs. Were they 
routed i their retrograde movement was performed 
with wonderful celerity, and each individual, de- 
pending on himfelf alone, difplayed a dexterity 
equally calculated to furprife and aftonifli his adv^r-^ 
faries, being often like the Parthian, moft dreadful 
in retreat. 

A canal or marOi inftantly put a ftop to the re- 
publican foldier ; but thefe were the means of the 
royalift's triumph, for, with his muiket in a fling 
behind, he would leap from bank to bank of the one, 
by means of a long pole, and crofs the other in his 
nhU^ or litile punt : after this, woe to his purfuer, 
if he appeared within gun*ihot ! Such were the men 
led by Charette. 

Of all the inhabitants of France, the PoiSfivin is 
the moft ignorant, and Poitou has accordingly been 
at once the cradle and the theatre of religious wars, 
and civil commotions. 

Le Socage and Le Loraux^ the formet in Poitou, 
3 and 
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and the latter In Anjou, and partly in Britanny, form 
the dlftri^ propwly called La Vendee ♦. The coun- 
try is fertile i the. people poflefs all the qualities of 
heroifm, knowledge and humanity excepted; and 
they hoifted the white flag'fo early as March loth, 
I793> but they had been in a ftate of commotion 
from the very beginning of the revolution. • 

M, D'Elbee, although defied generalijftmo^ had 
only a Angle vote in the fovereign council at Cha- 
tillon^ which confided of Lefcure, Stofflet, Fleuriot, 
and Bcauchamp, and where Bernard* de Marigny 
pjrefided. 

D*Eibce was a native of Poitou^ and by birth a 
noble. His fortune being but flender, and his inte« 
reft bx from confiderable at> Verfailles, he entered 
into the fcrvice of Saxony; but not meeting with 
that rapid preferment wiiich could alone gratify an 
-ambitious mind, he retired in difguft, and on his 
return to France got a lieutenancy ia the Dauphin 
regiment of cavalry. Oh being refufed a company, 
he once more threw up his commifEon, and withdrew 
to his caftle near Beaupreau. There, inftead of 
joining the partifans of liberty, as might have been 
expcfted, after the flight that had been thrown upon 
him, he in fecret meditated an iniurrefiion in favour 
of that court which had treated his pretenfions with 
negleft. 

D'Elbee was admirably. fitted, both by nature and- 
education, for the fituation to which he was deftined 



• At one time, this much- dreaded name included |he greater part 
of fix infurgcnt departments ! 
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by fortune. PoflefTed of a ready eloquence, he was 
calculated to be the leader of a party. A confum^ 
nute foldier, he prevailed on the Vendeans to fight 
in the manner moft fuited to the nature of the coun- 
|ry, and the genius of the people* He Vas acute> 
fubtle, and argumentative, at the council board : in a 
popular aflembly, his oratory was at once ma(cu]ine 
and perfuafire, and his a£lion and tone were always 
in ftrift unifon with his fubje£t; but when in private 
with the fanaticks, he afFe£led to be infptred, fore- 
boded events, and a^ually prognofticated the inter- 
vention of the Divinity. It was a fecond edition of 
Oliver holding " holy converfc" wijth the " Agita-. 
tors'* in his army. 

In this part of his miffion he was faithfiilly fe- 
conded by the priefts, who performed miracles in 
publick, and brought down the Virgin from Heaven, 
to coniecrate provijional chapels erefted in the woods ; 
aflift at the benedidiion of colours ; and promife cer- 
tain vi£^ory to the defenders of the altar and the 
throne ! 

lyElbee organifedand armed the military force in 
L^ Vendee, the iiAabitants of which had begun the 
war with pitchforks and bludgeoRs;'but hewas (bon 
deferted by Charette, who became jeklous of his re« 
putation, and alpired to the chief command* 

During the firft three or four months, he fpared 
his prifoners ; but at the end of that period, he put 
them to death, and, if his enemies arc tq b« credited, 
prolonged their exiftcnce by means of the moft cruel 
tortures. 

Hap: 
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Happening to receive a wound at tlie battle of 
^ChoHet, he took refuge in the ifland of Noirmoutier, 
where, being feized by Gen. Turreau, he was foon 
.after (hot. This difaftrous fate occurred in the 42d 
jear of ffis age. He was fo weak, that he was 
obliged to be carried to the place of execution, and 
died with great firmriefs, equally lamented by,**^* 
followers, and deteftcd by ^his enemies. 
. By the former he was in fome meafure adored on 
account of his~zeal, his talents, his almoft uninter- 
rupted fuccefs, aad his pretended communication 
with the Virgin; for of this they had no doubt. . 
They were taught fo to believe by the holy fraud of 
their priefts ; and he himfelf had frequently demon* 
ftrated his divine mii&on in'fuch a manner as to 
filence the poifibility of doubt ! 
. By the latter he was confidered as a fuccefsful 
demon— -a Moloch, in the (hape of a man — who 
ere£ted his bloody altars amrdft the groans of his 
victims, exulted in their excruciating agonies, and, 
with a barbarous policy, lengthened out their lives, 
that his diabolical vengeance might hi gratified with 
theiiC protra<^ed fufferings. 

..... M. GASTON, 

(P», as he is msre properly termed^ M. de Gafton, by 
which prefix he claims the hon$urs of nobility^ 
Was a nati^^e of the fouth of France. The liame 
is very ancient, and not unknown to the hiilory of 
his country; one of his anceftors was celebrated 
during the reign o£ Henry IV» He himfelf was 
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born in 1746, at-.Foix> the little capital of a frnall 
county of the fame namcj fituated in Upper Lah- 

• guedoc. • ' 

Like moft of the provincial noileJ/eyh6 cndo)- 
voured to illuftratc himfclf by the profeiBbn".of afois : 
to fight for the Grand Monarque was the only em- 
"" ployment that a man of birth thought wwrtfay ^of his 
deftiny; commerce (jxccpt in one province alone) 
would have rendered him almoft infamous; the 
plough would have diflionoured him any where;. if 
he happened to be poor, it was with his fword alone 
that he was to carve out an, income ! In this point 
of view he was a mere foldier of fortune^ ready to 

• fight in any caufe, and perhaps, from a congeniality 
of fentiment, incident to and infeparable from an ar- 
bitrary government, the greater part of the officers 
of the French army were far more indignant at fup- 
portjng liberty in America, than overturning 'it in 
Corfica.^ 

Gaftonwas educated with fome care, and being' 
deftined for the artillery, had a fmattering of^rtathe- 
maticks. He did not remain long, however, in that 
celebrated corps 'y for, at the age of eighteen, we find 
him in the regiment de Piedmont* Pofleffing a de- 
cided advantage over the officers of the line by his 
early purfuits, he foon attained the rank of aid-mojir^ 
which is Cmilar to, but more honourable, than the 
'office of adjutant in our fervice. In 1780, fie re- 
ceived the commiffion of major; in 1789, at the 
memorable period of the revolution, when authorities 
of all kinds began to lofe much of the refpe<a ufually 
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attached to them, he adled his colonel out ♦, and the 
dud, as ufual, being decided with the fword, and the 
y'lStory happening to declare in fevour of the infe- 
riour officer, the commandant quitted the field with 
a wound, which although, in the language of the 
aimjp, conclufive as to the p^int of honour^ did not 
prove mortal 

In I790y he becarfe major i» the regiment it, 
Hainaulty having exchanged, moft probably, on ac- 
count of the aiFair juft alluded to. 

This corps was ill difciplined, and Gafton, in hijp 
tarn, began toad the Martinet* As there is no ar- 
gument like that of a blow, inftead of* employing the 
circuitous road'of reaibn and perfuafion, he recurred 
to bis canfi which tobim was both (horter and eafier. 
This was not fo readily Jlomachei by thofe who had 
beard^of. the Rights of Man% and as they happened 
to If e in a very patriotick depa];|tment, and more than 
gueffed at' his ariftocratical principles, notwithftandh 
ing he had Ifetely frequented the popular feeieties, 
and affcufkd the language and manners ofr the demo^ 
crats, they threatened him with the lantirne. 

On this occafiott he had recourfe-to a ftratagem 
that proved fucceftiul, and encouraged him to cukfK 
vate a talfait with which he ftemed peculiarly gtftecL 
Having repaired to the- jacobin fociety of Bedibi^^ 
where the regiment was quartered, he lameiMid ^f; 
^ " ■ ' i iBi I 11 I II . 11 III ■■ ^ I I i i r - I 

* His di<|nitc with this ofiktryicttos to have origuiafircl ia v^ry 
laudable inQtives : for it proceeded from his extreme feverity, the 
colonel being whaC is termed a great difdfrtnarian 5 in odbtt wor^s^ a 
treat tyra^ 

S3 the 
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•the cQoft forcible terms that many individuals of tl^ 
Hainault, were averfe to the new order of things, 
and had aSually conlpired againft him, on account of 
his patriotifm ! <- 

Having thus clofed dieir ArguS eyes, and luUed aU 
their fufpicions to fecurity> the moment of revenge 
approached. An order was inftantly given,, to beat 
to arms^ and when the foldiers werb aflembled on the 
parade^ he gave the word, iat forming a ^irch* 
Then in the hearing of an immenfe crowd of .paf riot9» 
aflembled on this interefting occafioa, he delivered a 
^eech truly revolutbnary, in which, in the^moft cr- 
aggwated terms, he condemned the adherents of the 
ancient tyranny, and lam«ited that their manoeuvres 
ihouM have proved fo fuccefs6il, in a corps devoted 
to the caufe of liberty. The foldiers, aftimiihed 
kt what they now heard, began to imagine they 
■themfelves had been deceived, and burning with 
-ihdignation, that they fhould have been prevail- 
,€d upoQ, to^ fufpefl: ^the principles of fo decided g 
jacobin, they inftsuitly gave up the agitators, whp 
were marched from. the field as piifoners, and conr 
disAed under an efcort, to be punifhed at the next 
garrifon. 

. 'JSo.cpniinced werejhe jajGobins of his att»<;ho^cftt 
.to^'cir ^aufe, th?it l^ey imer^ed^;fori and adually 
4p.r6€W[^d him the colonelcy of the regiment of JR.OM^ 
-f^^mr- ^The deception, however, -wa&. very groft, 
\p6/e erpccially as Gaftbnj*wb6 was of too intriguing 
a dltopfitipn to remain quiet, i? faid to have cariried on 
a correfpondenceatthe fame time with de Bpuilleand 

'La 
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.Lat Fayette/ Accordingly," his conduft foon gave oc« 
-eafibn for diftnift, and lie i^' reported to have been 
.betrayed by hit own miftrelsj Who happened to he 
more in love with h"berty than with him ! In con- 
.fequehce of this.difiwviry, he found it jneccilary to 
emigrate, and de[emed himfelf peculiarly fortunate in 
efcaptng from the territories of France, Having re* 
paired to Coblentz,' then the head-quarters of the 
nudecontents,. he.expe^ed to be received by the 
princes with open arms, but he was deceived* To 
the iianour of iiiGfure royalifts^ who, on this occa* 
fiofi, exhibit more honefty than policy, they will 
admit no equivocal chara&ers within the pale of their 
communion ; «^d thofe who have even temporifei^ 
aie always cohfidered, as labouring under an almoft 
indelible fbdn. . . 

Gafton,.the3refore, was not permitted to join the 
army of the prince of Conde, in order to zBc with 
that little heroick band, which was denied the' plea- 
fiure of. fpilling' its blood ifi France, and has been 
at length relegated to the icy regions of the north, 
regardleil of its claim:s, to participate in the unfor« 
tunafecQBtcA. . . 

He was allotred, however, to diiplay his talents on 
anedier theatre, the .blood-flained fields of La Vendky 
■and te accordingly r^-ent^red France, and joined the 
infiirgcnts. It wa$ there, along with the d'Auti- 
champs, the d*Elbees, and the Stofflets, that he ejf- 
^drfed his life tb daily' hazard, in order to obtain re- 
ujbwn, and wipe away ignominy* In point of braveiy, 
JieJiad many rivals 3 but he had few equals, in re- 
. . ' fpca 
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tpe& to the knowledge of tadics,' the details of fer* 
vice, and the rninutiae of dtfcipline. He was a<y 
quainted with all the refinements of modern war&re, 
and no one better iinderftood the advantages of or- 
gani^sation. At the firft glanoe, he fiiw the folly of 
contending againfl: regular troopsy by means of fcythes 
and pitch-forks ! Fire arms were at length procured, 
partly from the vanquiflied battalions, aad partly 
from England; cannon too, in immenie quantities, 
were alfo feixed, but they were cumbrous la a wooded 
country, and where there was not wood, there gene- 
sally were moraiTes, fo that at laft they fell into 
difufe : the mulket decided every thing. As to the 
bayonet, that fimple, but formidable inftrument of 
human vengeance, it alio, from local motives, was 
but feldom brought into a£lion. Unaccuftomed to 
ks. effect, the Fen Jean preferred to fife from behind 
the fhelteF of a tree, or from amidft the ruflies oi% 
marfl). 

Among fuch men, Ae acquirements of a Gaflon 
were highly prieed, and looked upon as ibmewhat 
fupernatural ; more efpecially as he was generaUy 
ilicccfsful. He confequently became one of their > 
<;hiefs, and the republick holding the fword in. one 
hand, and the olive branch in the other,. wa» at 
kngth forced to treat with him, and ttve other lea- 
^rs^; he in particular received the promife. of a 
penfion. 

Soon after Hoche, by a rare union of fiumanitf 
and intrepidity, had put an end to the troubles of La 
f^endiiyZ real or pretended confpiraay, to the pait ^ 
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of the generals in the- late infurreflion, laid all their 
future hopes in the duft. 

Some were jmprifoned ; fome executed. Tke 
fate of Gafton, is uncertain : had he been admitted 
to the crown of martyrdomj his death, would dpubt- 
lefs havQ been celebrated with the fame folemnitics^ 
as that of Stofflet *^ for he had made his peace with 
the French princes, and all his political wanderings 
during the early part of. the revolution, were oblite- 
rated even in the. minds of ^^ J}auncbeft royalifl^ 
by his recent anions. It is moft probable, that he 
either remains concealed, in. the unexplored faftnefles 
• of Poitou.(the.fcene of his former triumphs I) or 
that he is wandering at tkis moment, a fugitive, in 

• A folemn fcrvicc was celebrated for ,the foul of general Scofiiet. 
The following is a copy of a letter which the prince of Cendl re- 
ceived from Louis XVUI. Qn this fubje^ } it is dated Verona^ 
March 17, 1795 : 

** I tkis iKftant learn, my dear coufin, the- melancholy aews of 
the death of general Stofilct, a vidim to his courage^ and loVe of 
his God, his country, and his king. 

^*' My regret is augmented by the impoffibility 6f perfonally 
rendering the honou'-t which arc due to him, from all truly Frcfich 
foldirrs. Supply my place my dear coufm j caufc a foiemn fcr^ 
vice to be celebrated lor this brave man, and affift yourfelf at 
the head of thofe^aliant gentlemen whom I have condded you 
with the command of, 

** A general expreflion of forrbw and eftcem will rcfotind from 
the banks jof the Rhine to thofc of the Loire, where the brave 
royalifb of tlie interiour, deplore 9t this initant the lofs of one 
of their chiefs : it will teach tlie univerfe that good Frenchmen^ 
wherever they are, have hut one heart and one foUl. 

*< AdieU; my dear coufin, yoti know my fendments for you. 

^Signed) <« LOUIS." 

fome 
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feme ccmntry of Europe) that ftill i^tts to ihelter the 
enemies of the ^gnat natUn** 

M. de Gafton is now about fifty-two years old. 
Ia refpe£i to appearance, his features are haifh ; 
he isibort in ftature, but ftout| mufcular, and ad- 
mirably calculated for fuftaining fatigue, and en- 
during the feveritics of military fervice. 

His courage is exemplary, and his knowledge of 
the art of war, ifuch as falls to the lot of few in- 
feriour officers. As a parti£in, therefore, he muft 
be allowed to have poffefled fuperiour merit. 

He is faid to be gifted in a peculiar manner, with 
the art of perfuafion, and if we are to believe thofe 
who know him intimately, he has both tears and 
words at command, on every occafion,. when either 
can prove effedluaU 

BEYSSER. 

When Gorfas, Louvet, Pethion, Guadct, and feve- 
ral other profcribed members, had repaired to Caen, 
in order to countera£t the mountain, by means of 
a Departmental Insurrection, they found 
, themfelves at a great lofs for commanders. They 
were promifed the armed force of eight departments, 
but they wanted fkilful officers to command them. 

At Lifieux, near Caen, they had an interview with 
Beyfler, who offered his fervices to (hem. He had 
carried armsin the war of La Vendee^ and diftinguifli- 
ed himfelf agatnft the royalifts, in the affair of Nantes, 
on the 20th of May. He was a bad general, but a 
moft excellent partifan \ a kind of colonel of Huffars, 

admirably. 
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admirably cakulated fot a coup de main^ and the 
proper man to lead a battalion, With drums beat*^ 
ing and colours flying, to the fquare of the Car- 
rpuzel. 

Wimpfen, a noted royalift, by a ftrange miftake, 
was appointed ^mmander in chief. He refufed to . 
employ Beyffer; Beyfler, by way . of revenge, en- 
deavoured to debauch the whole of ^the. cavalry, and 
thinking that this ex[^loit had enabled )f\m to ma)ce 
his peace with the mountainy he returned to Paris. 
Being found however, to be one of thoiJi» m^n, whcxn 
even treachery could not truft^ he was foon after 
imprifoned, and guillotined !. ^ . >. 

tilzARj^ ci-devant st. meard, find hts^yfelkw" 
prifoners in the Jhbaje* 

Fortune appears fometimes to tajce delight in fport-* 
iog With the deftiny df certain individuals ; and in the 
' fate of fiich, we alwaysv become pculiarly interefted* 
The hair-breadth efcapes in battle ; the romantick but 
|ierilous events attendant ©n^ fhipwreck j the critical 
prefervation from the devouring element of fire ; all 
naturally aftoniih. and delight iis: for, in f|Mteof the 
gloomy reveries of fome pretended phil^fophers, man 
. i^ naturally good S 

.But if we are aSuated by furpriae, if we are 6f- 
^oated with pleafure, at the deliverance of our fei* 
low men, from difEculties that occur daily, how 
much more (ball we be aftoniihed and rejoicechit the 
efeape of an individual, from a maflacre of St. Bar^ 
tholottew, undertaken under the aufpices of a ian- . 
3 guinary 
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guinary king, or a ftill rrlbre recent one, during the* 
. exiftence of a bloody and ferocious anarchy ? 

Jourgniac Saint M^ard, who, fince the efta- 
blifliment of the republickj has exchanged this name" 
for tliat of ^ citizen Lazare,** appertained to the 
order of nobles*^ and refided occafionany at the caft!e' 
of St.' Mcard. WhHe thepeafants were burning' 
the chateau's of the neighboiifing lords, his tenants 
placed a tnajr-^ole' in his court-yard, and danced 
around it:' thrs'Vircumftance does him infinite ho- 
nour. TTie Jefcree for annihilating feudal privileges,' 
bereaved nim'of ' half liis* fortune, and made him ' 
at firft difcontentod with th« ricw prder of things 
but he was warmly attached- to the caufe of liberty, 
and hat ^ on this accpunt by his ovi^h clafs. Like the' 
greater part of that body, he made the profeffion of - 
arms his ftudy, and attained the rank of captuih- 
commandant dts xhaffiurs du rigiment d^lnfanterie 
du roi, ' He was.'prefent at the affair of .Na^cy^ and 
experienced a feries of danger? during that eventful' 
period, which more than once, had nearly proved* 
fatal to him. The regiments du Rol^ Mcjfre de 
Campy Cht(teauviiuxy and feveral battalions of na^ 
tional guards, nominated' hiqi their general, and for-* 
ced him againft his inclination, to- condufl them to 
Luneville, in order to take^ general Malfeigne from 
the Carabencers. This was a trying occadon, and' 
he had a narrow efcape, but it* was nothing to 
what he was dcftined to experience a few months 
afterwards* 

«' Being, 
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. Ilringi Kke nidft of die mQttary diiefs of that day, 
an avotmd. rpyaliji^ thic capture, imprifonment} and 
^capitation of the king, could not be indifferent to 
him. He did not, however, attempt to efcape, and 
i>ec6me an emigrant : on the contrary, he appears to 
liave employedlhis talents in --literary compofitions, 
in hroMT of his party, and was a conftant corre« 
ipondent to what were &ea termed the counter^re^ 
4Uolu$hnary ga%ett€s. . 

. At length the reign of terrour approached, and a 
leW'-det^ftable characters Iraving acquired a prepon- 
derance in the capital, conceived the horrid plan of 
44elaging it with folood. The municipality, at that 
-time conftfting principaJly of foreigners, took the 
lead in this fcene of hwrours, and caufed a general 
fweep to be made, of all whom they prefumed to 
cpitfider as fufp^Aed perfins. St. Meard, among a 
€rowd of other unfortunates, was arrefted on the 
ft2d of Auguft, carried to the * Mairii^ at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and detained there until 
eleven at night. His fubfequent adventures, wiil 
come with a better grace from himfelf than any 
4dther perfon, and they (hall be related, as jiearly as 
poifibie, word for word. In addition to the intereft 
we are naturally incl'ned to take, in the fufFerings of 
an individual, here will be found a variety of parti- 
•culars relative to this dark and (hocking confpiracy, 
and it tnay perhaps be permitted to add, that it con- 
- — ■■ . .J ■ - 

• The nfidtnoe of the mayor. 

T tains 
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tains the moft minute account hitherto publifli^ of 
this difgraceful period in the French hiftory. 

^j'entends ekcore leurs ORIS; lettrs £A« 
MEKTABL'ES CRis." Merope. Volt, 

*• After I had been arretted, two perfons, without 
doubt members of the committee, made me. enter 
an apartment ; one ef them, overcome with' fa* 
tigue fell aileep, the other afked me^ if I was M« 
Jourgniac Ssunt Meard? I replied in the affirmative^ 
on which he defired me to fit down, adding;, <^ we 
are all equal — ^be feated." He then told nie, that { 
was fufpccSed of being the editor of i^ Journal del4 
Cour et de la Fille^ and that Gautier, whofe jiam^ 
had been affixed to it, was a mere man ofjlraw^ 
I offered to give him my word of honour^ that he 
was miflaken, but he replied^ that it was ridiculous 
to talk now about honour** He then told me, I had 
been accufed of goiiig to the frontiers; I replie4 
that I had not been out of Paris, for twenty- thre^ 
months* 

*^ Are you acquainted with M. Durofoi, editor ol 
the Gazette de Paris ?" 

** Only by reputation— I never faw him in my 
Ufe." . 

, " This aftonifhes me, for a letter from you, has 
been found among his papers — it will not, however, 
prove of any differvice to you— it contains only a copy 
of the fpeech you made to the chaffeurs of your 

,; T"— ' .. ' . " ■ ■■ !■ — ■ ■ llXi<i 

• " Eh I Monikur^Jl Ji'eft plus qucftioa <Ic parole d'hon- 
neur.-ir'* 

company 
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eompany during the infurrcftion of Nandy.— But are 
you not a chevalier de St. Louis ?*'— ^ Yes, fir-<*'* 

« Why do not you wear the crofs then V* 

<* Here it is, I have worn it conftantly for the 
hft fix years." 

** This is fufficient for to-day— I ihall go and tell 
the committee that you are here/* 

^ Be kind enough to inform the members at the 
&me time, that if juftice be done me, I (hall be fet 
at liberty, for I am neither editor, nor recruiting 
officer for the princes, nor confpirator, nor denun« 
ciator." 

A few minutes afterwards, three ibldlers made their 
appearance,' and gave me a fignal, in confequence of 
which, I followed them. When we bad reached the. 
court, they invited me to get into a hackney coach 
along with them ; and this being complied with, they 
ordered the driver to carry us to the Hotel dtiFau'- 
hourg Saint Germain. 

No fooner had we arrived at this hotels which 
proved to be the Ahhaye *, than they prefented me 
along- with a little billet to the jailer, who after hav- 
ing hoped as ufual, that my detention would not provs 
longy caufed me to be condufted to a large hall, 
which ferved as a chapel to the prifoners under the 
^Id government ; 1 counted nineteen unfortunates, 



^ A fiimo^ prUbo^ ^^^f7 the palace of the archbiibop of 
£ari««, . . ^. . 

T z extended 
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extended on coarfe beds, made out of hemp ; I wat* 
accommodated with that of 

M. DANGREMONT, 

Whofe head had been cut off only two days be- 
fore I That very afternoon j when we were about to 
fit down to dinner, 

M. CHANTEREINE, 

Colonel of the conftitutional troops of the king*s 
houfehold, flabbed himfelf three times Tucceijively 
with a knife, after exclaiming* : " we are all deftined 
to be maflacred . . • . My God, I fly to you V* He 
died two minutes after. 

On the i23d I drew up a memorial, in which I 
unmafked the turpitude of thofe who had denounced 
me ; of this, I tranfmitted copies to the minifter of 
juftice, to my feftion, to the committee of inlpeftion, 
and to all whom I thought likely to feel for the in* 
juftice under which I laboured. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, 

l^/DUROSdl, 

Editor of the Gazette de Parh^ became one of 
the CG^panions of our misfortunes. No (boner did 
he hear my name mentioned, than be exclaimed : 
** Ah ! Sir, permit a mail whofe laft hour is ap- 
proadiing, to open his heart to youi^* I then cm- 
braced him, after which te read a letter Which he 

•« No[iisfoinme8 tous deftinlfe i lire maflacres Mon 

Dicu, jevaisi vouslv 

3 had 
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hui jtift received, and whtch was to the following 
purport :^ 

" MjT fnend, prepare for death ; you are con- 
demned, and to-morrow •--. .1 ihould 

• die with grief, were it not that you know what I 
have promifed you. Adieu." 

While this note was reacfing, I beheld the tears ^ 
flowing" down his -cheeks;- he then killed the paper • 
feveral times, and I could hear him fay, in a low 
tone of voice : *' Alas ! fhe will fufFer much more 
than myfelf !'* After this, he lay down on my bed, 
and we both fell afleep. At bre^ik of day, he arofe, 
and drew up a memorial, in his jufllfication ; it was 
written with energy, but did not produce any fa- 
vourable confcquence, for his head was cut off the 
very next day, by ih^guUloiine* 

On the 25th the commiflaries of the jail at length 
permitted us to procure anewfpaper called ie Journal 
du Soiry and a new prifoner^ among feveral others, 
brought us one, in which I read a very violent para- 
graph againft myfdf, over-rating my fortune, affigning 
me an eftate appertaining to M. de Segur, and ac- 
cuHng me as editor of an anti-c&njfitutional ga^ 



• " MM. St. M£AitD IT BxAUMARCHAis, oiit £te ar- 
rltcs : le premier etait auteuF du journal fcandaleux qui paraif- 
fait {qkls le titre de Journal & -de la Cour et de la VilU. II a ^tc 
capitaine au regiment dc roi | & ce qu*U y a de rem^uable, 
e'cft qu'il eft propri^taire de la^ terre quele fameux Montagne 
poffedait pres de Bordeaux. M. Saint Mi a ad, jouit de plua 
dc 40,006 liv, dc rentes.". 

' T3 In 
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Iti the iacrifty of UiQ chapeU whkh fervediicai a' 
prifon, was confined a captain of the Swifi {uardft 
called, . ^ 

REDING, 

Whofe ann had been broken hy a muiket (hot}. 
on the loth of Auguft ; befides this, he had received 
four (abre wounds on the head. Some citizeaf> 
laved, and carri^ him to a ready furnifhed apart- 
ment, whence he was removed to the Jbbayij where 
his arm was fet a fecond time. . v . 

On the 26th a,t midnight, a municipal officer in« 
fcribed our names in a regifter, and gaveu^ hopes. 
that were not realifed in the fequeL On the 28tii 
and 29th more carriages arrived with prifoners ; we 
could fee then^ enter from a turret, the windows of 
which overlookad the ftreet. Si* Margueriu^ We 
stfterwards paid dearly for this latis£idion« 

A perfon about eighty years of age, was condu£i:ed 
into our apartment on the 30th, and &^t along with 
us. The day after, we learned, that it was 

THE SIEUR CAZOTtE, 

Author of the poems d* Olivier j DiabU amounux^. 
Sec. Tjie gaiety ^f the old man, which bordered 6n 
folly, diverted us a little, from thinking on our mif- 
fortunes. He afFefted to fpeak in the Oriental m2Xh^ 
ner, and endeavoured ferioufly to perfuad^ us, from 
the hTftory of gain and ABSt, that we were infi* 
nitely more happy than thofe "^ho enjoyed Kberty* 
He appeared very angry, thiat we did not. believe^ 

him i 
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bim ; he wiihed abralutel; to make us thiiik, that our 
fituation was nothing mdre than an emanation ofibr 
apocalypfiy tie. &C I touched him to the quick, bjr 
laying that in our prefent pofition, it would be far 
better for us to treat in predefiinatkny than in any 
of his reveries. Two gendarme Sy who <:aine to con^ 
dji6l him before the criminal tribunaly terminated 
our difcuffion. 

In ihe mean time, I did not lofe a fingle iiiftant 
in procuring the atteftations neceflary to verify the 
aflertioQS contained in my memdrial. I was aided oit 
this occs^ion by a friend-^-and fitch a friend a^ h 
ieldom to be met with, who, while my compamon^ 
in misfortune were abandoned by theirs, was buMt 
day and night in rendering me fervice. 
' He forgot) that during a moment of /trmentation 
and diftruft, he might experience the £lme tiflcs as 
myieif, and that he would become (ufpeded, by in« 
tercftiiig himfclf in behalf of a fufpeftedl^Winer. 
Nothing abated his zeal, and he has admirably provecT 
to me the truth of the old proverb, " that adverfity 
i$ the toudiftone of friendlhip." To his fidelity and 
at^vchment I am principally indebted for my life ; and 
\ owe it to the publick, to myfelf, and to truth, that I 
Ibduld name this brave man : it is 

M. TEYSSIER, 

* Merchant, Rue Croix des Petit s-Cbamps* 

-Sept. fit. -On this day three of our companions 
were liberated: they were fkr lefs aftonifbed at their 
deliverance, than they had been at their imprifon- 

ment> 



y Google 



212 ^tAKAltC; 

ment ; for they were the moft zealous patriots of dieir 
refpedive fedions. Several others were alfo dif* 
mifTed from the adjoining apartment: among theCt 
was 

M. DE JAUCOURT, 

A member of the legiflative aflembly, who had given 
in his refignation as a deputy, Ibme time before.— ^ 
My own fufFcrings now commenced. 

On Sunday Sept. 2d, our jailor ferved up our din* 
ner fooner than ufual ; his diftra£led air ant haggard 
«yes made us preiage fomething finiften At two 
o'clock, be re-entered the apartment, but was deaf 
tO' all the queftions put to bim^ and, contrary to his 
dit^mary proceeding, he took away all our knives, 
and made the nurfe-who waited on Reding retire.— 
Half an hour after, the frightful noife made 4>y the 
people on the outfide of the priibn was alarmingly 
augmented by the drums, which beat thegemrali^ 
by three iignal cannon that were fired, and by the 
tvcfinf^ that was rung every-'where. During this 
period of terrour, we beheld the carriages, eicorted 
by an innumerable croud of furious mean and womed^ 
who cried out, " A la Force ! A la Force ! % *^—i 
I'bey were conducted to the cloyfter% of the Abkaye^ 
which had been converted into prilbns for the priefts. 
A little after, we heard t|;iat they had maflacred all 
the biibops, and other ecclefiafticks, who had* been 
pinned up in that place. 



. . • The call to arms. f Alann beih 

;( We did not then know, but we afterwards learnedf that thift 
was the fignal for fending the victims to execution. 

About 
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About foar o*clofck, the piercing tries 6f a pcrfoir 
kicked to pieces, with Mows &oin a fabre,n>rought* 
vs to the window of the turret, and we perceived the*« 
body of a man oppofite the gate of our prifon, ex* 
tended on fhe pavement. A ihort . time afterwards, 

another was maflacred ; and many more in 

fucceiEom It is totally impoffible to exprefs the 
borrour of that profound and melancholy filehce. 
which reigned during thefe terrible executions* It 
was only interrupted by the cries of thofe who wera^ 
£icriiiced, and by the ftrokes of the fabre they received 
on the head. The moment one fell, a murmur wa9 
beard, which was fiicceeded byjhe ihout of f^ive la 
Nation /-^a thoufand times more frightful to us ihzn 
the horroUr of filcnce. During the interval betweenl 
tbemaflacres, we heard them faying, under our win-4 
dows^---*' Not one muft efcape-— they muft be aU 
kiUed, and e(^cially thofe in the chapel, where there 
are ftone but confpirators." It was of us they wer* 
talking ! and it is almoft unheoeflary to affirm, that 
we often wifbed to experience the g$od frrium ot 
thofe who were (but up in the darkeft and moft loatb* 
fome cells of the Jbbaye. 

At five o'clock, feveral voices uttered the name of 

M. CAZOTTE, 

and in a moment afterwards we heard a number of 
perfoiis paffing along the grand ftair-cafe, the rattling 
of arms, and the cries of men and women.*-*— *Ic 
was diis old man^ followed by his daughter, whom 
they were conducting to death. The moment htf 
bad paflfed the wicket, that courageous ybui|g woman 

preci* 
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precipitated herfclf on the heck of her father, and the 
fieople, a(Fe£ted at the fight of fo much filisd tender* 
nefs, demanded and ebtained his pardon. 
> About fevcn o*clodc, we bfeheld two men enter, 
whofe bloody hands were armed with &bres ; the)r 
were conducted by a turnkey, with a lighted torch, 
who pointed dut the bed of the unfortunate Reding. 
Jt that dreadful menunt I was prejfing his hand in* * 
luiney and Jlriving U comfort him. On their ap* 
proaeh, he exclaimed, ^< I have fiiffered enough ; T 
do not fear death ; it will be charitable to let me 
periih here H* Thefe words rendered one of the^ 
ftrangers immoveable, but the other hoifted him on 
his (houlders, and carried him into the ftreet, where 

be was killed « My eyes are fo fidlof teart^ 

that I do not fee what I write . . . . t . We now fufrw 
veyed one another, without uttering a fmglc^word j 
we thenr ciaiped each- other's hands, and embfaced— • 
we fixed our eyes on the pavement of our prifon^ 
which the moon enlightened through the intervals 
i>f the fhade formed by the triple bars that yarded 
Mr windows • • ^ • • • but, in a ihort time, the criest, 
of.newviftims recalled our original agitation, and 
reminded us of the laft words pronounced by M. 
Chantereine, while plunging the knife into his heart, 
r— ^* We are all deftined to be maflacred i'* 

At midnight, ten men armed with fabres, and'^pre- 

by two turnkeys bearing torches, entered- our 

1, and. commanded each of us to 'ftand^at the. 

of his own bed. After v^e had been counted 

they obfcrved, that wc muft anfwer for. one 

another^ 
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atioAcfs and tvror^^ that if a fingle perfon ercaped^ 
we fhould be all mafiacced^ whhaut being heard by 
M U PrtfidenU . 

Thele laft words afforded us a. gleam of hope; 
for we did not yet know that we fhould be alIowe4 
to utt«r a word before we were butchered. 

Monday the 3^, tw9 $^ clock in the morning. One 
of the doors of the prifon was now iittempted to be 
broken open;, we at fir ft imagined that it was the 
wicket which they were forcing) in order to maflacre 
us all; but we were a little comforted, when we 
heard them obferving, on the ftatr*cafe, that it was 
the gate of a 'dungeon, where fome prifoners had 
barricaded, themfdres. • A little after, we learne^ 
ihat they bad killed all whom they foand there. 

Artcnb'dock, . 

TH£ ABBS L^SNF ANT, 

'Confeflbr to the King, and ; 

THE A&a£ D£ CHA1*T*RASTIGKAC, 

appeared in the4)u]:pit of the chapel which ferved Uf 
as a priibn, and into which they entered by a door . 
communicating with the ftair-cafe. They announced 
that our laft hour approached, and inyited us to coU 
IdSt around them, in order to receive their benedic« 
tion. An ele£tric movement, which it is impoiBble 
to define, precipitated us all on our knees, and we 
went through the ceremony, with our hands clafped 
together. This, although a confolatory moment, 
was one of the moft terrible we had yet experienced. 
—On the eve of appearing at the thronp of the Sv- 
PR£J4£ Being, and kAceling before two of his mi- 

\ nifters, 
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iiiifterisr we prefentcd an inieHnsSA^ffettmi^: Tlw 
ftge <if Cbefe 'two men^ their j>ofition aboye uv, 
dieatfa hovering over our heads, and (unrounding us 
on all fide&--aU thefe accompaniments gave an auguft 
«iid lugubrous air ta the ceremony i . it approximates 

515 to the Divinity; 4t ^einftilled courage into dur 
mindsi all reafoning was- Aifpended, and the moft 
cold and incredulous among us received as great aa 
jmpreflk>n as him who was moft ardent^ and po£* 
ie(fed the greateft Ihare of £Bnfibility.->— -Half an 
iiour afterwards, ^efe two priefts were maflacred, 
and w^ biard their cries* •••«•• 

Wheie is the man who. can rtid the fcliowing 
fMurticttlar^b with dry eyes, x)v even wiUiout experi«> 
encing thcrcrifpations and ibudderings of diilblutioni 

Our moft iiqportant avocation was mw to know 
in what pofition we could receive death with the 
leaft pain, when we were dragged to the ^)lace of 
maflacred We accordingly fent fome of our compa^ 
nions, from time tQ time, iu order to inform us of 
the poftures of the vi'6lims, ithat we might calculate 
according to their report refpe<ainjg the heft fer us 
to afliime. They 'brought us hack information, that 
thofe who extended their hands fuffered much longer 
than others, 'bccaufe .the Arokes of the iabre were 
deadened before they reached the headj that there 
were fome, whofe jiands and acms fell before their 
bodies, and that accordingly thofe who placed them 
behind their backs muft endure inuch lefs than others. 

• Alas ! it was relative to fuch horrible details 

that we deliberated. • We perceived the ad- 
vantages, 
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irantages refulting from this laft pofltion, and we ad- 
vifed each other to adopt it, when our turn to be 
maflacred fliould arrive • 

Towards nodn, being overwhelmed by fomewhat 
of a fupernatural agitation, and abforbed in reflec- 
tions, the horrour of which is inexprefliWe, I threw 
fnyfelf on my bed, and fell into a profound fleep. 

Every thing inclines me to bdieve that I am in- 
debted for my exiftence to this very fleep.— /fyjf^wtf^ 
to me^ that I appeared before the redouitable tribu* 
nal that was to try me*, I was lijiened to with atten^ 
tion^ notwithjianding the frightful noife of the Ucfirt^ 
and the cries which every where prevailed around \ 
but my defence was no fooner heard^ than I was fet 
free 1 This dream made fuch a liappy impreffion 
on my mind, that it totally diflipated my uneafinefs, 
and I stwoke with a prefentiment thit it would be • 
realifeA— I afterwards recounted the particulars to 
my companions in misfortune, who were aftoniflied 
at theaflitrance I prefcrved from that moment until* 
the period I made my appearance before my terrible 
judges. 

At two o'clock, a proclamation was read, which 
the people appeared to hear with disfavour; a mo- 
ment afterwards, fome perfons, out of curiofity, or 
perhaps with an intention of poi^nting out the means 
of faviug ourfelves, placed a ladder againft the win- 
dow of our apartment; but they were prevented 
from .procec^g, by a cry of " Down! down! 
jthejr intend to carry them arms ! '* 

U ' All 
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All die torments of a devouring thirft were noir 
^dded to the angui(h we momentarily experienced.-*^ 
At length, however, our turnkey Bertrand, who, as 
well as citizen Lavaquerie the jailor, had behaved 
exceedingly wdl daring the whole af our confine* 
inent, made his appearance, and we obtained a flaggon 
of water from him. We drank it with fo much the 
more avidity, as we had not been able to obtain a 
iingle drcp during the laft twenty-fix hours. We 
mentioned this inftance of ncijgligence to a federate^ 
who came with other perfons to infped the prifon, 
and who was To enraged at the circumftance, that 
after demanding the name of the turnkey, he aflured 
us, that he was going to exterminate him. He 
Wiuld have done fo.^ for he promifed it^ and it was 
not until after repeated fupplications that we could 
obtain his pardon. 

At eight o'clock the agitation of the people be- 
gan to diminifc, and we heard feveral voices exclaim^ 
Pardon ! Pardon ! for thofe that remain ! Thefe 
words were applauded, but unfortunately the ap- 
{daufe was feeble. Notwithftanding this, a gleam of 
hope took pofleffion of us ; and (bme aflually thought 
dieir deliverance fo near at hand, that they already 
had their little bundles of clothes under their arms, 
in order to depart ; but, a fhort time afterwards, 
the cries of ifcath plunged us once more into frefli 
aoguifh. 
• I had formed a.particular friendfliifDrith the 

SIB^R MASSAUBRE^ 

who had been af nefted for no other reafon than be* 

caufe 
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caufe he was aide-de-camp tO' M. de Briflac. Hi 
had formerly exhibited great proofs of courage, but 
the dread of aflaffination now got the better of hi» 
reafon. He had indeed loft his fenfes to fuch a de* 
gree, that being unable to conceal himfelf in the 
chapel, he afcended the chimney of the facrifiy^ where,. 
finding himfelf ftopped by the iron grating, he ac* 
tually attempted to burft his way through with his 
head! 

THE 8IEUR EMARO^ 

who on the preceding evening had requefled me fa 
draw up hi^ will, informed me of the motives of 
his arreft, and I found them fo unjuft, that in order 
to give him a proof of the certainty I experienced in 
my own mind relative to his deliverance, I prefqnted 
him with a filv^r medal, befeeching him at the fame 
time to keep and fhow it to me, ten years afters- 
wards • fhould he chance to read 

this article, he wiH remember his promife. If we 
liave not fince met, it is no fault of mine, for I 
am ignorant o£ his placfe of abode^ but he well knows 
where I livev 

At eleve» ©*cIocIc, ten perfbns armed with fabres 
and piftols ordered us to draw up in a line, and then 
conduced us to the fecond wicket, near where the , 
tribunal, by whom we were to be tried, held its fit- 
tings. I approached, with fome precaution, one of 
the fentinels who guarded us,, and began, by little 
and little, to enter into converlation with him. He 
informed me, in a dialed that made me gueis him 
either to he a Provengai or Languedoctariy that he 
U 2. bad. 
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had ferved eight years in the regiment de Lpnnais^ 
On this I fpoke Patoisy which feemed t6 give him 
pleafure ; afid the intereft which I now had to gain his 
' efteem furnifhed me with a Gafcon eloquence, fo per- 
ftiafive in Its operation, that I appeared to have ac- 
quired his favour. In ihort, I fucceeded fo far, ~as 
,to procure admiiHon from him into the redoubtable 
apartment, where the prifoners were examined. I wit- 
nefled the procefs of two, one of whom was purveyor 
of provifions to the King» and who, 1)eing accufed of 
participating in the plot of the loth of Auguft, was 
condemned and executed. The other, who wept, and 
uttered only a few words intermi4;gled with fighs, 
was already undreffed, and on the eve of being fent 
to La Forcey when he was recognifed by a tradefmaa 
of Paris, who attefted that he had been miftaken for 
•another. 

What I had feen enabled me to make up my mind 
as to the nature of my defence \ I therefore retired, 
and requefted my Provencal to procure me a glafs 
of wine, which he foon after brought into the chapel, 
whither we were all re'Condufied. 

" Here!" cried he on his entrance, "is a whole 
bottle — drink — to your health — ^I can only remain a 
moment with you ; but remember what I fay : If 
you are a prieft, or a confpirator of the caftle oi M. 
Vetn^y trembles but if you be not a traitor, and 
do not appear^ to be afraid, I will anfwtr for your 
life,'' 



• Uuis XVI. 

«* Ah! 
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M- Ah !♦ my friend, I am furc enough that I fliall _ 
'XK)t beaccufed of this ; but I am confidered as beings 
a little of an arijiocrate^* 

** That is nothing) the judges know very well 
rtiat there are honeft people of all parties. "The pre-- 
fident is a good man, and not a fool/' 

'^ Be fo kind as to define -ihe judges to hear .me j I 
do not a(k for more/' : , 

*' You fliair be heard— I muft return to my t>oft— 
qmbraoc m e - I. wilh. you well; Adieu I" 

One muft have been- in the AbbMjt or the 3d of 
September, 179:51, in order to feel the influence which 
diis cpnverfatioa had on my mind, and how much it 
re-animated me. 

Towards midnight the unnatural- Moire,which'hadi 
n9t been difcontinued during thirty-fix hours, b^gatt 
now to flacken. We imagined. that the judges an<{' 
th^ executive power ♦were oveccome withf^tigue^; 
^dvthat when they had taken fome repofe,we (houUt 
be carried bcfere them. We were accordingly em- 
ployed in making our beds,.whejn another prociaina<4- 
tion was 'made, which was generally hifled^- Sdon: 
after this, a nUm demanded to fpeak to thes people^, 
and we heard him. very diftindlly fay, — ^^ The prieft^. 
smd confpirators, who remain, have greafed the^pgknjk^ 
i^th€ judgesT^SLXidthut il the reafon why tbejr do not 
try any more !" ■ , 

Scarcely had he uttered thefe. words,, when itapf»> 
geared as if he had been. knocked down* 



^ 
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The noife augmented every inftant, and the fer^ 
mentation was at its height, when thej came in' 
fearch of 

M. DEFONTAINI9 

formerly garde du c$rps^ whofe ihrieks we heard 
foon aften In a few minutes more, they fnatched 
from oor arms two of our new conipanrons, which 
made me imagine that my own fate was approaching. 
At length, on Tuefday^ at one 0* clock of the morn* 
tng^ having experienced an agony of thirty-feven 
liours, to which even death itfelf cannot be compared ; 
after having a thoufend and a thoufand times emptied 
the ehalice of defpair^ the door of the prifbn ^pens— • 
I am afked for, and make my appearance. Three 
men feize and drag me into the frightful court. By 
the lights of two torches,, I perceive this terrible tri- 
bunal, thai was to confer life or death. The Pre- 
sident, in a grey coat, with a f<tbre by his fide, was 
kaning ag;»inft a table, on which were paper, inky 
pipes, and a few- bottles. This taWe was furroundedP 
by ten perfons, who were either fitting or ftanding j 
two of them were in jackets and aprons; fome 
ethers were afleep, wkh their bodies extended along 
riie' benches.— Two men, whofe fliirts were ft'ained* 
with blood, guarded the door of the apartment j* 
tfl old turnkey had" his hand on the boUt; Imme** 
diately oppofite to the prefident were thre6 men, 
who had hold of a prifbner^ of about fixty years of 
age. 

'^j I was placed in a corner-, thofe who guarded' me^ 
Waived ibeir fiibres acrofs my breaft^ and intimated,, 
• -' that 
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that If I made the leaft motion to efcape, they would 
poniard me. I was now locking around for my^ 
Proven faly when I beheld two national guards pre- 
fent to the prefident a written demand of the feSio^* 
9f Croix'Jlougej in favour of the perfon then before 
him. He faid in reply, *' that fuch requefts.were 
ufekfs in refpe^ft to traitors." On this the prifoner 
exclaimed, — ^^ This is truly frightful ; your judg^ 
ment is an aflaffination !" The prefident rejoined— 
" My hands are clean ; condu£k M. Maille ......♦'* 

No fooner were thefe Words pronounced, than he 
was thruft into the ftreet, and I bsbeld. him killed, 
through the bars of the grate. 

The prefident having apparently regiftered ^© 
name of the unfortunate, then called out,. "Another V\ 
On this. I was immediately dragged towards the up« 
per end of this expeditious and Uoody tribunyal, m 
piefence of which the beft protection viras to have 
none, and where alt the refourees of human wit werci 
ufelefs, if not founded- otk truth- Two of my 
guards held my hands; the third feized the coUae 
of my coat. 

The prejident. ** Your name and profeffion ? ** . 

One -of the judgeu ** The finaileft untruth wHl 
luin you/* 

. ^^ I am called Jourgniac St. Meard; I have ferv^ 
during twenty-Eve years as an officer,^ and I appe^ 
before your tribunal with the affurance of a mart 

m " ■■' ■' ■ » ■ ' ' ' " ■ ' ' _ 

* ** I tboujfhc I could perceive chat the prefulrac pronounced 
this fentence contrary to his own inclinations. Several kilUrs bad. 
6«.w emoredf' And" occafioaed much ferm«autio».'*^ 

' . wb» 
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who lias nothing to reproach himreiF with) and who» 
confeqiKHtly ftands not in- nc^ of a lie/' 

The prefident having examined the fcroll: of pri-^ 
foners, as well as- the accufations, handed them to> 
the other judges.. After which he faid, ^ Do youi 
know the motives of your arreft-?" 

"-Ye^, Monfteur*le Prefident \ ahd when 1 con-- 
^fider the felfity of the denunciations againft* me, I 
am fure that the commitUe vf vigilance of the com^ 
mune would never have caufed me to have been im- 
prifoned^ had it not been for thofe precautions which* 
Ae fafety of the people-^ render neceffary. I am ac- 
cufed of being Editor of the Jnti'feuHlantjoumsi]^. 
ttititled De la Cour et de la. Ville. The Truth isy. 
that this is a falfehosd* It is one of the name of 
GrAUTiER,^who is the editor, and whofe pcrfon has 
fo little refemblance to mine, that the miftake can- 
be attributed to nothing. but malice; and if ^£ could* 
tut put my hand in my pocket— i — [I here made an; 
ufelefs motion, a$ if to pull out my pocket •book ; %. 
judge perceiving it, defired I n[iight be allowed that: 
liberty. On this, I placed on the table the attefta* 
lions of feveral merchants, proprietors of houfes 
where he had lived,.&c.all of which demonftrated that 
be was condu<Slor and fole proprietor of this journal. J 
*.One of the judges* *' Btit there is no (moke 
without fire J it is necel&ry to difcover why yoni 
ihould be accufed of diis." 

• ** You know, gentlemen, that this joumaJ W8» ai 

kind of trunk, in whifch all the calembours^ epigrams^. 

iSc. either oiiginating in tm.^ or the ei^hty-thre<?. 

• departi^ 
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<Iepartinent$> were depofitcd. I might cafily aflert 
here, tKat I never wrote a fingle line for it^ as no 
manufcript of mine can be produced againff me ; 
but nfy ufual franknefs obliges me^ however, to ac« 
knowledge that I was induced by the gaiety of my 
charader to fend feveral pUafantrus to the Sieur 
Gautier* Behold, then, the refult of xhi^ grand di'^ 
nunciation againft me, which is as abfurd, as what 
follows is monftrous. I have been accu fed of re- 
pairing to the frontiers, of having eBlifted recruits, 
and of having condu&ed them to join the emigrants. 
[Here a general murmur arofe, whtcb did not 
difconcert me in the leaft \ on the contrary I raifed 
my voice^ and continued as follows ; J 
. ** Gentlemen I Gentlemen ! it is my turn to 
fpeak} I befeech M. le Prifident to fupport my 
claim; never was it fo neceilary I iho«ld be heard as 
on the prcfent occafion.'*- 

[ All the judges, on this, fell a laughing, and crie4 

out,— i^' He is in the right. Silence P'J 
** The perfon who denounced me is a monfteri 
and I. am about to demonftrate this truth, tojudgee 
whom the people would not have chofen^ had they not 
deemed them capable of difcerning the innocent from 
the guilty.'-^YltTt are certificates which prove that I 
have not left Paris during the laft twenty-thres 
months. Here alfo are three declarations from the 
-Owners of the houfes where I have lived during that 
period, which atteft the fame."— f 31i^y were now 
hufily occupied in examining the papers^ when we 
were interrupted by the arrival of a prijiner^ who 

wat 
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was put into my pldxe^ immediately in front ef thr 
prifident. Thofe who -brought him obftrved^ that it 
was. another prieft, wham they had taken from hi$ 
lurking^hole in the chapel. ^^^ « v^>7 Jh(irt in-* 
terrogatory^ he was ordered to La Force. On this 
be threw bis breviary on the tableland was dragged 
^ut of the wiifet^ and maj/hcred*) 

I then once more made my appearance before the 
tribunal. * 

One of the judges. " I will not fay that thefe 
certificates are fa]ie> but vrho is to prove that the]r 
«retrue?'* 

. '<^ Iret mebe^»ndtt£led to a dimgeon, until com* 
miflioners (hall have verified their validity. If they 
be i?lfe, I merit death." 

^mther of the judges^ who during my interroga^^ 
t»ry foemed t» mterefi bimfisif in my favour^ whoft 
features are deeply engravin on my hearty whom T 
p^tfld embrace^ c^Hld I but fee him^ in order to tef 
tify my gre^itude^ here obfervedy in rather a low 
tone of 'Ooicey ** That a guilty perfon never fpdke 
With fo much affiirance.'* 

A third fudge. ** To what feAion do yott be-- 
long, afid wkh whom did you lodge V* 

« That of the HaHc au ble^ at M. Teyffier's> 
fiui Croix d^s Fetits^Champs.'' 

A national guardy not of the number of the judges^ 
** 1 know him weU ;. we have had dealings togethcc 
frequently, and I can tell . inftantly i£ this certiiicata^ 
be of his haacUwritii^ , 

£ After looking at it, he. continucsl 

*Gben^ 
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•* Gchtlemcn, I certify that this is the fignature 
©f citizen Tcyfficr." 

I could have leaped on the neck bf diis tutelar^ 
•ngei^ ibut I contented myfdf with faying,—" ftow 
that the teftimony of this brave man has demoDft ateH 
the ialfehood of an aCcufation that might have occa'- 
ftoned my death, virhat idea can you entertain of him 
who denounced me?" 

The judge toho feemed t^ inierejl himfelf in my 
behalf. <' He.muft be a rogue, and were he here, 
he fhould be inflahtly puniflied." 

Amiher of the judges. " It is evident-that yoti 
are not the Doer of this journal ; but you do not fay 
a word as to the arijiocratical fropcfitions maintained 
hy y(xi among the bookfellers in the Falais^ 
Royair' 

*' Why fhould I omit any thing ? I have not h«?- 
iitated to tell what I have written; fliall I be afraid 
then to acknowledge what I have faid, and even 
what I have thought ? I always advifed obedience 
to the laws, and exhibited an example of it* I ac- 
knowledge alfo? that I took advantage of the per- 
miffion held out^ by the conjiitution^ to remark that 
J did not deem it perfed, becaufe I thought I per*- 
ceived that it placed us all in a ialfe pofition. If it 
was a crime to have (aid fo then, the conftitution 
itfelf was nothing better than a fnaroj and the per*i 
miffion it gave i;ne, to mention its faults, was a mere 
trap.— I have alfo (aid, that nearly all the Nobles of 
the eon^itueat aflibitibly, wb^ aff§4ud t9 bf fueh 

- zealous 
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xeahut patriitSj laboured infinitely more to Tatfsfy 
their intereft and ambition, than for the good of their 
country; and when all Paris V92S fafctnated with 
their patriotifm, I obferved — Thty Deceive 3^«,— • 
And nowjet me aflc you, Gentlemen, is not my opt* 
nicn of t^em juflified hy the event f I have often 
blamed, likewife^ the cowardly and clumfy manceu* 
Vres of certain perfonages, who were only for the 
^onftitution^ nothing hut the an/tiiutiony the whole 
confiitution, 

^ I had long anticipated a great cataftropbe, the 
neceflary refult of that conftitution, revifed by ego- 
tifts, who (like thofe of whom I have already mad^ 
mention) only laboured for themfelves, and the in- 
triguers who defended them. DiJJimuleition^ CMpi-- 
dity^ and poltroonery^ were the attributes of thefe 
quaclp. Fanaticifmy intrepidity^ and franknefs^ 
formed the character of their enemies*^ — ^There was' 
little occafion for a pair of fpe<Sbcles. to perceive that 
they would carry their point.** 

[T'A^ attention with which I was liftened tOy and 
which, to tell the truth, was more than I expeSed, 
tncouraged me^ and I was about to urge a thoufand 
reafons which induced me to prefer a republican t9 
the conjiitutional government^ when the turnkey /«- 
tered with an affrighted look^ onpurpefe to intimate 
that a prifoner was endeavouring to efcape through 
a chimney. The preftdent ordered fome piftols to he 
fired at himy and faid^ that if ht got off\ the jailor 
fifould anfwer with his hfad. It was the unfortunate 
3 Mas 
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Massavbre', whi fill downy n^artsfifitiy^fmm 
Jirmu being lighted iehw* He was then cmrried 
^ut and executed."] 

. (( No one, Gentieoien, wat more anxious 

tlian myfeif 6x the reform of abilfes.-^Look at th«r 
pamphlets compofed by me, before, and during the 
fitting of the States-General. I always Aought that 
we went too far for a limited €$nfiituiiony and not 
&r enough' for a republUk^ I am neither yaeobim^ 
nor Fiuillant, I do not love the principles of the 
former, aldiough far. more coidifteht and frank' than 
thofe of d)e latter, whom I fhall ever deteft, untU 
they have proved that they are not the caufe of all 
the evils which we have experienced. At lengtk 
we have got rid of them ; !*' 

A judgty with an air ef impateinee* " You aU 
ways tell us, that yoa are neither this, nor that : what 
*rc you then H* 
. *f I was in truth a royalifti" 

[Here a general murmur injued^ vi^hich was mi'B 
ratuhufiy ^ff^afed by ih$ judge who appeared to in^^ 
terieji bimfelfin my behaifi and wh^ /aid werd for 
word ^s fallows :'] 

*' It is not to give judgment on opinions, but oik 
ihe refiik of them, that we fit here*.^* 

Scarcely had thefe wordi been pronounced, when I 
exclaSmed^r— ** I have in €ruth been 9. Royalifi^ but 
I w?» never paid for being (<% I was is Rayaltfiy be- 
caufe I, conceived a monaiijchical goverhment mo4 

• «« If the unUcd gchiuAs of Rouffeau swd Vdtairc had pleaded 
niy caufc, could th^y have fpokcn more tt tl« purpofe ?'" ^ 

X befitting 
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befitting to my native country ; beoiule I loved the 
king tiiwly, and on. his own account. I prefirved ^ 
this fentiment in my heart until the lOth of Auguft. 
J \X^€ murmur ih<it now arbfe had a more flatter'^ 
ing found than the former^ and in order to keep up 
the good opinion that feemed to have been conceived 
of me^ I added] 

" I have never heard of. any plots, but, what I 
learned from the publick indignation. Whenever I 
had an opportunity to afTift any man, I never a(ked 
>vhat were his principles the patriotick jour- 
nals will confirm all that I have faid. ^ I have always 
been beloved by the peafants on my lordfliip, and, 
inftead of burning, they were all eager to protect my' 
caftle. I can add, that not a Angle ibldier of the re- 
giment du jRfii^y in which J ferved twenty-five 
years, had ever any caufe to cpn?plain of me." 

, One of the judges. " I jQiall foon fee whether yoa 
belonged to that feginient. Did you know M. 
Moreauf' 

" yes^ Sir, I knew tw« o/ that name: one very 
tall, vpry ]&t, and Very I'eafanaUe; the other very 
little, very thin, and (pointing to my head) Very 
fpoUfc." , 

Th,e fffmf }^dg!t> ** I perceive you have known 
fcim/' ' .. , • 

[One of tie doors was now opened^ . and M. 
^argue^ ci-devant major ^formerly my brother officer 
in the regiment du Roi, and my companion in the 

^ • « Here one of the judges trod on nay toes^but I proceeded ne- 

vcrthtlefs." 

chamber 
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chamber of the Abbaye, entendj tfnrUd by thr4e 
men,, in order to be tried as foon as I was difpoftd 

»f.\ . •: . ■ 

^ After the unfortunate affair of Nancy y I repaired 
to Paris, where I have remained ever fince. I was 
arretted in my own apartment, twelve days fince, and 
was fo little afraid of being made a prifoner, that I 
wsdked out daily as ufual. No feals were affixed to 
my papers, &c. becaufe nothing fafpicious was found 
about me. 1 was never infer ibed in the civil lift.-— 
I never ftgned any petition.— I never cai^ried on any 
reprehenfible correfpondence. During my abode in 
the capital I have followed the natural gaiety pf 
my charader, which, in conformity with my prin- 
ciples, would never permit me firioujly to engage in 
publick affairs- The fincerity of thefe confeflions 
muft convince you that I am not a dangerous man— 
and I now hope you will be fo good as to grswit me 
.. that liberty to which I am no lefs attached by necef- 
.fity than by principle/* 

The Prejidenty after taking off bis hat^faid^ — ^'*^I 
. do not perceive any thing tending to x^vAtx .Monfieur 
fufpeded ; I am for granting hipi his liberty. — Is this 
your opinion ?** 

All the judges. ^ Yes ! yes ! It is but what is 
juft." 

Scarcely were thefe divine words uttered, when 
every one in the tribunal embraced me. I heard fe- 
yeral perfons above me applaud the fentence, and 
cry out Bravo I On lifting my eyes, I perceived 
Xeveral heads crowded about an air-hole in the cham- 
Xa ^ ber, 
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hcTy whence proceeded the bfuvzing i^d I hwi be«. 
fcre jQoticed, 

The Prefident now fclefted three* perfons to hrtn 
a depotation, in cyder to announce to the people the 
fentonce that had been pronounced. During the 
prodanuttion, I demanded of the judges a copy of 
the judgment: they- promifed to grant it. TTic 
Prefident aiked why I did not wear the crofs of 
Saint Louis, which hf knew I had received f On 
(his I told him that I had been requefted by my fellow 
prtfoners to leave it off. He replied, that the Na- 
tional Aflcmbly not having as yet prohibited the 
wearing of it, it appeared fufpicious to conceal it. 

In the mean time the three deputies returned, and 
dtfiredme to he covered-^ they then conducted me 
out of the wicket. The moment I arrived m the 

ftreet, one of them exclaimed,—" Hats off! 

, CitizenS'i beheld him for whom ypur judges demand 
aid and ajfiftance /" — Thefe words were no fooner 
pronounced, than the Executive Pow£r lifted mejup, 
and, fctting me in the middle of four torches, I was 
embraced by the furrounding multitude. All the 
fpeftators then cried out, Vive la Nation ! Thefe 
' honours, with which I, was much afFe£ted, placed 
me under the fafeguard of the people, who, amidft 
loud and reiterated plaudits, allowed me to pals 
•through them, followed by the three deputies whom 
the prefident had charged to condu& me fafe home. 
—One of them told me, that he was a ftone^mafen, 
belonging to the Fauxhourg St. Germain ; thelother 
was a journeyman wig la ft kc r, born at Botifges ; the 
V.__.. , , third, 
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third, who was doAed in the. untibrai of the natbnal 
guard, faid, he was a federate. The ftone-mafon 
afked me if I was afraid? and defired me to have no 
apprehenfions ) ^^ for, as I was ujider the protedion 
j>f the people,' jit would be inftantdeaA to moleft 
me.'* « I was glad,*' added he,. « when you were 
acquitted; for I foon perceived that ypu'were not ant 
of the caUrpillars of the. civil lijt" 

When we had reached the ftreet St. Ben^ity we 
got into a hackney-coacfa) whidi ftopfi^ed att my lodg- 
jngs. The firft movement on the part of my^hoft—^ 
of my friendy on feeing me return, was. t9 offer his 
purfe to my conduiElors, who refufedjt> and addled lir* ^ 
terally as follows:— ^^ do notfMow this trade for 
momy / Hen is your friend^ be hat promifed "us a 
glafs of brandy ; we fhall drink ity and then return, 
to our poft. , . , 

They demandMi a» certificate, that they had 
condu£led me home without any accidfent, I thea 
aecompanied into the ftfeet, and embraced them oooft 
cordially* ^ 

After a few hours flcep, I took a walk in the gaiw 
.den of citizen Egalit^ that Vary day, and I could 
4>erceive many pe|fons rubbing their eyesi as if to 
difcover if it was really jtne. I was/enlbraccd'even 
by ftrangers 5 in fhort^ it was a feftival to mei \ 
In a few days after my liberation, I deemed it ^n©- 
ceffary to publi(h this account j -arfd th<; principal 
reafon that induced me to it is to exhibit proofs^ tha^ 
if the people arc impetuous and irrefiilible when they 
Xj deem 
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deem themfelves betrayed, one 014^ not pn tbte 
account to defpairof.tbeir jufUce*'* 

BUREAU JOB WVZYy 

Fof merly confined by the king of Pniffia^ atid' 
«Rtil tetdy languiiUng in a dungeon at Olmut^i by 
mitHiiand of the einperour, like ha Fs^ette^.wv 
originally arretted on a neutral territory, Ib exprefr 
contraii^ntion of the laws of nations. 

pefeended from an ancient and noble family, he 
entered at aH early period of life into the c$rps iff 
engineers, and aldiough appertaining to the privi*^ 
-kged orders, foon diftinguifhed himfelf by an ardent 
and fmcere attachment to the caufe of liberty. In 
confequence of this, added to his family intereft, he 
krf came a member of the Iegiflatur<^ fi\kA the*prefi* 
dent's xrhatr, three different times, and in that fitua^P 
ttoh, adiially receivod and adnuhiftered the firft con- 
liitiittona} oath* 

. Bythe aonftituent afT^nbly, he'was chofen to «9Kw 
ecute the grand plan of the departmental dxyAoa^ 
i^rhich he himfelf had firft conceived of France, and 
in 1792, we find him a£Ung as a general officer wk* 
4er his friend, La Fayette, with whom he was after* 
mrards confined* Such was the mercy of dei^xytiftff, 
that they were not permitted to behold ea* other's 
JalFerings, being carefully feparated by floUe WsUs> 
maSy bolts, and iron wicktts f 
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' Their companion ui miBfortiifie, and th«|r ftmi* 
mon friend, would have.rifen tp a higher rank in die 
army, had not his prtSmnsM been topped Jby his 
principles* He aUb was a deputy to the conftitua&t 
afiembly, and diftinguifEed himfelf by his love of 
liberty* Without being tried by any court of law, 
found guilty of aiiy crime before any tribunalf or 
even accufed of any offence, this brave man was 
inunerfed within the walls of a dungeon, exducbd 
.from Uie Goaverfe of mankind, and 'deprived of the 
xxMafort and conr<4ation of a wife, and iix children 
wha adox« him. His friend Bureau* de Pusy, was 
in like manner fecluded from bis wife and chsU> 
while to augment the horrour of the pi&mt^ Ma* 
.dame La Fayette, and her two dai|ghteca were flmt 
up in the lame filthy cell, with their, huiband smd 
£ither, to whofe mtferies they incei&ntly added, by 
the hourly exhibition of their own. O ddpotifio I 
it is ignorance alone that can pronounce tbj name 
without a paroxyfm of rage ! . 

The families of JLa Fayette, and Maubourg, before 
united in friendlbip, may now be Ikid to be united i^ 
Jove, a marriage having juft taken place betw^n » 
fon of the onei and a daughter of the other, in ,t)i[ip 
vicinity of AUona, where they have remained evKr 
fince their deUvci'ance &^m. m uiiOMrited ca^ 
liritjr* 

H. MA-* 
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M. MALOUBT. 

This gentleman! if not a native of, was at leaft a 
confiderAIe planter in the Frendi Weft^Indialflands. 
He was, however, educated in Europe, and muft 
be allowed to poflefs extraordinary talents, and con- 
fiderable learning. 

Happening to be in St. Doining6, at the time of 
the revolution, he was elefted one of the deputies for 
the colonjF. That ifland fo latdy a prey to war and 
maflacres, is the fecond in point of fize, but it was 
the firft in the Weft Indies, in refpeft to produce 
and cultivation; Before the prefent \mfortunate 
war, the riches and luxury of tiie inhabitants afto* 
«niihed the European.- Living in a ftate of Afiatick 
*ljplendour, the proprietors of the Aigar* works, in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape, might be faid to rival 
the nabobs ofBengal. Their wealth procured them 
Silil that a capricious fancy could long for ; and their 
power on^ their own eftates, was fuperiou? to that of 
an oriental bafhaw, in his government Like all. 
Ae great men in fouthern climates, they afFeded 
to keep their harams. The negro, fahab'oe, mullatto,. 
quadroon, and meftisee, were ready either to folicit . 
•their languid- appetites, or iatiate their fiery pafflon^s. 
The barbarous but lively mufick of Africa, thfe fine 
flavoured fruits pr&duced between the tropicks, th'e 
dislicious wines of 'Fiance, and the myftick maa^s of 
the dance formed by their compliant female attentf- 
ant^Jh^ a tbou£md varied hues, made the manfion- 

bowft 
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Far diSefent wer^ the other piCHrtions oftbe iceii^ 
A long line of negroes^ Vfkh drivers at ceitaiji flatci 
diftances brandUhed Aeir knotted fcourges, and 
opened die Weeding oiufoks with each inRiSttd 
wound. Two or three pallid men, withering in tfeo 
fun, that fcorched Aitii into ivaji felt their paflion» 
fttblimed by the heat ef the dtmstte, and now urged 
to unreoutting labour^ and n^ ealled jer fireib pvt^ 
nifhrnent. 

At the mill^ jrott m^t behold a fcw mutilated 
females feeding the rollers with Ardb entes to the 
dctreme danger of their ytt remaianig aieaibef»; at 
the ftill-houfe, was not unfrequentlj tobtfeen, aa 
unhappy wretch^ who had Hed from flavery^into the 
wood&— from* man to natur&««-chained to the eternal 
fire; while after the labours of the day^tbe ieU 
ilares retired not to refi^ but to new exertions in 
the boiling-houfe, carrying a load . of accurfed fugar- 
•ane on ther fearified backs I 

In fiich a ftate of ibctety as this, where the plan* 
ter can turn defpot with impunity, and force thou- 
fands of men with a darker complexion than his 
own to endure every thinjg; fliort of death ; it 
need occafion but little wonder, that this found of //- 
ierty (hould be dreadful. 

The French revolution accordingly found the 
planters in general, ftern and inflexible royallfts* 
The fttbje£l of the prefent notaoe^ is expre&ly of this 
dcfcription, for he fcems to doubt whether freedom 

bo 



yGooQle 



gi 



tlfi ^ MAIOUET* 

be a bicflihg t© bip obtained, or a curfe it be depre- 
cated. But as ke is an honefl: and able man, not^- 
Wfdiftanding bis prejudices/^e confeffes, that it is 
nnjuji to keep the negroes in a ftate of bondage *V 
and yet he a£hially attempts toc demonftrate the 
neceffity of it : as^ if juftice were to give way ^ 

policy t« 

« I curfe, as well as yoa do," lays he " the firft man 
who made a beaft of burden of his equal ; let the . 
planter leam, tbatflavery h a violation of the law 
of nature ! Let him confider it not as a right, but z% 
a neceffary evil, of which we are oWigcd -fome 
time longer to put up. with the inconveniences^ 
as the puniihmcht for the barbarity and avarice of 
0ttr progenitors/' 

M. Malouet was an able fupporter of monarchy^ 
irrthe National Affembly,and i« allowed on allfidea 
to hare been an eloquent and accomplaftied fpeaker» 
He, however, at length deemjed it prudent to emi- 
grate, and he has taken refuge in tWs coUntry, Where 
he occafionally commiti his ideas to the prefs, Hif 
laft* publication is entitled, " Examen de cttte quef^ 



• ** ^ pUu ne phtje que j'/rige auffi en f>rin(^£e en droit imprt-* 
finptiblef te/clavage des negres /" 

■ t ** ye mMub comme vout U primer bommt pii ft de Jon fimblor 
hU un bete de fimme, ffcr 

, ** ^e U planUur Ameritdin 4^pr4nM de toute parte fue te^lamagt^ 
efl en effet la violation du droit naturelt fu*U le confidere^ non (ommt 
un iroity mats comme ,»« mal n/ceffsire dont ncut dtvens fubtr enama 
fuelfuet tempsj let wcoHv/nient cmme h pe'mi de hi ^rharii » de U 
n^t/ de m peresr\ 
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Sitn : ^elfira pour Us Colmes de rAmirtqut It 
Refultat dt la Revolution Franfa^Cy de la Guerre 
qui en eft la fuife'^^ de la Patx qui doit la tefmf'^ 
ner V* He wilhes in this pamphlet to prevent the 
poffibility of emancipation on the part of the ne^ 
groes, and for that pmrpofe, he recommends it to the , 
Belligerent powers, to leave all internal regulations 
to the <2olonrfts themfelves ! He allows, however, 
that negro flavery feems to become unpopular every 
where, artd he hint^ in more than one paffagc, that 
Europe will foori be fupplied with fugars, folely frona 
Bengal. 

M. Malouct's plantation in St. Domingo, has 
been deftroyed during the troubles, and his friends are 
afraid left a late failure in the city fliould have ftraiten^ 
«d his circumftances ♦. 

IMIADAME DXJ BARRY. 

The fete of a royal miftrefs, however mdancholy 
the cat^rophe may be, is fcldom bewailed by the 
people, and this was precifely the cafe, in refpeft to 
this lady, whofe executfonhad been long ago pre- 
diSed by Demorande, and accompliflied in a mannei-, 
, that neither the viflim nor the prophet could have 
evef dreamed of. 

Madame du Barry, rendered a beauty by the hand 



• ^^ Jt M*avQb d*autrt i^etb^ui^ a tffr'tr i U maifoa Mtdlmam 
ftu m99 bakitatim Jitfofi/t an pwvotr da r/fuilicamea, ^ le fecours 
fut }f M rifit defids piat^g sns tfont eu d*autres hmtti ^ ftlfes fus 

of 
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rf Mtiicey aMd a oountefs by die commniid of 
Lents XV. and tkimted bf accident from a brotljel 
to a f aitnerfhtp in the tbrme, afibrds onp of the 
mnfoiaBipUs of foUjrasd profligacy, that produced 
and inAeed, juftified the Ffisnch revcJution. 

Her origin waa obTcure^ but iathe days of bar 
^ory» ibe found meana to claioi a rdationfliip wkh 
(Rme of tbe firft ftmilies in Ireland, and a^lually 
wnferf ed employments on two or three mb^ foldiers - 
^ fortnne, from that country, whom flw called her 
^ajAfj, and wbo deemed themfelves amply compen* 
fated for the difgracc, by regiments and ^reix di Sf^ 

The favourite, conduced herfclf in a 0iaQneir„tba{r 
at once demonftrated her own infolence, the king'a 
folly, and the courtiers' fervility. Her lev^ was aty 
tended by all that was gr^t, or more properly fpeak- 
ing, by sQl that was mean in France, ^ On rifing one 
morning from bed, in prefence of the monarch, and 
h\& diffipated companions,.^fhe ordered the Pdpe's 
nuncio to hand her pne flipper, while the ,grand 
^moner (an archbifhop) put on the other ! each 
deeming himfelf highly honoured by the CPaploy- 
menti and fully recompenced with the tranfitpry view 
•of her charms. 

The chancellor of France, at her requeft, figned 
a patent, conftituting her negro, governor of the 
eaftle of Lucienne, with, a penfion of fix hundred 
livres a year. The princes of the blood, were treat- 
ed by her, fome times with irjfplence, and at other 
tii^ics with a vulgar femiliarity. Wbea the lat^ 
S duke 
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duke of Orleans* father, folicij(ed her intoreft tela* 
tire to bis marriage with Madame de Monteilbn, 
ihe tapped him on the belly (he was a iat inan)y 
craClced a joke on his perfon, permitted him to con- 
fiminiate the nuptials, and engaged to take all the 
conieqoenoes upon herfelf. The late queen (Marie 
Antotn^te), while dauphinefs, was at laft obliged 
to entertain, and even pay court- regularly to her* 
She tflued ims, in the £ime manner as the monarch, 
and drew on the royal treafury,^to whatever amount 
file pleafed, without the intervention of the royal 
ftgnet. In fliort,4ier teilet was of gold,^ her jewels 
were fiiperiour tO'tiiofe of any prihceft'm Europe 
(ouf own moft gracious queen's only excepted), and 
her villa, or as it was termed her pavilion, at Lu- 
cienne, was fornilhed at an expence equal to a Ger- 
man fubfidy* 

So powerful was her intereft, that the death of 
Louis XV. and the indignation of the people, nei- 
ther produced feclufion nor reftitution. 

At the revolution, this lady, who, according to 
the Parifians, — always fond of indemnifying them* 
felves for their flavery by a pun,— had rifen from an 
Ecu to a Louisy very natyrally took part with a 
court, to which flic was atta^ch^d, both by .vanity 
and gratitude* He vaft wealth, however, and her 
penchant for a nobleman of high rank, prevented her 
from emigrating, and. adding to the number of the 
mblejfe who aiTembled at Coblentz. 

Soon after the king's execution, (he repaired to 
this country, and might have found an afyJum here, 
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but the was naturally of art intriguing <IifpofitidJi, 
and inftantly comn^nced a negoctation for th^ ref* 
toration of the monarchy. 

Her charms made no impreiSon on Mr. Pitt, but 
b!s zeal, if not his perfon, attra&^ her warmeft re-* 
gards. ' She al\¥ays fpoke of him with raptures, cpn*: 
fidered him as the protestor of the exUed princes,, 
and actually returned to France with his miniahir€ 
piSfure attached by a gold cbsyn to her neck— that 
onci lovely neck, fo foon to be feyercd by the un- 
pitying guillotine ! 

Calrgula made his horfe Conful — Madamie 'du Barry 
created ha- Uack page a governor, and adu^Uy bar- 
tered a crolx de &t. Louis fof a paroquet. The 
philofopher fcarcely knows which moft to delpife: 
the Romans of one age, or the French of another J 

6ARIN. 

Was one of the municipal officers of Paris, and 
appertained to that powerfurbody, at a time it regu- 
lated the deftiny of the whole empire. 

In-1793, the capital was menaced with the dread- 
ful fcourge of famine, and if we are to believe fome . 
fpeculatlveTTien, this originated in z populicide con- 
fpiracy, on the part of the then exifting government. 

It has been afferted, with more zeal than truths 
that the Committee of Ptiblick Safety, Garat, the 
minifter of the hom^ department, and Pache the 
mayor, were all e>ther adlors or accomplices in this 
infemal plot ! Be this as it may, fo far is certain, 

that 
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that Garin, who had become a member of the pom- 
mittee of Subfiftence, imagining thai; an infamous 
coalition exifted, .which countera£ted all his endea- 
vour?, determined t6 denounce the authors of it. 
On this the forty-eight feftions nominated a fpecial 
commiflion, in order to enquire into the fa£ts, and 
Baboeuf the fecretary of the committee, having laid 
a report before them, they took him, Garin and his 
colleague Favanne, under their fpecial proteftion. 

The Committee of Publick Safety, notwithftand- 
ing this, diffolved the commiflion ; Garin was ftrip- 
ped of his office and arretted ; he was not, however, 
fcnt to prifon, but remained during ten months con- 
fined in his houfe, with three keepers. 

. He was one of the few members of the Commune y 
who did not participate in the confpiiacy of the 9th 
Tbermidon On the contrary, he repaired v/ith his 
guards to the Champs -Ely sees^^ to combat, with his 
. accuftomed energy, the fadtion of Robefpierre. Some 
time after this, he obtained his libzrtyj but he fell 
fick the day after, and died in the courfe of a week. 

Occupied in favour of liberty from the begin- 
ning of the revolution, he had not only neglected, 
but ruined -his fortune, and died poor. His family, 
consequently, is in want, and depends folely o» the 
bounty of the republick. 

MADAME DE SILLERY. 

The lady now known by this name, and formerly by 
thofe of Madame de Brulart, and Madame de Genlis, 
has diftixiguijlhed herfelf in the republick of letters. 
Y2 At 
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At an early period of her life, (he entered into 
the fervice of the family of Orleans, and poflefled 
great influence over the duke, until he turned politic 
ciatty a fituation he was but little calculated for, 
either by nature or education. On his miflion to 
England, which has ftiU fomething apocryphal in it, 
fhe excufed his departure, in ^ note, which th« 
amiable and refpeSable duchefs, his unfortunate con- 
fort, tranfmitted to all the journals. She alfo ad- 
vifed hiin againft accepting the regency ; and he 
being like Mr. Burke's friend. Lord Kepple, no 
great cleri^ fee arranged the letter, announcing his 
refufaU 

Having fuccceded at the commence»ient of the re- 
volution to a large fortune, fhe gave in her refignation 
as gouvernantfy but afterwards accompanied one 
of her female pupils to England, which occafioned 
her to be included in the lift of emigrants. She 
was afterwards decreed in a ftate of accufation, on 
account of her fuppofed conne£lion with Dumou- 
ri'ezj but, on the cpntrary, fhe had given that ge- 
neral gi:eat offence, by declaring it as her opinion, 
that France, after overturning the monarchy, was" 
bound in honour to maintain the republick. 

Madame de* Sillery, who had lived on terms of 
intimacy with D'Alembert, and all the great men 
of France, during her own time, was fuppofed to 
have drawn up the celebrated paper, publifhed in 
the name of the duke of Orleans, entitled, *' Ca* 
hurs-a fes commetansy* which gave a woiidcrful 
Impulfion to the publick mind, and ierved as a 

model 
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HK^Iel to'moft of thofe printed anterior to the meet* 
ing of the ftates-general. She, however, denies this 
noiY, as (he did at that time to Madame de Houfflers ; 
and it is thought to -be the produAion of his friend 
La Clos i a man more celebrated for his talents than 
}ns morals. To the honour of this lady, fhe was al- 
ways ready to patronize men of genius, and to her was 
Jeft the dire£tion of fuch fums as the duke of Orleans 
chofe to confer on thofe who fuftained the honour of 
French literature. She alfo procured a penfion from 
M. de Calonhe, for an author whom fhe had never 
feen, but whofe productions fhe was charmed with. 

After having married one of her pupils (the accom- 
plifhed Pamela) to the brave and unfortunate Lord 
£dward Fitzgerald, and placed another under the pro- 
teft'on of her own family, fhe retired to and now 
refides in the King of Denmark's German domini- 
ons, in the neighbourhood of Altona, with her niece, 
"who is married to M. de Valence, 
• Madame de Sillery complains bitterly of the arts 
that have been recurred to in order to calumniate'her; 
and, with a view to obviate all fufpicion, (he has pub- 
lifhed a hiftory of her life, fince the important epoch 
of the revolution, in which flie endeavours to refcue 
her charaftpr from the afperfions of ignorance and 
malevolence. She tells us, that after having confe- 
crated twenty-five years t$ the education of her Chil- 
dren and her pupils, {he at laft enjoys that retirement 
after which her heart had always panted. She has been 
accufed of a turn for intrigue ; but is this likely, when 
it is recolleifted that flie never folicited a favour from 
Y3 th« 
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the courti and never onct waited on a mitltftef ; that 
fhe occupied nearly the whole of her time in the du^ 
ties of inftru<Slion ; (hut herfelf up in a conTent^ and 
never gave or received an entertainment during tfcir« 
teen years ? 

She had early forefeen that the views of the court, 
the diforder of the finances, and the general difcoti- 
tent) Were likely to produce an inteftine commotion. 
In order to avoid its effeds, ihe had determined to 
repair to Nice with her pupils ; but this refolution 
gave fUch a ftab to the frail and futttl popularity of 
the houfe of Orleans^ that the fcheme was abandomecL 
Madame de SiUcry however obtained the pfromifc of 
being permitted to repair to England as foon as the 
conftitution ihould be finifhed. In the mean time, 
the Duke hirhfclf went thither fuddenly, and without 
giving her any prexTious notice ; a circumftance lin* 
expeftcd rather than aftonifliing, as fmce his father's 
death he had withdrawn his confidence entirely from 
her, aild conferred it on M. de la Cios and Mr. Shee. 
No fooner had he returned from London, than fhe re* 
tired into the bofom of her own family \ but, on re- 
ceiving intelligence that MademoifelleD'Orleans was 
ill, fee inftantly fet off for Paris, refumed her former 
fituatton, and repaired with that young lady to Eng- 
land in October 1791* After remaining fome tinske 
at Bath, they vifited Bury, where (he firft heard of 
the execrable maffacres of the 2d and 3d September. 

Having been at length driven from theic pleafant 
fituation in Suffolk, by the anonymous letters and 
menaces of the emigrants, they repaired to London* 
Here again they were alarmed on their arrival, by 

the 
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the horn-boys of an evening paper, who bawled about 
the ftreets ** An account of the fecret conference be- 
tween Madame Genlis and M. de Calonne* 1 " 

Previoufly to their return to France, they fpent a 
month at the hofpitable manfion f of Mr. Sheridan^ 
to whofe diftinguiihed talents, a^ well as thofe of 
Mr* Fox, (he pays many complimenfs. 

Qn theit arrival at Calais^ they found themfelves . 
included in the lift of eixirigrants, and after a few days 
refidence at Paris, were obliged to retire to Flanders, 
until their names ihould be eraied from the fatal ca* 
talogue 1 

Here Gen. Dumouriez fhewed them fome civi- 
lities, but no participation in his confpiracy enfued* 
«r-Soon after he had raifed the ftandard of rebellion, 
.Madame de Sillery was forced to remove from Tour- 
nay to Mons, where (he endeavoured to remain con- 
cealed from her family, left they fliould be implicated 
in her fuppofed guilt. With this view fhe wrote 
the following letter to her beloved daughter,, then at 
P^ris: 

" My dear child, , 

•* The revolt of M. Dumouriez has fortred me to 
fly. Beipg unable to re-enter France, t am about to 
repair to a foreign but neutral country, to wait my 
recalL I (hall be no more an emigrant there, than I 
yms at Tournay ; however, my dear child, I prohibit 



• She dreaM left this ridiculous report, during thofe times of 
jcaloufy and fufp«:ion, ihould ^xpofe her to the refewimcnt of tl>e 
'ruling party. 

+ At Ifleworth. 

, Z you 
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you. from writing to me» if you ihould accidentally 
difcovcr the place of my retreat. Be perfc6Hy tran- 
quil refp^ing my circumftances; I poiTefs all the 
refources ncceflary to my prcfent fituation, and I 
fiand in no need of affiftance of any kind. 

" Adieu, my dear and tender friend ! my heart fliall 
always be with you, and I fhall conftantly offer up my 
vows for the happinefs and profperity of my country." 

Soon after this, the female travellers made all pof« 
fible hafte through Germany, and arrived in Swit- 
zerland, having been furnifhed with padports by the 
once celebrated Gen* Mack. 

Switzerland was hoftile to the French republick, 
at this time, from a variety of caufes.. The nation 
had withdrawn her fubfidies, fent back the mer- 
cenary foldiers, and evinced fome degree of indigna- 
' tion at the marked proteflidn given to the emigrants. 
Such of the cantons, too, as had fubjeSi countries^ 
were alarmed at the fuccefs of a revolution, which 
threatened the annihilation of all dcfpotifin, whether 
monarchical or oligarchical. 

The family of Orleans had zStti too confpicuous , 
a part in the late commotions* to experience much 
rcfpeft there; it was to be hoped, however, that thty ' 
would find fequrity. This was not the cafe; for* 
the magiflrates of Zurich interdifted their refidence 
within that city. At Zug, in confequence of the 
influence and the malice of the emigrants, joined to 
the interference of the canton of Berne, they proved 
equally uiifuccefsful. Gen. Montefqujeu, however, 
although then a fugitive himfelf, exerted his in- 
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Icreft fo efFeiSually, that he procured their recep- 
tion into the convent of St. Claire^ at a little diftance 
from Bumgarten, 

M, 0.E CBARTRE$.*^ 

eldeft fon of tb? la<e Dulce of Orieai^, here joined, . 
but foon left them, in order to make the tour of tbe 
cantons on foot: he bad already traverfed tf/jf Ger- 
many in the fame manner. ' ^ 

" How often have I felicitated myfelf fmce hi^ 
misfortunes," fays Madanae de Sillery, « on the edu- 
cation I bellowed on him ! on the lucky circumftance 
of caufmg bim to be. taught the principal moder^t 
languages; on accuftoming him to wait on himfelf, 
to defpife idlencfs^ to fleep on a wooden board covered 
with a piece of cloth, to brave the fun, the rain, and 
the cold; to accuftom himfelf to fatigue by means of 
jyiolent exercifes,, and journies of. four of five leagues 
daily: in ihort^. at having infpiredhim with a tafte 
for travelling, ' 

" He has loft all he owed to the chances of birtb 
and fortune, and nothing now remains bat what be 
has received from me !..,.. /' 



• M.- DB CiTAiiTREA fcrvcd With. great reputation in ihe army 
«f the Republick, and diftinguiihed himfelf particularly at the bat-^ 
tie of Jemappe. He had been introduced by his father to th^ JaCoUa 
foclety, of which he became a member^ was ardent and zealous ia 
Kehalf of the fyflem of reprefentatlve government^ and entertained 
the moft enthufiaflick^rinciples concerning the rights of the peopk,. 
tbe equality Of mankind, aiid^ihe danger of monarchy. 
• After eamirig his livelihood in an ho^ipf^le and moft exemplary 
manner as a teacher in one of the Swifs cof&ges, he is faid to have 
repaired to America. 
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On the 8th of March 179$, hearing that there 
was a party in France attached to him, aiid a nume- 
rous body of his adherents in foreign countries, who 
wiihed to place him on the throne, Madame de S. 
fent him a letter, from which the fc41owing paflage^ 
are tranfcribed: 

" You.afpire to royalty ! yoii wifh to become an 
Ufurpetr^ exclaims fhe, " in order to abolifli a re-» 
I»ub!ick which you yourfelf have acknowledged, and 
for which you have fought valiantly ! and at what a 
period ! when France becomes organized, when thd 
government is eftabliilhed, when it af^eais to be 
founded on the folid bafis of morality and juftice !^-- 
What degree of confidence can France place in a 
iwftitutional Jting^ twenty-three years old, whom 
fhe beheld but two years before an ardent republican, 
and the moft enthufiaftick partifan of equality?—* 
Might not flich a king, as well as any other, infcn- 
fiUy abolifh the conftitution, and become defpotick ? 
According to generally- received ideas, the interval 
is left diftant between any kind of royalty and def- 
potifm, than between a democratick governnlent 
and the moft limited royalty?^* 

In the mean time the daughter of one of the moft 
illuftrious, and, perhaps alfo, the moft wealthy houfe 
in Europe, was reduced to a fituation bordering on 
extreme poverty. The Duke of Modena, on being 
applied to, excufed bimfelf from receiving Mademor- 
felle d'Orleans, on account of political metives, and 
contented himfelf with tranfmitting 180 huis d*or 
for the relief of the neceffities of his niece \ 

At 
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At length the Princefs de Conti confented to take 
the young lady under her protcftion; £n this, after 
many tender adieus on both fides, Madame de Genlis 
left Switzerland, re enteied Germany, defcended the 
Rhine in a boat to Cologne, and, travelling in a pri- 
vate carriage to Utretcfct, remained there for fome 
iveeks. She then fct out frofti Oud-Naarden, m 
company with a trader, in^ kind of ftage-waggon, 
half full of merchandife, where, however,- Ac found 
means to fleep infinitely better than flie had ever 
been able to do, in thofe- gilded vehicles fo improperly 
termed dahneufis. At Ofhaburgh, ihe hired a ca- 
iriolet, arrived at Hamburgh in July I794> and pro- 
ceeding direftly to Altbna, lived eight months in a 
retired manner, afliiming a feigned name, that fee 
might avoid notice, and be allowed to purfue her li- 
terary occupations in tranquillity. 
• She then hired a farm in Danifli Holftein, about 
five leagues from Hamburgh, where fhe has re- 
fided ever fince with her niece Madame Valence, 
and that lady's hufband*. 

Madame de Sillery, notwithfl^^nding her repeated 
felicitations, has not as yet been able to get her name 
erafed from the lift of emigrants. She is extremely 
defirous of returning into her native country, fully 
determined to refpeft the new order of thingj^ as 
&e deems it criminal to oppofe herfelf to the wifli of ' 
a- whole nation ; but whatever may occur, fhe is re- 

^ " ■ ' " ■ < ■ ■ -'■ " '■' ' ■ ■ y ' '■'■ ■ • ■ — ■ -■ - ■■' ^ 

' ♦ Gta, Valence, who, after diftingHiflring himfelf by his extraor- 
«linary prowefs, firfl joined In Dumouriez^s revolt) aad theh emi-' , 
(r«ud along with him. ' . 

Zj - folved 
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folved to continue a French citizeni even in a foreign 
land, if iht cannot be one within the circuit of the 
rq>ub!ick. 

^ No pecuniary intereft induces me," fays fhe^ 
^ to return to my native country ; I poiTeis no 
perfonal fortune, and I can only claim a dowryy 
At very recoUedion of which ftrikes me with 
horrour, 

^ My fole motive is to obtain that juftfce whicb 
is my due, and once more embrace my daughter^ 
my grandchildren and friends, whom heaven . has 
ftill preferved to me. I ihould alfo wifh to repair to 
Marfcilles, to offer the fuccour of a truly maternal 
tenderneis to my innocent and unfortunate pupils* 
But if I be refufed this requeft, I ihall bear my 
ftrange deftiny with refignation. I have fulfilled my 
duties; I have at length 4>Btained an honourable 
afylum, and I (hall find m my own confcience, and 
in the efleem of thofe. I love, all the confolatioa 
which I myfelf require." 

C. A. BRVLART DE 6ILLERT, 

The huiband of the former, was born at Paris In . 
I756,^u)d known before the revolution by the titleof 
Count de Genlis. He was a man of great courage^ 
wit, aiyl talents; he had ferved in the marine in In- 
£a, and was covered with wounds, received in the 
fexvice. When only twenty years of age, he obtained 
the crcix ic St. Louis^ for a brill|ant aAion achieved 
by him. 

He 
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He was nominated a member both of the confti- 
^ tuent afiembly and the national convention^ in the 
latter of which he fat as a deputy from the depajrt* 
ment of La Somme. 

He and hi< wife feem to have been very cool in 
their attachment to each other> for at the age of 
thirty file (hut herfeif up in a convent at BtlUchaffi^ 
where. fhe feems to have con&iti herfeif during thir* 
teen years, . They, how^very wrote to each other in 
the Undereft manmr fofftbUy and on her return from 
England, he repaired t<^ Calais, to attend her to the 
capital « 

He voted againft the death of Loots, and on this 
•ccafion tranfmitted the following letter to Madame 
de Genlis, who was then abroad, being confidered as 
an emigrant: 

" Je Yous cnvoyc mon opinion tmprim^e, vous 
verrez qu'enopinant pour la riclufion jufqufa lafaixj 
je dis franchement,et qu'il ne merite point la mort,et 
, que nous n'avons point le droit de le juger, &c, J*ai 
fuivi les mouvemens de ma confcience, fachant tres- 
bien que cette opinion 6non£^e fi nettement eft Tar* 
ret de ma mort." 

, On being requefted by his wife to emigrate^ he 
anfwered in the true ftile and fpirit of a gallant 
oiScer, ** Qu*il ne d^ferteroit jamais,** 

He was imprifbned * for fome time, then included 

in 

* « Sillery entered ibto a regular commercial negoclation for his 
|lbert/> and the bargain was at length fealed with a prefent of two 
hundred bottles of kis champagne. However, notwithftanding this » 

U 
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in the profcription of the deputies of the Gir^nde'^ 
and executed on the 31ft of Oflober 179J, in the 
37th year of his age. . 

M^ ROI»AKI^, 

MINItTSV or THX HOMk DBF AKTMXNT.: 

Amidft the exceflet of the revolutionary govehv^^ 
ment, it may have been difficult to appreciate die 
great men who .appeared fuccefSvdy on the political 
ftage. The panegyricks of interefted individuals, 
the denunciations of pergonal enemies the ^clamours 
of difappointed fadfon, the arts and intrigues of 
party,-^aU tend to throw a cloud around the judg- 
ment, and render even the pul'eft charader equivocal* 

The days of teriour and delufion are, however, 
now paft; the profcriptions of the modern Syjlas 
and Mariufes are at an lend 5 Robespiehre, Mar at, 
and St. Just, have been punilhedj and, alas! Ro- 
I.AND himf^ is no more ! 

At, the reprefentationof'Oife of the tragedies of 
iEfchylus, the Athenian people, aflfembled in the 

he di4 not procure his entire liberation, but was confined at the 
Luxembourg left riforoufly than before, and aUOwed to conv^f* 
Vith whomibc'ver be pleafed. . 

*< Two or three ▼ omen of bad fame, dependent on fome of t^o 
members of the committees of public fafety and general furety, formed 
a kind of comn)er(:ial fociety, and ftipulated the price to be paid 
either for the deliverance or gcntl* ufage of every remarkable citizen, 
•the Cordeliers at this time attempted to dcmonftrate the neceflity 
of making away with fufpeifled perfons, and punlfhments were de- 
nounced againil thofe who fpoke .unfavourably of xH^t I9a0acres of 
September.'* Madamt R^iani's jijfeai, 
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puUick theatre, on the repetition of a fentence in com- 
mendation of moral goodnefs, inftantly fixed their 
eyes on the fon of Lyfimachus. Perhaps pofterity^ 
while perufing the hiftory of the prefent times, may 
burft out into commendations at the name of the 
fnodern^jfrt/iides* 

Roland, known before the revolution by the de- 
fignation of M, Roland ds la Platier/y was a native 
of the South of France, having been born at U Clos 
la Platiirfj four leagues from V illcfrandie, in 1732, 
His family, which was ancient, pofTefTed a fief, and, - 
having attained confiderable eminence in the law, 
was ronfidered as appertaining to what was then 
termed NobUJ/i di la robe'^. 

He 

■■■>»' ' - » ■' > ■ I ■ II I ■ ■! ■ I W -. 

* This circumilance was recurred to, as a reproach againft Ro« 
land, by the Mountain party, when they wiihed to render him un- 
popular. It was alfo conadered as a crime, that Utters of nMit^ 
had been foliclted for him in 1784. 

« On a reproch6 a Roland d*avoir IbUiciti deslettres denoUeflej 
Yoici la T^rit^. Sa famille en avdit les privileges depuis plufieura 
fiecles, par charges, mais qui ne les tranfmettoient point) et par 
Topulence qui en foutient toutes les marqu^ armolres, chapelle, 
livreey fief, 4:c, 

** L*opti]ence difparutj elle fut fuivie d*une m^diocrit6 honnSte^ 
ct Roland avolt la perfpedtive de finir fes jours dans un domaine, le 
Urol qui rella i fa famille, et qui appartient encore a fon atn6 ; il 
crut avoir droit, par fon travail, a aHurer ^ fes defcendans un avan* 
tage dont fes aateurs avoient joui, et qu^il auroit d^daigne d'^acheter. 
II prelente fes titres en conlequence, pour obtenir des lettres de re^ 
connoiOance de noMefle ou d^annobliflement. C^toit au commence^. 
mcnt de 1784; je ne fjils quel eft rhommc qui, k cette epoque, ec 
dans fa fituation, cut cni con€rairea»fagefi(fd*eA fiiire autant. ' Je 

▼inft 
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He was the younger of five brothers, and as a con- 
fiderable part of the patrimonial fortune had been diP 
fipated, it was intended to get rid of, by placing him 
in the church. This he objefted to, as not fuiting 
his difpofition, and, at the age of nineteen, left the 
paternal manfion, and went to Nantes, with a view 
of failing to the Indies. 

The weak ftate of his lungs, accompanied with a. 
4>itting of blood, prevented the execution of thi^ pro* 
je<ft; he therefore repaired to Rouen, where his re- 
lation M. Godinot, an infpeftor of manufadures^ 
prc^ofed to him to follow this branch of adminift ration. 
«— -He complied with the invitation, and-foon diftin- 
guiihed himfelf by his induftry, adlivity, and, above 
aU> by his difintereffednefe. In confequence of hi» 
extraordinary merits, he was employed by govern- 
ment, and received an appointment, which^ if Wot 
commenfurate with his merits, at leaft fupplied all 
his wants, and fatisfied his ambition. His chief de* 
light was in ftudy ; he became a man of letters in his 
youth, and was a philofopher, not only in theory but 
in praftice. 

Rcfiding at Amiens, in 177S,. in his official capa- 
city, he happened to viiit at the houfc of a Madame 



vins a Paris, je vis bleotdt que l^s nouveaux faitendans du com^ 
QKrce» jaloux de fon anciennete dans une pvtw d^adminiftratioD- 
ou il en Tavoic plus qa*eux> en contradi^ion avec fes opinions (Ur 
la liberie du commerce qa^il defendoit avec viguevr, en lui donnant 
. l$s atteftations requiics de Ub grands travaux^ qu^ils^ne pouvoleat 
refufer, n*y mettroient pas Taccent qui &It reuiTir. Je ju^eai qu9^ 
C^ctoit uoe id«e a ialfler dorfloirnct je ne pouflai point les tentativM.**- 
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Cannot, from whom he heard a great deal about a 
very extraordinary young Parifian, called Mademoifelle 
Phlipon, the daughter of a refpe£lable artiflr, whofe 
pi^ure he at the fame time faw and admtred* As he 
repaired every winter to the capital, he requefted a 
letter of introdu&ion to the lady of whom he had 
hea^d fo much, and received one * from the hands of 
Sophia Cannet, who had lived for fome time in the 
feme convent, and carried on a regular correfpondence 
with her. 

On his arrival in Paris, he proceeded to her father's 
houfe, and found her in mourning for the death of a 
beloved mother. Her afflidions had tinted her lovely 
countenance with a foft and tender melancholy, 
which proved highly interefting to her philofophical 
vifitor, who, notwithftanding his admiration of the 
ancients, was captivated. at the fight of a handfome, 
modern French woman, of twenty one years of age. 
He himfelf at this period appeared to be rather more 
than forty, tall in perlbn, negligent in his attitudes, 
and with that kind of rujl about him, which ufually 
accompanies ftudions men. His manners, however, 
were at once fimple and eafy, and without poflefBng 
the elegance of high life, he feemed to ally the po- 

• ** Cettelettre tc fcra rcxnifc," m'ecrivoit ma bonne amic, « par 
le philofc^he, dont je t*ai fait quelquefbis mention, M. Roland de /# 
P/atiere, homme eclaire, de;. moeiH-s purcs, a qui Ton nc pcut rc- 
procher que fa grande admiration pour Ics anciens aux d^pens des 
modemcsqu*!! dcprifo, et Ic foible de trop aimer a parlcr de lui."— 
^ Ce portrait eft moins q<a*une ^uohe j mais le trait (e trouvoit jufte 
ctbicafaiil. 

jfjfel tt l*imferti0le f9jUrUe\^r la iiteyfvne Roland. 

litenefs 
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litencfe of a man of birth with the gravity of a 
philofopher. 

Although very thin, of a yellow complexion^ and 
with a forehead already beginning to appear bald 
yet his features were regular: but in the opinion of 
his raiftrefs he. feemed rather refpeSfahle than fi^ 
ducing. In difcourfe, his countenance evinced a 
fubtle kind of fmile% and he became extremelv ani- 
mated when he argued on any fubjeft. His voipe 
was mafculine, his periods were fhort, and his con- 
verfation full of matter, for his head was replete with 
Ideas. 

At that period he had juft returned from the tour 
of Germany; in 1776, he made preparatioits for vifit- 
ing It^ly, and as he had by this time conceived a gr«at 
regard for his new acquaintancje, he depofited all his 
manufcripts in her hand, which were to be at her 
difpofal„ if any misfortune fhould happen to him in 
the courfe of his journey. Such a confpicuous mark 
pf efteem appears to have afFeded her greatly, and 
perhaps laid the foundation of that regard which af- 
terwards produced a clofer union. 

During his abfence, one of his brothers, a bene- 
di£line prior of the college of Clugny, at Paris, a 
man of talents, gentle manners, and amiable charac- 
ter, often called on Mademoifelle Phlipon, with 
news concerning her lover, and he read to her his 
cbfervations on the men, manners, and manufac- 
tures of the countries through which he paffedj 
thefc were afterwards publiflicd. 

o« 
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On his return, M. Roland repeated his vifits, and 
akn intimate fricndfliip was fooii eftablifhed between 
them : but when, at the end of five years, he preflei 
her to marriage, the young lady at firft declined enter- 
ing into that ftate, from the moft generous motives : 
Ihe imagined the union might not be altogether 
agreeable to his family, and (he knew that it could 
not be advantageous, for although bred up in the ex- 
■ peftation of a large dowery, an income of five hun- 
dred livres a year, and her wardrobe, at this moment 
conftituted her fole fortune. 

Her. father, who was perhaps afraid of being quef- 
tioned by a fon-in-law, concerning the property 
which be had diffipated, refufed his confent to the 
union, after that of his daughter had been obtained. 
In confequence of this, ihe retired to a convent,, and 
M. Roland, affefted, on his return to town, at feeing . 
her appear at the grate, infilled on her immediately 
becoming his wife, and after obtaining his fuit, loved 
her more and more, in proportion as he became 
better acquainted with her many eftimable quali- 
ties. 

The firft year of their union was fpent in Paris, 
whether Roland had been calTed by the Intendants of 
Commerce^ who wiflied to make new regulations 
rcfpe£Hng manufaSures; regulations which he com- 
bated, in oppofition to his own private intereiR:, but. 
with all his might, becaufe founded on narrow no- 
tions, and hoftile to thofe principles of general li- 
berty, which he wiflied to introduce^ 

A a J>uring 
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During hi^ refidence in the capital, he caufed 
fome papers which he had drawn up for the academy 
to be prir>ted, and he prepared his manufcripts rela-* 
tive to Italy. 

Madame Roland, on this occafion, corredcd the 
proof fheets, and made out fair copies of his intended 
publication, relative to the South of Europe' She 
at the fame time went through a courfe of natural 
hiftory, applied herfelf to the ftudy of botany ; and 
as the health of her hufband was very delicate^ did 
not fcruple to fuperintend the management of the 
table, or even to prepare fuch difhes with her own 
hand, as were likely to agree with his delicate 
fiomach. 

The next four years were fpent at Amiens, where 
fhe became a mother * and a nurfe, without ceafing 
to participate in the literary labours of her hufband, 
who 5yas entrufted with a confiderable part of the 
New Encyclopedia. This happy couple never 
quitted their ftudy, but in order to vifit the neigh- 
bouring country; during thofe folitary rambles, 
Madame Roland made -an herbal of the plants of 
Picardy, and a tafte for aquatick botany, produced a 
little work on that fubjeft t- / 

In 1784, they removed to the generality of Lyons, 
and refided for fome time near Villefranche, in the 
houfe where M. Roland was born, along with his 

• She never had but one child— a lovely daughter, whom (tic 
herfelf fuckled, 9nd who.furvivcs her. 
•f UArt <Iu Tturlier. 

mother 
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mother and his eldeft brother, who Was a canon. 
Som6 domeftick chagrins feem to have rendered their 
ftay here rather difagrceable, for Madame la Platierc 
was ilKnatured, and her elcieft fon aiFe£bed a fuperio- ^ 
rity over the youngeft, whfch was intolerable to a 
man of a bold, original, and independent mind. Two 
of the winter months were conftantly fpent at Lyons, 
then coniidered as one of the firft citi^ of the king- 
dom^ and the refort of all the provincial nobility. 

In 1784, they vifited England, and in 1787 made 
the tour of Germany- 

On the death of Madame la Platiere, they refided 
chiefly at the femily manfion, called, Le Chs la Pla» 
'tiere<^ fltuated ri> the pari(h of Thezee. The fori 
does not appear fertile, but it produces excellent 
wine, and is the laft region of the vineyards on this 
fide of the high mountains of Beaujolois. 
' In this fylvan retreat, Roland purfued his literary 
labours in an uninterrupted fucceiSion, while his 
amiable confort entered into all the details of rural 
economy. The neighbouring peafantry in her found 
a friend, during the hour of diftrefe, and ihe became 
the phyficianof the adjacent country. 

In 1789, fhe fnatched her hufband from the rava- 
ges of a horrible malady; fet up fix days and nights 
without either fleepirg or changing her clothes, and 
nurfed him with uncommon tendernefs during a con- 
valefcence of fix months. 



f At this period M. Roland was well known to tfle prefent Pre- 
fiiicnt of the Royal Society, and vifited frequently s»t bis hoofc. 
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At length the period of the revolution arrived, 
and this refpeSable family, abandoning domeftick 
eafe, prepared both to^adl and to fufFer in the caufe 
of freedom. The friends of humanity, the adorers 
of liberty, they fondly hoped that the epoch of me- 
liorating the condition of the human race was ar- 
rived 5 and that the miferies of the lower orders in 
France, at which they had fo often wept, was about 
to be done away. In this difpofition of mind, they 
confidered the convocation of the ftates-general as 
a happy augury^ and hailed that great event with 
tranfport. 

Happening to be at Lyons about this time, the 
opinions of Roland converted many of his former 
friends into bitter enemies. Habituated to the felfifli 
calculations of commerce, they could not conceive 
how it was poflible to provoke and applaud thoib 
changes, by which the inferiour claffes were alone 
iikely to profit ! 

The patriots of that .dty,.on the other hand, were 
rejoiced to behold a man of femily, worth, and for- 
tune, attached to their interefts, and on the iirft 
formation of a municipality he was elefted one of the 
officers. In this ftation he foon diftinguilbed him- 
* felf by his tatents, and ftill more by his inflexible 
integrity. Thefe ineftimable qualities occafioned 
him to be employed in an important miffion to the 
conftituent aflembly. Dlfcuifions concerning com« 
merce at that period occupied the attention of the 
legiflature, and it was neceffary that the fecond city 
yi the empire, one too, fo famous for its population, 

opulence^ 
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'opulence, and ''manufaflures, fliould have a flcilful. 
agent in the capital to watch over its interefts. Th^. 
immenfe debts with which it was burthened? wai5 
alfo another confideration of no fmall confequence. * 

Roland was accordingly fixed upon, and he re» 
paired with his family to Paris, where he fpent st 
whole year, and (bon formed c^me^^ions that raifed 
him to the higheft dignities of tbp:ftite» His cha#* 
rafbr was already eftablifbed^ he Was a .meniibej q£ 
all the academies of the South of France^ :andfhlad» 
drawn up the cahiers of the city of Lyons, on 'tho 
convocation of the States General,, at the exprefs. 
recommendation of the fociety of agriculture.. 

After faithfully difcharging the various fun£Hons 
of his new appointment, he returned to his native 
province, and foon after learned that the office of in^ 
Jpe^or was aboliflied. Thirty-eight years of con-' 
ftant and affiduous fervice entitled him to Ibine pro- 
vifion> and it was with a view to obtain this, that he 
returned to the capital in December 179 1 5 but he 
foon found that the fituation of publick affairs was 
fuch, that, particular interefts mufl give way, and he 
accordingly feems from that moment to have abant 
doned every idea of an indemniEcatlon* 

It was at that period he formed an acquaintance 
with BrifTot: this circumftance contributed greatlji 
to decide his future deftiny. ' By bim he was intro- 
duced to the Jacobin club, then an aflemblage ol 
the moft enlightened patriots of the age^ but he 
never afcended the tribune* Soon after his admiffion 
lie was nominated a member of the committee of 
Aa3 corre« 
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coYrefpohdenCle, and as he was affifted hy his wife, his" 
Induftrjr was confidefed as exemplary. 

Several deputies of the aflcnrtMy were accuftomed 
to meet in a large apartment tn the Plaa t^endomef 
and Roland, whofe knowledge and integrity were 
now generally known, was invited to repair thither % 
bat ifae diftanc<^"t(te fo great from the quarter in 
which he liv^, that he went but feldom. The few 
fime$ he appeared there encreafed, however, the gobdi 
opiAkm before conceived of him, and led to his im« 
Ibediate advancement. 

PubHck affairs, at this period^ afltimed a doudy 
afpeft, and much jealoufy had been excited by the fud 
pfcious condu£b of the court. The adminiftratiom 
was compofed of men unfriendly to the caufc of li- 
berty, arid l>y their aftions they appeared far from 
being Indifpoftd to overturn a conftitution whidi the 
King had relu^ntJy fworn to maintain, and which 
Ife feemedi defirous'to overthrow on the firft favour* 
able ep()©rtunity. His fecret advifers, however, 
began to be afraid of the confequences ; for the 
whole nation was aroufed. It was firid^ that if 
Louis were fincere, inftead of choofing his minifter^ 
from among the adherents of the ancient fyftem, he 
wiHild Mtfit ptiblick functionaries, whofe iivifm wa» 
unspotted* i 

FcHar of wi»knefs atiength inclined the covrt to 
kfteit to the gene#i) wifli) and it vras decided with 
#i|uil fetfeoy Mid cifnning, either to gaki over thif 
new mniftersy or diimift them. It was accordinglf 
a^rded up#ft> that a jpatl^iot admkuftratioii fliouM be 
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foroied; and as fotne of th« Girondifis were confultedi 
as to the proper peribns to be put in noniin3tion> the 
committee of the Place Vendime inftand/ pointed 
out Roland, a$ an able man who had written on fe* 
veral different branches of adminiftration) who pof- 
fefled experience, enjoyed an unfuUied reputation,- 
and who, to a proper age and exemplary morals, added 
a decided attachment to liberty, the principles of 
^ich he had inculcated in his writings, anteriour to> 
the connnencement of the revolution. 

The King, who was not unacquainted with thefe 
ia£ts, coniented, and BrifTot waited on Madame Ro^ 
]and, in order to found her about the inclinations of 
her hulband, refpefiing fo important a charge as that 
of Minifter of the-Home Department 

Roland was not infenfibk either to the refponfibi-* 
Uty attached to fuch an office, or the dangers and 
difficulties accompanying bis acceptance of it, at 
fuch a critical period. But he was convinced, on 
the other hand, that his intentions were pure, his de- 
figcB honourable; and he accordingly accepted Ae 
appointment, with a fixed determination to exercife 
his fun£lions no longer than he could prove fervice- 
able to the ftate. 

The very next day Dumouriez, then at the head 
of the foreign department, called on Roland, in com* 
pany with Briflbt, to announce that the King had 
chofeii him minifter of the interibur ; he at the fanie 
time aiTured his new colleague of the fincere iaten- 
tions on the part of his Msjefty^ to fijpfwrt the c >r- 
ftitution, and hoped that the political machine wouM 
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move with uniformity, as but one opinion wSulcf 
thenceforth prevail in the c^ibinet. 

The fucceeding morning was tKe time fixed for 
prefenting the new minifter, after which he was to 
take the oaths, and his feat at the council board.' It* 
was ufual on thofe occafions to repair thither in what 
was termed a court drefs ; but this did not fuit the 
ftmple manners of the philofopher to whom the horiie 
department was now entrufted. On the contrary, 
he went to the palace, arrayed as ufual, with a few thin 
filvery hairs,' fimply combed down his venerable head, 
a round hat, a plain brown coat, and his {hoes tied with 
black ribands ♦. No fooner did the courtiers receive 
intimation of this event, and beheld a philofopher 
difdaining to fubje£l htmfelf to their miferable r//- 
fuetu, than they furveye^d him with a certain degree 
of horrour, and complained of the fcandal likely to 
enfue from his conduct f* 



* When Dr. Franklin had a conference M^ith Louia XVXv he 
coald not be prevailed upon to alter any part o£ his drefs. 

f ** Ces valets de la cour^ qui attacbolent la plus^ande impor« 
tance }l Tetiquette dont lis tesoient leur exigence, le confiderent 
avec fcandaTe et mSme une forte d*effroi $ Tun d'e\ix s^approche de 
Dumouriez en fron^ant le fourcil, et lui dit a Toreilie, en montfaiit 
des yeux Tobjet de fa conftemation : 
' — »^« Monfieur 1 point de boucles a fts fouliers!— — >** 

** Dumouriez, prSte a la reparcie^ et fe revetant d*ua (erieux. 
comlquf s*£crie. 

—— *« Monflenr! tout eft perdu I**- 

« Le valct counit bientdt ct fit lire ccux qui en avoient Ic m<rin» 
ewi*." 

Louis> 
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, Loui^, who had now admitted the patriots into the 
adminiflration of publick affairs, endeavoured to gain 
their confidence, and be fucceeded fo effe£iuaily dur- 
ing the Hvil three week^ that they were enchanted 
with his conduct, and aflually began to felicitate 
themfelves on having miftaken his charadlen His 
Majefty, however, did not feem difpofed to proceed 
to bufmefs, and employed the time fpent at the coun- 
cil table in joking withDumouriez,afking queftipns 
refpefting commerce and manufeSures from Ro- 
land, and in reading the French gazettes, or the 
Englifh journals. 

Whenever the new minlft^rs wilhed to decide re* 
lutive to the condu<9: of the Auftrians, he carefuHy 
eluded the difcuiHon, but at the fame time manifefted 
the moi^ marked repugnance to hoftilities. 

At length the menacing attitude afliimed by the 
court of Vienna produced a crifis. SerVan, the mi- 
nifter at war,Vpropofed to the affembly the format 
tion of a camp of twenty thoufand men, under th^- 
walls of Paris. This fchemc was adopted with en- 
thufiafm, as was alfo another for repreiEng the refrac- 
tory clergy, who wifhed to ftir up a Ipirit of &nati- 
cifm among the people. - * * 

All the fix minifters fcpported theJTe two decrees^ 
as abfolutely neceflary in the then pofture of affairs | 
but the court, which had fchemed the return of thfc 
ancient defpotifm, by means of partial revolts on anm 
hand, and a fecret communication with the foreign 
enemy on the otlier, became excelEvely alarmed oa 
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hearing of meafures fo admirably calculated to fruf- 
tr2(te ill their plans. 

. The King had determined to refufe his fandionv 
but he did not wifli to- give a direft negative, and 
therefore delayed to fignify his- refoiution, in order 
to ^ain. time, and form a new mlniftry^. To enable 
him to accomplifli this, the Queen fent for Dumbu^* 
riez>and had feveral conferences with that crafty^ene- 
ralj-who had become tired of colleagues who were too 
afuftere in their manners to be agreeable to him, a:nd 
too well acquainted with the world, to be im^ofed 
upon by his intrigues. They did not approve of the 
appointment of Bonne-Carrere,for whom be had pro- 
cured t]ie crofs of St. Louis, and had nominated di^ 
redor-general of foreign affairs, becaufe they conii- 
dered him. as a mere intriguer^ equally deftitute d£ 
talents and character. Roland alfo, had reproached 
the minifter himfelf with hts condu£t, as he had dif* 
covered. that one hundred thoufand livres were lodged 
at a notary's, by way of payment for a publick office, 
which money was to be ihared between his confident 
tial fecretiry and his miftrefs Madamc« Beativert. * 
- No fooner did the minifter at the head of the fo- 
reign department find himfelf deteSed, and perceive 
at the fame time that the greater part of the other 
minifters werQ difagreeable to the King, than he de*- 
fermined to procure their difmiffioh, and proceed to 
« Rew nomination. Roland, on the other hand, be- 
ing refolved to come to an immediate explanation 
with his Majefty, and, either prevail- upon him to af- 
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fcnt to the two decrees, or, in the event of a refufal, 
cive in his own refignation, determined to tranfmit 
his fentiments on this fubjefl. Accordingly, when 
the King requefted the written opinions of all the 
members of the council^ Roland feized that opportu- 
nity of conveying the famous letter * to the £xecu-> 
tive; a performance written with a boldnefs to 
which Louis had been unaccuftomed, and evidently 
compofed in the confidence that the Prince was 
unfiripdly to the conftitution he had fworn to 
maintain : 

« Sire, 
" The prefent ftate of affairs iaFrance cannot bp 
of long duration. . It is a crifls at its htgheft degree 
of violence, and muft terminate in a fhock that intt- 
refls your Majefty as. much as it does the whole em- 
pire* Honoured with your confidence, and placed 
in a fituation in which it behoves me to (peak the 
truth to you, I venture to do it without difguife ; it 

* Madame Roland appears to have held the pen on this oc* 
cafion ! 
♦ " Je fis la femeufe lettre, &c. 

*' Je reviens I la lettre, qui ft tracee d*un trait^ comme a-pcu- 
pr^ tout ce que jt feifpis de ce genre; car fentir la necefllte, la cdd- 
venance d'une chofe, conccvoir ion bon efTet, deArcr de ie pro* 
duire, et jeter au moiile ^o^jet dont cet f ffet devoit refuker, n*eu>it 
pour moi qu^une vc.^jfu: operation. 11 etoit p'is dans le cabinet 
de mon nuri, ce Pacbe^ qui dans la m#me ann^e, fit calomnier Roland, 
«t nous fait pourfuivre aujovrd'hoi comme £nnemis -de la llberf^.* 
Lorfque nous li^mcs cette lettre entre nous: <* C'e(l une <ietiuirciiej 
luenhardiel" ** Difoit alors cet hypociite que je prenois poiir )Ui 
Age.— — Hardic ! (kns dotitej mals elle eft juftc ct neciffairci 
^u'lmportclereite?** . J • • 

is 



y Google 



2j6 M. ROLAND. 

18 indeed an obligation under which your Majefty 
yourfelf has laid me. 

•* The French have given thcmfclves a conftitu- 
tion, and it has produced malecontents and rebels.—- 
The majority of the nation approve of and have 
fworn to maintain it at the expence of their lives. 

" They have confidered die war with fatisfaSion, 
as the grand expedient for eftabli(hing the conftitu- 
tion'j yet, buoyed up by hopes, the minority have 
exerted their united efforts againft it. Hence arifes 
that inteftine conlift with the laws, that anarchy 
which all good citizens lament, and of which ill- 
difpofed people have not failed to take the advantage, 
in order to countenance their afperfions againft the 
new government. 

** Hence thofe opinions which are every where 
fpread abroad, and every where fomented ; for in no 
part is indifference of opinion to be found. The 
friumph or the change of Ihe conftitution is the cry 
of all;- they labour either to maintain or to new- 
model it. I fliall only touCh upon what the prefent 
circumfhmces of things require, and with the ptmofl 
impartiality fuggeft an idea of the turn affairs may 
beexpeded to take, and what nxeafures would be 
prudent to adopt. » 

* You enjoyed. Sire, great prerogatives, and 
which, indeed, your Majefty conceived to be inherent 
ta royalty. Bred up under the idea of preferving 
fbofc psemgatives, you could not fee yourfelf de- 
fhrived of them with fatisfeaion. The defire of re- 
covecing them was as natural as the regret you felt 
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at their diflblution. Thefe ientiment^, which are 
natural to the human hearty have had their proper in«^ 
duence on the minds of the anti*revoIutionifts« 

" They have, accordingy, depended upon being fc-. 
cretly favoured by your Majefty, until circumftances 
permitted an open declaration in their behalf. This^ 
pofture of things could not but have been evident to 
the whole nation; and it was fufficient to put men 
upon their guard. Your Majefty has then been al- 
ways under the neceifity, of ,either yielding to the 
force of habit and private inclination, or of making 
fecrifices dilated by philofophy, and called for by 
ucceiHty. * 

** Every thing has Its term of duration, and that 
of uncertainty has at length arrived. Can your Ma- 
jefty openly ally yourfelf with the pretenc|ed reform- , 
ers of the conftitution ? or is it incumbent upon you 
generoufly to give yourfelf entirely up to promote its 
triumph f Such is the true ftatement of a queftion, 
the fohition of which the prefent ftate of things ren- 
ders of inevitable neceffity.- 

" As to the metapbyfical query, * Whether the 
French are^ipe for liberty?* it is foreign to th« 
fubjeft before us: for it is not our bufinefs to con- 
fider what we fliould become in a century hence, but 
to fee what the prefent generation are capable of. 

*' In the midft of the fermentations of the four laft 
years, what has taken place ? Privileges burdenfotoe 
to the lower orders of the community have been abo- 
liihed; the ideas-of juftice and equality have been uni^ 
verfklly fprcad abroad \ they have found their way 
B b every 
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every where. The ackrvowledgemcnt of the rightis 
of the people, which has been folemnljr allowed) is 
become a facred doctrine in politicks* 

<* The hatred againft the nobles had been long 
fmce riiTpired by tfae nature of the feudal fyftem ; it 
is now increafed $nd exafperated by their manifeft 
pppofidon to the conftitution. The people confi- 
dered thefe nobl^ in aa odious light, on account of 
the opprefBve privileges they enjoyed ; but they 
would have forgot their hatred on the abolition of 
thofe privileges, if the condud; of the nobility fince 
that period had not aSbrded every reafon to confider 
their rank with difguft, and to oppofe it as an irre* 
concikable enemy to their wdl-being. 

" The publick attaclunent to the conftitution in- 
creafed in like proportion: the people not only dep- 
rived eflential advantages from it, but wereperfuaded 
flill greater benefits were preparmg, fince thofe 
who were accuftomed to opprefs them were en* 
deavouring with fuch earneftnefs. to deftroy or to 
modify it. 

, ^ The declaration of rights is become a political 
gofpel, and the French conftitution a j-eligion ; in 
the defence of which the people are ready to periih. 
Thus their zeal fometimes went fo far as to fupply 
the place of lawj and when its influence was not 
fufficient ta reftrain the difturbers of the publick 
peace, the citixens took upon themfelves the talk of 
puiiiflung them. 

" It is thus the pofllelEons of the emigrants have 

been expofed to the ravages incited by vengeance.-^ 

5 . Thus 



yGooQle 



gi 



M. ROLAND. 279 

Thus fo many departments were under the neceflity of 
adopting fevere meafures in refpeft to the clergy whom 
the^HiWicIc opinion had profcribed, and of whom fome 
,would otherwife have been viftims to its refentment. 
" Jn the collifion of intefefts, every fentiment af- 
fumed the tone of paflion. Our country is not a mere 
word, created by the warmth of i magi nation ; it is a 
being to which we offer facrifice ; to which we are . 
the more attached by the. very folicitude it brings 
upon us; which we love on account of the benefits 
we hope to derive from it; and every injury offered 
tabur native land proves the means of incrcafing 
our enthufiafm. 

" To what a height did this enthufiafm rife, when 
the machinatbns of foreign enemies were added to 
thofe of the domeftick fo3, in order to perpetrate all 
that could be conceived wicked and fatal ? The fer-" 
mentation is extreme in various parts of the em- 
pire J it will burft upon us with a dreadful explofion^ 
unlefs it be calmed by reafonable confidence in your 
Majefty's intentions : but this confidence will not be 
eftablifhed by mere promifes and pfoteflations^ itcsLtx 
only reft upon fails. 

^ The French nation know that their conftitution 
call fuftain itfelf, and government will have all ne** 
ceflary aid> whenever your Majefty, wifhing well to 
the conftitution, (hall fupport the legiflative body,, by 
, caufing their decrees to be executed, and thus do away 
every pretext for popular difcontent, and every hopi 
of the difaffeSed. 

Bb2 <*For 
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" For inftance, two important decrees' have been 
iflued; both eflentially concern public tranquillity 
and the welfare of the empire : their not being fanc- 
tioned gives birth to miftruft ; if this be put off, i t vriJl 
create malecontents i and it is my duty to fayjin the 
prefent pffervefcence of the people's minds, difcontent 
may lead to any thing. It is no longer time to re- 
cedes it is no longer, time to temporize. The revo-^ 
lution is eftabliflied in the publick mind; it will ba 
completed by the effufion of blood, if wifdom does 
not guard againft evils which can yet be warded ofK 

*' If force were recurred to in order to reftrain 
the National Affembly— if terrour were .fpread 
through Paris, and difunion and confternation in its 
vicinity — Francp would rife with indignation; and, 
diffra<5led by the horrours of a civil war, fhe would 
difplay that gloomy energy, the parent of virtues and 
Climes, but ever fatal to thofe who provoke it. - 

" Publick fafety and your Maj^fty's individual hap* 
pinefs are clofely linked together; no power can di- 
vide them; diftrefles and misfortunes will gather 
round your throne, if it do not reft on thebafis.of the 
conftitution, and be eftabliflied on that peace, which 
the maintenance of it Vill at length produce in our 
favour. ^ ; 

" Thus the ftate of the publick mir^d, the circum- 
ftances of the tim^s, political reaforis, your Majefty's 
own intereft, render it indifpenfible for you to join 
the legiflative body, and to concur in the nation's 
;wiU* The nation confiders as a neceifity what prin* 
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dpfes pofrtt otft as a duty; but Ae natural ferrfiBility 
of this fond people holds out another motive. Yoct 
were cruelly deceived, Sire, when wicked men en* 
deavoured to excite uneafineft and miftruft in youf 
breaft, injurious to this kind peeple^-<his people fo ' 
eafily afFeded. 

" By being perpetually taught n<^ to confide in 
the nation, youc own condnft alarmed them. Let 
the people fee that you are willing the eonftitution 
ihould take its courfe— the conftitution to which 
they have united their happinefe, and you will foofi 
become the objedl of thanks. 

^* The condu£i of the dergy in many parts of the 
kingdom, and the pretext they fiirmfli for commo- 
tions, have occafioned a wife taw to be enafted 
agaihft thofe difturbers of the peace. Let your Ma- 
jefty's fan<Stion be given to it. The publick tranquil- 
lity and the^ fafety of the clergy folicit it. If this^ 
law be not put in force, the departments will be 
obliged to fubftitute fevere meafures, as they have ' 
every where done, and the people will fiipply its 
place by violence^ 

** The attempts of our enemies, the fermentationr 
in the capital,, the extreme difquietude arifing froni 
the condud of your guard, and which the teftimonio'. 
of fatisfa6tion given to that body> contained in your 
proclamation (a meafure truly impolttick under ftich 
circumftances) ftiH keep up ; the fituation of Paris ;.' 
its proximity to the ffontiers, — ail contribute to Ihcw 
th^ neceffity of a camp in its neighbouriiood. This' 
meafure, the y/iSdom and urgency ef which i^re al-^ 
• B b 3 lowed 
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lowed by thinking men, waits only for the fandion 
of your Majefty. 

** Why fliould delay create an appearance of re-' 
gret on the part of your Majefty, when difpatch 
would deferve gratitude on ours ? Already have the 
thachinations of the StafF of the Parifian national 
guards againft this meafure, caufed men to (ufpeSt 
that they aft under fuperiour influence— already the 
clamours of certain outrageous demagogues raife fuf- 
picion} already the public opinion expofes the inten- 
tions of yovir Majefty. 

" A little more delay, and the afliifled people will 
imagine they perceive in their King the friend and 
the accomplice of confpirators.— Good heaven! are 
th^ powers of the earth ftricken with blindnefs ! and 
will they never attend to any counfels, but fuch as 
lead thepi on to ruin ! 

*^ I am aware that the language of truth is feldom 
well received in courts; I am likewife fenfible, that 
as her voice is hardly ever heard there, revolutions 
confeqiiently enfue. 

•* Above all, I know that I ought to fpeak the 
truth to your Majefty, not only as a citizen, fubjed 
to the laws, but as a minifter honoured with your 
confidence, or invefted with fiin^ions that imply it j 
nor do I know what can hinder me from fulfilling a 
duty which I feel to be incumbent on me ! With 
the fame intentions I ihall reiterate my obfervations 
to your Majefty on the utility and neceffity of en- 
forcing the law, which prefcribes that there Ihould 
be a ffcretary of the council. This law fpeaks fo 
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'powerfully that the execution of it fiiould imme* 

, diately follow. 

" In fhort, it is neceflary, for the fake of refponfible 
minlflers, to ufe means to eftablifii fedatenefs, wi(^ 
dom, and caution, in the deliberations of the council/' 
Next morning the King turned his back on Servap^ 
who happened to wait on him about' fome official, 
matters ; and Dumouriez inftantly demanded the port. 

f$Iso of the Minifter of War, in his Majefty's name. 
A few hours after, Duranthon, the Minifler of Juf- 
tice, who had confented to refign, along with his col- 
leagues, was fent for to the caftle, and returned with 
two letters, fignifying the difmiffion of Clavieres an4 
Roland. 

No fooner had the Minifter of the Home Depart- 
ment received this intimation, than he inftantly com- • 
municated it to the Aftembly, and at the fame time 
tranfmitted a copy of the letter he had fent on the 
preceding evening to the Kin^. When the Prefi- 
dent communicated thefe papers, the deputies, as if 
a^uated by one common foul, unanimoufly voted, 
that the Minifter of the Interiourhad'" retired with 
the thanks and gratitude of his country.** 

Trifling as this may appear at the prefent mo- 
ment, certain it is that the event bad a prodigious 
e(Fe£t on the publick mind, by tending to difclofe 
the intentions of the Court, and rendering the fubfe- 
quent condu(ft of the King fufpicious. 

From that moment the royalifts and the republi- 
cans may be fairly faid to have entered the lifts, in 
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order to dcci4e whether France was henceforth to 
become a monarchy or a commonwealth. 

With a view to multiply his adherents, the King 
expended immenfe funis of money, gave away fome 
thoufands of croflfes of St. Louis, attempted to cor^ 
rupt feveral of the popular leaders, and adually paid 
and retained his body guards, after they had been 
Afbanded by the legiflature. 

At length, on the loth of Auguft, the palace was 
aflailed and taken, nearly the whole of the garrifort 
was cut in pieces, and the King and royal family 
Were made prifoners, Roland, Clavieres, and Servan,. 
the minifters who wifhed to have prevented this ca- 
taftrophe, but whofe opinions had enfured their dif- 
grace, were inftantly recalled, and three new ones 
added, Danton having been appointed to the depart- 
ment of juftice, Le Brun to that of foreign affairs^ 
and Monge to the marine *. 

The 



* On this occafion, Rolantl and Dumouriez once naore became, In . 
fome meafure, coUeagues; but the following. letter, frcxn the fbr- 
iper to the latter, fully demoaftrates^ that the miniiler bad not 
forgotten his former conduct. 

**' Political changes feem ta be at various as thofe of war.-^ 
I mn once more in the council ; you are at the head of the armies.. 
It is your duty to efface the wrongs of your adminiftration, and 
to fulfil the dciliny that leads- to your glory ! 

*• You were drawn into an intrigue, intended to prove preju- 
dicial to your coUeaguesy and in your turn were tricked by thsU; 
Murt, with which you wiihed to be on good terms. 

** But you ipmewhas refemble tbofe imcient chevaliers, who>- at 
liaMSy make little miftakes, whicb they tbemfelves are the firA to 
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The Minifter of the Home Department inftantly 
recommenced his labours, and as it was deemed ne- 
ceflary to infufe a greater portion of fpirit into the 
more diflant departments, the legislative aflembjy 
voted one hundred thoufand livres for that purpofe. 
With this view he employed Louvet to publifli the 
Sentinelled he tranfmitted thebeft of the patriotick 
journals to the popular focieties gratis^ and alfo fent 
writings in favour of liberty to the cures or confti- 
tutlonal reSors of the different parilhes, and fuch 
zealous citizens as appeared to have the good of 
their country at heart* Out of the fum granted, 
thirty-four thoufand livres only were expended. 

At length a few fanguinary men dipped their hands 
in the blood of the clergy and ariftocracy, an J 
many members of both were deliberately murdered 
in the prifons, after 'a mock trial. Roland, and the 



laugh aCy and yet, notwitbdanding thlss difplay great gallantly 
when the point of honour is in queition. 
. ** It muft be confeiT&d, if this chara^er does not'altogether accor4 
with republican auderity, that it proceeds from thofe manners 
which we have not as yet ^ot rid of, and for which Ive ought to " 
pardon you, if you only procure us a few victories. 

<* While a member of -the council, you will always find »)♦ 
ready to fecond your enterprifes, fo long as they (haJl have the 
publick good for their obje^^ I am deaf to all private coniidera^ 
tions when that comes in queftlon, and I will cherifii yon a& one 
of the defenders of my country, if you devote yourfcif fmcerely 
to its fervice.V 

This letter was tranfmitted to Damouriez when be went to the . 
frontiers, in order to combat at the head of that army, which for 
opportunely repulfed the PruflTianfi and Auftrlims* 

> . deputies 
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deputies of the Gir^nde^ equally (hocked at the injuf- 
tice and the impolicy of thefc proceedings, complained 
aloud, and endeavoured to bring thofe concerned ia 
the September maflacres to condign punifliment. 

On this point all good men appear to have agreed; 
but there was another on which there exifteda fatal 
difFerehce of opinion: this was the puniflinient of 
the King, There feems to have been no doubt, on 
the minds of any of the deputies, as to the queftion 
of guilty and the iron 'cheft, which a blackfmith * of 
Verfailles had difcovcred to the Minifter of the Home 
Department, difclofed a correfpondence that appeared 
to afcertain the fa£k. It was merely on the policy f 
©f the meafure, then, that the difpute arofe, for 
the Giri^nde were too well informed not to perceive 
that the execution of Louis, and a war widi Eng- 
land, would naturally follow eacR other. 

Roland wiftied to avoid the evils that enfued, and 
on this^ very account becanie unpopular. His houfe^ 
fcrnaerly reverenced as if it had been the hn&u2Ltf 
of the Divinity, was now treated with outrage ; liis 
perfon and that of his wife were threatened with 
every indignity, and the lives of both were frequently 
in the mod imminent danger J. 

_ !*■■ , ■ II I ■ ■■ I.— I , . ,1 , I ,. I . I ■ II ■ II . - I I , II - I ■ ■ — 

• Gamin. f " Certes ! Roland abhoiToit la tyrannic, et 

croit Louis ^ooapabie^ mais it ▼onloit affurer la liberty ct il la crue» 
liemiuc d^ que les mauvaifes tetes eurent priis Tafcendant.'* 

X They were twice prevailed upon by their friends to flcep ftom . 
home, hat refoived not to comply with any future folicitations of the 
feme land Madame Roland had always piftols under her pillow^ 
in order to prevent violaiion, by m«ans of a voluntary death ! - 

Oft 
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On thi^ ocdkfion the populace were inflamed to 
vengeance, by means of die moft diabolical arG. Ro^ 
land was at one time reprefented as being a royalift; 
at another, he was conneded with the commotions of 
La Vendee, which now began to aflume a terrifying 
afpefl, and it was even fetd, that he was in league 
with the Duke, of Brunfwick. It was alfo induftri- 
ckifly circulated, that he was an ex^nMey and longed 
for the return of the ancient government ! 

' CoHet d'Herbois, who wiihed ht the management 
of the home department, and confidered the minifler 
as his rival, ftirredxip the Jacobins againft him, while 
Hebert, the fubftitute of the Commune of Paris, in 
his paper called Ptre Duchefne^i publi&ed daily Hbels 
with a view to encreafe the odium. 

The Mountain party at length determined to crufh 
their enemies with a fingle Mow. Accordingly, on 
the 31ft of May, having filled all the municipal 
offices with their own Creatures, they procured the 
mayor of Paris to prefent a petition, demanding the 
heads of the Girondifis, Th^ffembly at firft tef- 
tificd its indrgnation at To horrid a propofition, but 
it was menaced by an armed force, and the fan<5hiary 
of the laws was violated by the vileft of the popu-. 
lace. Amar, the deputy, was bafe enough to bring 
in a report againft his own colleagues, founded on 
the weakeft and moft ridiculous fufpicions, and the 
Minifter of the Home Department was implicated 



* His name, and that of his friend^ the deputy Louvetj had been 

tck owt fi^m the- lift of members a little Wore this. 
alon^ 
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aJang with nearly all t^ie able, good) and virtuous 
men, in the cemmonwealth. Such a bloody pro-^ 
fcription had not been witneflfed fmce the days of 
Sylla, and neither under the triumvirs, nor the em- 
perours (the heroick.ages of Roman cruelty !) did (b 
many illuftrious men periCh at one time, 
, Roland, who remained in office fo long as he could 
z6k with honour, had at length refigned, that his 
name might net be employed tO countenance crimes, 
the very mention of which ftruck him with horrour. 
He at the (ame time delivered in a faithful ftatement 
of the publrck accounts, and with a fcrupuloflty that 
ought to have put the defaulters of the day to the 
biu(h> entered into a minute detail of the expenceii 
of his office, exhibiting receipts for every livre ifTued 
during his adminiflration. 

In the mean time he found it neceflary to leave 
Paris, and conceal himfelf, in order to prefcrve his 
life. He was inftigated to this by Madame Roland, 
who, trufting to her innocence, and flill more perhaps 
to her fej(, remained at home. But (he was denounced, 
and although ' claimed by her fe<Stion, and even put 
under its^ protection, was arrefted, and carried to 
prifon. 

At the end of a few days fhe was fet at liberty, 
under pretext that the necefTary forms had not been 
complied with; but this was only to render her 
rnore completely miferable, as ihe had no fooner 
put her foot within her own door, than fhe was once 
more feized, and conveyed to another jaiL It would 
have been fome confolation to have known, that i 

V refiji 
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refided in the fame apartment of the Jbbaye that had 
contained her friend the deputy Briflbt,' and the he- 
roine Charlotte Cordet; but (he did not learn this 
circumftance until a little before her death. 

No fooner did the murder of the wife reach the 
cars of the huftand, than he alfo prepared for his 
fate. Madame Roland, a little before her execution, 
had prophefied that he would not fi4j^vive her, and he 
now fulfilled the too fatal prefage. 

Having been indebted hitherto for an afylum to a 
female friend, who had rifked her own life in order 
to preferve his, he determined tha£ flie fliould not b^ 
implicated in his fate. He accordingly left her hoipi* 
table maniion, and repairing to a fpot on the great road 
leading to Rouen, there gave hirafelf the fatal blow. 

Thus died by his own hand, in the fixtieth year of 
his age, the Neftor of the revolution, the venerabj^ 
Roland, a man fitted rather for the republics of« 
Greece and Rome, 4 n their pureft days, than for any 
of the degenerate governments of modern times. To 
unite confiderable talents with great virtues, natural 
ftidowments with acquired knowledgc> republicaii 
fentiments with amiable manners, auftere morals witl^ 
a heart full of fenfibility, a cruel death with a fpotlcfs 
life;— fuch were the fate and charafter of this virr 
tuous miniften Perhaps none of the parties, when 
ther royal, ariftocratical, or republican, that appeared 
during the whole courfe of the revplution, have pro- 
duced a purer character; and there is no country in 
Europe but might have gloried in giving birth to fucb 
'an enlightened, illuftrious, and difmtertifted citizen. 

^ C C PAYAJf^ 
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Although Payan Could not be confidered as a chief 
among the revolutionifts of his time, yet tfie kind of 
ftation he filled required picked mzn^ and fuch as were , 
not likely to flinch in the -hour of danger. He ptfr- 
formed, during a whole year, the abominable fundion 
of prcfident to one of the revolutionary tribunals of 
Paris, and was only removed from it to occupy the 
place of national agent to the commune, or, in other 
Vrords, to be Robeipierrc's agent in the city." 

The affair of the blonde perruque^ which like 
J&anquo*s ghoft made the French Macbeth's hair 
ftand on end, deferves to be mentioned, as it fliows 
to what miferable expedients men are driven who 
hive deviated from juftice, to prolong fh'eir furrep- 
titious authority. 

On the day confccrated to ihe Supreme Being, 
tiie miftrefs of one of the decemvirs fhowed her 
head at the balcony window of the committee room, 
adorned with thefe artificial trefles,. Another lady, 
of the fame quality, the chere afhie of Barrere, who 
had alfo placed herfelf at the window for the con- 
venience of feeing the proceffion, was flufbed with 
^vy on pbferving that every eye was attraSed by 
her rival. Women fight with gentler weapons than 
men : the rival head, therefdre, was not to be devoted 
to the guillotine but the cheveux poftiches^ the allur- 
ing peruke was to be denounced. Accordingly Payan 
had inftru&ions to avenge the affront, and to check 

th« 
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the extravagancies of drefs in the mufcadines. of Pa- 
ris, He next day made a fpeech at the coramune 
againil blonde perrugues^ reprefenting them as being 
made from the hair of the perfons guillotined, pre- 
pared in an efpecial manner for the purpofe ; of courfp 
the wearing them was voted counter-revolutionary. 

Payan was from Pol-les-fontaiius^ in the ci-devant 
Pays d^ Orangey and was a means of eftablifliing t 
revolutionary tribunal in the capital of that county, 
where Fauvetty boafted that in eighteen days thejr 
had completed one hundred and ninety-fevtin trials, 
or in words almoft fynonimous, pronounced one hun- 
dred and ninety-feven condemnations. 

The greifi^r (fecretary) of the tribunal, the ma- 
gift rates of which were oflF-fets from the grand 
trunk in the metropolis, wrote to his patrons, that 
*^ fuch was the fituation of Orange, that th*ey had 
placed the holy guillotine fo as that the heads which 
fell under its axe might bow homag-e to the Maun^ 
tain" This was called, by the unthinking revo- 
lutionifts of the moment, une allegeric prechtij'e ! '- 
The 9ih Thermidor was the day which liniied 
Payan's fate to that, of Robefpierre, for it feems 
Lochefis entwined three threads in one. He was not 
infenfible of his danger, but he did not fuffer his 
apprchenfion to get the better of his faculties, like 
fonve others in the fame fituation. He was vigilant, 
and courageous ; he obtained the arnte of the com- 
mune for beating the generale^ and founding the 
tocfin, although ah exifting iaw made it death to do 
fo, unlefs by order of the legiflature. It v^as at his 
Cc 2 inftance 
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inftance that Henriot was required ta aflemble the 
arnied force, and to Terid to the newly formed cam*- 
tniitee of execution musquets, pifltols, and ammu- 
nition. Above all, he obtained the following arrete : 
^ The council general orders that the commandant 
general of the armed force of Paris (hall dired the 
people to aft againft the confpirators who opprefs 
the patriots, and that he (hall deliver the Convention 
from the oppreffion of. the counter-re volutionifts.** 
He alfo wrote this notice to all (he gaol-keepers of 
Paris : " We enjoin you, citizeni.upon your refpon- 
Ubilty, to receive no prifoners, nor to give liberty to 
any one, except by the orders of the adminiftration 
of the polic^e*** It was thefe prompt movements 
of Payan that refcued Robefpierre and his colleagues 
from prifon, by fending commiflioners, with a party 
of gens JCarmes^ to the different places of deten- 
tion. 

^ Such efforts, had they not been directed againft 
the genius of liberty, wculd have fuccceded; but they 
were, according to the new vocabulary, Uhertlcide^ 
and they fpeedily produced the cry of vive la con-' 
vention under the very windows of the town-halh 
Upon hearing that found, he exhibited the fiift out- 
ward demonftration of fear ; he trembled ; he was 
overpowered foon after, and was executed with his 
party the next day, the 28th of July, 1794, in the 
' twenty-fevcnth year of his age. 
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CaFFlNHALi 

Another preficlent of a revolutionary tribunal in 
Paris* As dbefe tribunals were the producer of po- 
litical ranknefs, they grew and fpread furprifinglyj 
Co that from one root feveral branches vfere taken> 
which equally produced bitter and deadly fruits* 

CofHnhal was appointed a judge in one of thefe 
feftional courts, among which there appeared to b« 
an emulation which could run over juftice th^ 
fafteft. 

He had been firft a phyfician, then an attorney^ 
and went through all the afeending revolutionary 
gradations of his {e£tion before he was appointed to 
decide on life and death. 

There is but little to diftinguifli thefe revolution- 
ary judges from each other, ab uno difce omn&Sy ex- 
cept that CofEnhal was denominated the facetious 
JM^gf* H^ would play ofF his miferahle jokes on the 
poor vi<Sims as they were going from the bar, or 
rather the f^Ui'tte to the fcaffold. Atone time, he 
would infult .them by faying he could difcover con» 
piracy in their very filence ; at another, if they 
ibewed an eagernefs to fpeak in their defence he 
would cut their words fbort by calling out " tu n'a 
" pas la parole^" i, e. you have no right, or It is not 
your turn to fpeak. Sometimes he would wound 
the accufed by a brutal pur^ or farcafm i an inftance 
of which occurred in the prefence of the writer. 
One out of fix or eight accufed perfons on theii^ 
Cc 3 trials 
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trials evinced confidcrable prefence of mind, faying, 
more than once, " I can parry this part of the accu- 
fatio»and parry that." Coffinhal took/ him up 
abruptly, and aft:ed him what bufinefs or trade he was 
of: *' I am a fencing-mafter," replied he : then re- 
joined the judge " lam going to pafs fentence of 
^' .death upon you, parry thapjlroke (botte) if y^u 

Upon the triumph of the convention over Robc- 
fpierre, on the ever memorable 9th of Thermidor, 
Coffinhal was not immediately taken with his co- 
adjutors, but under favour of the nfght dipt out af 
the Maifon de Ville and contrived to conceal himfelf 
two days and two nights on the ijle de Ctgne^ in the , 
river, where he was cxpofed uncovered to torrents 
of rain and in danger every minute of being ^carried 
away by the rapidity of the flood. Ready to expire 
with hunger, he refolved to try to reach the river^s 
bank with a piece of floating timber which he had 
flopped in its courfe. He efFefted a landing in a 
moft wretched plight, and made to the houfe of an 
old friend who owed him five-andi-twenty louisi 
Inflread, however, of hi$ debtor paying him the mo- 
ney, he locked the villain in his houfe, and went to 
the firft juftice of peace to inform againft him. As 
he had been out-lawed by the convention, it only 
remained to identify his perfon htfotp execution 
fhould t^ke place. He was however conduced 
to the Conciergericj and then it was he told the 
goaler that the fatigues and horrors he had en- 
sured for 16 hours in the ifland^ by buffeting the 

waves 
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waves to avoid being wafhed away, made the* death 
he was going to fuffer a pleafure in comparifon. On 
his way to the fcafFold fpme perfons in^ the drowd 
mocked him, by faying, tie hien Coffinhahy que 
« dis tu de cette hotte la ? Pare cette la ♦. He faid 
nothing ; upon which they added, tu rCa pas la 
parole f . He looked to the right and left every now 
and then with an affefted air of courage, fhruggirig 
up his fhoulders. When he arrived at the place of 
execution he loft, as it were, the ufe of his limbs, 
probably from cold and weaknefs* 

P. Andr^ Coffinhal was born at AuvernaC| ajnd 
was but in his 31ft year when he fufFered, which was 
on the 15th of Auguft, 1794. It was fortunate for 
humanity that he lived ho longer ! 

DUMAS. 

This grand executor of the terrible law of tht 
22d of Prairial, was born at Lons U Saulnier^ in 
the Department of Jura, on the 6th of February, 

J7S4- * . 

' The Committee of Salut Public muft have been 
iatisfied with the obfequioufnefs of thofe who executed 
the laws, ere. they ventured to propofe and obtain 
the paffing of the one alluded to, which abfolutely 
gave to that, formidable Committee, the powfcr oF 
fingling out by accufation any members of the 
convention they thought proper. ^The autho- 
rity of Appius and his colleagues, was nothing in 

* Well, Coffinhal, what fayeft thou to thi« flroke f Canil thou 
jiprry it ? f It is no( thy turn to fpcatt, 

conu 
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comparifon with that of thefe modern .DecemvirL-«» 
Such power will ever be too odious to laft loj:ig 
among rational creatures ! 

Dumas was prefident of the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, when this murderous law was ena6led hf 
the aftounded convention. This man's education 
had been carefully, attended to, but he was iavage 
and unrelenting by difpofition, and not by fknaxi- 
cifm or enthufiafin. , He did npt, like Nero, wear 
an artificial virtue, but undifguifedly difplayed the 
propenfities of his heart, which impelled him to 
zSts of cruelty. He was at one and the fame time, 
the fpy of Robefpicrre among his colleagues — ^ttic 
informer to tlie committees of government — tht 
accufer of the obnoxious to the jacobins, and tbc 
mercilefs judge at the tribunals. 

He propofed at the jacobins to enlarge the hall of 
the tribunal, by laying it open to a contiguous 
chamber, fo as to try two or three hundred pri- 
soners at a time ; but upon its being obferved, ttat 
fuch a fight might become difeuifting to the pecv 
pie, he faid, " Fery well then^ let us have ^ gmllo^ 
*' tins in every prifon to execute th£ condemned by 
:** night J* This propoial would doubtlcis have beca 
carried into execution, but for the haf^py event of 
the gth Thermidor. 

. This, wretch had fcarcely figned the warrant for 
the execution of fixty unhappy priforiers, when he 
was arreflied vfliocking, however, to tell, they all fufc 
-fcrcd, the confufion being at the moment too great 
in the legi(lature to watch, or even to think of the . 
«. move* 
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ttiovcment of the guillotine. 1 Dumas was fo ig- 
norant of what was paffing irt the convention, that 
he thought it was Robefpierre who had ordered 
his arreft ; he was confcious the tyrant had fuch 
written vouchers in his poffeifion againft^ him, as 
would ferve fo capricious a matter to difpofe of him 
whenever he fliould think proper : No doubt, Ro- 
befpierre meant to make ufe of them at a proper 
time. When arretted, he was carried to the pri- 
fon of St. Pelagiey and thence rcleafed, by a met 
fege from the rebellious commune, where he was 
inttaittfy fixed upon as the perfon to organize the 
new commiffion. What tremendous effefts mutt 
have followed this new executive commiJ]iony had it 
beefn once put in a ftate of a<Slivity ! 

When the commune was befieg^d by the conven- 
tionalitts, Dumas fled and hjd himfelf fix hours^ 
but he was difcovered, and his perfon was carried 
to the fame tribunal for identification and condem- 
nation, where, but the day before, he had fgt as 
fupreme judge ! ! A leflbn for the JefFcriefes of all 
countries ! 

In his way to the bench, he had for many monftKs 
excited dreg;d and horror in every beholder— on his 
way to the fcaffqld, the fentiments manifetted by 
the fpeilators, were thofe of detettation and ven- 
geance. 

He was turned of forty years of age, of a middle 
ttature, of a ferocious afpc6l, and referved manners. 

It is worthy of remark, that Dumas figned the 
greater part of the firft iffue of affignats, till there 

was 
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was not time to compleat them fo faft as thejr were 
wanted ; they were then wholly printed. He and 
Garnet are faid to have invented the Sefie or nui- 
merical charat^ers on the borders of thefe national 
notes, which, in the throwing ofF from the prcfe 
were perpetually changed, fo that no two affigoafii 
ever had the fame numbers : and this was doi^ 
without retarding the work of printing an inftaat^ 
which, it muft be allowed^ was a difcovery of cpor 
ilderable ingenuity. 

GENERAL CUSTINE. 

This brave but unfortunate general was one o^ 
the few Individuals in France who, at the com- 
mencement of the war, deferved the name of a mi- 
litary chief, and next to La Fayette and Dumourier - 
was the moft confpicuous character in the firft cam- 
paign againft the Auftrians and PrufEans. He was ^ 
pobleman, and fron> bis earlieft youth bred to arms« 
He had ferved in the war of feven years and in the 
American war, and at the period of the revolution 
was colonel of a regiment of infantry. He had alio 
the reputation of a learned man, and by common 
Ijcport, was faid to have fiirniihed fome interefting 
articles upon Taftics for the great Encyclopedie. 

Cuftine was a deputy in the conftituent aflembly, 
but was far from adding the important part in that 
body to which his talents gave him title. And if his 
name bad not been infcribed in the lift of the depu^ 

ties^ - 
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ties, and fo recorded in the trarifaflions of the !e^ 
giflature, it -might be made a queftion whether he had 
ever been prefent at any of the fittings. 

Early in the year 1792, Cuftine ferved in the ca- 
pacity of colonel under Marihal de Rochambeau and 
La Fayette in Flanders, and when towards the cloft 
of the year Dumourier was invefted with the com- 
mand of the whole army, Cuftine was appointed a 
general of the divifion which was to efFeft the fub- 
jugation of the ecclefiaftical eleftorates. \ 

This was the aera in Cuftine's life which' difco- 
ver^d his true charafter and genius. He was ordered 
to fummon Mentz, which at that time was garri- 
foned by the troops of the Empire, He fent to the 
German commander an uncivil and imperious fum- 
mons, purporting that the place muft furrender di- 
redly, and that he fliould wait only a few hours fot 
an anfwer. When an aniwer was returned purport- 
ing that according to the laws of war the garrifon 
ought to be permitted to make a defence, Cuftine, 
more violent than before^ replied, *' No evajions*^ 
*' you have to deal with republicans commanded by an 
^* old fildier-'^eplyy reply!'* 

About the fame period he wrote an excentric letter 
to the Landgrave of Heffe, threatening him with 
extermination if he did not immediately withdraw 
his troops : he concluded with the phrafe— *" Thm 
^^ Jhalt no longer he a dealer in human bloody* alluding 
to the well known confraSs made by the Landgrarc 
and his anceftors, for Supplying men to powers at 

...:•.' war 
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war at iettled rates for the killed, mutilated or 
wounded ! 

In confequcnce of this nicnance the important for- 
treft of Mentz a<9ually furfendered. It is but jufticc 
to Cuftine to fay, that afterwards in the command of 
that place he difplayed great military talents and ac- 
tivity, as well as a very high repiiblican fpirit. 
He eftabliflied the patriotic fociety of Les amis de la 
libert4 Germaniquey the firft political club ever at- 
tempted on the Continent, beyond the limits of old 
France. In repairing the ancient and in erefting 
new fortifications he exhibited many mafter pieces of 
the art, efpecially in the Fauxbourg of Caffel. He - 
became indeed fo confident of the impo^ibility of a 
fuccefsful attack, that he wrote more than once to 
the National Convention — " That Mentz would 
prove the grave of the Germans." This anticipa* 
tionvvas however juftj for the late king of PruC- 
fla, during the winter of 1793, attempted feven 
times to take Mentz, but was repulfed with the ag- 
gregate lofs of at leaft fifty thoufand men the 
flower of his troops. It was not furprifing that this 
monarch fhould afterwards claim from, the Diet of- 
Ratifl>on, and from the Princes of the Empire, in- 
demnification for the loffes he had fuffered in this 
unfortunate, though finally fuccefsful, fiege of 
Mentz. 

If, however, Cuftine covered himfelf with ever- 

lafting laurels by his gallant defence of the bulwark 

« of the Rhine, it is no lefs true, that flufhed with 

bis fortune he at the fame time conunitted in his 

poli- 
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political conduft fome grofs miftakes which proved 
ultimately fatal to his reputation and life. It i$ a 
faft eftablifhed in other places of this work, that after 
the King's death and before the profcription or the 
Girondins, from the 2ifl: January to the 31ft May 
1793, the- tv/o leading parties in the convention 
were foldy occupied in a ftruggle for the exclufive 
exercife of the fovereign authority. The Girondins, 
fatisfied with the (hare of power they poflefled, did 
not wifh for any change ; whereas the Mountaineers, 
led on by the incendiary Marat, difcharged on therh 
the moft violent calumnies, and accufed them of a 
fcheme to protraft the formation of the republican 
conftitutioh, that they might plunge the people into 
anarchy, and lead them back to loyalty. Marat, in 
his abominable journal, L'ami du Peuple-^ ftated that 
the Girondinc faftion was connedled with the mili- 
tary men in command, who, belonging to the order 
of the nobility, had no other view than the over- 
throw of the popular government, and the inftallment 
of the Houfe of Orleans on the throne of France, 
Cuftinegave fome colour to this change by imprudent- 
ly writing feveral letters to the convention and to 
the executive council in Paris, and ftating that he 
thought it neceflary for the fafety of the republic, 
that a diftator fliould be immediately proclaimed. 
This was tjiore than fufficieivt for him to incur the 
hatred of ^^ fan^culotUs^ and to throw upo|i him 
the fufpicion of being at once a Royalift and an 
Orleanift. 

D(^ Aftcfr 
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After tlie defe(9:ion of Dumourier, and the death 
of Dampierre his fucccffor, the French foldiers, fen- 
fiblc of their weight in the fcale of public affairs, 
z&od like the ancient pret6rian guards of the Ronoan 
Emperors, they appointed among themfclves their 
new commander, and their choice fell on Cuftine, 
who was the moft eminent military character at that 
'time before the public^ The convention and the 
executive council highly approved of the choice of 
the army, and Cuftine was preferred from the com« 
mand of Mentz to that of the army of the North. 

In this eminent ftation, he a£ied in perfed op^ 
poiition to his natural charadier, which was noted 
for its promptnefe and violence, ' This change 
was the more confpicuous, as his predeceflbr 
Dampierre had, in a few days, colle&d and re- 
organized the remnants of the army Scattered by 
the defedion of Dumourier, and fought the Pdnce 
of Coburg in feveral obftinate engagements,~It was 
a fhamefiil iiipinenefs in Cuftine, that from April 
to June 1793, he made not the leaft movement in 
his .army, while the Auftrians and Englifli were 
taking energetic and fuccefsful meafures againil 
Valenciennes and Conde, Lifle and Dunkirk. 

As might be expefted, Cuftine was fuperfeded, 
arretted, and fent before the revolutionary tribunal 
in Paris* JBefides the two accufations, that he .had 
demanded the appointment of a dictator, and had 
been inadive in the command of the army, three 
more -were added : jft, That he had negleded the 
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ncceffary fiipply of Mentz, and difabledhls fuccef- 
for from defending that important fortrefs againft 
the PruiSans : 2d, That he had ordered fome offir*. 
cers to be (hot in the fame place, fof remonftrating; 
againft the want of provifions, and . on the confe- 
quent danger of the fortrefs: jd, That he had be- 
trayed fo much contempt for the national reprefen- 
tation and the .executive council, as to have fyft^ 
matically torn the bulletins of the Jaws to light, 
his pipe^ or make papillotes fox his hair ! 

Tke trial of Cuftine was attended by fome in- 
cidents worthy of record. As he was the firft ge- 
neral of an army who had taeeii fcizcd in the midft 
of hi$ U(K>ps» fo te was the £fft that was JM^idin 
cally tried by the fanguinary revolutionary tribu- 
nal i and as the Parifian maglftrates had not yet 
been reduced to a gang of favages. and affaflSns by 
their bloody leaders Marat and Robeipierre, to, the 
honour of the judges, on Cuftine's trial, they paid 
the greateft refpeftto the rights of a free citizen^ 
and to the rank of the culprit. They fat forty- 
eight hours, and barely indulged in the necefiary 
refrefliment of eating and fleeping. The death of 
the general was likewife attended with Angular 
circumftances ;, it was matter of univerfal aftonifli- 
ment, that he went to the fcaffold with a prayer^ 
book in his hands, refigned as a true chriftian, and 
with perfea refpeft for the magiftracy and the 
people. This bfliaviour was, however^ defpifed 
and ridiculed at a time, when little refpcft was 
paid to religious opinions, an^ the feeds ofdeifmand 
TiAz • atheifm 
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athcifm were rapidly fpreading among the people : 
It was faid that Cuftiiie had, in his laft moments, 
** degraded his manly charaHer '^^ and the royalifts 
obferved, that ** hi had lived like a rogue^ and died 
like a capuchin,^'* 

He was guillotined in the beginning of Auguft 
1793; was upwards of fixty years of age, tall in 
flature, of a rough and martial afpeft, and remark- 
able for his black unpowdered hair, which he al- 
ways wore curled up in paper. 

Leonard Bourdon, 
Like Albitte, Bazire, &c, was one of thofe young 
Buvocates who, at the commencement of the revo- 
lution, found it eafy to diftinguifli themfelves by 
vehement, vociferations in the popular focieties,— 
He was a native of Orleans, and if we give credit 
to common report, his greateft merit in being ap- 
pointed a deputy to. the national convention, was 
the having co-operated in the murder of feme il- 
: luftrious prifoners, while on their way from Or- 
leans to Verfailles in September 1792, among 
whom were M. de Leffart, and the Duke of !a Ro- 
che faucault. 

l/conard Bourdon was a jacobin, and a moun- 
taineer, and ftrongly attached to the party of Ro- 
befpierre. His condu£t, however, was very infig- 
nificant in the convention ; except that he was very 
often fent upon mifEons to his native department of 
the Loirct and to others. He fcarcely deferved the 
appointment of a fecretary to the legiflative body, 

which 
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which he obtained under the prefidency of Robe£* 
picrre in September 1793. 

The name of Leonard Bourdon became confpi- 
cuous at the time of the profcription of the remnant 
of the mountain party, called—*' The tail of i?o- 
ie^ierre.'* He was put in a ftate of arrefton the 
1 2th Germinal, along with Duhem, Chodieu, &c; 
and was afterwards decreed in a ftate of accufation 
on the ift Prairial, along with Duquenoy, Soubrarty, 
&c. but was at laft included in the general amneftey 
of all thofe who had been profecuted for revolu* 
tionary crimes. 

In the fununer of 179S, during the ftruggles be-* 
tween the national convention and the royalift 
party, led on by the feftions of Paris, Leonard 
Bourdon, conjointly with Garan-Coulon and otlier 
jacobin deputies of the department of Loiret, were 
declared by the primary aflemblies of Orleans to 
have loft the confidence of the people, and to be 
unfitted for the next legiflature, 
^ Although Bourdon was not in any of the confti* 
tutional councils, he neverthelefs has l^een highly 
ferviceable to his country under the cbnftitutional 
government. Known for his aftivity, he has been 
trufted with various important miffions. In No- 
vember 1795, either from the difafFeftions of the 
royalifts, or the effe<fts of a tumultuous crifis, 
Paris was almoft brought to a ftate of famine. A 
violent requifition therefore took place ; the neigh- 
bouring departments were immediately ranfacked 
to fupply Paris with provifions, and the department 
D d 3 rf 
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of the Seine and Marue alone, was ordered to fur- 
liifh 200,000 feptiers of corn within tWo Decades. 
Boutdon was employed to carry this requifition into 
eiFedl, which he fo well executed as to attain the 
objedl within a fhort time, without any inconve- 
nience. He bimfelf was fo highly fatisfied with his 
fuccefs, that be wrote an ironical letter to the exe- 
cutive dircftory from Fontainbleau, ftating, that 
the terror j/ls alone enjoyed the glory of rendering fuch 
fignal fervUes to their native country. And M. de 
Calonne, always upon the watch refpefting the pro- 
ceedings of the republicans, was fo much afionifli- 
cd at the happy refult of this meafure, that he af- 
ferted in his work, Le Tableau de V Europe^ en 
1796, that the Jacobins were born to efFedl mira- 
cles. Ou eji ce que^ faid this eloquent ftatefman. 
Von pourroit prendre et fatre executer de telles me^ 
fares? 

Subfequent to the peace concluded with Auftria, 
Leonard Bourdon ivas fent .to Hamburg to renew . 
the treaty of friendfhip between the republic an4 
the fenate of that -city ; and alfo to negotiate a loan 
of twelve nrillions. The public papers took notice 
©f this miiSon, and ftated, that he had a<ftually 
concluded the loan for four millions. They ac* 
<;ufed him, however^ with having organized jaco- 
bin clubs, and In this refpeft given great offence 
to the fenate, as well as to all friends of the Germa- 
nic conftitution. 

. Leonard Bourdon is about forty, of ftrong con- 
ftitution, middle fize, and extremely a6tive. 

6 rjLEURIOT 
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FLEURIOT LESCOT« 

It is^ faft which muft ftrike every one as foon as 
recollefted, that in the commencement of the 
French revolution nearly all the chief employments 
of the new ftate were occupied by foreigners. 

Two out of the four mayors of Paris were of this 

djefeription. At one time the commune of Paris 

and the fociety of jacobins were wholly dire<^ed by 

, thefe intermeddlers. On the lift of the firft twelve 

■.^ generals employed to defend the republic five were 

\ foreigners. Whatever were their ultimate dfligns, 

however fincere their profeffions of fervice might 

I be, they, in the greater part paid extremely dear for 

their obtnifion. Npne however appeared fo little 

'' qualified to enter into the ne.w order of things ad 

Luckner, who could fcarc^ly pronounce ten words 

I of French without betraying the alien. Some of 

^ the clafs alluded to were orators > no wonder there- 

fore that they gained a footing among a people under 
the influence of ' inflamed imaginations* ^ Fleuriot 
Lefcot was of this number, though by no means 
moft diftinguifhed ; he was the fourth and laft mayoc 
of Paris, for the title expired" with the fway of Ro-» 
befpierre* We find him the moft obfequious of all the 
tyt^nt's flaves, even* to fawning; and yet, ftrange^ 
to tell, be manifefted an uncommon energy at the 
Mat/on de Ville^ when the proximity of danger and 
probable iudden deftru(%ion would have deprived a 

^ coward of all prefence of mind.* He made a highly ' 

relifhed harrangue, fuited to the fituation of the 

£i£lious 
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fa£Uous members, wherein he called to their mind 
how much glory the municipality of Paris had ac- 
quired on the trying and memorable epochs of the 
lOth of Auguft and 31ft of May; then taking the 
printed table of the Rights of Man in bis hand, he 
cried out with warmth, according to one of its firft 
articles, *' When the government violates the 
" rights of the people, infurre£lion becomes to thent 
•* and to any portion of them the moffi fecrcd, the 
•^ moft indifpenfible, of duties,** When it was ob* 
ferved that the lift on which the members of the 
council wrote their names had been taken away by 
defign, he feid, " No ! they fliall not fteal from us 
*' the honour of having concurred to day ta the fuc- 
** cefs of liberty over oppreflion» I propofe (added 
•* he) that the lift be renewed, and that it be depo- 
•* fited in the archives as an atteftation of the fide- 
** lity of the true friends of liberty and their coun- 
^ try.** He then fubfcribed his own name the jirft 
thereon. In his office of mayor he had done very 
. little to be noticed, indeed his condutt was didated 
on all occafions by the will of thofe who put him 
inter office : all his energy was therefore referved for 
the laft and trying occadon. When Robefpierre 
appeared in the commune Fleuriot hailed him as the 
*' Sauveur de la lihertCj* and propofed and took the 
oath before him U die in his defence. A goaler of 
the Force Prifon was brought iiefore him for yielding 
to the order of the committees rf government in 
negleft of that of the municipality, when Fleuriot 
was about to Immolate him to his fliryi fome one 
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elofe to Km flopped his hand with the uplifted fabre 
in it, and thereby allowed the fiightened wretch 
time to throw himfelf on his knees and implore par- 
don. He treated one of the officers, who brought an 
order from the convention, with great contempt, 
and adlually committed feveral others to prifon who 
came on like errands. He ordered thofe who pro- 
claimed the decree of the convention, within hear- 
ing of the commune, to be brought before him, and 
threatening them with the moft horrible ^unifhment; 
he fent them before ^e executive commiffion 
vrhich Dumas was then organizing. At this in-* 
ftant, the difcharge of a piftol was heard in one of 
thepaflagesrof the hall, he ran out to difcover what 
It was, when, returning in a minute after with a 
pale and altered countenance, he ejaculated *' Jll /V 
/fi/? / " His colleagues difperfed in an inftant j 
fome attempted to deftroy themfelves, and were ar- 
refted, others fled and fecreted themfelves for a time, 
but were at length taken, fo that out of 143 obnox« 
ious perfons, including all thofe whofe names were 
infcribed on the fetal lift, only (even were faved, twa 
of whom, difcovered four days afterwards, were im- 
prifoned with the writer of this anecdote in the 
Scotch-College : but as the vengeance of the con- 
vention had been fully fatisfied in the capital puni(hr- 
ment of 1 36 members of the municipality, thefe few 
were overlooked for the moment, and about two 
iponths afterwards were reftored to their families, ' 
Fleuriot was not quite thirty years of age whert 
he fuflfercd death with his rebel cabal on the 28th of 

July* 
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Julyt. 17949 and whether from his dignity of ofSce^i 
as ex maire of Paris or whatever other caufc, he 
was the laft of the pofTe who afcended the fc^tibld^ 

OBNE&AL BIROIV* 

, Armand Louis Biron was the nephew of the fe- 
mous Mare9hal Biron^ fo many years colonel of the 
French guards^ the moft honourable miUtarf appoint** 
ment under the ancient Regime. 

Thenephewy early in life, by travelling ahdread' 
kig, coUeded the feeds of liberty, and they grew iiv 
his. heart as much as could be expedled amtdft nume* 
Bous weeds of prejudice,, we will not fay oi fufer^ 
Jlitim I for, except when about to leave this world*. 
he payed no flaviih attention to the reveries of 
bigots, nor paid much attention to the afFairs.of the 
ither. He was one among the early reformers o£ 
France, and deemed a Fayettiji. He was confidered 
as one of thofe precocious blofibtns whicb rather 
femind us of, than promife us the fruit. 

Biron was not only of the privileged clafs, but 
almoft at the head of the lift, and this of itfelf was 
enough to expofe him to the fufpicion of republicans 
in the moment of a revolution* But he was parti- 
cularly denounced by the reprefentative on miifion in 
the department where he ferved as general when the 
lebellion of the Vendee had broken out, and this de- 
nunciation was fupported by the unfavourable account 
SanUrrey the Paris general, gave of him from ob- 
fervation* 'Ehe rapid and vidorious ftrides of the 
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Auftriaft and Pniffian forces at the period we are 
fp^aking of, afforded colour . for fufpicions nowever 
lightly entertained: and indeed there can be no 
queftion but the ro)ralifts did all in their power to 
draw off the chiefs of the common-wealth to their 
party, or at leaft to difpofe them to a criminal indif* 
fcrence. However this might be,, it is a fa<9: known 
to every one, that, while Weftermann, commanding 
the van guard of his army, was fighting at Chatillon 
to a great difadvantage againft the mofl expert rebel 
generals, Biron was lying perfeftly inaftivc before 
the wails of Niort, at the diftance of twenty leagues, 
with fixteen or (eventeen thouiand of the choiceft 
•trosps. This negled or overfight left Weftermann 
-to be furrounded a few days afterwards, and caufed 
him to lofe all his infantry and flying artillery, cfca- 
ping with his cavalry only, and that not without ex- 
treme dilEculty'** 

Biron v^as fuperfeded in his command of the army 
of the weft, and the coaft of Rochelle; and commit- 
ted to the prifon of St. Pelagic in Paris. After 
undergoing a very fummary trial before the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, on the 30th of December, 1793, 
he was declared ( we do not fay found t9 be} guilty of 
a confpiracy with the enemies of the republic, and 



* Twreau- in his hiftory of the w«r of the Vendee affirms, thaty 
daring the fnh ^vc nnonths of its exigence, above three hundred 
pieces of cannon .;md five hundred ammunition-waggons were 
t^f^md to the rebels t No wonder therefore the general condu&ing 
foch a war ihould be fufpedad. ' 
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guillotined the next day, in the forty-fixth :year of ' 
his age. 

He had ferved in Afnerica, under Rochambeau, 
with great credit, both with refpe<£l to courage and 
conduct. He was chofen a member of the fir ft (or 
conftitucnt) aflembly. 

It is but juftice to his private chara£ter to fay, 
that although he was hot wholly untinftured with 
Imaiiy of the follies of a corrupt age he was never- 
thelefs univcrfally beloved, and almoft idolized by 
his family and fervants, who never faw him inebri- 
ated, or heard him utter an dath. If the laft words 
jof this amiable man, on the- fcaffold, do not en- 
tirely clear up the ambiguity of his conduit con^ 
cerning his .fuppofed tampering with the royal party, 
they at leaft (hew that he had, at fome time or 
other, ferioufly ferved the republic ; for, as he bent 
his neck to the axe, he exclaimed " / have been ^ 
" rebel to my Gsdy my order^ and my king^ hut I die 
** full of faith and repentance^* 

LA'SOURCE. 

The faying of Danton, that " the leflbns from 
which all the world will profit muft cpft us dear, '* 
never appears with greater foree than when we 
reflefl on the expence of blood at which the repub- 
lic of France has been purchafed. Not only leaders, 
but the adherents and followers of leaders, have, 
been fwallowed up in the dreadful chafms occafioned 
by- the rending to pieces of the- ancient order of 
things. 

The 
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• .The fubjc6l of this article was more revered for 
bis morals than dlftinguiflied for his political qua- ' 
liiication$ ; he rs more remembered for the goodnefs 
of his heart than for a brilliancy of parts. 

David Lafource was chofen one of the members 
of the convention for the department of Tarn, l^ing 
a native of what in the ancient geography was 
called Languedoc. Th^re was in Lafource a warmth 
of imagination and tendernefs of heart which pecu- 
liarly qualified Him for private "friendfhip 5 he was, 
however, hurried away by the irrefiftible ftream of 
enthufiafm, and loft in the depths of unfathomable 
politics. He -was bred 'a proteftant minifter, and 
therefore could not have been infenfiWe to the 
tyranny of the ancient fyftem. His principles, rather 
than his disj>ofition, led him into public. He ad- 
mired Guadet, but he. loved Briflbt and Silleryj 
and thefe penchants were fufEcient to entail ruin 
upon him. 

Mifs Williams, in her fketch of Lafource's cha- 
radter, feys " Liberty in his foul wa6 lefs a principle 
than .a paffion, ^nd religion Was a habit of the' 
m;ndj** fhe offers a flattering eulogy to his me- 
mory^ defcribing his philanthropy as unbounded, and 
his- fcnfibility, acute in an extreme degree* But the 
Condud of Lafource before his death is the beft 
founded ^n^ooiium on his life. The nearer he ap- 
proached to his end, the more fervently he prayed 
for the immortality of the republic 5 the ftrongeft 
proof, that can be ur^ed of his love of it. 

.E c Lafource- 
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Laiburce had been married but a week before he 
was chofen a deputy of the fecond. aflemblyi and 
was obliged to repair to tbe metropolis^ leaving his 
wife to tali;e care of an aged mother in his province. 
;Upon the diilblution of the iegiflative aflfeaQbly, iiv 
which he had fat> he wa& eleded to the convention, 
and that prevented him from ever vi^ting his native 
rhome again. His imagination is laid to have always, 
foreboded, that the founders of the republic would 
be viSitms to the republic ; but he had plunged 
into the tide, and could not flem it. With more 
experience, he might have escaped from its wild 
waye^. He was — what fhall we fey — * guillotined, 
.or legally afiaffinated, the 31^: of 0£h>ber, 17^^ 
with twenty other Girondine^ deputies, by the fen- 
tence of a court, where it may be fa^i jufticc war 
as deaf as (be is pi<S):ured to be blind. 

LAVO^SIEi^ 

Although this great ipan was Aot an a^or ia 
the tumultuous fceres of the revolution) yet, as one 
of its moft , illuftrious vi^ftiros, and as one of the 
fchocl x)f philoibphers who by their Incurs efFe£ted 
the moral revolution of France, his name defer ves 
;to be recorded among thia founders of the rq>i4)lic.-^ 

Antqine Laurent Lavoifier was born at Paris, 
Auguft x(>i i7+3> and received a learned education, 
which he fedulouily improved* \/hen only twpnty^ 
three years of age, tbp Academy df Sdences, April 
9, 1766, prcfcnted him: with^ gokf modaV ft>r- his. 
diffeitation on the beft mode of enlightening, ^diiring 
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4hc riight> the ftreets of a great city. Two years 
afterwards, he was introduced into that celebrated 
literary fociety, to whole fervice he ever after devoted 
hts labours, and became one of its moft ufeful affo-- 
dates and coadj tutors. 

His attention was facceffively occupied with every 
branch of phyftcal and mathematical fcience ; the 
pretended conversion of water inta earth, the analy-r 
fis of gypfum in the neighbourhood of Paris, the 
^rlftalli nation of faks, the cffefb produced by the 
^rande de loupe in the garden of the Infanta, the 
projeft of bringing water from I'Yvette tp Paris, 
the congelation of water, and the phenomena of- 
thunder and the aurora -borcalis; 

Jf)ttmeys undertaken ii> concert wfth Guettard' 
into every diftrift of France, enabled him to pro- 
cure numberlefs materials towards a** defcription -■ 
of the Ittholagical and mineralogical empire ; thefe 
he arranged into a kind of chart which wanted lit- 
tle- of being completed. They ferved alfo as a 
ground-work for a more laborious work of his on 
*the revolutions of the globe, and the formation of 
Cmches de la Terre ; a work of wliich, two beautU 
ful (ketches are to be feeii in the memoirs of the 
' French Academy, for 1772 and 1787. All the for^ 
tune and all the time of Lavoifier, were devoted to 
the <:i«lture of the fciences ; nor diS.he feem to have . 
a preponderating inclination for any one in parti- 
cular," until an event, fuch, as feldooi occurs in the ' 
annals of the humap mind, decided his choice, and ^ 
•ttac-hed him thenceforth exclufivcly to chemiftry j 
E e 2 —a pur- 
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-~a purfuit which has fuice, rendered his name im- 
mortal. 

The important difcovery of elaftic fluids was juft 
announced to the philufophical world. Prieftley, 
Black, Cavendifli, and Macbride, had opened to 
phyfiologifts a fort of new cr, «.ion j. they had com- 
menced a new aera in the annals of genius which 

, was to become equally memorable with thofe of the 
compafs, printing, eleSricity, &c. 

It was about the year 1770, that Lavoifier, ftruck 
with the importance and grandeur of this difcovery, 
turned his attention to this inexhauftible fountain of 
truths, and inftantly perceived, by a* kind, of in- 
ftinft, the glorious career which lay before him, 
and the influence which this new fcience would ne- 
ceflTarily have over the wljole train of phyftcal re- 
fearches. Having once entered into this path, till 

' then unexplored, he inftantly became an inventor, 
diflipated a hoft of errors and prejudices, and be- 

. came the founder of a new do£lrine, the iliccefs of 
which is more than fufficienc to eternize, his name 
and memory. No fooner had the difcoveries of 

\ Black and Cavendifh arrived in France, than La- 
voifier direfted his whole attention to their experi- 
ments, the procefles of which he repeated and va- 
ried in a variety of ways, fo as to eflrablifh and 
enlarge the refults of the Englifh philofophers* His 
great objeft being to announce new facSb, or to il- 
luftrate fuch as were already public, he collated and 
compared his obfervations, and reduced them uito 
a ^complete fyftcm of doiirine. Towards the end 
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of 177s, ' he prefented to the Academy his firft 
chemical performance, under the title of Niw Ex'^ 

' pentfunts relathi to the exiftence of a fixed elaflic fluid 
in certain fubftances^ and to the phenomena which I'efidt 

from its fixation or dif engagement, 

, Dr. Prieftley's publication on the different fpecies 
of air had juft made its appearance in London j the 
vaft compais and icope of the doftor^s experiments 
ftartled at firft the friends of Lavoifier, left hisob-- 
fcirvations ftxould have been in many refpe^ antici- 
p^itedy and he fhould thus lofe the fruits of his inge- 
nuity andinduftry. In compliance with the inftances 
of his friends, he accordingly has abridged fliis work « 
of many of its parts, which may be rather called a ^ 
fyllabus than a complete tr45atife, and even advances • 
fome conclufions which he afterwards cpntradided ; . 
. — ^n excellent method, , however, pervades the : 
whole of it,' combined with chaftity of experiment, . 
and perspicuity of defign. In brief, his procefles arfe 
defcribed with an exaditude which furpafles eVery/ 
publication of the kind which preceded it j it pro- 
pofes new methods of operation, changes the very^/. 
lEice of chemiftry, aijd operates an cniire revolutioh i 
in the fcience. Lavoifier appeared to be in chemi^ - 
try, what Kepler, . Newton^ and Euler, .were in * 
geometry and the mathematics ; he changed tte - 
modes both of operating and of reafoning, and be^- 
came the centre of all refcarches and difcoverics, ofl ^ 

^he fiibjedrof elaftic fluids, tjnade from 1 774 to 1 79a. > 
His firft production was only a preliminary to the : 

fuiprifing revolution he cfFeded in the fcicncc,-^ - 
E-C3. Per. 
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Perceiving that the extenfive views he had opened* 
aiid the new modes of experiment he had propofed, 
had excited univerfal attention, and created an ex- 
pectation in the public, of deriving, through, his 
means, refults ftill more confiderable and unexpecSU 
ed ; he employed all his time in purfuing the labours 
he had undertaken, and in inventing and procuring 
exa£): inftruments to accompUih his purpofe. His 
houfe became a grand laboratory, in which nothing 
was wanting that could throw light on his re- 
fearchcs $ and his fortune was appropriated to the 
improvement of his favourite fcience. He kept in 
conftant employment a number of the moft inge- 
nious aitiils, for the invention and cohftrucSlion of 
inftruments fuperior to any made uC^ of before, and 
of new and coftly apparatus of every kind, the moft 
accurate and. delicate in its execution. No expence 
was fpared by Lavoifier, in the purfuit.of his de* 
lightful and ufeful occupation. 

To the advantages of fortune, in the application 
of which to the well-being of the public, few men 
were fo fuccefsful as Lavoifier, he united feveral 
others, which he made fubfervient to his views : he 
held in his houfe, twice every week, affemblies, tp 
which he invited . every literary chara«2er that was 
inoft#celebrated in geometrical, phyfical, and chemi- 
.caJ ' ftudies ; in thefe infl:ru<aive converfationeSy di& 
^u^ns, not unlike fuch as preceded the^iuft-'efta* 
l>li{hment of academies regularly tpok place. - (lere 
the, opinions of the moft eminent literati in Ejiu^ope 
jK^re Qinvalfed ^ pafiages the moft ftriking and 

novel, 
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.noVclj out of foreign writers, were recited and ani- 
madverted on J and theories were compared with 
experiments. Here learned men of all nations found 
eafy admiffion; Prieftley, Fontana, Blagden, In- 
genhoufz, Landriani, Jacquin, Watt, Bolton, and 
other illuftrious phyliologifts and chemifts of Eng- 
land, Germany, and Italy, found themfelves mixed 
in the fame company with Laplace, Lagrange, Bor- 
da, Coufin, Meunier, Vandermonde, Monge, Guy- 
ton, and Berthollet. Happy hours pafled in thefe 
learned, interviews, wherein no fubjeft was left un- 
inveftigated, that could poffibly contribute to the 
progrefe of the fciences, and the amelioration and 
happineft of man. One of the greateft benefits re- 
. fulting from thefe affemblages, and the influence of 
which was foon afterwards felt in the academy it- 
-felf, and, confequently, in all the phyfical and che- 
mical worlcs that have been publifhed for the laft 
, twenty years in France, was, the agre'Sment efta- 
bliihed in the methods of reafoning, between the 
. natural , philofcphers and the geometricians. The 
precifion, the feverity of ftyle, the philofophical 
method of the latter, was infenfibly transfufed iiiito . 
the minds of the former j the philofophers became 
.difciplined in the ta6tics of the geometricians, and 
were gradually moulded into their refemblance. 

In the twenty volumes of the Academy of Scien- 
ces, from 1772 to 1793, are forty memoirs of La- 
- voifier, replete with all the grand phenomena of the 
fcience ; the doSrine of cpmbuftion, general and 
particular j the nature and analyfis of atpiofpherical 

air- 
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air ; die formation ^ni fixation of daftic fluids; tht 
properties of the '.matter of heat ; <he comi>ofitton of 
acids ; the augmentation of the ponderofity of burift 
bodies ; the decompofition an3 recompofition of 
water ; the diflblution of metals : vegetation, fer- 
mentation, and animalization. For more than fifteen 
years confecutive, Lavoifier purfued, with unfhaken 
conftancy, the route he had marked out for himfelf, . 
without making a fingle hik ftep, or fiiiFering his 
Ardour to be damped by the numerous and increafing , 
T)bflaclcs which confhuitly befet him. 

At length, in 1784, backed by the co-inciding 
opinions of all the moft eminent Frenc^h chemifts, 
he determined to blend, in a iingle tableau^ all the 
•difiercnt colourings of truth which he had long be- - 
fore pourtrayed diftinftively j— this celebrated ele- 
^mentary treatife did not make its appearance till the 
year 1789.. This laft work prefents the fcience iix 
aihape completely . novel, and ferves more particu- 
larly to diftinguiih the manner of Lavoifier from 
•that of Dr. Prieftley : it crowns with immortdity 
the glory of Lavoifier. Although the- French and 
EngKfh chemift refcnibled eadi other not a little in 
the numbered multiplicity of their experiments on 
^elaftic fluids, ,yet how different were the refpeftive 
rofults which they deduced from them ! 

Many were the fervices rendered by Lavoifier, in 
a. public and private cecity, to manufadures, to 
die fcierices, and to artifts. His domeflic virtues, 
however, (bould not be wholly paffed by ; as a friend, 
rehtive, huftand^ &c« his Coiklu^ was exemplary : 

in 
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in. his manners, he was unaffeftedly plain and 
iimple. Many young perfons, not bleffed with the 
gifts of fortune, but incited by their inclination to 
woo the fciences, have confeffed their obligation^ 
to him, for pecuniary aid; many, alfo, w^re the 
unfortunate, whom he relieved in filence, and with- 
.out even the oftentation of virtue. In the com* 
^n:iunes of the department of the Loir W Cker^ where 
he pofleffed confiderableeftateSj- frequently would he 
vifit the cottages of indigence and diftrefs j long, in- 
deed, will his* memory, and that of his amiable fpoufe, 
be cheriflied there ! This virtuous man, fo dear to his 
country, to the fcieijces, and to the world, was at 
length fuddenly hurried into the tomb, as one of the 
, FarnurS'General^ from the pinnacle of public and 
private happinefs, by a fet of homicides, who made a 
fport of facrificing the lives of the beft men, to a fan- 
: guinary idol of their own fetting-up ! — The pen rc- 
fufes to recite the particulars of this barbarous butchery. 
• —Honoured fliade, accept the regrets and the palms 
which every friend of man bears to thy deferved re- 
nown i and may the memory of thy virtues, thy ge- 
nius, and thy courage,, live in the bofoms of good men, 
when the horrid cataftrophies which have blacke^nod 
the hiftory of thy country (hall fmk into oblivion ! * 

[This article is partly taken from the beautiful eloge of Lalande, 
and firit appeared in tlic Monthly Mag a cine for Januaiy 

1797] 

THIBAUDEAU 

Is a man of amiable charafter, gentle manners, and 
confiderable talents ; but is fuppofed to be hoftile 

to 
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to the prefent republican eftabliihtnent He \v(air 
originall)^ an advocate of great confideratioD) and 
afterwards became deputy in the convention for the 
dtcpartment of La Vienne. Soon after he bad voted 
for the King's death, he appeared to change his 
principles, and has ever fince evinced a difpofitioii 
for the refloration of royalty. He has alfo been 
laudably defirous of ameliorating the fate of th^ 
emigrant nobility. 

With thefe difpofttions, it is not furprifmg that he 
did not make a confiderable figure in the convention 
prior to the year 1795. It is only recorded of 
him, that in the month of December, 17^3, he was 
elefted one of the fecreta^ries during the prefidencjr 
of Couthon, and that about the fame period he be*^ 
came one of the members of die committee of pub* 
lie inftruAion. 

.In the latter capacity, he prefented the admirable 
report to the convention on the improvement of the 
mufeum of natural hiftory, called, under the mg^ 
narchy, le Jardin Royale des Plantes, To this 
report is to be attributed the origin of the decrees 
for the purchafe of the adjacent buildings, the ag- 
grandizement of that inftitution, and the addition of. 
numberlefs objetSte'. It is undeniable, that the con- 
vention achieved more in behalf of this garden than 
did the illuftrious BufFon, or than had been efFeSed 
fince its f(^undation, under the direftion of Tour- 
brilliant exertions of Thibaudeaa com- 
with the year 1795. It was then that he 

diflinguifhed ■ 
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diftinguiflied htmfelf byhis numerous fpecches and 
reports upon the critical ftate of the repubh'c, and 
the diftreffcs caufed by the revolutfonary govern-- 
ment. The finances, perfonal liberty, concilatory 
Iws, &c- fell fucceflitrely within the fphere of "his 
exertions* He, in a word, aftcd ag though he meant 
to ov^tULTia every^ thing that had been efFeQed by 
At revolution. 

It is worthy of reniark, that the royalifts of the 
.fbuth having made two attempts to afFaiSinate the 
i^ptibHdans, a commiflion was twice appointed to^ 
examine/into the charge, and Thibaudeaii was each^ 
time one of the leading members* He ftated in 
their reports, that thefe affaffinations were only the 
refult of mal-admir'iflration, and that they had never 
been fo numerous^ as tO require extrmrdimary mea^ 
fures to reprek them. It was however ftated in 
contradiftlon, and as a matter 0/ fad, in the official 
journal of the Direftory, that the affaffinations per- 
petrated in the year 1797 only, amounted to twenty- 
three thoufand ! This may have been a grofs exag- 
geration, but it is clear that Thibaudeau favoured^ 
the aiTaffihSi ' ^ ' 

He fat in all jfee fubfequent legiflatureSf . "^d lat- 
terly attached, bimfelf to the party of Pichegru \.ad* 
Barthelemy ; a6lcd in concert with Camille Jourdan, 
Imbert, Colomes, &c. and became oneofthe moft 
ftvere cenfurers of the Direflory. It was therefore 
not at all afloni&ing that he fliould be invdved in 
their prbfcripti^n. 

He 
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He was fortunate enough, however, to efFed bis 
efcape from Paris, and to conceal hinolelf in the 
country* When time had allowed the minds of his 
enemies to cool, and the triumphant Diredofy was 
enabled to liften to the voice of moderation, Thi- 
baudeau's friends' moved m the courxil of 6ve hun- 
dred, that the decree of tranfportation fliould not 
be carried into execution with refpcdl to him, who 
they faid h^d not entered into the late fa<Slion from 
arifiocratic views, but in confequence of his beloved 
fyftem of a mild and regular adminiftration, which 
Ipirit he had often evinced even in the moft turbulent 
times of the convention. 

The motion was agreed to, and Thibaudeau has 
not fince been molefted. He l\as, liowever, fallen 
into fo great a 4^gree of ohfcurity, that his nanfjc has 
not been mentiomd during the- laft. ten months. 

FAUCHET. 

It has been unjuftly obferved of the prlefthood, 
that all its members are attached to defpotifm, and 
that a kind of tacit compaft exifts between civil 
and e^clefitftical tyrants, for the fubjugation of 
mankirJ ; one of the contrafting j^rties exercifing 
don^inion over the fouls, the other over the bodies 
of their fubjefls ; each fupporting the. other in the 
arbitrary exercife of its refpeSive claims. Were 
this, however, to bp admitted as a general rule, how 
many gloriour exceptions might be mentioned ? — 
It muft be confeffed, that to the clerical reform 

mers 
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mer$ of the fixteenth century wc are indebted for 
the emancipation of the human mind from the thra! 
domof prieftcraft, and it is from their arfenal that 
the (harpeft and.moft deadly weapons have been bor« 
rowed for the conflift with the foes of civil li« 
berty. 

.When the French clergy began to fpurn at the 

yoke of the " Biihop of Rome," they were perhaps 

more piqued at the infolent dominion of a foreigner, 

than convinced of his ufurpations. The eftab)iih- 

ment of the GallUan churchy however, ddded to 

the national dignity, and in the independence of the 

Jiierarchy, fomethidg appeared to have been gained 

by the people; Since that memorable epoch, the 

ininds of the clergy, particularly thofe refiding in 

the great cities, have become more expanded, and the 

fchifm which took place at an early period of tlie 

French revolution, proved that arbitrary power had 

. become hideous, even to a multitude of churchmen. 

'' Cbude Fauchet was born at Erne, in the depjrt- 

mcntof Nievre, on the 22d of September 1744; he 

was one of the*'ablefl: clergymen of his time, in 

refpe£^ .to pulpit eloquence; for the days of , the 

, Flechiers and Bofluets had pafled. away- His mental 

powers, however, had made him known even in his 

youth, and obtained for him the dignity of Predica^ 

teur du RoL He was afterwards appointed Jbtfi 

^Commendataire de Monfort,^^ni at length Vicgf-ge* 

neral of Bourges, His funeral oration on the ^eath 

of the celebrated Abbe Charles Michael de i*Epee, 

inventor of the new method for educating the deafand 

Ff aum^» 
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dumb, was the firft effay in France towards the apo- 
theofis of fuch citizens as had deferved well of their 
country by their labours, talents, and patriotifm. 

As he himfelf obferved, "this alfo was the firft 
time that the obje^ if a funeral eloge in a church 
was neither a tyrant nor an abettor of tyranny^ de- 
ferving rather of the public execration than of iflat- 
tery from the chair of truth." 

Early in the year 1790, Fauchet publiQied a work 
of fome celebrity, entitled " De la .Religion Natio- 
nalei" In this he attempted to prove, firft, the 
neecffity of religion and of a national worlhip ; fe- 
condly, that the Chriftian religion was the heft 
adapted to a monarchical ftate ; and, thirdly, he af- 
fcrted the relation between theCathollck faith and the 
temporal power, or, in the technical phrafe of the 
Galilean church, " Concorde du Sacerdoce et de 
TEmpire." It is alfo fuppofed that he had a large 
Iharc in the formation of the civil conftitution of 
the clergy, and that jointly with the Abbe Lamourctte 
he was the inventor of the civick oatb.zAmm\&.^x^A 
to the conftitutional priefts. 

The revolution found the Abbe Fauchet both 
rich and refpeftable. In common with neairly all 
the enlightened men of France, he hailed fhe coh^ 
vocation of the States-General as an epoch aufpici- 
ous to the liberties andhappinefs of mankind. Na- 
XUrauy of an ardent difpdfition, he evinced uncoiflmoii 
zeal, in th^ fupport ofhis political opinions, ahdb'dfrtg 
j.of an enthufiaftical turn of mind, he transferred his h'oty * 
tervQurs from the altars of fuperftition to the 'flirlhe 

of . 
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of liberty. In fbort, fome of his produfUons breathe 
a fpirit of pQlitual myjiicifm. 

He was oae of the many patriots who fuppofed 
the court from the beginning infincere; it muft be 
owned that there was but too much caufe for this 
fufpicion ! It was accordingly decided early in the. 
revolution that fome great blow flioul4 b? ftruck, 
in order to appal the royalifts^ and perhaps terrify 
thefecret advlfcrs of Louis XVI.; this was accord- 
ingly achieved by the capture of the Baftille on July 
{4cb) 1789^ which pjrodMced a n^r^d Breponde- 
rancc in favour of the nation* 

The Abbd Fauchet on this occafion participated 
in the dangers and the honours of the day, for he 
id faid t^ have h^ea one of the fixft who entered 
•^ the King's Caftle " fword in hand I , 

But it was not as a foldier onjfy that he didin- 
guiffied himfelfj as a clergyman he was ftrviceablc 
IQ the caufe in a ftill more eminent degree. It was 
a novelty to. behold a maji of bis cloth renouncing 
the dodlrines of ** paflive obedience -' and '^ non- 
refiftance," and preaching the ** imprefcriptible rights 
of man," to the people.^ Accordingly, on great oc- 
cafiofis he was ufually invited ta pronounce on^ of* 
his civhk ferm^my and as all memorable fubjeds al«* 
low ample field for conjefture, he pkafed even the 
f4Q^tiQal ps^rt of his ^dience by detailing the virtues 
and fuiferings of the Founder q( our holy r^ligiqqii 
whom he dcfcribed as ** poor, peilecuted, fu&ring 
fir the good caufiy apd a moft excellent Sqns Cu^ 
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An idmlraWe occafion prcfented itfcl'f In 1790, 
for the cxercife of his oratory. On the i ith of June * 
J^irabeau entered the National Aflembly, announced 
tlie death of Franklin, and moved that the deputies- 
ihould wear mourning for three days on this melan- 
choly event: a propofition inftantly aflented to by^ 
acclamation ♦. 

Eurly 



* T h&n^ines of Franklih and Mirabeau, are fojuftly cetebatef!,. 
that €V€ry thing appeitalninc; to thenn^ becomes an objcd of. 
curioficy. It has, therefore, been *decmed proper to inicrt the 
iollowing accurate account of the proceedings : 

** National Ailembl/y nth June, 1790. 
*' M. Mirabeau the elder, having denianded and obtained leaver 
<b fpeak, addreiTcd the Aflembly as follows : 
f Frankiin^ is de^dl * 
[On this a profound and fdeinii fiience took place thiougfaoat 
ttehall] 

< The -genius which gave freedom to America, and (battered^ 
torrents of light upon !Europe, is returned to the boA>m of the 
Divinity/ 

* The lage whom two worlds claim ; the man difpated by the 
hlilory of the fcicnces, and the hlAory of empires j hokls> mofi'' 
undoubtedly, an elevated rank in the human fpecies. 

* Political cabinets have but too long notified the death of thofo 
who were never great but in their funeral orations jf the etiquette 
of courts has but too long f^dioned hypocritical grief. Nations 
ought only to mourii for their bene'fadors j the reprefentatives of 
^eemen ought never to recommend any other than thr heroes of. 
Immanity to their homage^ 

* The Coogrefs hath ordered a general moui^iing for one montb 
^roiighout the fourteen confederated ilaces, on account of the 
death of Franklin: and America hath thus acquitud her tribute 
0f admiration in behalf of one of the Others of her confUtutiob. * 
- • . - - « Would 
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Etirif in July, the Commune of Paris determined 

fhgt this occurrence flipuld bje marked by an appro- 

* Would it not he wortl^ of yp^9 feIlow-Irs;t49tor^ tp uoitjB 
yourfeves m this religions a^^ to participate in this homag^ 
rendcrti^ io th^ face of the univerfe to the rights of man, and to 
the philofopher who has fo eminently propagated the €onqu(.ft of 
them (hroaghottt the world ? 

< Antpquity wouid have elevated altars to that mortal^ who for 
the advantage of the human race^ embracing both heaven and 
earth in his vaft and extenfive mind> knew how to^bdue TsuNBxa 

"ahd TT«ANNT. 

« Enlightened and^rei Europe at leaft owes itt remembrance and 
itgret> to one of the greateit.men^ who have ever ferved the cauie 
of philoTpphy and liberty. 

* I pTopofe, therefore, that a decree do now pafs, ena^ing, that 
the National AOemfaly (hall wear niourning during three days for 
•Benjamin Franklin.* 

< M. M. de Roche&ucault and |a Fayette immediately aroTe in 
order to fecond this nK>tion. 

< The Aflembly adopted it, at firft by acdamation i and after- 
wards decreed by a l;irge majprity amldft the plaudiu of all the 
fpeaators, that qn Monday, the i4Ch of June, it ihould go into 
moumkig for three days i that the difcourf^ of M.^rabeau (hould 
be printed ; and that the Prefident should vyrite a letter of condo- 
lence jjpon the occafion, to theCongrefs of America.* 

' On the 14th of June, the citizens of Paris, imitatmg the example 
of the National Afi^mUy, q>pcared alfo in monming, and < tl^ 
Jclpx^ of t^ jrevqlution and of humanity * afiembled at the Of/ 
Procope^ willing to render ali due honours to the memory of the 
gre^t American, ordered the glaiTes to be covered with crape, 
*^^and the inner apartment to be hung with UacK^* 
' On the door towards the ftreet was the fotUoyviog Inforipti^n : 
'< raANf^LiN xsT mobt!** ' 

At one end of the apartment was placed his buft, crowned 
t^ith oak leaves; and at the foot of the pedeilal was engraved the 
•word via, 

F f 3 jpriate 
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priate diicourfe, and they fe1e£ted the Abb£ Faucbet 
as the orator of the day. Accordingly, On the 2ift 
of that month, this popular preacher delivered an 
eulogium at the Rotunda^ in honotr of Frankluif^ 
in prefence of the deputies to the legifiative affem- 
bly> the mayor, tfie commandant-general of the na- 
tional guards, the reprefentatives of the commonsi 
the prefidents of the diftri6b, and the ele£br& of the 
capital 

•* The city jof Paris," feys he^ ** which once coa^ 
tained this {Ailofopber within its walls ; which was 
intoxicated with the pleafure of heariag, admirimgy 
and loving him; of gathering from his lips the 
maxims of moral legiflation and of imbibing 
From the effufions of his heart a paffion ibr the pub^ 
lick wel^re, rivals Bofton and Philadelphia, bis two 
* native cities (fc^r in one he was born as it were a 
man, and in the t>ther a legiflator), in its profound 
attachment to his merit and his glory. 

^ It has accordingly commanded this ftina^ 
Solemnity, in order to perpetuate the gratitude 'and 
the grief of this third country, which by the courage 
and activity with which it has profited of his lefibns, 
has (hewn itfelf worthy of having him at once for 
an inftru£lor and a model. 

""In fekfting me for the interpreter of its wifhes^ 
it has declared) that it is lefs to the talents of an 
orator than the patriotifm of a citizen^ the seal of a 
preacher of liberty, and the fenfibility of fritnd of 
men) that it hath confided this folemn flinflion* In 
this point of view I may ipeak with a holy confidence; 

fOf 
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for I have the^mblick opinion, an4 the teftimony of 
my own confcieoQs to fecdnd faiy wifhes. Sinct 
nothing eVe is wanting than fteedom and fenfibilityi 
f0r that' fpccics of eloquence which this eulogiunl 
re<iuifes, I am fatisfied, for I already poflefs thenu . 

*• My voice fliall extend to France, to America, 
to pofterity ; I am now to do juftice to a great mfUH 
the founder of tranf-Atlantick freedom^ I am ta 
"pratfe him in the name of the mother-city of Frenck 
liberty ; I myfelf alfo am a man ; I am a free man | 
I poffefi the fuffrages of my fellow citizens ; this la 
enough ; my difc< urfe (hall Be immortal !" 

The orator next proceeds to narrate fome particii# 
lars re^&ing the * life of this truly great man-: , 
■ ** Benjamin Franklin/' adds he^ "was born at 
tiie -commencement of the prcfent century, in Boftoi^ 
the capital of New England* Hi^ fiither, perfecute4 
in his own country, on acconnt of his religious 
opinions, (for the Engliih fo wavering in regar^ t^ 
feligion, and wha have fo crften changed it by Jd;if 
Parliaments at tho nod of corrupt .kings and fanair 

• " ■ ■'■ , ■■! ■ ' ■ ■ . I f . 

* M. Fauch^ was exceedingly correA as to all the impoitaak 
cyents of Fr^inklin's life. He was indebted on this occafioa, to 
.ihe coBunumcatioRS of M. Veillard its^nrinff/ of the waters ofJPafl)^ 
M. Fleuryi and M* C< Roy> a member of the Academy of Sciences^ 
of the Royal Society of London, &c. and keeper of the king's cabf- 
W of natural hiiloiry : all of whom were intimate witK the Ameir 
rican aihbaiCidor. ' 

The Abb6 himicif was aUb acqoaincerf with hsm« haring oft^ 
dined in company with Frank|in> at a littk cbanning villa at 
Paflyj belonging to M. Roy de Chaumont. 

. " • ; Ileal 
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tical /chiefk, have always been, and are 9jt this very 
day perfecutors.) ; his &ther, I fay, took vefuger i^ 
the neve world, where the church, pf England, npt 
liavTng as yet intruded her intolerant fdicitude^ per<- 
mkted the liberty of confcience. 

^ His profeffion was obfcuie s but k* i^ from diis 
Tery obfeurky that it is glorious for him t« havf 
elerated bimfelf to the head of ^s nation, and 19 
^vebecoraethechiefasitwereofipaAktiid. HewbQ 
«iras defttned to be the founder and the pfefid^m of 
Che Philofepbical Society c^ Philadelphia, the creator 
and the foul of the Congrefs of America, was at fir^ 
i>rought 19 to the trade of a talk>w--chgn4Ier. . The 
cel4>rated orator Flechier began Kfe among ottrfelvet 
precifely in the £uiie mariner : -it may be con^d^ed 
an a prodigy, that under the feudal ariftocraiPy, hf 
Aoidd have ever become aa opulent bi^op i 

<^ The hereditary noblesi the titled fapfijiMes (it i^ 
^t yefterday as it were, they have ce%fed to ^jpift 19 
France) regarding his elevatioa with a, degree oi 
'fbrprile, mingled with fconv were unaMe to oour 
ceive how a minifter dared to confer a bi£hoprick.o(i 
a (^bdan« 

>- ^ Duke, replied the bifliop of Nimes to one of 
Ills contemporaries who was bafe enoudi to repFoach 
)ilm .with the occupation of his father, this is in 
j^ULth. wba^ djftinguifhes us from each other : if you 
had been born in the fame ftation that I was, yon 
^ould have 'ftitt remained a maker of €andlcs I'' 
* As it has been moft unjuftly afloted, that the 
i^bbe was very lax in Ae article of belief, it may 

not 
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itbt be zmib tofubjoln the conduding part of this. 
eJcge^ in which he makes the following apoftrophei 
ta the Deity : 

'^ Eternal ruler of human occurrences! who? 
according to thy promife, will difpofe every thing inr 
£ivourof our infant liberty *, it is thou who haft ac-. 
qMmulated in filence thofe remarkable, prodigious^, 
and miraculous events, in order to operate the erea«, 
tjon of our happinefs. 

: ^ But, in the combination of all thy bPiiefits, the^ 
greateft is, that thou. haft given us a Franklin, and. 
Qooneded us with an Ambrica ; the moft propi-^ 
tious is, t^at thou haft placed in the balance of thej 
deftinies, the genius of the national aflfembly, and 
the patriotifm of Bailly f and La Fayette , the moft, 
happy is, that thou haft in one day given l^iberty to^ 
the capital and the provinces, and difpofed a king tQ> 
embrace it. ; 

, ^ O memorable fuccefs ! the furrounding ivitlooiS} 
can fcarce ^ive credit to the truth of it i h\sx tbpy^ 
begin to be moved at the fight ; their doubts feem 
to evaporate, and they at length believe tha( theji 
alfo may be happy i, 

** Tyrants tremble ! your reign has paffed away | 
we have now brothers in fentiment over all tho 
earth. But a little longer, and in a mutual inde-» 
pendence and equal .affedion, the nations of thq 

• Tu auterti dominater virtutis ----- cum msgni revtrtir* 
ti& difpom* nos. 

f Then mayor of Paris. 

univerle 
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iiniverie wiH be aftoniihed at being hafpjj wad at 
finding themfelves Frendunen 1 

*^ Venerable old man, auguft philoropher, legtfla» 
tor of the felicity- of thy country, prophet of tht fra* 
ternity of the human race, what cxtatick happineft. 
embelliflied the end of thy career I From thy for* 
tttnate afylutB) and in the midft of thy brocberi, wha 
enjoyed in tranquillity the fruits of thy virtuety and 
the f^ccefi of thy genius, thou haft fung fongt p# 
deliverance^ The laft looks which thou caft around 
thee^ Micld America happy* France on.the other 
fide ottkt ocean 6*60, and a fare indication of th» 
appreacMng freedom and happinefs of the world. 

^ The United States looking upon themfelves ar 
thy children) haire bewailed the death ^f the father 
0f tfaetr republick ; France thy fiimily by adoption 
has honoured the founder of their laws} and l^ 
human race has received thee as the univer&l pa« 
triarcb who haa fomied the alliance of nature with 
fcciety. * 

^ Thy remembrance belongs to all ages i thy 
i^emory to all nations; t^y gipry to eternity !'* 

This fpirited efFufion to the memory of a fiunoua 
BiTiiick^ was attended With a fingulw* effect, for it 
eontribuM not a tittle to render the orator a digiia* 
tory of the Gatbdtck church. A grand divifion 
At this period was about to take place in the Gallican 
commim ion^- which may henceforth be dud to have 
been divided into jurors and non -jurors', tbofc who 

fubfcrl^ 
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Ali(cribed ^le civil con/Htutiofty 3nd thofe who re- 
jefted it ; the patriotick, and the rcfraftory dergjr* 
'Fauchtt, as may be eafily imagined, ranged himfelf 
-on the fide of the fbnner) and became biihdp of 
Calvados m 'Normandy. 

" This^rircumftance added to his reputation for pa« 
-triotilm, of cburfe gave him a certain d^rce of inte- 
ttfk withtn the precinds of his own diocefe, and^e 
^accordingly find him rtilprefcnttng the department in 
"Ac National Conventron, notwithtlandiog Normandy 
at'that time abounded ^icfa royalifts. 

Here, as befpre^'he took Che popular fide, and re- 
mained equally £fm and'sealous in hil attachment, 
until the btaldirpute between tbe Brtflbtines^ndthe 
fiiountsdn. party dduged all France with blood. 

On that occafion, as it may be eafily fuppofed, he 
did not hefitate to take part with the great and vir- 
tuous men, who oppofed Robefpierre and Marat, an4 
Wei^^firiaHy dbKged to fuccumb before the more for- 
tunate deftiny of thefe atrocious tyrants. 

He was of courfe involved in the affair of the 
'twenty^one profcribed membeiS) on the 31ft of May ; 
• nbtwrthftanding this he might have ftill efcaped, -h*! 
jiot other charges, of a very ftrious nature, beeh 
brought againft him. He was accuf(id, iathe^reat 
mother feciety^ of havingprocured a pafljport-ibr'M. 
de Narbonne, the ex-mirifter, on account of which 
his name was erafed from the lift of Jacobins. A 
more fatal, and perhaps^a more honourable accufation 
was next brought forward. Cbabot denounced him 

for 
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for having received a vifit from Qharlotte'Corday*, 
after the aflaflination of Marat* 

In confequence of this, he was immediately ar- 
rcfted as a royalijfj and executed on the 31ft of Oc- 
tober 1793, in the forty*ninth ye:^r rfhis agg. 

Fauchet was efteemed on account of the regularity 
of his life, and the aufterity of his principles. Al* 
though opulent, he was not expenfive, being modeft 
in bis deportment, and avoiding every thing that had 
4he appearance of oftentation. His cloqueQce was 
deemed pleafmg, rather than perfuafive; and he was 
a zealous admirer of J. J. Roufleau, whofe memory 
•he cherifli'ed with a refpeS bordering on adoration.^ ' 

In his perfon^ he was above the n;iiddje fise, 
and his countenance exhibited fometfaing particularly 
pirepoflei&ng. • . 



* The zeal of Chabot, on tliis» as on many other occafiont, out' 
ran his veracity. It is a well-amthenticated fa£l» that Mademoirelle 
Charlotte Corday^ never faw Fauchet. She had indeed<^>een ftron^y 
recommended by Barbaroux to the Biihop of Calvados, and the 
letter^ vflxcb had never teen prejentedy ^as found in her pocket.4>pa|^9 

'after i^e had immolated Marat. ■ This circumftasce, which ought 
to have opera(^d flrongly in favour of hjs innocence^ on the con- 
trary, lerved as a pretext for his guilt. But he was tried before'a 

''tribunal of blood, and during a period of diilradtion, when/ufpicion 

• and criminality h^ become fynohimous. 
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THE LAMETH$% 

^ There were two brothers of this name, both at 
onetime, irvhigh favour at the French Court, the 
ti'devant Count efpecially, who is faid to have been 
in the good graces of the Queen and Madame de 
Lamba^e. A little before the revolution, he married - 
a rich Creole of St, Domingo, with whom he got 
• immeinre wealth, in confequence of the interceflion 
c( 2L great perfonage ; but no iboner did that event 
take place, than he declared himfelf on the fide of 
the people. On being reproached with ingratitude, 
he replied in language worthy of a Roman,^ — '* that 
the firft and deareft obligations of a citizen are to 
his country." 

JNo fooner did the Lameths join in the general cry 
for a limited government, than they were reminded 
by the courtiers of their plebeian origin. It was 
difcovered that their gre^t grandfather had been a 
tallow-chandler at Amiens, and their grandfather a. 
(urgeon*. Thefe little genealogical anecdotes were 
all forgotten, while theybafked in the funihine of 
Verfailles, and vied in fevour and* fplendour with the 
dukes and peirs of France, The moment, however, 
it was known that they fecretly approved of the de- 
ftru(Stion of the Baftllle, the obfcurity of ^their an- 
ceftors feems to have become criminal, and it began 

* He feems to hrrt been a man of fomc enUnence, inr he was 
fnrs^on to Cardinal Mazarine. 

G g t» 
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to bewhifpered abroad, that they thcmfel ires could 

icarcely be confidered as g^nthtmn ! 

The circumftances juft recapitulated gave birth to 
iliany fplenetick literary eflfiifions on the part of their 
demies, and we (hall here tranfcribe one pf the liUn* 
poons puUifked on the occafion: 

*< JadiS) dans Amiens, uii Sieur Lamtthf dit-oi^ 

'* (Je le tiens d'un farant en ^^nlalpgies) 

** Vendott au public des booties : 

*\ C*€toit nn mirchand 4e renom ; 

<' M^e on iui d<Ht Toiv^bn.en rmrbnrcfff * 

«< Le bonhommc n*avoit d*autrt pr^CflotAOft 

** Que dc vendre fcs huilles cheres, 

** Qtt'il fcroit ficr dc fon inTentiony 

" S^il en Toyoit les efltts falutaires \ 

** 3et.petits»fils,.qftede la nation - 

'< Sont devcnus toot i- coup les lamieret 

*5 Pour Tcqlairer 4< la bonne %on - 

" Dan& les archives de leurs peres,** ice. 

When any outrage was coroniitted againft the 

royalifts, ; when the caftles of the mhlejfe were fet 

on fire by an enraged and oppreflcd peafaqtry, or. 

the perfons of the artftocrates threatened with chsj*- 

-tifement, the recital wasiure to be accompanied by. 

fome jeft agaipft the Lameths, who were faid to be. 

at the bottom of the plot, and, not unmindful of the^ 

'calling of their humble anceftors, were ftill fond of 

^ letting blood," and anxious to " enlighten houfes 

with flambeaus, and underftandJngs with lanUrneu*' 

However clumfy thefe jokes, may appear, they were 

fdt, and it was not long before thp obJe<9:s of them 

€^ed to merit the ariknadveffions of the cour^ 

tiets^ ' . 

During 
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During the greater part of the duration of the 
conftituent aiTembly, the elder brother evinced a 
manly independence, and exhibited talents adapted to 
the tribune ^ for his eloquence wa3 calculated at 0flc6 
to i^leafe, inftru<S^> and admonifh. It was not until \ 
the reviji^n of the conftitutional code^ that his con- 
duA became equivocal \ then^ indeed, he was thought 
to have made his peace with the court, and to bave 
been fecretljr re-admitted into. the favour of the 
Queen. He had been, generally indeed, on but in- 
difierent terms with thofe whom (he confidered a| 
her enemies. 

His property being fituated in the French Weft 
Indies, thfs crrcirmftancc itttefeftcd him greatly in 
the <|ueftion concerning negro flavery. He had no 
©Ije^on to rtenof his own complexion vitidicating 
their fireedbm s but the idea was intolerable in refpeA 
to beings with flat nofes, frizzly hair, aixi dingy comi- 
, piexions,— more efpecially as he claimed fome hun- 
dreds of thefe creatures as his own property f |t 
is not to be wondered at, then, if he evinced a 
deadly hatred againft Sriffbt, and all ^t!!lofe apper- 
tainbg to the fociety called PJmrs Jes Nbirs^ who 
Nvere not fufficient metaphyfician^ to .conceive htyA 
ttuman rights could be alFeded by the mould of tb^ 
features, or the colour of the ^in- 

Between the Lameths and La Fayette Aerc cxi 
ffted for a long time the moft deadly hatred ; Ae^ 
wer e at lengthy however, with much difficulty rea. 
conciled, and even agreed to aft in concert; this 
c^ialition was of courfe looked upon with an evil eye 
' Ggz by 
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by the patriots^ who, rup|x>ring tbcm influenced by 
iiitercfted motives, attacked them with redouble4 
vigour, and at length forced them to abandon their 
native country. 

ALSXAKO£R lAMETH. 

Notwithftanding his grcfit grandfather, was of the 
fame profeffion as the father of the Bifhop of 
Nifmes *, yet he found means to become a Knighc 
cf Malta. This was afluredly in exprefs. contradic- 
tion to the rules and regulations of that celebrated 
order of knighthood, as its crones were only to be 
bsftowed ' on fuch candidates as could prove them- 
felves neble, both by father and mother's fide, ,fbr 
a certain number of generations. It demonftrates, 
however, the high prate£fic\ . as the courtiers were 
accuftomed to term it, with which he was bo« 
noured. 

When the States*General were convoked, Alex- 
ander reprefented the balliage of Peronne, Roye, 
and Mont-Didier, during the years 1789, 1790, and 
179 1. While in this capacity, he acquired confider- 
able celebrity by appearing to make a generous Sa- 
crifice of the, privileges of a particular caji to the 
interefts of his country. He cotifequently ranged 
himfelf oi| the fide of the minority of the nobleii 
and acquired a confiderable degree of popularity, 
notwithftanding his crofs of Malta, his rank, and hif 

great conne(3i3ns. 

_,'- ■■,- - ^ 

/ The father of the celebrated and eloquent Flechicr was a w//»w. ■ 

Whea 
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\ VThui *ht declaratim of tlic Rights of Maw 
was propofed, he voted fcr the affirmative; he aHb 
trohtributed to the anmhiiatioii of the }>arliamentS9 
and affented to the precedence of the legiflative over, 
the executive power. 

When at the height of his reputation, he attacked 
Mirabeaa; d^at great orator defignated him and hi^ 
fiip porters,- under the name of i/»i7rri//fe; denounced 
lliem hy chat title only eight days before his death;, 
ftnd would, perhaps, have crufhed them in the bud,. 
if he bad lived but a few nx>nths longer. 

About this time he had obtained (bme eminence 
in the Jacotiin foci^ ;.but he mzit fuch a tyrann:ca}: 
ufe of his influence, that he was ibon abandoned. 

He was eletfted Prefident of the National Con- 
iRention, and aflumed the chair, on the itfl of No^ 
trember 175(0* 

The Chevalier was at length included ia the de^r 
trtt eS accufadon launched againft Barnave, and^ 
feved himfelf by flight in 1792. 

He is iaid to be natyrally vain and intriguing, but 
liis misfortunes have undoubtedly eorredbd the iirft 
0f thefe faults, as he has of late been educated in the 
ifchool of adveifity. As to the latter qualification,, 
were he to poflefs all* the requifites, it muft of* 
courie be ufetds during his pneient obfcurity.. 

CHARLES ^LAMETU^. 

A rf«^vtfirf GovNT, and Colonel of Culraj^ertY 

is ftill rtiore cetebrated than his relation, and at twa 

different periods cff bis life was in poflfeiEon of ini-- 

G g J. menib^ 
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menfe influence, having by turns been j)4^rpnife<)' bjf 
the court and the popular party. 

He was one of the deputies in the States-General 
for the province of Artois, and conduced himfelf 
-nearly in the fame manner as his brother, having 
fided with fuch of the nobles as took part with 
th^ people, and, with them fcorning every idef 
©f perfonal inter^ft, he (acrificed his privileges to bi$ 
jprinciples. On this account they were of courfe ab- 
horred by the feudal arijlocracy ; but, perh^p^, fuch 
an enmity conftitutes their mod honourable eu« 
logium. 

It has been faid of Charles, that he evinced th^ 
blackeft ingratitude on this occafion, having been 
educated in the Court, arnl indebted to the Queen 
for his marriage with a rich heirefs: but although it 
b(B a delicate thing to <Jraw diftinSions between the 
duty we owe to our country, ahd our refpeft to indi- 
viduals, as a queilion of rights there can exift no 
^oubt. 

, The projefts of the Lameth family, owing to a 
variety ofcircumftances, have never been fufficiently 
developed. It is pretty evident, however, that they 
"were ambitious to take the lead in publick affairs, and 
were at one time exceedingly popular*. 

This was demonftrated on the duel between 
Charles and the Duke . de Caftries, a deputy like 
himfeif in the States-General, but of an oppofite 

• Both tlie brothers were Prcfidcnts of the NatioDat AifemUyi 
CUarlcs a^ed in that capacity on the 3d of July 179Z. 

party; 
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Mtttjr ; tbt-Jic fet on, and vote4 with the cot£ droits 
fpr fight Mci as that of the royaUfts was then 

; The Count had caufed a pcrfon of the name, of 
jSauvigny to be excluded from the meetings of the 
noblejji ; ort this the latter made ufe of certain ex- 
preffibns whicdi the new deputy parried by pleading 
M$ m^oH, oMerving^ that being now devoted fo 
Ihe aftairs of the publick, he could not avenge the 
infult offered to an individual. 

The Duke de Caftries treated this as an extuft 
to prevent fighting,^ and fome of his pleafantries 
having cokne to the ears of Count Lanieth, a ccmbat 
enfued. On this occafion the latter received three 
fword wounds in the arm. from the hand of his an-^ 
tagonift, and conducted himfelf with great gait 
lantry. 

No fooner were the Parifians acquainted with the 
event than they confidered it as an aflaffination of ' 
one of their champions. They accordingly repair- 
ed in immenfe crowds to the Hatel de Cajiries^ in- 
tending to avenge themfelves on the perfon of the 
duke. As he, however, had been prudenf enough 
to retire they inftantly began to deftroy every thing 
in his houfe, which was completely gutted in the 
courfe of a few minutes. . 

They then attenipted to fet fire to it, but were 
prevented by the vigilance of La Fayette, at that time 
Commandant^gineral of the national guards, who 
flew thither at the head of a fquadron of horfe. 

This, 
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. This, however^ proved a very thatifel«6 QlBe% 
for the 4triflcicratii afleited that he had receivHl'- 
timely notice of, and could have prevented die dilX 
prder, but did not ehufe to ftir from head quarterr 
until the whde uty was m danger of being fyt 0tt 
fire f 

A little before this M. Lameth, wlio held an of- 
fice * in the houfehold of the Count d'Artois, re^ 
Agned his charge :. oa that occaiion he^#Ar a march 
on his royal highnefs, who intended to have dijmijJUL 
him on account of his political principles. 

Charles Lameth left France in Ejgt^) and repaired, 
inilandy to a neutral territory, having rqoined hi^ 
brother at Hamburgh ; he has fmce been in Eng^ 
kmd, but the fight of a cunftitutioful was too odi« 
IDUS to be endured by the royalifts of ^ oii fch^oty 
and he is reported to have been lent oiF at a very 
flibrt warning. 

. Both the LametRs were mfcrted' ih the lift of" 
emigrants; notwithftanding this, they returned to 
France, and remained publtdcly there during three 
months: it was during that fhort but critioal period, 
when Camille-Jourdaii> Bartheleiiiy, &c. had pal** 
fied the public efforts, and were ba ^ point ol 
f roducing a counter-revolution.. No fooner^ how«^ 
ever, did the grand epoch of the 4di of. Sq>t6mbe(> 
arrive, than their hopes were completely \>Iafted) and- 
^ey as well as a multittide of emigrants obliged 
cnce more to fly. 
» 1 ■ ■ ' *■■■ • ■ >♦ < .1 ■ i » 

X ^ GtfUUbomme ^bmntur, a kind of lord inwaiting ! 

They. 
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,. They have lately been employed in getting their 
uames erafed from the fatal fcroU that condemns 
them to exile, but they have hitherto proved un* 
fuccefsful, and unlefs fome very uncxpefted circum- 
fiance ifhould occur, they are likely to fpend the re* 
niainder of their lives in a foreign country, 

JEAN DK BRV> 

Was the fon of an eminent lawyer in Laon, in the 
Siifonneis^ and he himfelf was bred to the bar aiid 
aftually praSifed there before the revolution. That 
event prevented him from obtaining the reputsttion of 
a great advocate and alfo obfcured the profpe^l of ^^ 
confiderable foitune j but he .has been fiiUy compen? 
fa,ted for tbefe imaginary loflcs by the revolution. 
, Befides a knowledge of jurifprudence, J^an de 
Bry affected to* be fomewhat of a philofopher ; and 
obtained that cbarader by a fenfible publication^ 
printed at Laon in the year 1790, with the 
title Jijfai fur I' Education Nationale. Thefe two 
qualifications obtained him the place of membir of 
the diredory of the department of TAifne, one of 
the fix which- includes the ci-devant Soijfonnois^ 
^eauvoif$f^ and the F(xin. 

Soon after this he was appointed a deputy to the 
National Convention by the eledlors of his depart- 
ment, and from the iirfl moment of his entrance 
into th,e legifiature exhibited a moft ardej\t love for 
liberty, mixed however at tirhes with a certain viOf 
lence^of f^jrit that proved detrimeiltal/to bus^p^rt)^ 

He 
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He was one of the chief abettors of the two femous 
decrees of the National Convention of the i^th and 
127 th of November 1792, which promifed the fra- 
ternal affiftance of the French nation to the oppre& 
fed inhabitants of every country who wlfflied tat 
(hake off. the yoke of their tyrants, l^hts meafure^ 
according to the royalifts, was a dire£t invitation 
to all the Cromwells and Ma&nlellos of Europe. 

It was he alfo who^ both in the Jacobin club md 
Convention) moved to create a LigidH it Tyrannic 
eitks^ for the purpoile of delivering mankind front 
the yokeof royal oppreffion. Briflbt and his friends, 
liDWttvtry fcouted riieie exaggemted piropofitionsy 
i^hicb tended not a little to add to the odium already 
cfcdted agaihft the French. 

In the year 1792, Jean de Biry wis twice iccre* 
Hry during die prefidence of Herault arid Gregoire, 
mA in the nK>nth of March of the fubfecpKnt year 
(^793) ^ himfelf "wis elected to tbt chair. 
' .The Oirondlfts did ho^ treat him with any great 
r0f]pe£l, and be was isilways beheld with a fufpictous 
^e by tfat Mountain' He however dbtained a cer^ 
tain ^gree of inHuolRce after the Thermidorian Ju* 
bOee, %rid'fnan that time to thb he bias always beca 
a diftinguifbed patriot in the iegUlature^ and an afli^ 
duDua and laborious member df the committees. 
* Inxhefummer of X795i a thick doud feemed i& 
cnvijrontlie head of this deputy. Happening to beona. 
satiTtoalto the aimy of the Rhine, he was p\idJickly 
cbarged with having diforganized the military, difci^ 
plinei f^ admirably actaiaedby theftidof Fid)egnt,and 
;. . wiilk 
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. with rpreading anti-republican principles, among the 
inferiour officers. This ridiculous imputation. origi- 
nated in the mifconduft of fome young men, who left 
their regiments before the paflage of the Rhine, 
and repaired to Bafle, where they were heard to fay, 
" that they were not foolifh enough to fight for a 
rcpublick, which they knew to a certainty could 
not exift." They added, '* that Pichegru apd Jean 
de Bry were actually concerting meafures for deli- 
vering Strasbourg to the army of Conde ! " 

The patriotifm of the deputy was, however, fo 
linlverfally acknowledged as .to fecure him from any 
kind of enquiry on this'occafion, 

Jean de Bry has been lately fent as minifter pie* 
nipotentiary to the Congrefs of Radftadt, in the 
room of "Treillard, who has obtained the rank :t)f 
DireSof. 

■ On^this grand difcuflion depends the peace of 
Germany, and perhaps of Europe. The ableft ne- 
gotiators will be prefent on the part of Pruffia, 
Auftria, &c. but unfortunately the talents of Jean 
dcf Bry are inferior to thbfe of his predeceflbr, and'- 
he is deficient in diplomatick acquirements. It is 
thought therdbre that the ex'^direSfor will ftttle all' 
the preliminary articles within the limits of the 
repuHicfc, and the new minifter — ^fliould peace be con- 
cluded—will have only to affix his fignature and 
fan(Slien% 
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DAUNOU, 

Like Billaucl, was originally a prieft of ^tOratoryy 
, but b^ fupcrior to him both in capacity and know* 
ledge. He was a man of learning in the ftridleft 
fenfe of the word, and befidcs his exertions within. 
the walls of his convent, in the tnftruftion of the 
youth who were entrufted to that comrpunjty, he 
wrote fome memoirs on natural hiftory previoufly^ 
t9 the revolution, which obtained him admittance into 
the fociety of Experimental Philofophy at Bruflels, 

Dauiiou was too much a philofopher to be attach- 
ed to the prejudices of his condition; but he was 
prudent enough to conceal his fentiments until a 
favourable opportunity occurred, • 

The new order of things enabled him to throw 
pfF the difguife. Accordingly, in the year ijgo, 
he publifhed a work which occafioned 'Ibme noifa 
at that period, and is ftill highly efteemed, entitled 
De la Religion Publique^ ou ReJie£iions fur un 
0}apitre du Contra t ScciaU de yean Jaques Rouf^ 
fcau. It was obferved that Daunou, Raynal excepted, 
was the firft monk in France who had cultivated 
with fuccefs the triumphant philofophy of the age* 
he CathoUque Romoiny faid Daunou, a deux Ckefsy 
Jon Roi et le Pape. Qr il ejl indubitabU qu*un 
Frangoisy qui fe croira le fujet de l*evique de Rome^-^ 

fera toujours en France un mauvais citoyeh f ♦ 

■ ■ ■• ■ • -^ I .. 

♦ ** The Roman Catholick faith has two heads : the King and 
die Pope. Now it Is inconteftable, that a Frenchman who believes 
hlmfelf the Tubjea of the b&Oiop of Rome, will be always a bad 

citizen.^* 

Little 
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Little fitisfied with his tbeoretical phllafbphy,' 
Datmou wanted to give alfo fomc proofs of what is 

. called aftire patriotifm. It was he who prevailed 
4ifK>n his brethren de la Congregation de VOratoire 
to fend ajpetition to the National Aflembly in Sep- 
tember 1790, craving leave to appear in its prefence, 
and take the civick oath to bring up the French youth 
Vf the principles of the conftitution. When this 
•requefl: was granted, he himfelf repaired to the bar, 
as the chief of the deputation. 
'■. He alfo wrote fome difcourfes, afterwards infcrted 
in the Journal Encyclopidique^ upon the advantages 
that French literature was likely to reap from pub- 
lick liberty, Thefe cflays tended to confute the 
dodtrine inculcalted by the conduftor of the jtnnee 
Littiraire (the fucceflbr of die famous Freron), 
who afTerted that political inveftigations were apt td 
deftroy the tafte for the fciences and the bellesJettres. 

, Daunou was at length appointed a deputy to the 
Nationjd Convention by the department du Pas de 
^lais. During the triumph of the Girondi/ls his 
name was fbar^ely mentioned, and yet their fall in- 
volved him in the perfecution of the feventy-three 
members who had protefted againft the proceedings 
of the 31ft of May. He remained an confinement 
during fourteen months. 

At length - the imprifoned deputies were liberated, 
and cefumed) /«rV pojlliminii^ their ancient rights. 
After regainkigtheir liberty they were generally more 
A&tvtly^ iihd indeed mor^ ufefullyemployed than' the 
reft of their colleague^, This/^^as exa&ly the cafe witik 
H h Daunou, 
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Datuxm. He became a member of Ae Committee 
of Legiflationt where he made a confiderable figure, 
and was admitted foon after into the Committee of 
General Security, where his motions were always 
diftinguiihed for dieir good fenfe and humanity. 

When Buonaparte conquered Auftrian Lombard 
dy, and the Emperour undertook by the treaty of 
Udina to acknowledge the new Ci(alpine govern- 
ment, the former requefted the diredory to fend a 
few diftinguifhed publicijis to affift him in forming 
the conftitution of the new Italian republick. They 
were accordingly nominated, and the moft eonfpi- 
cuous members proved to be Sieyes and Daunou. 
They did not, however, fet out for Italy, as Buon- 
aparte, either in confequence ci the orders of the 
French government, or of his own accord, organiz- 
«d their laws, convoked their legiflature> and ap- 
pointed the executive magiftracy. 

Soon after the murder of the French general Du- 
phoz in Rome, and the march of the French troops 
to revenge his fate, Daunou and Mong6 were dif*- 
patched'to that metropolis as commiffioners of the 
diredlory* 

Daunou is ftiU there and continues to' ,d£k an inti* 
portaht part-*-that of Frwch proconful in the Capi* 
tal of the ancient world. 

When he refided in Paris, during the great con- 
liA between the republicans and the royalifts, pre* 
vious to the i8th Frudidor, he becamo ch^ sUSfta^^t 
4^f Garat and Chenier in the joitrnal eimtlfct^Xtf 
ConfervaUur Jc la RtpvbllquAi ' . . j *. ' 'i 
... Daunou 
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Daonou tias never difappointed the publick in the 
opinion it had formed of him, in the beginning of 
his political career; and he has always been remark- 
able for his inveftigating fpirit and methodical mode 
of reafoning. He is reputed, next to Sieycs, to be 
the greatcft adept in the principles of political eco-* 
homy, and, in the language of a royalift, is mtta* 
phyjically jaccbinical. 

RO£D£R£R, 

Has diftinguilhed himfelf as' a lawyer, a ftatefman, 
and a man of letters^ The revolutiort found him 
prefident of the Parliament of Mctz, and he enjoy- 
.ed » high reputation in his native province *• Be- 
ing ^pointed a deputy to the States-General, his 
€0ndu6l there was ailway$ niarked by fagacity,' wif- 
doon, and moderation. 

To him was owing the decree pafledlxy the Na- 
tional AflcmWy in April 1790 ; declaring, that 
•* Letters were the property of him to whom they 
were written, but could not be printed without the 
Confent of the perfon who was the author of them/' 
This decifion tended to convey a cenfure upon4)ie 
Abbe Maury, who had betrayed a private corjre- 
i^ondence. 

It was he likewife who moved, that the clergjr 
pf a]) defcriptions, whofe revenues were reduced, 

• Tiw w-Wifvunif Lorraine. 

H h 2 ihould 
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(hould enjoy (bmething more than the minimum fixed 
by the ecclefiaftical committee. . 

In Oftober 1796 he prefetited the celebrated re- 
port refpefling toi^ccsy ai)d procured that the culti- 
vation of this article fhould be permitted throughout 
the whole kingdom. 

He alfo was the firft who moved> that the right. 
of aAive citizens (hould be granted ^* a cette nation 
fi a5iif^ Ji indujlrieufe^ qui a promene fur le globe 
fes fuperftitions fen^ argent et fes malheurs (les 
Julfs), et a cette clafle d'hommes que nos anciennes 
loix vouloient degrader, tandis que nos appUudifle- 
ments Jeur jEiifoient partager tous les jours fur Ic 
theatre, la gloire dcs plus iiluftres genies {Us coni'- 
mediens)^/^ 

On the diffoJution of the firft Aflembly, Rcederer 
was appointed a member of the department of Paris,, 
and) after the death of M« de la Rochefoucault f , ha 
was nominated prefident. He held this honourable 
. poft more than a twelvemonth, and towards the 
end of that period found himfelf in a very critical 
ficuation. In his capacity of prefident he was ob- 
iiged, in company with fome of his colleagues, to 



• «* To that nttioD fo a^^ive, fo induftriouSj (ihe Jewt) which 
lias wandered over the globe with its fupt:Hlittons> its weakh, and' 
its mififortuBes } and to that dafs of perfons (th^ afpertaimt^ /« 
*^fj^*gf)i whom our ancient laws inclined to degrad^> attlie -wefy 
time our plaudits made them participate every ni^ht at the theatre^ 
iQ the glory of t^e moijk iUuArious geniuics.** . . « . 

t JormerV the Ouke de Rochefoucault. 

pay 
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pay a vifit to the king, then prifoner in the Temple, 
in order to fubjeft him to certain interrogatories. 
Tttis was certainly a difagrceable taflc; for no 
human wifdom could at that time fuggcft the duQ 
tneduLim between the refpe£t to be paid to the un- 
fortunate monarch, and the maglfterial deportment 
exafted by the growing republican Ipirifc 

At the period of the revolutionary government, 
all the authorities conftituted by the national aflcmbly 
were fufpended, and the departmental adminiftration 
of Paris was adlually aboliflied, to give room to the. 
revolutionary tribun^^ 

Roederer poffefled too much honour, as well as too- 
much humanity, to become the tool of fuch men as>. 
Danton and Robefpierre : of courfe he was expoiedt 
to their malice. 

Accordingly, he was perfecuted in the fame man* 
rier as many other deputies of the eonftituent aiTem^ 
bly, arid had he not efFe<Sled his efcape, would have 
been fent to the guillotine with his ancient colleagues 
Barnaye,, Gouttes, Chapellier, &c. 

When the days of t error ifm had pafTedaway, Roe- 
decer repaired to Paris, and being without any fort 
of occupation, he gave a courfe of lectures onpublick 
hwsLnd political economy^ at the Republican Lyceum^ 
which added greatly to his former feme. It is af!o- 
nifhing, however, that notwithftanding his talents^ 
and patriotifm, aie generally acknowledged in France,, 
he has never bcea eleSed a dcpiity to any of the 
^ibfequem Legiflatures.' 

H h J Pefcre 
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Before the laft tremendous revolution of the 8th 
Frufildor, Roederer was the chief conduftor of wt 
journal, entitled la Dicade Hifiorique. It was 
remarkable for being one of the few impartial periQ- 
Jical publications, out of 150 papers that appeared 
daily in Paris. He was, in fome meafure, a pro- 
te£kor of the growing fpirit of chriftianity, then arif- 
ing from the revolutionary ruins, in oppofition to 
the anarchical "and atheiftical philofophy : " Si n^us 
accufons *"> faid Roederer in one of his number^, 
« rEvangtle d* avoir caufi la St. Barthelemi^ on 
fourra^ avec autant de raiforiy accufer la Philofo^ ' 
fhie d^avoir caup les.2 et 3 Septembre^* - 

It may be neceffary to remark, that during the 
*eflion of the conftitaent affembly^ he had been 
a member of the Jacobin club, and it was owing 
to his zeal, that a fimilar<.inftitutionunder the name 
cf The friends of the conjiitution was eftablilhed at 
M^tz- It is likewife u matter of fafl:, that when 
this fociety had refolved to break oiF all cornieaion 
with the jacobins, who were charged with having 
contributed to the tuniultuous meetings in the 
Champ de Marsy and correfpond for the future with 



* << II we are to accofe the gofp^ of having occafioned thejnaf- ' 
£icr« of St. Bartholomew,, we may with equal reafon, accufe pM- 
lofophj, of having proceed that of the 2d and 3d of September/* 
' This proportion is far from being corre£(. It was neither the 
biBlethat caufed the one, nor jShilofophy that was the origin of the 
other. They both originated in fanatmjm^ with this difl^rence^ 
that the firA was the offspring of r<digiop, the iccond of poKtlcks. 

the 
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the Feuillans only,.Roederer wrote a long letter ♦, (n 
which he exhorted them to prefirve their union with 
fhe mother-focietyj and to fhun an. alliance with the 
Feuillans C" qui entendent la taifique des emeutes 
beaucoup mieux que perjonne^*) who had attained 
a fuperiour degree of eminence, in the art of excit- 
ing commotions I 

BOURDON DE t*OISB. 

, This fenator, according to fome, was originally an 
attorney ; others fay a clerk to a notary of Pontoiie, 
a town feven leagues diftant from Paris. What* 
ever his profeffion may have been, few deputies have 
exceeded Bourdon in fpirit, activity, and undaunted 
courage/ He has been prefent at the moft awful 
events which have occurred curing the courfe of the 
revolution, and he has always condu&ed himfelf with 
intrepidity. It is not to be concealed, however, 
that he has a£ted with all parties, and that his cha<« 
ra&er is very equivocal. 

During the reign of terrorifm^ Bourdon was one 
of the moft ftrenuous fupporters of the mountaineers^ 
with whom he had ingratiated himfelf, partly by his 
credit for patriotifm, and partly by his having been 
prefident of the jacobin club on the famous 31ft of 
May, i79> 

It is. alfo recorded, that on the ift of Junc^ while 
on his way to the hall of the National Convention, 
he mingled among the ranks of the armed force, in the 

■ 'II ' ■ ■! ■ ■■■ I IIIIWII^ ■»i» ....■I ■■ ' ■■II II I I III ■■■III! I ^ ■ 

• In 1 79 1. 

garden 
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garden of the Thuilleries, and exhorted the cifizen-p 
foldiers to defend to the laft drop of their blood, the 
National Convention, then threatened by the Giron- 
difts, who wanted to deftroy the repubHck, and the 
jacobins who were its moft powerful advocates. 

The emigrant count de Montgaillard, pretends 
that Bourdon laboured very much in fecret with 
Marat, to bring about the dreadful events that en«- 
fued ; and as the latter was accuftomed to fay ^* that 
in order to cdnfolidate the republick, four hundred 
thoufind pcrfons ought to have been cut oS',** M^ 
de Montgailiard adds, that fiourdon' very often 
Replied — *** courage^ man ami ; un %ir9 de plus a 
ton addition pstriotique^ et Pipuratian /era corner 
plete*.'' 

It is afTerted alfo, that Bourdon de TOiie was a 
complete terrorift, and that he inftigated Robelpierre 
- more than once^ " not to let the feventy deputies;^ 
rot in prifon !'* 

In the month of December 1793) he is (aid to 
have propofed, a general maflacre of thofe confined 
in the jails, to the jacobin club i and in the month 
of April, to have moved it again jointly w/th Bar- 
rere and Collot dllerbois. It is belides reported,, 
that he fent emiflarles and money to the fe^Uons of 
Le Pellettier, La Halle-aux-BIeds, and the conirap 
focialy in order to obtain their confcnt. With the fame 
tiew, he is faid to have caufed 8,000 livres to be 
" ■ I ■ ■ I II ■ ■■ « I . I I ^ 

* Courage my friend f bat one nM>re cypher to your patriotick 
addition^ and the purification will be coioplete/ 

:i paid 



y Google 



BOURDON. " 3i7 

paid to a paftry-cook of the name of Crctieri ; md 
3,000 to Calvet, a hair-drefler, who had a powerful 
afcendency in their refpet^ive fetflions. He had alfo 
obtained the rank of prefident in one of the- above 
fe£tions, for a citizen named Desfeu^ on whom be 
could rely \ and he had procured from the Committee of 
Publiek Safety, the fum of 20,000 livres, which were 
prefented to Mr, Talma, a performer in the Theatre de 
la Republique^i who was one of the demagogues of the 
grpupes of the Palais Royaly as well as of the mob in the 
two celebrated fuburbs St. Antoine and S. Marceau. 
■ If thi^ horrid project was never carried into exe« 
cution, it is reported to be owing to the marked dif* 
approbation it met with among the greater part of 
the fedtionsi Bourdon himfelf is thought to have 
been foon after afhamed of the attempt. 

It would appear aimoft incredible after this, that 
Bourdon de l|Oife, ihould become one of the greatefl: 
champions of the Thermidorean fa6lion, if it were 
not recorded in the annals of the French revolution, 
that he was the very firft to co-operate with Tal« 
lien in the downfal of Robefpierre, and that be ac- 
tually became a violent perfecutor of his former. af* 
fociates, the jacobins ! In the new order of things^ 
he was, however, eminently ufeful to the republick. 
Whilft Gregoire, Lanjuinay, Louvec, Boiffy, Four* 
croi, and other deputies of great learning and talents^ 
difplayed the horrours of the preceding tyranny in. 
their writings. Bourdon, Tallien; Legendre, Du- 
mont, exhibited no common degree of courage and 
a^ivity in their efforts to annihilate the mduntain. 

Bourdon 
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Bourdon foon acquired the feme 6f a royalift ard 
an ariftocrat. But the publick was fpeedily unde- 
ceived on this fubje£L In the month of January, 
1795, Duhem denounced to the National Conven- 
tion, the laft literary work of the celebrated pro- 
feffor La Croix, e;ititled— — «* Lc Spcftateur Fran* 
$ai8 pendant le Gouverncment R^volutionaire j" 
which was the firft publick ftep towards royali/m. 
Bourdon, on this occafion, rofe, and declared the . 
book to be a deteftable publication, worthy of pu- 
nlfhment, on the part of the laws, and dcferving 
(born on that of all good citizens. " I am 'ready,*'" 
added he, ** to fp'll the laft drop in my veins, in 
order to prevent the return of royalty. The bloo<f 
of fifteen hundred thoufand brethren tn arms, co« 
vered with the laurels of viftory, fliall not be waft- 
ed to no purpofe." 

Soon after this, M. Gregoirc made a motion re* 
lative to the eftablifhment of the Catholick faith. 
Bourdon was one of his opponents, ** You are, my 
dear colleague," faid he to Gregoirc, ** a perfectly 
Roneft man, at once very-fenfible and very learned, 
a good patriot, and a good republican, but you now 
demonftrate to me, that a prieft is always a prieft." 

Tn the fpring and fummer of 1795, a period of 
univerfal perplexity, the^ fentiments of this deputy 
were never afcertained. His fpeeches in the Con- 
vention againft the reprefentatives profcribed on the 
12th: Germinal^ were held in high repute, and ob- 
tained him the title of an honeft man. On the other 
hand, his motion f#r abollflbing aU the afligtiats, iffued 

under 
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^nder ' the conftltutional monarchy, or to ufe the 
technical language of the Convention, pour dimom 
netizer les affignats a face royaly which amounted 
to the enormous fum of four milliards, rendered him 
fitfpetSted of anarchical and Jacobinical principles bf 
Many of his colleagues. 

Towards the clofe of the fitting of the Conven- 
tion, an opportunity was oiFered to Bourdon, to 
.complete his fervices to his native country? The 
legiflature bad difcovered, that the roya}ift confpiracy 
iirft developed by the r^tellious feflions of Paris, bad 
extenfive ramifications througout the republick; and 
indeed, as foon as thfs fe£lions were defeated, opeii 
infurre<^ions took place in a great number of the 
weftern departments, efpccially at Chartres, Orleans, 
31oisi&c. It was even fufpedled, tbat the chain of re* 
bellion, lextended from Paris to the army of Cbarret^ 
in La Vendee. Several deputies were accordingly fent 
on mii&on to the places moft expofed to the arts of thp 
infurgents. Bourdon being nominated to the depart- 
ment of £ure, conduced himfelf with uncommon fa« 
^acity and a£Hvky« In fhort, be difcovered the thread 
of the. oonfpiracyi^nd in the town of Nogent, a£luaUy 
found .a magazine of ^rms, in which, among pd^ 
implements of war, . were ten thou^nd pikes. .He 
was, however, lefs fuccefsful in Chartres, where 
his predeceflbr Le Tellier had been murdered. He 
alfo rifked his life, and was befieged during fifteen 
days by the infurgents, in a caftie, where he would 
have perifhed, if a large detachment of tropps bad 
not,fQ9i|ched to his relief. 

It 
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It feems quite unaccountable that fkch a niaii z^ 
this (hould have become a royalift. Certain it is, 
however, that Bourdon having been once more 
ele(5ied a member of the prefent legiflature, by proil 
iTuring a feat in the Council of Five Hundred, he 
inftantly joined, himfelf to the party of Pichegru suid 
Bartfaelemy. 

There are many wel^ informed perfons who think 
that all the profcribed deputies were not royalifts, 
and that on the contrary, fome of them were ftisiunch 
Tepublieans, who intended to put an end to' the arbi- 
trary proceedings of thediredory, tofufpend revolu- 
tionary meafures, and fettle a regular government. 
Bourdon was perhaps of this number, and if fo, he 
did not deferve the tremendous profcription in which 
he was involved on the famous i8th FruBidor^ of 
the laft yean Oh t^e other hand, if he was really a 
royalift, he fully juftified the opinion already con- 
ceived of him in France, that he was the man of 
evtry party. 

" Bourdon is about forty years of age, and much 
celebrated for his ftentorian voice, which was often 
excelled in point of melody, but in refped to loud- 
nefs, muft be allowed tO' have been unrivaUed in the 
hadlofthelegUlature. 
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Is a cUJevant baron, and officer in the Frenck 
army. Whether he rufhcd into the revolution from 
a love of liberty, or froni enmity to the court, is 
net as yet well afcertained. It is but fair, however, 
to attribute his conduft to the more honourable mo* 
tive. One of thofe noblemen who openly joined 
th^ tiers itatj in oppofitipn to the privileged or- 
ders, he a6led a confideraUe part in the conftitue^c 
aflcmbly, having been a member of the military 
committee, and a colleague of Dubojs . Crai\ce> 
Noailles, &c. 

His fervices at that memorable period will be al- 
ways remembered in France with honour and grati- 
tude, for he was the firft to give his opinion, in Jan. 
1 790, that the only means to have what he termed, da 
fhldatS'citoyens etdes citoyens-foldats^jwzs fo to fet- 
tle the military ccnfcription^ that the names of all 
male children fhould be entered, and they tbemfelves 
obliged to ferve their country as foldiesa for a certain 
pumber of years. This was the firft ftep toward^ 
the (ubfcquent requifitions, which by raifing aftonifli- 
ing mafles of men, confolidated peace at home, and 
national glory abroad. 

No fooner was the firft leglflature diflblved, than, 

this deputy experienced a temporary oblivion. If the 

conftitutional monarchy had fubfifted, he would cer- 

' tainly have afted a qonfpicuous part, but he was 

* Soi^iicr-citizciis, and qt^zea-foldierik 

I i expofed, 
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expofed, like all the moderate patriots, to the perfe- 
cution of the terrorifts ; and the downfal of that 
bloody feftion reftored him to liberty. 

'J 'he almoft boundlefs authority attached to lire 
office of commander in chief of the national guard 

' of Paris, had never been cntrufted to any per(bn 
fince the cataftrophe of Henriot. The Convention 
experienced how far it had proved dangerous in the 
hands of the latter, as well as of his predeceffors, La 

• Fayette and Santerce. They were fo much afraid in- 
deed of appointing another, that on the 12th GermU 
nal (1795) when the mountaineers Dubem, Gafton, 
Chodieu,&c. were committed to prifon, the command 

•of the Par rfian army was only pnvijionally conferred 
on Gen. Pichegru, at that time in the capital. It was, 
however, very foon found, that a commander was 
tinavoidable. On the motion of Andre Bumont, the 
Convention ^cnaifted a law, that all the terrorifts, 
or, as it was now the falhionable term, the iad 
citizens^ (hould be difarmed, and that if any of them 
happened td^T>e met with in hoftile array, they 
fhould be dircftly tranfported to Guyana. The 
whole of the Pajifian forcb was then in the bands of 
what was called §ood citizens y who, however, were 
all ariflocra^s and royalifts. 

M. Mcnou was appointed their commander, and 
DO man in Paris, at that time, could help thinking, 
that it was really the wifli of the Convention, to 
reftore royalty in France. This errour proved 

'- lu^y beneficial to its feeur ity. 

In 
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In the famous infurredion of the i^Prazrial^ when 
the inhabitants of the Fauhurg St.. Antoine befieged 
the hall of the hgiflature, and cut off the head of 
the reprefentative Ferrand, the Parifian youth, in tho 
nation^ guard, commanded by M. Menou, effeftcd 
prodigies of bravery, while fubduing the infurgcnts. 
Had it not been for tht grand miftakejuft alluded 
to, the ariftccracy of the capitaV would never have 
taken up aniis for the defence of the national repre- i 
fentation, which of courfe would have fallen a prey to 
the infurgents, and France would have been fwallowed 
up once more in the gulph of terrorifm. Louyet 
foon after acknowledged in his Sentinelle^ that the! 
royaliftshad faved the repuWick,/!?»J U vouUir*. 

Subfeqtient events have demonftrated how diffi- 
cult it is for an honefl man to conciliate *the cfteem 
of contending faftions during the flormy period's of a 
revolution, Men'ou was certainly a friend to liberty, 
but he detefted blood. On the other hand, there was 
now no other party in France^ but royalifts and re- 
publicans, and" the conteft had juft commenced be- 
tween the feilions of Paris and the National Con-*^ 
vention, with refpefl to the new eleftion of two^ 
thirds of the members of the legiflative body. 

Had M. de Menou forefeen the courfe of event^> 
and given in his refignation, the fituation of the 
Convention would have been exceedingly problema- 
tical ; but he carrefTed both parties. He promifed 
the Committee of General Security, that he would 

., H b 1 i.ii < II . , .1. , „ . „ , , „ ,,.,. , ,,,.,, II I ■ I ■« 

• Withojut intending it. 
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never defer t tihe republ lean ftandard, and declared to ehc 
fe6tions, that he would not comtmnd an army againft 
them. This latter declaration was fo fer mifunder- 
ftood by the fcftion of Le Pelletier in particular, 
that the inhabitants thought he was fpeaking in tb« 
name of the whole army. 

The fatal ftruggle at length took place, and 
M. de Menou on being ordered to march againft 
the rebellious citizens, refufed to obey. This be- 
haviour was certainly confiftcnt with his honour, 
but it was not fatisfaftory to the feftions, who wer« 
fanguine enough to hope, that he had gained over 
the troops under his command. Unfortunately for 
them, they were foon undeceived ; for the command 
b:;ing inve^ed in Barras, Freron, and Buonaparte^ 
they were fubdued and proTcribed. 

It was natural enough, that this^ oian fhould be- 
come an objeft of abufe with both parties. The vic- 
torious Convention upbraided him with deferting 
from the duties of a republican, in the timp of the 
moft preffing danger ; it was even aflerted, that he 
bad been bribed by the royalifts. He was accordingly 
committed to prifon, and tried before a military . 
commiflion. He was, however, acquitted, and ho-p 
n®urable mention was made of him by his judges, as 
a man of honour and humanity. 

M. de Menou Was foon after admitted into the 

favour of the prefent direcStery, who conferred on 

him in the courfe of laft year, the important truft of 

inJ^eSfor of the cavalry in the interiour, which fta- 

j. tion 
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.tioiv*he''novr fills with his accuftomed talents and 
integrMy. 

■' if any credit be given to fonre papers relative to a 
late confpiracy of the royalifts cortdu£ted by M. le 
Maitre, and detcSed by the Dire<9:ory, M. de Mchou 
is held in great abhorrence by the emigrants. 

' In the proclamation of the pretender it is alfo 
ftated, among other things, that La Fayette, Sieyes, 
and be, are deftined to a violent death, in cafe of 9 
counter-revolution. Menoii is a tall, goad looking 
oiahj of about 50 years of age. 

IS COVLTEUX DE CHAKTELBU. 

The family of Le Coulteux came originally from 
^Ro«en, the metropolis of Normandy. It was divided 
into many branches, each of which was exceedingly 
Weakhy, though none of them could rival that of the 
fubje<ft of thefe memoirs. They were all employed 
in commerce, ajid M, Le Coulteux, the deputy, had 
eftablifhed a counting-houfe in Paris* 

It is an eflablifhed fad, that the French nobility^ 
more efpecially in the earlier part of their liveS|Wer« 
extremely infolent towards the inferiour orders: but it? 
is equally true, that thofe di^layed nw^ft iliiberality, 
whb had either a recent origin, or wer« the imme-i* 
diate defcendants of magiftrates and lawyers, and for 
Ibis reafon were themfelves in fixne meafure de- 
^fed by every clafe of citizens, and more eipecially 
by the higher orders of nobleffi^ who Were accuf- 
tomed to ridicule them under. the apprllatton of Uf 
nouveaux vcnus rebhts, ^ , . 

1 i ^ ]loue/v 



y Google 



366 LB COULTEUX. 

Rouen was the feat of a parliament, and therjff9f<9 
full of poor noblemen. On the other hand, itf-j^ofnx 
fcfled a variety of manufadlures, gn extenfive trade^ 

and, confequently, many men of large fortunes. 

This fingular. contraft had carried the animofity 
between the opulent merchants and the nobles in 
Rouen to a higher pitch than any where elfe in 
France ; and it is but natural to conceive, that at 
the approach of the revolution, the very word »2^r- 
^hant was, in that place, fynonimous with democrat. 

M. Le Coulteux, befides his wealth and patriotifm, 
had further claims to be appointed a deputy to the 
States-General. He had received a learned educa- 
tipn, travelled thrpugh the chief countries of Eu- 
rope, and W2t5 a complete mafter of the Italian, Spa* 
niih, and Ejiglifli languages. 

If the labours of Mr. Coulteux in the Conftituent 
Affembly, and the fer vices achieved for his country 
at the beginning of the revolution, were not entitled 
to iiich exalted renown as thofe of Mirabeau, Bar- 
nave, and other eminent j)erfoos, who are chiefly in- 
debted for their fame to their aftonifhing eloquence, ' 
they were by no means lefs important. 

To him the French are indebted for the discovery 
•f the infufficiency of Mr. Necker's talents, in re- 
fytH to financial operations. 

In January 1790, he was appointed one of the 
commiflfaries charged with the examinajtion of a plafi 
prefented to the Affembly by M. Labordc, for the 
ere£lion of a national bank. Necker had already 
prodded a diflfereiU one. M* Le Coulteux, on 

making 



y Google 



' LE COULTEUX. 367^ 

making his report, afted very modcftly with refpeft 
to both: fuch, however, were his opinions relative 
to the fcheme of the celebrated minifter, that the, 
Afiembly rejeded it, and adopted thatof M. La*. 
borde, with certain modifications projeded by the 
reporter. ^ • 

It feems to have been decreed that M. Le Co'ul- / 
teux fho]uld raife his &me upon the ruins of that of 
ihe minifter. Accordingly, on the 7 th of February,, 
he was appointed by the King treforier de Pextraor* 
dinaire. This afforded another opportunity of dif- 
playing his modefty and patriotifin: for, a violent de^ 
bate having arifen in the Aflembly on the queftion. 
Whether fuch a place was compatible with the'du- 
ties of a legiflator? he declared, that in the alterna- > 
tive of making an eledlion, bis choice was. already 
determined; for he thought himfclf more honoured 
by remaining a member of the Aflembly, than by^ 
accepting any^Dffice under government. 

All the exertipns of M. Le Coulteux, in the 
Conftituent Aflembly, were direSed towards finan-. 
cial operations, and he conftantly evinced his fupe.- 
riour abilities and zeal for the regeneration of pdb-^ 
lick economy in his native country. 

The ihort compafs of a biographical flcetch does' 
not permit a detail of particulars. It is, however, 
proper to ftate, that this deputy was the firfl: to point 
out the refource of patriotick gifts. In confequence 
' of his zeal, thefe, fo early as the month of June 
1790, andounted ta no left than eighty millions of 
JivretJ 

Upoik 
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Upon all occafions his conehift was modeft, unat^ 
feming and generous. Though he was the firft to dif- 
cover a deficiency in the abilities cf M. Necker, he 
always ftrenuoufly fupported him, when any^ of his 
colleagues attacked tbrrt minifter. On the fbore of 
mo^rals, and he had a violent altercation with M, 
Camus, in the fitting of the 19* of- July 1790, 
when the latter oppofed the grdrit of thirty mil- 
lions, fclicited by the Comptroller General of the 
Finaftces. 

When the National Aflembly was diflbl^^ed, itt 
order to give plate to the fubfequent le^iflature, 
M. Le Coulteut, fetisfied,' as he ^d, with hi* 
fllare of glory, among the honeft men wHo had de-r 
ferved well of their country, refumed his former 
courle of lift, arid lived in a happy oblivion, at Paris^ 
during the yea^rs 1792 and 1793. 

But wh€ri he perceived the danger of the tremen- 
dous pfofcription that hung over the whole clafs tf 
Wealthy individuals, froni.the biatal and^ atrocicus 
feSioh of the triumphant fans-ctt^oftesy he left the 
metropolis, and retired to his country fcfat at Auteuil, 
~It was, however, in vain to have? reCouHe to Aich 
precautions ; for he was too w^U known to efcape 
the notice of the fenguinary mOniters of the revolu- 
tionary committees. He was accordingly feized^ 
carried to Paris, and, in all probability, deftined ta 
the guillotine, had not the 9th Thgrmiior intervened^ 
and procured him liberty. 

. Le Couiteux was elefted^ iri the year 1795; 
a deputy gf the department of Pari^ in the nevr 
^ - legiflaturc^ 
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Iegtfia}ure, and fo«n after took his feat in the 
Council of Elders. But notwithftanding his ex-- 
traordinary qualifications, he would never have been 
nominated, if the famous 13th Vendemiaire had not^ 
taken place. H« was known to be as averfe to rojr* 
alty as to anarchy, and for this very reafon was in no 
great favour with either party. Such was in general 
the &te of all the conftituents : they were utterly 
defptfed both by the royalifts and republicans. ^ His. 
appointment, therefore, proceeded from the perplexity 
of the elefloral college, which deemed itfelf fecure 
from attack, if it appointed thofe perfons who bad 
made any ^figure in the preceding aflembly. 

The career of this deputy in the new legiflature 
is pretty nearly thelTame as in the Conftituent Af- 
iiembly. Patriotifm has been his counfel, and finance 
his element. His plans have not, however, met 
with equal fuccefs ; for the financial fyftem of France, 
at the ^clofe of the revolutionary government, was fo 
diftracted, as to baffle any judicious and regular, 
icheme. 

Mr. Le Coulteux was the author of the forcei 
loan of fix hundred millions in fpecie, decreed by the 
legiflature, in November 179S, which, however, 
proved unfuccefsful, notwithftanding the compulfofjr 
means adopted by the Diredlory. 

He was alfo the firft to move for the ereftion of a 
financial company, charged with the adminiftration 
of the national eftates, and the difcharge of paper 
currency by means of ready moaey. He afterward? 
propofed that another company (hould be formed, 

foihe- 
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.fomewhat fimilar to the Bank of England, to enable 
the Executive Power to provide for the annual 
expenditure. Both thefe jrfans were approved by 
all well-informed perfons, but it was not poffible at 
that time to carry them into execution. 

Laftly, he moved for the loan of fixty millions for 
the boafled defcent on England, and was at the head 
cff the deputation of bankers, who prefented them- 
felves to the Direftory, and offered their refpeftivc 
quotas towards forwarding this objeft. 

It is but juftice to obferve, that M, Le Coulteux 
13 extremely amiable in private life. To a compre-. 
hcnfive mind he unites gentle manners. Though his 
fortune is immenfe, hisr expences arc limited, and his 
domeftick arrangements frugaL He alfo pays great 
attention to the education of his children, for whofe 
inffruSion he feleSs the ableft mafters in France. 

The writer of this article had the following anec* 
tjbte from one of his friends: — A young Spanifli 
nobleman repaired to Paris, a few months after the 
peace between the French Republick and Spain had 
been^ concluded. He was ftrongly recommended to 
M. Coulteux by a mercantile houfe of refpeSa*^ 
bility, that knew nothing of his principles or po- 
litic2i charafter. The Spaniard was of courfe in-r 
vited to dine with him. As he had been informed 
in his native country, that no honeft man in France 
tvas^ a republican, and that all the deputies in the le- 
gifiature were the dregs of the people, he fpoke 
while at table of both councils in an indecent mstn* 
jBCef, and concludtd by obferving, ** that they were 
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• pack of fcouadrels, who dlfgraced the French 
name ! ^— M. Le CouUeux, fmiling, replied—" 1 
hope, Sir, yotf make an exception iji my favour."-T* 

"" I beg your'pardon," aufwcred the Spaniard without 
dircompoHng himfelf, " this is the firft time 1 have 
perceived that a fexifible and accompliihed man is 
not a royalift ! " 

Le Coukeux is upwards of fifty years of agp. 

- He lives in a wing of the large houfe called the 
Palais de Bourbon^ in the Faub.Qurg. St. Honor e^ 
facing the l^lyflan Fields* 

TILJ-V. 

This zealous republican never ambitioned a feat 
in the legiflature, of exercifed any publick ofEce in 
France. He has, however, been employed abroad, 
and his talents in the diplomatick line are fecond to 
none. 

Tilly was originally a nobleman of JBritanny, and 
is a relation of the emigrant Count de Tilly, and 
alfo of the republican geiieral of the fame name, 
who diftinguiflied himfelf in the army of the Rhine, 
under Jourdan, Hoche, and Angereau. 

He was one of the few men appertaining to the 
privileged orders who, under the corrupt ftate of the . 
monarchy, a|id in the midft of the licentioufnefs of 
his own caft, dedicated his time to ferious ftudies, 
and cultivated thofe liberal principles which, bow- 
ever they may have been abufed, conftitute the glory 
of the prefent age, and became the precupfors of jdie 
revolution. 

In 
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In order to obtain information he vifited botfl 
England and Italy, In each of thefe countri.es he 
diftinguilhed himfelf by his inqulfitive dilpofitiOii) 
and his affiduous attention to learned men. 

At his return to France, Tilly was too modeft to 
publifli a detailed journal of his travels iti order to 
fatlsfy his literary vanity, and at the fame time, too 
fenfible of the weight of his obfervations in refpeft 
to his native country, to conceal his acquifltions. 
' Accordingly he wrote fome very (hort but interefting 
memoirs, tending to put the French on the feme foot- 
ing with the Englifli navy, and to improve the mapu- 
faAures and trade of hit native country, fo as to cope 
at leaft with, if not to furpafs that of its rrvak. 

The revolution at length occurred, and amidft 
the numberlefs emigrations and plofe of the no- 
bility, it certainly afforded great fatisfaSion to 
the patriots to behold a few individuals abjuring the 
prejudices of their order, and joining in the ftruggle 
for freedom. Tilly was accordingly highly admired 
by the Parifians, and as foon as the republick was 
' proclaimed, the executive council ^yas advifed to 
•mploy him in the diplomatick line. His long refi- 
dence In Italy, and his critical knowledge of the 
language, fitted him for a publick charaiSler in that 
country, and he accordingly obtained the appoint- 
ment of ambaflador to Genom 

No man was better adapted to his new fituation *, 
and the late changes in the fbuth of Europe may b9 

— I ■ I I m' ■ II I I ■■ Bill n III ji 

* He was fcnt on purpofe to affift in revolutionizing Italy. 
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lairly traced to the operations of his admiiiiftra- 
tion. 

No fisoncr had he arrived at Genoa than he grant- 
ed his prote£l:ion to every opprefled patriot in that 
petty republick. He even inftituted a club in the 
houfe of an apothecary, named Morando, where all 
the young men who afFe£led literary attainments 
(fome of them appertaining to the higheft clafs of 
nobility) held their meetings. 

From this time, Tilly might have been juftly 
ftiled the Scourge of the Genoefe arijiocracy ; and 
all the fubfequent afts of his embafly rendered him 
truly worthy of that appellation. When the fenate 
expoftulated with him about his ' encouraging thefe 
democratical meetings, he replied, " that fo many 
focieties-cxifted in Genoa with a view to revile and 
difgrace the French principles, that it was not tob^ 
wondered if one was fortned in order to apologife for 
diem." 

A Genoefe clergyman, named the Jbbe Lomhardiy 
employed by him in the capacity of fecretary for the 
Ttalian difpatches, being fufpeSed to a£l as one oi 
i^t^ prvpagandijts^ was t^ken into cuftody by order 
of the government : Tilly on this inftantly reclaim- 
ed him as a perfon appertaining to the French em- 
bafly.' The fcnate replied, that no fubje6t of the 
Genoefe republick'was permitted <o fpread principles 
tending to* its 'fubverfiori. Tilly rejoined, that as 
the perfdns ^ttaiihed to the ambafladors of all the^ 
crowned' heiads'^eifiding in Genoa profefTed the prin* 
ciples of their 'refpeftive governments, it was but 
Kk fair 
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fair for the Frendi envoy to keep in his fervicre i^^xik 
as were attached to the politicks of France. 

About this time the right wing of the army 
of Italy, in order to facilitate an attack on Cot de 
Tenit^ Saorgioy &c. belonging to the king of Sar-* 
dinia, had marched through the territory of Vinti- 
miglia, and thus openly violated the Genoefe neu« 
trality. The fenate, having complained anew on 
this occafion, Tilly anfwered, that it ought to per- 
mit this violation with the fame Indifference that it 
had allowed a fimilar one in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding year on the part of the Sardinian troops, 
while on their march to Oneille. 

Tie Auftrian general, Baron de Vini, intending 
to take pofleffion of fome towns in the weftern i?/- 
viera^ Ricord, Salicetti, and Albltte, the reprelen* 
tatives of the Frendi people with the army of Italy 
made great preparations to preoccupy the fame, and 
all the republican troops ifnftantly moved towards 
^e interiour of the territory of Genoa. 

The fenate required from Tilly a categori- 
cal explanation of thefe movements. *' I will' 
willingly ^ve," faid Tilly, " my explanation, when 
the fenate has given me, on thejr part, a (imilar one 
relative to the intentions of the coalefced powers.** 

As he was xealous^ adive^ and energetick^ beyond 
defcription, for the dignity arid intorefts of the new 
republick, it happened that he vci;y often, .hazarded, 
opinions iriconfift'ent with the eftabltibed jrelatjons. 
bett^een the two countries, and utterly, incompatible^ 
■irith the law of nations. The fenate at one time in- 
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fifting" on the ftrtft' obfervance of the exiffing trea- 
ties, " the French nation," replied Tilly, •* ac- 
Inowlcdgcs no treaty ftipul^ted oft the part of their 
kings.— The people," he added, *' \istvc taken afms 
in order tcJ aflfert fA^rV rights^ and they will never 
hty them down until their political relations art 
f^inded on a ttetter hafts!* 

' Juftice ^Ifo requires us to obfervc, that he did 
jWdI alipirays attend ta the pun^lillos of diplomatick 
decorum. 

* In his drefs a Id Carmagnole ^ he was accuf- 
tomed to receive the vifits bf the moft diftingulfhed 
members of the diplomatick body ; he waited on the 
fenate, in the national palace, in a black neck hand- 
kerchief and • pantaloons, and direfted the French' 
stents in the neighbouring towns never to piiU off 
their hats when they had occalion to call on the ma- 
gift fates and governors, although they were of the* 
moft noble femtlies in Genoa, fuch as Doria, Palla- 
vicini, Sphiola, &c. 

. -His\ardent charader fometifncs induced Tilly to 
.. ttrfefpafsNon the'Iaws of his country. At one period 
of ib» irevolutionary government, the Convention 
paiTed % decree, forbiddjng aliens coming from^ 
ccuntries'at war with France to enter the territo- 
ries of Jdie^repubJickj and the French agents and mi- 
giftrates w«re declared refponfible for the execution 
of it Tillyi' paying no attention to the will of the' 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ .». 

* Ifi;veil9 )»aiitaloons and rabre» with a lar^c threc*colonrtd* 
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legiflature, granted paiTports to all the Italian pa* 
triots, whether Tufcans, Roman$t Neapolitans) or 
Piedmontejfe, all of whom appertained to inimical 
countries. 

It happened about this time that a Sicilian cler« 
gyman^ named the Abb^ Sotira, being perfecuted 
by the government of Naples on- account of his 
* democratick fentiments, found means to efcape to 
Genoa, and afked for a paf}^ort to France j on 
obtaining it he repaired to Oneille. ^ 

Some French merchants refiding in Genoa wrre 
the enemies of Tilly. They had been in.Naples^ 
and known this very Abbe, who, in order to avoid 
the impending profeription, had written a work, 
^entitled — ^* The rights of nian confuted." Thcjr 
availed thcmfelves of this .pretext, to fatisfy tbeir^ 
animofity, and accordingly wrote a formal denunci- 
ation to Buonarroti, at that time national agent at 
Oneille, ftating that Sotira was a man of a fiifpicious 
character. Buonarroti, naturally violent and imp.e« 
tuous, iuftantly IfTued orders for a domiciliary vliit, 
and unfortunately for Tilly, the very manufeript of 
^^ the Rights of Man confuted," was found in hia 
pofTcfiion* 

Buonarroti immediately committed him to prifon, 
lent intelligence of the event to the committBc of 
(^ublick fafrty, and had not the 9th Thennidor \ntfer*^ 
xened, Sotira would have been fent t&tbe guillotine, 
and Tilly hlmfeif .\ould have fulFered difgrace at 
i^ft, on-aocQunt of the excefs at bis zeal. By the 

bye, 
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hyt^ this fame Sotira was really a patriot*, and a 
writer of fome confideration. He lived fome time 
in this country, and on his return to the continent, 
in 1789, he publiflied'a pofiticftl wdrk in Piaris,. en- 
titled — La Decadence de l^Angleterre. 

But if the gth Thermi'dar^ fecured Tilly from the 
dangerous effedts refulting from the animofity of 
his countrymen in Genoa, it was Fikely to involve 
him in the hatred* of the Thermidoreansy againft the 
fanfculotterie. This adtualfy proved to be (he cafe, 
Tilly was recalled, and na fooner had he reached 
Nice, than he was difgracefully feized by the na- 
tional gendarmes^ and coitveyed a prisoner to Paris. 
It was not a little aftonifhing to behold the nev^ 
members of the Commrttee of Puyjck Safety, ailing^ 
rn this manner, agaittft a man who had fo ably and 
fcccefefully ferved the republick abroad. 

Soon after this, the Committee of Gpvermnent> 
fent a tiew ambafiadbr (M. Viltlard) to Genoa, who ' 
in their name, piibficktyVnd officially difavowed alF 
«* the extravagancies'* of his predeceffor, and aflured: 
the iei»te that &e was ftHI lying unclcc their difplea^ 
fcrc. 

An aflcount of the humiliations endured by TiTl}r - 
in PartSy during the fjprtng smd fummer of 1795,. 
^K^otikt be eqiiall)r tedious , and difagreeable. It is ' 
fijrfCcient ta oMerve, that the^official accounts of his 

adminiftration in Genoa, were expofed to the cen- 

- -\ , • . » 

• The attack on i^i^iightsof man, waar written from policy, not 
frinciplti it being pcnocd with a tIcw to fate bis Ufe. 

Kk3 fiire 
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fure of the loweft clerks of the financial (kpartments 
and revifcd with the moft rancorous fcrupolofity. 

The Thermidoreans^ indeed, went fo fcr, as to de- 
prive him of his arms, and exclude him fromfervice* 
jn his own fedlion, on account of his having been in the 
technical language of that period, *' a terr&rift and 
a bad citizen/' In ihort, he was at laft obliged - 
to fecure himfelf from the infulis of the Parifian youth, 
hy retiring to the tbwn of St. Germain, twelve 
miles diftaht from the metropolis. 

The Thermid^rean re-aftion ceafed to influence 
the French government, in 0(3:ober 179$, and the 
- unjuft perfecutions to which many of the moft zea-. 
l^us patriots had been expofed during . the preceding 
twelve months, were felt' by the dircftory, the, two 
councils, and the people at large. « 

On the return of Tilly to Paris, he .^yas received , 
with univerlal refpe£l. The executive offer^to 
^ appoint him minijler of police^ but he prateft^ that 
he would not accept the place. On its being, pro- 
pofed to fend him once more amhaifador to Genoa^i 
or any other of the Italian courts, he alfo flecloied,. 
the propofal with that uncommon perfeverance ^| 
peculi^ to his charafler. .. . oy: •• •/ 

Since that time, he. has not ^vinpedthe^eaft aiyv:-; , 
iety for any fort of employnpient^ Being. ai]fe(|.|^. 
reafj^n of fo much apathy,. he told his friends, " thtt -, 
he was very glad to have once fcrved his native 
country, but he would never appear on the publick 
fiage again, before the revolutionary ftorms^had.enr 
tirely fubfided/' • "*» , .; r -, . »ji . ,. ^i 

TiUy 
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TSIy IS t man of about fifty years of age^ ftiart 
ftature, thin, fwardiy complexion, and forbidding 
look. He is noted for the plainnefs of his drefs ; the 
feriottfnefs of his countenances and the franknefs of 
his femiments. 



TADlERy 

Was confidered as a man of the ftrifteft integrity,- 
a learned civilian ♦*, and an able magiftratle anteriour 
to the fell of the throne. He was appointed" a deputy' 
to the National Convemioh, from the department d& 
P.JrrugSy and it may not be unworthy of remark, 
that all the members of this department, were ufually ' 
confidered aS mountmneers^ in every fenfe of the 
word. 

Vadier diftinguiflited himfelf as one of the i>if-- 
cemvirs during the rfeign of terrour*, and, after the' 
ffiifting of tlie. political fcene, became one of thofe 
fubjeSed to the Freronian perfecution. 

This is little to be wondered at, as he had apper- 
tained tb die comrhrttee of general fecurify, arid parti- 
cipated in:dyi the violent proceedings ' of hiscoU' 
leagues, and- the Convention at large, v 

It is alloWedj however, even by his enemies, that 
his motives^ throughout the whole of his publick 
life, nay, ^ven when- notorioufly faulty, were un- 
exceptionable; he was ajfo one of the few plain. 

■ — « I III I I " l I I II I I II ■ I III I !■» 

• H€ was ConJeUUr a Poffuers, 

and 
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andTipneft nuen, who confcfentioufly cxecna«4 Ro- 
befpierre, and, from the lovedP juftioe and virtue 
alone, contributed to the downfal of that odious tyrant. 
During periods of civil difcord, menr&re frequently 
deaf to the voice of reafbn. The more Vadier was: 
refpeftable, the more he was reviled, abufed, infiilted, 
viKfied ; and the Freronian journal, VOraUur dw 
Peupli will always be^confidcred as a mortifying re* 
cord of the injuftice and ingratitude of the French . 
natron. 

VaJier fiipported the moft bitter* iniKidirveS with a 
prudence and r^gnaiioo which couU have originated.' 
ki a confcioii^ iategi:i£y akme; One day, however, 
he could not refrain from exclatnting, in. the hall of 
the Convention—" Je n'aurois jamais cra^emes 
qompatriotes recompenferoit de cette manieie nus 
foixante ans di vertus*!'* 

Thefc words fcrved only tO' excite marmitrs 
aad laughter in the Ailemblyr to ftipply Freron and 
his party with new topicks of ridicule, and to afford 
to the Parifian youth the prove£b of Us foixanU am^ 
de vertus de Vadier. 

. The 12th Germinal at length arrived^and Vadier^ 
with his colleagues, Collot, Billaud, and BarrerOr 
were condemned to tranfportation. Some time after, 
a decree of accu&tion was ena(!tl]ed againft them, and 
oiders given for their trial before the Tribunal de 
la Charente Inferieure ; Vadier and Barrere, how- 



' • " 1 never could have fuppofcd that my countrymen would 
have thus recompenfed fixty years of virtue.'^ 

cver>: 
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ever^ found means to efied their efcape. From that 
time the forttier has become fo obfcure, that if his 
pame had not been occafionally mentioned, fome 
mprttfas fincc, by a tFretich journalift, one would have 
bdea temfit^d to iuppofe that he had ceaied to exift* 



I DB lA CROIX, 

Or, M he is now called, la croix, 

.Is a Parifiin by birth, and, previoufly to the revo« 
ktion, was a iecretary de la eonnttablii in the ca- 
pital. This was a fpecies of military magiftracy, 
which exercifed a cei :ain jurifdiAion relative to 
points of honour, ttiquHU^ duelling, &c« and it was 
Comppied of all the marthals of France, 
. Charles la Croix had a feat, but never made a great 
%ure in the Conftituent Aflembly* In the Con* 
irention he was a deputy from the department de la 
Mdrne^ and being a mountaineer^ he was very much 
attached toCoUot d'Herbois and Thuriot, under the 
prefidentlhips of whom, in 1793, he was twice eleded 
f^cretary. He waa alfo fent on miffion to feveral 
departments. * 

If the career of this rcprefentative had ended with 
die functions of a legiflator, his name would have 

, been plunged in the deep oblivion to which that of 
t)loufands of his Colleagues are condemned. But, in 
0£lober 1793, he happened to be appointed Minifter 
of the French Republick for the department of foreign 

affairs^ 
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affairs, whence may h^c dated that very e^fnivoealf 
kind of celebrity that has attached to his perfon. 

Unfortunately for him, in this exahred fttuationv 
be was expofed to the fcrutinizing eyes of mankind. 
Yes, unfortunately for him^ becairfe, in the capacity 
of a minifter, he occafionatly difplayed fuch a com- 
plete ignorance of geography and diplomatick affairs^ 
as to become proverbial, and to render himfelf the 
fcorn of his countrymen at homeland thedifgface of 
the French abroad. In (hort, he was commonly 
ternied Pimbicille la Cr^ix, 

The writer of this article knows to a certainty 
• t^at he fuppofed Tufcany^to be a city, and imagined , 
that Naples belonged to the King of Sardinia ! 

What is alm^ft incredible, though recorded in. bis 
own difpatches, he once feht to Bartliclemy, then 
ambaiTador in Switzerland, a copy of an urrtti . of 
the Diredory, with an injunftion to notify it to the 
Senate of Berne! This expofed him of courfe' 
to the moft hunirllating animadverfions on the part 
of the Swifs government, which, in its remorf^ 
ftrance?, cbfei ved, that the Cantons neither formed a 
French diftrivSt, nor the Minifte*^ Plenipotentiary a 
buijijt^% erf a tribunal. 

And when the inhabitants of the Pruffian domi- 
nions, on this fide of the Rhine, prov-ijionally cedetf 
to France by the treaty rf Bafle,^ent into mourn^ 
ing tor t • Prince-RoyaV in 1796, he w^s fo fooHfh 

'-- •• A ferjeanc, or mace bearer,. 

99r 
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as £0 lend stfi order (p the Fi'ench Gxnnmiflary at 
Cleves, to prohibit this mark of refpe&! The late 
King of Pruffia was greatly offended at this conduftj 
* and was near revenging it by an open rupture i— 
XJpon this, Perict the journalift obferved,*' Tot ou 
^d nous fentirons que ce n'eft pas impunement que 
nous pouvons mettre ua imbecilU ^ la tcte des a& 
faires etrangercs*/' 

Charles La Croix, notwithftanding this, continued 

to exercife his functions as a minifter; but it was 

merely owing to his republicanifm that he preserved 

his places /of he pofTeiTed no other qualffication 

whatever. He was difmifled) however, in Junq^ r 

1797, in order to make room for M. Tayllerand, 

and was fent foon after jis ambsKflador to the Batavian 

Republick. He was judged by the Dlredory to be 

Uie heft tool for bringing about: a new revolution 

againft the moderates and the .StadchoUerians, by* 

means of a coup de main^ or, to fyA more properly,' 

tt> effea an i8th FruHidar in HoUand. On this 06- 

cafion he proved wonderfully fucceftfiil, and the leg!*' 

ilative body as well as thp other conilitated authorities 

were, in the language of the day^ completely purified. 

It was, however, heaird lyith equal aftoni(hment 

and indignation, that among the Dutch moderates, ac?* 

Oifed an^perfccuted by him, w;^S the gallant General 

JQaendeisy one <Jf the firmed patriots during the^con- 

tcft 0* 1787; who had ferved iis a commander of abri- 



*'We fhall Team, fometime or another^j that the direfllon of 
foreign afair^ cannot be entruAed to a weik man with impunity. 

gade^ ; 
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gade under Pichegru, and ta whofc ml and exeir« 
tioAs the FretKh are chiefly indebted for their en« 
trance into Holland ! 

Charles Xa Ci:oix was about to fet oflFfbr Vienna, 
in order to replace Bernadotte, when a new revolu** 
tion took place, under his eyp, without his fan£Hon| 
find in expreft contradi&ion to his opinions. 

The brave Daendels, fhocked at the proconfular 
enormities of the French minifter) had repaired to 
Paris, and reprefented his adtniniftration In fo true» 
and therefore {o odious a light, that the Diref^ory 
feems' to have entrufted him with a carte bJancbe.^'^ 
He accordingly returned with fecret, but unlimited 
powers, and the patriots of 1787 have once more 
triumphed, in fpite of all the arts and oppofition of 
the Minifter. 

La Croix is about fifty years of age, fober, aflive^ 
and laborious, but ignorant, prefumptuous, and devoid' 
of talents. ; • = 

He has lately returned to Paris, and been fucceedefl' 
in- bis mtlBon to Holland by Roberjot^ 

... f .-•••• 

,,. , . BOVESAULT^. .< , ' 

:' I . » : .. 

Like Collot d'Herbois aftd Fabra d'Eglantine> was a ' 
performer, and a nun of great abilities in his own- 
line, r . : 
Finding himfelf unable to obtain a fortune in bi&~ 
native country, he became manager ,of a Frepch 
company of players, with which he repaired .to Italy i 

in 
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in queft of bread. On &is occafipn he aiTumed the 
name of Malherbes. 

Having at length eftabliihed himfelf In Naples, he 

was appointed by his Sicilian Majefty direSfor of the 

' French thiatr tin that metropolis. He was not beloved 

however by his fellow-performers, who were piqued at 

the fuperiority of bis genius, nor did he experience 

much friendfhip on the part of the Neapolitan nobi* 

lity, to whom he never paid that humiliating homlge 

which they had obtained from his predeceffors. Thefe 

two bodies were too powerful for him to oppofc, 

and at the end of the third year (in 1788} he was 

difmiiled by the King, and fent back to France. On 

that event taking place, the hatred of his foes was 

fully gratified ; but not content with their iiiccefs, 

they contrived to render their enmity proverbial ; for 

when fpeaking of an enemy, they always faid,— « II 

eft maavais fiijet comme Malherbes." 

It Is a common obfervation in the hiftory 6f man- 
kind, that fome accidents, apparently detrimental, 
often prove uncommonly fortunate. Had not Bour- 
iault loft bis place in Naples, he would have ton^^ 
nued a performer during his whole life. 
'. Having repaired to Paris, he became a partlian of 
the new order of things. In confequence of this, he 
was received into the fociety of the *' Friends of Li- 
berty,^' and permitted to dilplay his eloquence, already 
improved by the declamation of the ftage. He was 
the intimate friend of Collot d'Herbois, and it was 
lufpe^ied that he had ibme fhare in the patriotick 
^ LI plays 
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plays and many other works publifhed by him b^e- 
tween the years 1789 and 1792. 

It is to the friendfliip of Collot, that Bourfault 
was indebted for his appointment as a deputy from 
the department of Paris to the National Conven- 
tion. But although a zealot of liberty, he did not 
aft a confiderable part during the two firft years 
of the duration of the legiflative body. So many 
perfons of fuperiour abilities were competitors for 
the civick crown, that there was neither room nor 
occafion for the exertions of Bourfault- 

In the fpring of 1795, he at length emerged from 
obfcurity. At that period he was fent on mifEon to 
feveral departments, to appeafe the animofities en- 
gendered between the Terrorijis and the Thermido* 
reans, and he afted with equal fagacity and fucceft* 
On his return to Paris, during the fummer of the 
fame year, he made feveral motions, and delivered 
many fpeeches in the hall of the Convention, rela-» 
tive to all the interefting fubje£ls then in the order 
of the day.^ 

In the autumn of 1795, a more ferious' tafk 
i^s affigned to Bourfault. He was then fent to 
the South of France, in order to quell the re- 
bdlion of the royalifts, known under the name of La 
Camfagnie de Jefus, On that occaflon he eftab- 
liihed his refidence at Avignon, and adopted mea- 
fures fo very mild and wife, that the infurgents feon 
returned to their duty. 

Bourfault was certainly one of thofe few deputies 

who never employed tcrrour and ferocity in their 

8 minions. 
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fniUions^ and he dcferved therefore the efteem and the 
, affcftion of the departments governed by him. 

At the nomination of the firft^third of the new con- 
ftltutional legiflature^ he was tinanimoufly elected a 
member of the Council of Five Hundred, by the 
department of Vauclufe. But as there was a law en- 
afted during his refidence in the fouth, that no re- 
prefentative on miifion could be appointed a deputy 
to the legiflature for the departments where he hap- 
pened to cxercife his pfoconfuKhip, this cle<aion 
was declared void by the prefent directory, and 
Bourfault himfelf was too muchx)f an honed man to 
infift on its validity, 

Xhis deputy, like a confiderable portion of his 
^plle^gdcSy has not been fpared by the difafFe£led 
royaliftsj .and ariftocrats. They have accufed him 
of being a great intriguer, and aflerted that 'be haw 
acquired confiderable riches by the revolution. A 
bitter philippick was lately pronounced againft him at 
Paris, on account of his having purchafed, by mean^ 
~pf (ijpi^^^h^ and mandats^ the beautiful country feat 
^ of Monfieur (the prefent pretender) at Brumoi. It 
was, however, found, after due inquiry, that t|iil 
royal country feat, like the reft of the national pro- 
perty, was fold by publick au6H6n. 

Bourfalt is a man of about fifty, above the middle 
fize, of a thin make, and a /warthy complexion. He 
is extremely polite, and even officious in convcrfa- 
tion, and pofTeiles fome fhare of that quality which 
the French call — la tournure maligne de i* efprit *. 

* A witty malignity. 

LI % -DUHEM. 
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dohem; 



The name of this deputy is not entitled to grcaf 
celebrity in the annals of the French revolution, 
becaufe he ncvtr occupied any fituation of an im- 
portant nature. But his fteady charafker, his zeal- 
ous patriotifm, and the courage which he exhibited 
amid the greatcft dangers, defcrve encomium, and 
will, not be forgotten when the hiftory of the revo- 
lution fhall be written by a philofophical pen. 

Duhem is a native of Lifle in Flanders^ and a 
phyfician : he was appointed a deputy to the national 
convention, where, fo late as the winter of 1795, 
he -made no figure, though he was perfectly known 
to be a violent mountaineer in confequence of bis 
motion in the fociety of " Liberty and Equality.'* 

It was not until the fuppreffion of that famous 
club that Duhem emer'ged from obfcurity; apd it 
is~a fk^ worthy of obfervation, that the Thermido- 
rean party prevailed on the convention to annihilate . 
it, merely in order to get rid of a powerful political 
meeting) whofe members, with all their faults, had 
hitherto been the incorruptible fupporters of political 
equality, the zealots of the revolution, and the de^^ 
fenders of the democracy eftablifhed by the conftU 
tution of 1793; 

Another colour, however, was given to this inno-- 
vation. It was afier^ed that, the club ought to be 
ihut up in order to remove the odium which Robe- 
Ipierre had throwa upon it, by the incorporation 

of 
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of fo many unworthy pdl^fons, and to enable the 
powers at war to make a peace conllftent with their 
dignity, which had been fo grievouily offended by 
the Jacobins. Thefe reafons were certainly not 
fatisfadory, at leaft to the clubbifts, and Duhem 
was hpard to tuy more than once, — ^^ I will tell you 
the motive oJF their condud: they have £hut the 
doors of the Jacobin Society, in order to open thofe 
S>{ the Temple," This was the prifon where the 
young Louis XVII. was confined. 

Every fenfible man is compelled to avow, that the 
many irregular and myfterious modes adopted by the 
Nationsd Convention to deftroy Jacobinifm, and to 
ftifle the firft democratical conftitution, gave rife to 
the violent ftruggles between the Thermidoreans 
and the Mountaineers, as well as among the repub* 
licans at large. This conteft lafted for more than 
a year, having endured from September 1794 to, 
Ofiober 1795. 

Had they fairly declared that it wa$ their intention 
to make fome flight alteration in the republican 
code, the Jacobins would in all' probability have 
acquiefced, and the rbyalifts could certainly have 
conceived no hopes of re-cftablifliing the ancient 
government. Thus the difaftrou^ epochs of the 
2d Germinal, ift Prairial, and 13th Vendemiaire, 
would have been avoided* 

The Mountaineers, haunted with the idea of the 
return of royalty, . n event fo dofely conneded .with 
their own punifliment, ufed their utmoft efforts to vil- 
ify the Convention in the eyes of the French people. 
L 1 3 But 
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But as the greateft part of them had been employed 
either in the publlck adminiftration or in miifion to* 
the departments, and feared of courfe to be accufed 
of fome mifcondudi by the agents of the now pre- 
dominant iaftion, they refolved to choo/e among 
themfelves an unexceptionable individual whofliould 
publickly raife his voice and vociferate their griev- 
ances in the hall of the-convention. 

No man was better calculated than puhcm to 
anfwer their purpofe. 

Regularly every morning, from January to April 
179s, this deputy fpoke his fentiments with a firm- 
nefs of mind whfch evinced a man of found princi- 
ples and a fteady character. Some of his phrafes 
- deferve to be noticed. One day, turning to Tallien, 
he b\Ay Le fimmeil des patriots ejt U ealme du lien : 
J>rends garde a toij fceUrat ♦. Another day he ob- 
i*erved to Lejgendre, // eft clair qu*an veut r Habit r 
la rbyaute : mats je te jure^ au nom d*un millim 
de fanscullottes qui font feus les artneSy que la contre^^ 
rivolution h£ fe fera fas^ ! And when Profeflbr 
Lacroix was acc^uitted by the new revolutionary tri- 
bynal of the charge brought againft him for having 
publiflbed the Work called Le Spe^ateur Fran fair : 
le rojalifmey faid he, et Pariftacratie triompbent ; 
la perfkution eft drejffie tontre les pairi^tes j il vaut 
^ - — — , 

* <<TIk lleepof the patriots, is like the tranquility of the lion 
.*— take care then, of thyfeif^ rufiimt*^ 

f It is clear that there exifts a defign to re-eftabliih rayalty t 
"hut I (wear in the name of a million of ar»ed fanfculotta^ that ia 
counMr revolution ihaU not take place. 

- mieux 
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mieux iiri CkantU que JeputiK Thefe high, 
^fpirited faliies coft hiai at one time his liberty.-— 
Rovere, who was really a royalift, had endeavoured 
to render the name of Duhem odious even to the 
Jacobins, and went fo iar as to afiert, in the 
hall of the convention, that fome letters from him 
to the emigrants in Switzerland had been intercepr 
ted. Duhem, drawing his fabre from the fcabh^d^ 
exclaimed *^ Revere me cahmnte : ou qu*il pro uve 
ce qu*$l a avancij ou que je Pajfajftne f / '* A thoi^ 
fand voi'pes were fuddenly heard exclaiming,— -rf 
P Ahhaye ! a Pj/hiaye f and the prefident was ob- 
liged to commit him to prifon. To do juftice to 
the moderation of the National Convention, his 
confinement was very fhort, for at the end of the 
fourth day he re-appeared in the hall amidft the moil 
lively acclamations. 

The 1 2th Germinal at length arrived, and there 
is little doubt but that Duhem and all the Moun- 
taineers were at the bottom of the popular infur- 
rcdlion whiph took place on that day. The Na- 
tional Convention, which had adopted^ lenient 
mode of governing, and had rendered the Jacobiiis 
odious, becaufe their reign was ftigmatized with 
terrour and blood, felt itfelf indifpofed to ad feverc- 
ly,with them, and Duhem, Chodieu, Gafton, and. 



• Royalty and Ariftocracy triumph. The patriots are pcrfecut* 
td and it is now better to be Charrtte than a deputy. . 

f Rovere calumniates me, and if he docs not prove v^Iiat h^ 
afleru, I will aflfailinatc him. 

all 
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all th^ chiefs of the Jacobins, were provIAonally 
tranfported to the caftle of Ham in Picardy. 

This (ecoiul confinement lafted until the montb 
of Fen^^miairij when he was delivered by virtue 
of the decree pafled during, the laft fitting of the 
Convention, which granted a general anuieilry to 
all perfons guilty of revolutionary crimes. In the 
ftrift fenfe of the word, Duhem was never guilty 
of any crime whatever ; he was only chargeable with 
mifcondud. 

Soon after his deliverance, he received from the 
•Dircftory a maiiced proof of their efteem ; for he 
was appointed firft phyfician (median en chef) to 
the aimy of the Rhine. To his fuperipr abilities 
and exertions is owing the extindion of a conta- 
gious difeafe which ravaged that army after the 
defeat of Pichegru by the Auftrian General Clair- 
£ik, and the precipitate retreat from die right banks 
-of the Rhine, 

We are not informed whether Duhem be ftill 
firft phyfician to the army; but we have ftrong 
reafons to fuppofe that he did not retain that fitu* 
ation during the whole of lafl yean 

The editor of the Parifian journal, entitled Li 
Sematnier^ ftated, that during the ftruggles between 
the prefent executive and the royalift party in the 
legiflature, which led to the crifis of the i8th 
Frudidor, Duhem was feen in Paris with other 
patriots, all of whom were invited thither by the 
directory to aifift them in the con(eft. 

Duhem 
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Duhem is a tall, ftout man about fortj. When 
in the convention, he was recnarkable for always 
wearing the national military drefs, a large cocked 
hat, and a long fabre. 

MERCIER. 

The name of this worthy man deferves to be as 
Celebrated in the annals of the French revolution) 
as it was, previoufly to it, in the empire of philolb- 
phyand belles-lettres* 

He is a native of Compeigne, a fmall town in 
the IJle de France^ eighteen leagues from Paris, much- 
celebrated in the hiftory of the middle ages for hav- 
ing been the ufual reiidence of tliv- Merovingian 
kings, and known in modern times as a favourite 
country feat x>{ the Capetian race. * 

Ma-cier was foon difcovered to be a man of fenfe 
and feeling, being in pofTeffion of a^ mafculine undeiu 
(landing and a refined tafte. He was one of the firft 
French dramatifts who introduced on their national 
ftage a tafte for the Englifh compofitions, which they 
technically term Comedies Larnloyantes* 

His plays, fuch as le Deferteur Frartfais^ le Fa^ 
Ir leant Anglais^ PIndigenty and others, are acknow- 
ledged to be all excellent produSions of their kind* 
But this fpecies of thjzatrical performance was nev.er 
heartily reliflied by the French nation at large : " It 
is very odd,'* iaid the critics of that day, " that we 
(hould adopt the Englifh melancholy on our ftage^ 
^while the Englifh themfelves do their utmoft to in- 
troduce 
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to introduce the French gaiety and mirth upon 
theirs.'* 

Mercier enjoyed the efteem of Voltaire, the French 
Sophocles* If the author of this article remembers 
aright> (for the quotation is from memory) among 
the familiar letters of this immortal writer, there is 
an epiftle addreffed to Mercier, in which he approves 
highly of his exertions,.and concludes with one of tho 
bumoorous phrafes fo congenial to him ^""Jfous 
fimmes tous Us enfans d^Jpollon, , Ih domo patris 
mei manllones multae funt. Vous nUttipas mallogii 
mats que fait a maraud di Enron qui eft dans la 
eaveV 

. In the progrefs of his literary career, Mercier^ 
about the year 1775, publiOied his moft voluminous 
work entitled, " Le Tableau de Paris." This was 
intended ts a picture of the licentious manners of 
ibe court of Verfailles, the profligate diifipation of 
the nobility of both fexcs, and the revolting diftrefs. 
to which all perfons were condemned, who were not 
fupported by a powerful protection at court« 
• M. Mercier, has perhaps exaggerated fomethiiig, 
owing to his feelings for the miferies of human na- 
ture, when ftruggling under the rod of difpotifm. 
But every honcft mind fhuddered at the many real 
horrours depicted in the I'ableau. 

The veteran officers of the royal army, who had 
devoted the whole of their youth to the fervice of 
their king, were not rich enough to keep a maid or 
emplpy a laundrefs. On the contrary, they them- 
selves were actually accuftomed to fneak out under 

cover 
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coYer of night, in order to fetch water from the 
neighbouring pumps, and to carry it home on their 
own flioulders, that they might thus enable their wives • 
to wafh their linen. The young officers, were' alfo 
condemned to lead an immoral life, in confequence 
of poverty and neglcft, and were induced by dif- 
trcfs, either to become gamefters or fouteneurs ♦, a 
French name for no very honourable profeffion. 

This work rendered the name of Mercier illuF- 
trious, throughout Europe. It was confidered as the 
produftion of a fcnfiblc, feeling, and virtuous man, 
indignant at the evils and corruptions of civil fo- 
cietyj of a philofopher verfed in morals, civil law, 
and political economy. It proved, however^ exceed- 
ingly difaftrous to him in his native country, for 
a decree of the parliament of Paris was iflued for his 
apprehenfion, and he would have certainly ended 
his life in the Baftile, had he not- been lucky 
enough to effefl his eicape from the dominions of 
- France. 

Having retired to Switzerland, he continued hid 
literary purfuits in the fame line of poetical, moral, 
and political exertions. It was there he publifhed 
fome more of his comedies, and alfo man Bonnet de 
Nutty in 2 vol. 8vo. his Fictions Morale s^ 3 vol. 
In 8vo. and his Sondes et Vijionsy 2 vol. in i2mo. 

The beft, however, of his works printed in that 
country, and which indeed achieved his reputation 

was Van 2440, in 3 vol. 1 2mo. It is political 

■ 11 ■»■ ' I ■ , I . ■ ... ...I..— ,.,,,, I . ...I . 

• A-kiftdof ^«/y«i. 
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, fidlion, according to which a Frenchman who had 
lived about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
is ^uppofed to return back from the other world, 
to contemplate the ftate of bis native country, 
after a lapfe of four hundred and fifty years. He 
meets with neither priefts, nor . magiftrates, nor 
nobles, nor financiers; no one eftablifliment produced 
by avarice, vanity, or oftentation : all thefe are an- 
nihilated ! " Je vois Vcrfalllcs,** fays the author pf 
this tVuly prophetical work, " Je vois Vcrfeilles, jc 
n'y trouve que dcs mines, Ou eft done ce cabinet 
quifaifait trembler P Europe ?" 

Great attention wa$ paid to it at the begin- 
ning of the revolution, when fo many of the au- 
thor's predictions were fiiUy accompUfhed. Mer- 
cier was certainly a good prophet, but his revela- 
tions were fulfilled more than four centujies before 
* the time allotted for thcrr completion. 

To the eternal glory of the members of the con- 
ftituent afiembly it will always be recorded, that no 
fooner were they emancipated from the influence 
of the court, than they fignalized their career by an 
zSt of publlck gratitude towards thofe illuftrious 
men who had contributed to the attainment of liberty 
by the diflemination of liberal principles even in 
the worft times of the monarchy. They repealed 
all laws^ edicts, and decrees, for the exile and con» 
finement of the philolbphers, and Raynal, Linguet, 
Mercier, &c« were allowed once more to repair to 
Paris, and enjoy the fruits of that Freedom for which 
they had endured fo many periccutions. Mercier 
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alfo- returned thither^ and continued hi^ literary 
purfuits. 

The firft labours of M. Mercier, after the revo- 
lution, confifted of a periodical publication entitled 
Les Annales Patriotiques eTLitUraires ♦, intehded 
for the further propagation of thofe principles of 
patriotifm and liberty, profefled in his preceding 
books. His fuperiour abilities, added to thefe new 
exertions, obtained him an honourable appointmentj 
that, of deputy from his native province, known, in 
the new French Geography, by the name of the 
Departement de Seine et Oife. 

He did not, however, a£t a confiderable part in the 
convention, and he foon afforded a decided proof> 
that the literary character, is not always adapted for a 
popular alTembly. His virtue, and juftice, hpwever, 
cxpofed him to the rage oif the mountaineers. Being 
one of the 73 deputies who figned the famous 
proteft againft the imprifonment of the Girondifls^ 
jhe was arrefted, along with his unhappy colleagues, 
and would certainly have been fent to the guillotine, 
if Roberfpicrre had but lived a little longer. To get 
Tid of him, thp tyrant was ufeJ to fay, ** II faut que 
le jury de t^opinion publique fe prononce contre 
lui." 

The fentiment? cxpreffed by Mercier in the con- 
vention, foon after his deliverance, arc worthy of 
record : " Thirteen months of a fevere confinement/* 
-- - ■ , ■ ■ , ^ 

• CAira aCRfted him in conducing this newfpapcr, which wa« 
^dways dceldedly dcmocratick. 

M m faid 
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faid he, *' fzx from having overcome my conftancy and 
courage, in behalf of the laws and of juftice, have 
tended only to redouble them in favour of true liberty, 
which I have fo long ftudied,,and ihall never forfalce." 

Mercier after this, once more devoted his time 
and labours to the fervice of his native country in 
his ufual track of literary and philofophical efforts. 

In January, 1 795, he undertook another periodical 
work, entitled " La 1 Vibune des hommes libres," and 
chofe for his colleague, in the political part, the citizen 
Defodoards, known in the literary world by his 
" Continuation de T^brege chronologique du Pre- 
fident Henaut." 

" Vame du LeSieur^* fays Mercier in the prof- 
peftus of the work *' fubjuguee parle tableau d'une 
fi etonnantd revolution, la compare a ces incroyables 
phcnomenes qui changerent autrefois la configuration 
phyfique du globe que nous habitons ........ 

L'Europe, attentive aux moindres partrcularites d*un 
mouvement coloffal, dont on ne trouve aucun modele 
dans les annales du monde, fe partage entre la crainte 
ct I'efperance." 

The then fituation of public affairs proved highly 
favourable to this new publication. It was the time 
of the Theremidorean reaction, and one of the prin- 
cipal fubje£ls of conteft, was the reftoration of the 
freedom of religious worfhip. M. Mercier became 
the champion of this freedom, and the fubfequent 
numbers of his^ wo?k, contained admirable ftri£tures 
pn the various religions profeffed by mankind. 

6 " When 
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" When we have been once inftru6led by ex- 
perience," faid he, *' we are no longer permitted 
to dream witb philofophy. It is not in our power 
to create a nation of well informed men, and among 
the multitude of citizens there will always be found 
a numerous dafs irrevocably condemned to ignorance, 
the mother of all vices and all crimes* There is 
therefore but one fingle way to teach duties to thofe 
who are precluded from better information. Such 
were the principles of Zoroafter, Numa, Minos, &c. 

Mere Delfm is nothing more than an opinion: 
an opinion relates to the underftanding alone* Re- 
ligion is a fentiment; it ought to fpeak to the 
imagination and to the heart." 

It w^s a pity that firch a deputy as Mercier fhould 
have fo lictle preponderance in the aflembly. . His - 
colleagues thought at one time to render him of 
fome weight, without withdrawing him from his 
philofophical and literary purfuits. They accord- 
ingly appointed him a member of the committee of 
p^^lick inftruSion. 

The facSt is, however, that even in this capacity 
the part performed by Mercier was infignificant. 
Although he evinced as much afliduity and zeal as: 
any of his colleagues, he never took the trouble to 
make a fingle fpeech in the committee, or a report 
in the convention. He ftifFered every thing to be 
conduded by Gregoirc, Lakanal^ and, what is worfe, 
by Maffieu and Bariallon, perfons of far inferiour ca- 
pacity. 

M m 2 In 
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In the fpring of 1795, this oppugner of monarchy 
ivas fufpeited to be a royal ift, and he had Indeed 
given rife to fufpicions of this kind by fome of his 
periodical publications. He was therefore exfofcd 
to the revilings of the Jacobin journalifts, who fati- 
rically obferved, " that Mercier having been a re- 
publican under the tnonarchy, ought to be permitted 
to become royalift under the republicfc.". He at that 
time took no notice whatever of this farcafm, but he 
afterwards made fonfie complaints on the fubjeft to 
one of his colleagues in the committee. " I never 
was a royalift," faid he, " nor fhall I eyerbecome one;. 
My opinion, as a reprefentative of the people, was al- 
ways in favour of a republican form of government. 
Nothing, however, can prevent me from aflerting 
in my writings, that the exiftehce of a king is not 
utterly inconfiltent with liberty and patriotifin/' 

At the beginning of the year 1796, Mercier was 
appointed a member of the national inftitute, and 
after the revolution of the i8ih Fruftidor, he be- 
' came the chief condu6lor of a journal entitled Lt 
Hen Informix a paper in the inter^ft of the prefeiit 
government 5 it is pregnant with thofe philofophical 
fenfriments which character Ife all the writings of 
the author. He is an enthufiaftick admirer of 
Buonaparte, becaufe this general, fays he, d^et much 
and talks little. This is perhaps, alfo, a defcrip- 
tion of his own charaSer." 

Mercier is about fixty year^ of age, of a tall and 
majeftick fize, a ferious countenance, andja prepof- 
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feffing look. He is civil in converfat'oji, but not 
" verv talkative. 



" very talkative. 



GAMBACSRE5. 



The royallfts and ariftocrats who delight in abuC- 
ing all the founders of the French republick, are 
indignant when they find an unexcieptionable cha- 
rafter among their antagonifts. 

Cambaceres is one of thofe who would refleft ho- 
nour on any fpecies of government, and in whole 
conduft, whether publick qf private, not a finglc 
blemifli is to be found even by malice itfelf. 

He is a native of Montpelier, fon of a counci- 
lor in the Cours des Aides^ and nephew to the fa- 
mous Abbe of the fame name, who, after, being a 
canon and archdeacon in the cathedral of ihat place, 
• was promoted to the *rank of Pridicateur du Raiy 
the higheft dignity to which an eloquent clergymaa 
in France could then afpire. 

From his earlieft youth Cambaceres was deftined 
for the bar, and he became very fhortly a complete 
mafler of the civil and canon .law. But his 
adive mind did not confine itfelf entirely to thefe 
barren ftudies. Alontefquieu and the fchool forrhed 
by that great man were his inftrti^tors and compsk- 
nions, and he had already evinced confiderable at- 
tainments in the fcience of politicks and legifiation. 
when he was ..appointed a qiember of the National 
Convention^ ' 
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During the preponderance of the Gircniiy nei- 
ther he nor any of his colleagues poffefled any 
great degree of influence in the legiflature. Thi$ 
deputy alfo remained in obfcurity during the reign 
of the SanfiuUttes^ with, whom violence^ cruelty^ 
and injuiiice wefe the only qualifications of % 
fenator. 

He did not indeed commence his political career 
until the winter of 179$, but from that time no 
man perhaps has been more remarkable foi* the (lea- 
dinefs of his principles in behalf of liberty, and his 
zealous attachment to a republican government : he 
has always been the fcoUrge of the Jacobins, but, 
on the othet hand, he iicver was a flatterer bf the 
Toyalifts, 

Being appointed a member of the Commiflion of 
Twelve, for framing the plan of the new conftitu- 
tion of 1795, he a£ted as important a part as Boifly 
d'Anglas, Lanjuinals, and others of his colleagues, 
and his fpeeches in the Convention at that time were 
remarkable for their peculiar wifdom and modera-^ 
tion. 

He \^s alfo one of the ilioft ftrenuous fupporters 
of publick credit, when the aflignats had fallen into 
decay ; the firttieft proteSor of property againft fif- 
cal oppreiEon; and a decided enemy of revolutionary 
meafures. Some of the laws propofed by htm were, 
however, looked upon as too fyftematical and meta- 
'phyficalj Yuch, for inftanccj was the plan for licenf- 
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imurK 

It was generally believed in Paris, during the 
futmner of 179S, that the firft members of the ex- 
ecutive diredory were to be chofen from among 
thofe who had been the authors of the conftitution^. 
and it was but right indeed that thofe fhould fuper« 
intend the woi'k who had laid its foundations. But as 
Boifly d*Anglas hadlRWays beeq fuipefted of being 
a royalift, and Lanjuinais was fuperftltloufly addi£ted 
to the Catholick religion, .the current of publick^ 
opinion ran decidely in favour of Cambaceres. 

A diabolical intrigue was however formed to baffle 
his eleSion. The hA has never been publicUy 
mentioned, in thiis country, but the writer of the 
prefent article learned it from a gentleman of great 
refpeAability in Paris, on whofe authority he caja rely. 

It is well known to many that during the fummer 
of 17951 a regular correfpondence was tarried oh, 
througlT the means of Madame de Stael> between 
fome royal ifts and moderates in Paris, and the eihi- 
grants in Switzerland. A few days before the elec- 
tion of the five dire£K>rs, it ^dvas mentioned in the 
convention^ that certain papers had been difcovered 
relative to this plot, and that the publick welfare 
required that they fhould be read in a general com- 
mittee. This motion was fupported by the party 
in the fecret, and on exhibiting them, it was found 
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.that Cambaceres Was xnentioned'^^ as an accomplilh'i- 
ed man, incapable cf hurting the royal party."—- 
This alone was fufficient to deter the legiflature 
.from appointing him a diredlor ; but it has been 
fince difcovered, that the greateft part of the corre- 
fpondence was forged, exprefsly for the piirpofe of 
.cafting an odium on a virtuous man. 

Cambaceres, in the month of March 1796, was 
appointed a member of th^ national inftitute, ^nd he 
proved very foon that his extenfive mind could em- 
brace literary as well as political tranfadions. The 
, reflexions he delivered in his fpeech at the firft fit- 
ting of that celebrated fociety, in refpeft to the claf- 
fification of the feveral branches of fcience, and the 
order of the correfpondence, were replete with good 
fenfe, and adopted accordingly. 

Cambaceres is a modeft, unaffuming man; his 
drefs is very plaixi, and perhaps a little too much 
negle£led j he lovejs meditation, and delights in foli- 
tary walks ; is about forty-five years old, of a middle 
fize^ and a thin, pale, countenance. 

LAKANAl. 

This is one of the moft determined republicans 
in France. 

He is a native of a /mall town in the cirdevaht 
province of Foix, and was formerly a prieft. His 
principles, decidedly democratical, induced the elec- 
toral affembly of his native country, now known 

by 
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by the name of le Departement de PJrriege^ to 
appoint him a deputy to the National Convention. 

Lakahal is faid to have commenced his political 
career with a pamphlet publifhed in Paris, in the 
month of January 1793, fome days previoufly to thp 
tritl of the king, bearing the title of Effai fur la 
Conjuration ie la Maijon Capetienne contre la Lt» 
herti Publique^ The motto was taken from a tra- 
gedy of StnGCZ-^-^FiSiima baud iilla amplior potejly 
magifque opima maifari quam Rex. 

On that awful day vvhich was to decide the fete 
of Louis, while fome deputies declared for^xile, fome 
for x:onfinement, and others for an appeal to the people, 
Lakanal, when he was to give his vote, ftarted from 
his feat, and (baking his hat very violently, delivered 
only thefe few memorable words— Z^5 republtcains 
parltnt pen : Mort I This fa£l is recorded in the 
Proch Verbal^ and alfo in the Moniteur. 

It was long before Lakanal afted any confpicuous 
part in the convention. In the month of Auguft 
1793, during the prefidence of Robefpierre and 
Billaud Varenne (that is to fay, in the greateft heat 
of fanfcullotifme) he was appointed one of the fecre* 
taries of the legiflative body, jointly with Amar, 
Leonard Bourdon, Duhem, Gamier, &c. On the 
death of Fabre d'Eglantine, which occurred in the 
fucceeding year, he was nominated a member of the 
firft feftion of the committee then employed on the 
important objcft of publick inftruftion, the orga- 
nization of fchools^ and the publication of elemen- 
tary books. 

From 
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From that moment the exertions of Lakanal were 
folely diredled to the benefit and glory of hi^ native 
covntry. In his zeal originated the noble plan of 
(PEcole Normale) die Normal, School, to which 
fixteen of the greateft literary characters in France 
were attached as profeffors, and all the learned 
men in the departments were to be fent thither as 
ftudents, in order that one* general mode of igftruc- 
tion might prevail throughout the whole extent of 
the republ ck. 

Lakanal had of courfe the honour to be elefted 
a fuperinten^lent, together with his colleague Mr. 
de TEyre, and on the day of inauguration deli- 
vered a fpeech to the profeflbrs and ftudents which 
reflefted the greateft honour on bis abilities and 
patriotifm. 

Having juft mentioned M. de TEyre, and being 
unabb to aflign a feparate article to this refpe£table 
chara<aery 1 fliall here obferve, by the bye, that he 
was a philofopher of the old fchool, above fixty years 
of age ; in (hort, a ftar in the galaxy of the French 
philofophers of the laft generation. He was an 
Abbe, fellow of the French Academy, and fo early as 
the year 1754 he had publiftied the Analyfis of Lord 
Bacon's works. He was alfo an Encyclopedift, and 
the author of the article Fanatifme^ which, according 
to a religious Frenc^ journalift, etpit afpz fana^ 
tique. 

He had likewife written an effay Sur la Vie de 
M. TIjomasj and having been appointed, jointly with 

Condi Uac^ 
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Condillac, inftrud^or to the prefent Duke of Parma, 
this circumftance gave occafion to Voltaire to re- 
mark, in one of his letters to D'AIembert, " que la 
fhilofdphie s^etoii montree en Italie^ mats la congre^ 
gation de P Index Favoit profcrite.^* The Abbe de 
I'Eyre was laftly a deputy to the Convention, and 
fat in the council of Elders during the fubfequent 
legiflature j he is fince dead, having breathed his laft 
in 1797. 

Immediately after the eftablilhment of the Nor- 
mal School at Paris, the central fchools in the de- 
partments were to be organized. Lakanal was the 
zealous advocate of thefe munificent eftablifhments 
in the committee of publick inftruftidn, and after- 
wards the reporter of the labour? of the committee 
In the Convention. 

By a decree of the 7th Ventofe, In the third year, 
thefe fchools were affixed to each depas^ment, and 
Lakanal was fent on miffion to a confiderable num- 
ber of them, on purpofe to carry the projeft irtto 
execution. He accordingly fet out from Paris in 
the month of April I79S> and difplayed much laud- 
able aSivity on the occafion. The fchools, how- 
ever, were not brought into a£bion, for it was found 
that ibme material alterations ought to take place 
in refpcdl to the diftribution of the Chairs, and alfo 
in the honorarium of the profeffors. The allowances 
« of thefe latter wefe fixed at 3000 livres in the fmall 
communes, at 4000 in greater towns, and at 5600 
in the large cities. The gradual and rapid decay of 
the affignats foon baffled this fcheme, and the French 
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government refervod the final completion of dils 
grand proje£l for a period of peace and tranquillity. 

Lakanal foon after emplpyed his zeal more fuccefs* 
fiilly, by eftablifhing a fchool for the Oriental Ian* 
guages in the national library ; anteriour to the revo- 
lution, they had been taught in the college de France. 
He made his report to the national convention on the 
xoth Germinal, and after, having animadverted on 
the neceffity of encouraging thefe ftudies, in order to 
improve the agents of foreign diplomacy, and to en- 
able the French confuls to a£t efficacioufly for the 
interefts of the republick, he exhibited a geographi- 
cal chart of all the Oriental languages, entered into 
a variety of curious particulars refpe£ling thecn, 
pointed out the moft interefting dialeds, and con- 
cluded with obferving, that though fome of thefe 
were formerly taught in the college de France^ they 
were not attended with fuccefs, owing to a variety 
of reafons, befid^s the inconvenience of the place. 

'' The manufcripts and the printed books in the 
Oriental languages," faid he, " were extremely fcarcc 
and dear, and both the profeflbrs and ftudents were 
deprived of the proper means of labouring with any 
profpeS of fuccefs: The national library done can 
afford the neceffary elements to this interefting efta- 
blifliment." 

It was accordingly fo decreed by the national con« 
vention, and the chairs of the vu ar Arab> Tartar^ 
Turkifli, Periian, and Malay^ languages were ibon 
filled with able profeffors. 

Avi^r 



y Google 



LAKANAb. . ,nfO^ 

A Yi^lent ftprm impernded over the head' of tbrs 
tleputy, during the fummer of 1795* He had been 
defcribed, by the royalift faAion, as an atheift, mere- 
ly becaufe he had been a mountaineer. He was ac- 
cordingly expof^^ to the bittereft revilings, and iii- 
vedlivesy and was actually compelled to write bis 
apology, and publifh it in printed bills on IJie walls 
and avenues of the^Palais-Royal and the chief build- 
ings in Paris. 

He declared, that he had always deferved well of 
his country, that he had not acquired a fingle livre 
• by the revolution, and that his only crime was. the 
having profefled republican principles, and voted for 
the death of « Le Tyran de fa patrie*.*' Had the 
infurgent feftions acquired an afcendency, there is 
no doubt but Lakanal would have been the firft 
viftim. . ' ^ 

This deputy was one of the two thirds who remain- 
ed in the legiflative body at the period of the new 
elections; h^ accordingly retained hts feat in the 
council of five hundred. 

In the fitting of the 14th Brumairey 4th year, he 
delivered a 'report on the elementary books prefented 
by feveral learned men for the firft branch of educa- 
tion, in the primary fchools. This report was foon 
printed, jointly with the notice of the books, and a con- 
cife encyclopedick map of all the clafles and fedlions 
of inftru£lion. It is certainly an able compofitlon, 
on account of the found judgment and extenfive 

• The tyrant of his country. 

N n views 
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'Views it diljplafs, and it may perhaps be considered as 
a great misfortune that it has not yet been tranflated 
into Englifli, 

It is neceffary, however, to ft^te, that Lakanal, 
iiotwithftanding his great celebrity abroad, does not 
enjoy in Paris the reputation of a man of general 
knowledge. His detractors aflert,. that his capacity 
is mean, and that he makes up in zeal and ac- 
tivity, what he wants in talents. They adJ, that 
for his fcientifick fpeeches and reports he is indebted 
to the labours of the liteilu-y men who compofe the 
jury of public inftruilion, under the infpeftion of the 
committee, and that he had merely the trouble to get 
the particulars by heart. But thefe are vague ac- 
cufations, which favour more of envy than truth. 

It is to be remarked, however, that he was never 
fuccefsful in thqfe motions and fpeeches delivered 
before the legiflative bqdy, which were not the re- 
fult of long and fedate meditatibn. Soon after the 
-^revcdution of the 13th Vendemimre^ which put an 
end to the perplexity of the republicans, he made a 
difcourfe in the convention, tending to deftroy all 
the latent feeds of royalifm and ariftocracy, to banifli 
all fufpeSed perfons, to permit all tbofe diflatisfied 
with the republican goveVnment to emigrate and rc- 
alife their eftatfes ; and in order to prevent feditious 
meetings in future, he propofed that the Palais^ 
Royal {hould be demoliflied, as it had always been 
the focus of every plot and infurreftion. The con- 
. vention was infenfible to thcfe pfopofitions. Many 
of the members were Ihocked at the idea of deftroy- 

5 ing 
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Tng the Heautiful and majeftick building of .the 
Palais-Royal 'y and Lakanal had the mortification to 
fee his colleagues call for the order of the day. 

A (bort time after this, he moved, that all the 
young men itt Paris fhould be fent to the army in 
virtue of the new requifition, and while fpeaking on 
the fubjedl, he treated them viith great contempt, 
and termed them pnUJfons miprables,*^ On this oc- 
cafion alfo, he received but little encouragement. 

The writer of the prefent article can teftify, that 
M. Lakanal poiTefles no talents for eloquence^ In 
the month of April 179S, he was^ne night at the- 
co«Smittee of publick inftruSion, and happened to 
hear him deliver a {peech to , his colleagues on 
the celebration of Decadis, On that occafion, he 

not only remarked in the orator a deficiency of 
method, energy, and language, but, as far as a 

foreigner can judge, he did not even pofTefs that 
degree of perfpicuity fo congenial to the French 
language 

/ , Lakanal Is a man about forty, of the. middle fize> 
long face, and dark complexion. He is pitted with 
the finall poxr Nq charge has ever been brought 
againft. him on the fcore of ambition or peculation. 
He has, however, been often reviled on account of 
a fuppofed deficiency in refpe<£l to religious princi- 
ples. The writer of La ^otidUnne^ alluding to the 
commemoration of the King's execution, on the 21ft 
of January 1797, in the cathedral of Paris, at which 

" '*■ I . I ■ . I» ■ . , . ■■ ■ I !■ ■■ 

• Defpicablo wretches. 

N n a all' 
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■ all the conftituted authorities were prefeht, faid — 
VEglife de noire Dame a iti le lieu de la -fete des 
Canni Bales, Le bon Dieu tfy etott pas alors : mats 
le grand'Pretre Sieyes a officii pontificale me ntjOj^Jic 
di fes grandS'Vicairesy le priire Lakanal et Vex^ 
capucin Gumoyard. 

. Notwithftanding thefe farcafms, which add to- 
the merriment of the day, and ceafe with the laugh 
to which they give birth, Lakanal will always he 
refpedled on account of his learning, quoted on ac« 
count of his zeal, and if his native country is deftined 
to continue a commonwealth, his name will perhaps 
dcfcend with praife to pofterity, on account of his 
republican energy* ' 

Was formerly a nobleman, and known by the name 
of le Chevalier de LatoucJhe. 

Previoufly to the revolution he travelled through 
a confiderable part of Europe, lived a great many 
}rears in Poland, and was an eye-witnefi> to the fa- 
mous revolution that occurred there in May 1791 \ in 
confequenee of fubfequent events this proved fatal 
to the independence of that once mighty and gallant 
ration. 

Towards the latter part of the fame year, Mehee 
returned to bis native country, where he foon gave 
a fpecimen of the information obtained by him during 
hi^ travels, by a work entitled, VHiJioire de I0 
pritendue Revolution de PQlogne. 

ThU 
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This was well received, being the firfb attempt 
towards a proper idea of the important objeA alluded 
to in the title. 

All the intelligence from Warfaw detailed either 
in the French or Englifli papers, reprefented the re- 
volution as a mafter piece of refined policy $ but 
fome well-informed people refufed to give credit to 
fuch exaggerated encomiums, and fiirewdly fufpeSed 
the intrigues of the cabinet of Warfaw, It was re^ 
ferved for this author to confider the event in its true 
point of view, for he exhibited die real difpofitton cf 
the Polifli people j he revealed the fecret praftices of 
the ccHirt, and he difcovered the hand that directed 
the operations of the Diet of Warfaw. 

The talents and patriotifm of Mehee, added to 
the fame fo recently acquired by him as a' judicious 
writer, called aloud for (bme confidetable employ* ' 
naent in the new order of things. Unfortunately, 
he was appointed along with Tallien, as johit fecre* 
tary to the municipality of Paris, and fome months 
after thought himfelf obliged by virtue of his employ- 
ment, and by the orders of his fuperiours, to coua« . 
tpnance in fome fmall degree, the aflaffinations of the 
ad and 3d of September. This of courfe has fub*. 
jefted him to the philippicks of the ariftocracy, andr 
the marked cenfures of all honeft men* 

Mehee continued in the municipality of Paris dH« 
ring the fubfequent reign of terrour, and, like a great 
m^y others, became a Dantonijty being an admirer, 
of the excentrick genius of that extraordinary man. 
Afteje the 'death of his political chieftain, this was 
N n 3 confidered 
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confidered as an inexpiable crime in the eyes of Ro- 
befpierre. Orders were accordingly Iffue^ for the 
arrcfl: of Mehee, and he would have certainly been, 
fent to the fotal guillotine, or waited in confinement 
fof the 9th Thermidory if he had not been able ta 
eftiedl his efcape. 

It was generally imagined, that he was indebted 
for the timely intelligence of his danger, to the zeal 
cf his old friend Billaud, a colleague of the Dema^ 
gbgue in the committee of public fafety. 

Mehee left Paris difguifed as a waggoner, by avail- 
ing himfdf, on this occafioh, of a civick card bor* 
rowed frbm one of his friends, to whom he foon' after 
returned it, enclofed in a letter. 

He remained in obfcurity, in a fmall provincial 
town, not only during the remainder of the diflator's 
Veign, but likewife during the firft efforts of the 
f hcrmidorean readtipn. At length he repaired to 
Paris in 1795, and applied to Tallien, Louvet, &Ci 
to obtain employment, 
' His friends were fenfible of the juftice of his claims, 
and even deemed it highly important for the interefts 
of the republick, that a man of his abilities fhould b^ 
readmitted into the bofom of their party. The pub-* 
' lick indignation had already attained its grand objeft 
—to cru(h terrorijm or- jacobinifm* But it was" 
feared, left it (hould go a little beyond the mark, and 
ckcite the love of royalty. To preferve the juft 
medium between thefe, the committees of govern- 
ment refolved that two or three journalifts (hould be 
fubfidifed, with a view of infulmg into the minds of* 
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the French the true fpirit of the new conftitution,— 
It was with this intention that Louvet was dircfted to' 
refunrie his Sentinelle^ and Mehce, and Real (another 
zealot of republicanifm, and fonnerly an advocate in 
the parliament of Paris) were charged with the di- 
region of Le Journal des Patriot es rf^ 1789* 

During the fummer of 1795, this paper was in* 
great repute. It was the fcourge cf the royalifts^ 
the ariftocrats, the fufpeftcd reprefantatives, and all 
the journalifts who profefled anti-republican opi- 
nions. 

It was, however, at the feme time greatly cen- 
fured on account of the farcafms with which it 
abounded. M. la Harpe, whofe name isanother word' 
for academical glory, openly profefled royalifm and r^- 
thoUcifm ; he was aftually feen every Sunday at mafs ! 
Mehee, (hocked at fo notorious an apoftacy from his 
former opinions, called him le Pere Hilarion la 
Harpej which phrafe foon became an epithet of 
derifion in refpeft to the Neflor of French literature.- 

When M. Gregoire*, the moft refpe<Sbble man 
ampng the clergy of France, iilued a paftoral 
letter, enjoining the celibacy of priefts, M. Mehee 
publiflied an epiftle, under the name of Gratiolct^ a 
fuppofed married clergyman, beginning thus:— — 
y^aime mieux fajfer mes jours dans les bras d*une 
ipoufe l^gitimey que d-etre un pretre concubinaire 
comme Monfeigneur L^evlque de Blots f. It is but 

., * -— ! ;; ; ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 

* Conflltutional Bilhop of Blois. 

•\ 1 love better to fpend my days in the arms of a legitimate wifc^ 
than to livie in cimubimge like the Biihop of Blois. 

* . little 
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ittle wonder if a fevere retaliation took place on the 
part of the ariftocratical journalifts; they accordingly 
lavifhed on hitn, among other fimilar epithets, the 
title of Mehie^ le ^atrUte exclufif de 2de et ym 
Septethhre. 

By the mere exertion of his natural abilities^ 
Mehe^ who had already diftinguifhed himfelf as a 
man of letters, proved himfelf alfo capable of being 
a good foldier. On the memorable 13th Vendk^ 
miairiy while Freron, Buonaparte, Barras, &c. headed 
the regular troops of the republick againft the rebel- 
lious fe£lion$, Mehee took the command of the Pa- 
rifian patriots in the garden of the ThuiUcries, and 
ai(^ed with fo much zeal, fagacity, and intrepidity, on 
this occafion, that in the opinion of the beft military 
men in France, the volunteers under his command 
fell little (hort, in point of bravery, of the veteraa , 
foldiers. The committee of general fecutity, in 
order to afford a proof of its fatisfaAion, prefented 
him with a beautiful fal>re of moft exquifite Work- 
manihip. 

This event occurred at the period of the new elec- 
tions, and both Real and Mehee were at that time 
likely to be appointed deputies to the Council of 
Five Hundred, either by. Paris or the departmehtSi^ 
They were, however, excluded by a decree of th^ 
Aflembly, prohibiting any of the journalifts from 
being members of the new legiflature. Their 
fervice* were rewarded in another w.iy: Real 
was created hiftcriographer of the French repub-* 
lick, and Mehee under fccretary {(;hef dc bureau):. 

- of 
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©f wzTy with appofntments to the amount of fourteen _ 
thoufand French livres. 

"While afting tn this capadty (in Dec. 1795) the 
latter was fent on a fecret miffion to "Belgium.— 
The motive of this miffion has never tranfpired; 
but it was conJSdently reported that its fecret objeft 
was to afcertain the intentions of the inhabitants of 
the Auftrian Netherlands^ who, being intoxicated 
with the recent victories of Marfhal dc Clalrfeit,, 
were contriving plots to throw thcnifclvcs into the* 
arms of their former mailers. 

Truth requires us toi^atethat Mehee ^as aboutt 
this time charged with peculations to an enorniousr 
amount. But this accufation was not ,pn)y devoid 
of proof, but it was utterly improbable; for at his 
return to Paris, he vras feen in the fame fober track 
he had purfued previouily to his miffion. It is, how-^ 
ever, worthy of remark, that he never refumed his 
employment in the office of fccretary at war. 

Thefe frequent difappointments, perhaps, induced 
Mehee to participate in the democratical confpiracy 
attributed to Drouet ; and certainly, from his abili-^ 
ties and activity, he^ muft be confidered, next ta 
Buonarroti, as the beft qualified perfbn for carrying 
it into dxecution. He was, however, more fhrewd 
than that Italian; for he kept himfelf fo well con- 
cealed behind the curtain, that notwithftanding tliQ 
moft rigorous inquiries on the part of the Dire£tory> 
and the confinement of the chiefs, it was not before 
the end of three months that his guilt was deteAed, 
Orders were then iflited for feizing-himj but he was 

onqe. 
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once more fortunate enough to efFe£l his efcape from , 
Paris: 

He remained in his concealment, like Marius of 
old, in the marihes of Minturnus, from July 1796, 
to September 1798. Having formerly availed him- 
felf of the ariftocratical jubilee of the 9th ThermU$ry 
to efcape from the vengeance of the terrorifts, he 
now took advantage of the jacobin jubilee of the 
18th FruSfidorj to fave himfelf from the moderates. 
After this he once more became a man of importance 
in the Republick; and no fooner was Angereau ap- 
pointed commander in chief to the army of the Rhine, 
than he was made fecretary- general, a place of high 
honour and great emoluments. 

We do not know what has become of him fince 
the army of the Rhine was fupprefled by an arreti- 
of the Direftory, and Angereau fent to P^pignan 
to take the command of the new army of the Py- 
renees, deftined, as was thought, to march again{l« 
Portugal. 

Mehee is about thirty-fix years of age, and one of 
the handfomeft men in Paris, He is rather- more 
than fix feet high, well proportioned, has a round- 
face, fair hair, and a fmillng and prepofTeiEng coun- 
tenance. From what we have faid of him, it is ealjr 
to gue& that he is a well-informed, fteady republican^ 
and a refolute and a6live patriot, but, at the fame 
time, a man of immoderate ambition, and of a turbu-* 
lent and dangerous chara£^er. 

Juft as Mehee was dtfmifled from the War<-office» 
and confequ:ntly not on good teriQS with the Direc«- 

tory. 
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tory, the feaft of the national vi^ories was celebrated 
in the Champ de Mars. Carnot (bperintended the 
ceremony, and, by his diredlion, triumphal arches 
were ercfled, with the following haughty infcrip- 
tion:— " Orgueilleux ! vous courbekez la 
TETE.^' A fmart epigram, inallufion to the above, 
fooii appeared againft Carnot, and Mehee was fuf- - 
• peScd to be the author of it. 

Some days after, M. Carnot*^ lady was brought 
to bed. This afforded an opportunity to the witty 
author of the journal, Le Mejfager du Soir^ to make 
merry at the expence of both. La Citoyenne Di» 
reprice Carnot (faid he) eji accouchee ffun jolt petit 
DireSleur. jfllons^ Mehee ! voila pour le Decemvir^ 
qui he vous paye plusj le fujet d^une epigramme au£i 
piquante^ pour le moinSy que celui de la fite des *&icm 
tot res nationales*. 



ROMME. . 

Gilbert Romme was a native of a finall town in 
the province of the ci-devant Auvergne, a man of 
letters himfelf, and nephew to the famous Charles 
Romme, coxrefpondent of the Academy of Sciences, 
and profeflbr of hydography in the port of Rophfort^ 
who, fome years before the revolution, publifhed the 



• The citizen Direffcrefs. Carnot is juft deiivercd of a handfome 
little Direaor. Ah, Meh^e ! this will be the fobje^t o{ a$ bitter an 
epigram againft the Decemvir who no longer pays ^% as that fur« 
nl(hed by the feftival of national vi^ories. 

valuablo 
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valuable work, entitled ^^ Di<Slioiinaire de la Madne 
Fran^aife." 

Gilbert Romme was indebted to his abilities and 
patriotifm for his appointment as deputy to the Na- 
tional Convention for the department of Puy de 
Drome^ which includes the place of his birth. 

It is worthy of remark, that he was perhaps the 
only mountaineer of (bme weight in the legiflaturc, 
during the reign of the Girondifts j for we find that 
ia April 17^3, when Delmas and Lafource were 
. prefidents, he was appointed fecretary to the Conven- 
tion, along with Lareveilliere Lepeaux, Gatran, and 
Douket. 

At the downfal of the Glronde^ he a£ied a more 
important part, and after the month of Frimaire'^ fe* 
fecond year, he himfelf, more than once, was nomi«> 
nated to the chair of the legiflative body. 

His literary abilities procured his appointment to 
the committee of publick inftruftion. It was ftrongi y 
reported that he aflifted Fatre d*EgIantine in the 
conftruftion of the new calendar, and that it was he 
who fuggefted the idea of marking every day of the 
year with the name of a pla^it, and every quint idi 
w^itb that of an animal. This afforded an opportu- 
nity to the wits of Paris to remark, that the repub- 
licans had niade great ftrides towards civilifation by 
fubftituting oxen, afles, and hogs, for St. Jerome, St. 
Ambrofe, and St. Auguftin ! 

Romme likewife affiftcd in forwarding Condorcet's 
plan for publick inftruSion throughout the whole 
extent cf the commonwealth. It was thought that 

all 
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all the ideas relative to the agricultural part of 
this immenfe and beneficent fcheme appertained to 
Romme. He acquired, however, a ftill higher repu- 
tation by his Annuairedu Cultivateur^ which he 
laid before the legiflature, in the fitting of the 30th 
Pluviofe^ fecond year. " I prefent," faid he, '' to 
the Convention a work, in which every thing has a 
relation to the firft of arts — Husbandry; and I 
defire you, in the name of the committee of publijck 
inftruSion, to include this book among the ele- 
mentary traflts defigned for the fchools of the re- 
public." 

Romme was unconcerned at the fall of Robefpierre, 
to whom he was never perfonally attached. But he 
did not behold with the fame indifference tl^ return- 
ing fpirit of royalty and ariftocracy, that fucceeded 
the death of that demagogue. He regretted that 
the republick (hould be expofed to fo many dangers; 
that the reprefentatives of the people (hould be per- 
fecuted and vilified by their own colleagues; and that 
the name of a patriot Ihould have nearly become 
fynbnimbus to that of an airaffin and a drinker of 
human blood. 

It is alfq but juftice to obferve, that he bdbaved 
with the greateft prudence and moderation in his 
publick capacity, during the fummer of 1794 and the 
winter, of 1795. ,It is, therefore, a pity that he 
fhould have been involved in the confpiracy of the 
ift Prairialy which coft him his life. 
, It has been fo often neceflary to recur to this events 
and fo clofely is it connected with the heroick death 
Oo of 
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of the deputy Romme, that it may not be amirs to 
mention a few of the particulars here. The writer 
of diis article can relate them with exaflnefs; for he 
was an eyc-witncfe of the whole cataftrophe. - 

Ever fmce the I2th Germinal^ third year, when 
fo many deputies of Robefpierre's party were pro- 
fcribed, a ftrong ferment had prevailed in Paris, more 
efpecially in the fiiburbs, where Camlwn, Roffignol, 
and other moantaineers, had fought for and found an 
afylum. It is highly probable that thefe were the 
inftigators 4md the contrivers of the infurrciSlion : 
but whether that l>e the cafe or not, the poor inha- 
bitants .were daily opprefled smd infulted by the F^- 
riCizn mufeadinsj and the people at large were in a 
. ftatc of diftrefs, little fhort ofjfurvathn^ 

At length, on the ift Prairial 3d year, ( 19th May 
1745) the inhabitants of the fuburbs, having taken 
fome cannon from the arienal, and armed themfelres 
with guns 2fii fabres, to the number of about twenty 
thoufand, marched againft the Convention) ^ch of 
them wearing in his hat a bit of paper, with the in- 
fcription — Du poih it la cenJUtution d£ 1793*. 

The murder of the i^ejirefentative Ferrand, in the 
hall of the Convention, the uncommon firmnefs of 
the Prefident Boifly d'Anglas, the feditious meeting 
of the mimidpality in the Town-hall, the civil war^ 
the vidory of the legiflature over the rebels, and 
the' other confcquenccs of this dreadful infurredUon, 
ftand not in need of peculiar notice in this place.*— 

• « Bread and the conftitntioo of 1793 ! " 

Romme, 
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Romme, however, and many other jacobin repre- 
(entatives (the iaft remnant of the Mountain) were 
accufed of a fecfet correfpondence with Cambon, 
who had hid himfelf in the Faubourg St. jfntoinej 
and alfo with conniving at the proceedings of the 
rebels. It was univerially reported in Paris (fi>r 
the writer was not in the hall of the Convention at 
that time) that they had never feconded the motions 
of the majority of their colleagues, and that they had 
wkifpered to fuch of the depuities as were next to, 
thtnij—^Laiffez les faire-^^ Let the people alone,** 

It is peculiar to the French revolution, that the 
moft awful events have been conducted with a rapi« 
dity beyond the poffibility of calculation. No one 
of them, however, was ever accompanied with fiich 
celerity in point of oppofition as that experienced by 
the rebellious feSions on the ift Prairiah The 
commune of Paris was made refponfible for every 
attempt againft the reprefentatives of the people f. 
the committees of government were declared to be 
permanent } the municipal officers, holding tHeir 
fittings in the Town-hall, were proclaimed out* 
lawsy and fourteen, deputies were arretted and con* 
fined; of thefe, eight were ib fortunate as taefle£lr 
their efcape, Romtpe, Bourbotte, Soubrany, and 
three others, were alfo feized» 

In the jiext fitting (on die 2d Prairial) a decree of 

accufation was enaded againft thefe fix deputies; and 

as the revolutionary tribunal had then become odious, 

a.military commiffion was created to try them. This 

Q o Z- wa* 
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was the firft attempt at a military government fince 
the Commencement of the revolution. 

The military commiiBon, equally abhorrent to , 
every idea of humanity andjuftice, did the bufinefs 
full as well, and with as few formalities, as any re- * 
volutionary tribunal • whatever ; for in three or four 
days the confined deputies were tried and fentenced 
to death. 

Here follows the fingular and aftonifliing anecdote 
relative 'to the cataftrophe of thefe brave and unfor-- 
ttinat'e'me'n- 

They were fully fenfible of their danger, and fome 
indications had been giveh to them that their ene- 
mies were <letermined on their death. Although 
ftriSly watched ,by the gendarmes^ Romrtie had' 
found means to procure a ftrong (harp-pointed knife: 
this he carefully concealed in his' pocket without 
giving the leaft intimation of the circumftance to 
his companions. 

He afterwards obtained the favour, from the mem- 
bers of the'military commiffion, that they fliould be 
placedj during their trial, within a bar, fo as to be 
feparatedfrom the gendarme s^ whofe view, he faid, 
was" extremely odious' to him and his friends. 
No fpouer was the fenterice of dfcath read to them, 
than'34ommb* exclaimed,—" Achevez, fcelerats ! 
e'en eft fejit de la liberte; mgis regarded ce que f^a- 

vent faire lespaQuotes*." - Then drawing the knife 

■ ^ ^, i^^ . — I ;' ^ 

• *f Finiih, ruffians ! there is an end of liberty 5 but, behold 
v^hat patriots ca» achieve.** 

from 
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from his pocket, and ftabbing himfelf, he turned to- 
vrards his companions,—^' Aliens mes, camarades !'*' 
added: he to them, ^ fuivez mon exemple*." 

Thus the fatal fteel, reeking with tht hl<K>d of the, 
intrepid reprefentative, was handed to all the iix in^ 
fiiQceffioh, each of them ftabbing himfelf,suid reaching, 
it immediately after to his colleague next him. 

So ended the lives of Romme and his five colleagues,, 
who thereby fet an example of courage and friendship, 
unhear^ of, in either ancient or modern hiftory, and< ' 
in comparifoa to. which,, the folitary exertions^ of 
Mutius S^evola and. Attilius Regulus i^em to dwin* 
die intoinfignificance. 

Ronime and his companions were all of Aem mexh 
of acknowledged honefty, and poflelled many eminent 
virtues. At ^e time of their deaths the pul^liekc 
ipirit was fo i^r comptefled by the predominant fac- 
tion, or what might not unjuftly be called tbf Ther^ 
midorean Urrorijm^ that no man dared to pity 
them* It was not until the month of Novem- 
ber, that a few journalifts began to excite the4>ublicl^ 
commiferation,, and it w:as then ftated that the phi^ 
lanthropy of Romme went fo iar as ta refufe«i~ 
large loaf of bread, fent to Urn by a friend from, 
Verfailles, at the time of the gftateft fcarcity and dif* 
trefs in Parisy where the allowance of each <;iitizen was 
only two ounces per day. ** If the people," 6id he^ 
^ are doomed to be ftarved^on account of their efforts 
to recover liberty and equality,. their repref^tatives 
ought to fet the firft example." 

• « Come, my friendi» fdlow my ezsmpte.** 

O o 3 «- 
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LECOINTRE 

Was a rich merchant of Vcrfaillcs, and a great 
friend to the revolution, from the firft moment of 
the convocation of the ftates-generaL It is well 
known that on the famous procefBon to the church of 
Notre DavU'i the adjournment to theyVw (iepaume*y 
and every other important event which took place 
fo long as the national , aflembly held its fittings in 
that city, he was the moft forward of all the inhai» 
bitants to exhibit his attachment to the caufe of li- 
berty. 

After being appointed a deputy to the convention, 
he was generally abfent on mtflion to the different 
departments, and made no figure in the legiflative 
body until the death of Robefpierre. 

It is but doing him juflice to obferve, that he 
was an honefl man, who being uninformed of the 
Thermidorean intrigues, rufbed into the greatefl" 
dangers witfi the beft poffible intentions. He was 
fiilly convinced of the horrours brought upon his 
country by the decuHvirs-, but wholly Unacquainted 
with the fecret fchemcs of his colleagues in rcfpeft 
to that fa<31on. Accordingly, he denounced Collot, 
Barrere, Billaud, and Vadier, a proceeding which 
was not well received by the convention, fpr the 
members exclaimed on every fide, (Les pieces! Les 
pieces ! ) The proe^ ! the proofs ! - 
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. This was not only the fubjeft of great mortification 
to Lecointre, but indeed fome of the more violent 
mojuntaineers moved that he fhould be committed to 
the Abbaye. He did not, however, relinguifli his 
projed; for haying at laft procured the neceflary do* 
cumcnts to fupport every article of his charge, he 
waited for a more favourable opportunity to renew 
his accufations ; and indeed, in about a month after, 
he publifhed' both his denunciations and the proofs, 
and prefented them to the legiflature, at the fame 
time exclaiming aloud to his colleagues, " I hope 
you wiU not how cry, les piects ! les pieces ! " 

Lecointre afterwards a£ted with the moderates in 
order to cruft what ihey called Robefpierre's tail 
(la queue de Robefpierre,) 

But when he beheld the irregular conduft of 
the convention rcfpeiling Duhem, -Chodieu, ,and fo 
many others^ w^o weYe condemned to imprifbn- 
ment in the caftle x)f Ham, without trial, he 
declared himfelf hoftile to fudi arbitrary proceed- 
ings. The refult was, that oq the i6th Ger- 
mjnal, four days after the profcription of the moun- 
taineers above mentioned, Lecointre himfelf wa3 
(decrite d*arreJlation) decr,eed to be in a ' ftate 
of arreft. Th^s ftep fully juftifipd his excla* 
mation, at the moment of his feizure in the hall of 
the con vent idn—" Eh vivent les policbinelles met 
collegues* / " ' ^ ; 

: ---. " — T ■ 

• Long live the puncblnelks my colleagues. 

But 
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But matters did not ilop there. The fecond po- 
pular infiirreaion (on the ift Prau^ial) im direacd 
by Cambon and others, who had Uk«i refuge ia 
the Faubourg St. Antoinc, and a^itecree of aceufa- 
tion was cnadcd againft all thofe who were ppovi- 
fionally confined, aipong whom was Lecointre. — 
The convention, however, evinced no anxiety to 
bring them to a trial; on the contrary, Lecointre^ 
as well as feveral others were admitted fome months 
afterwards to the benefit of the general amneftjr. 

Smcc that period, Lecointre has always beea 
employed in the fervice of the government, and 
has conduaed himfelf on every occafion with 
xeal and ability. The writer of this article 
was informed at Verfailles, that be had been 
accufed of having increafed his wealth by the 
revolution; this, however, is at bcft but a mere 
furmife. It is certain, on the other hand, that he 
is generally beloved^ and that it is owing to him. 
that the fine avenues of Verfailles, and Marli, did not 
fall a prey to the vandalifm that marked the.firfr 
revolutionary movements. 

POULTIER, 

Was a noblcmain of Avignon, and a Benedictine 
monk in that city prior to the revolution. He had 
already attained the reputation of a man of letters, 
of an excellent poet, and a well-informed hiftorian, 
when that event took place. He was one of the 

moft 
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moft ftrenuous partifans of liberty, and it is partly 
* owing to his zeal and adivity, that Avrgnon ancPthe 
county of Venaiffin, returned under the dominion of 
France, after having languifhed during, five centuries 
beneath the authority of the Popedom. 

Poultier was the apoftle of this revolution. He 
inflamed the minds of the Avignonefe with a love of* 
liberty, prevailed on them to urge the National Af-, 
fembly for their re-union, drew up their petitions, 
and kept up a, regular correfpondence with the Pa- 
rifians, in fpite of the threats of the Roman prelate, 
then governor of Avignon. 

No (boner had th» National AfTembly ena£led the 
law, for re-uniting Avignon to France, than a new 
career was opened to Poultier. He became an affi-^ 
duous preacher among the lower clalTes of the peo- 
ple, and taught them to di {regard the Roman bulls, 
and the thunderbolts of the Vatican. In order to- 
iliperadd the force of example, to that of inftruAion, 
he himfclf renounced his religious coftume^ and mar- 
ried a nun, whom he took from a convent He af- 
terwards exerted himfelf in organizing the national 
guards, and a£lually ferved as a volunteer, during the 
year 179,1. 

Thefe important fervices could hot efcape the 
notice of the government, and in the beginning of 
1792, we find him appointed to the command of the 
national guard of Lifle, a ftation which he filled 
with his wonted zeal and abilities. 

It is reported by the royalifts, that in the night of 
Auguft the 13th, three^days after the extinftibn of 

royalty, 
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royalty, Poultier ordered a Yault» in which was itpo^ 
fited the remains of the ancient counts of Flanders, ta 
be demoliflied, andfixing the fkull of a countefs on^ 
the point of his fworc^ repaired to the popular fo- 
ciety, fwearing that he would ferve all the ariftocrats 
m the fame manner. They add^ that he had re^ 
courfe to this ftratagem^with a riew to overawe the 
opulent inabkants of Lifle, and to ingratiate himfelf 
with the populace, in order to procure himfelf to be 
appointed a member of the National Comrention. 

Poultier remained ina£live during ^ year 1793^ 
and the greater part of 1794, while die parties 
of the Girondins, the Tcrrorifts,^ and the Thermi- 
doreans were agitating and deftroying the republick^, 
one after another^ 

Towards the end of that period, however, we 
find him a&ing a more confpicuous part in thet 
convention* 

In 1795, he was fent on miffion, firft to hi» 
native country^ and afterwards to the fouthern pro- 
vinces of France, and the new conquefts made from* 
the Sardinian 4ates. He found royalty and popery, 
triumphant ia the fermery while in the latter, th& 
abufes of the adminiflrators, added to the fcandalous^ 
behaviour of the pourvcyors,. and condudors of mi- 
litary ftores, had alienated the minds of the peo-» 
pie, and raifed up innumerable enemies to the French, 
oamew He was fuccefsful in his •ndeavours to re- 
medy thcfe diforders, and in the fummcr of the fame- 
year,, he returned to Paris,, carrying with him the 

efteeoir 
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tfteem and ^c&ion^ not only of the army, and of the 
conquered countries, but alfo of his own countrymen 
in Avignon, and even oiF the ariftocrats themfdves, 
who were obliged to own that he had adled like a 
. worthy man. 

The miffion of Poultier, was eminently ufefiil to 
the republick, as it afforded him an opportunity to 
detedl a wide and complicated confpiracy, the centre 
of which lay in the fedions of Paris. The ftubborn 
reflftaiice made by the ring-leaders, to the law 
of the 5th Frudidor, which provided for the per- 
manence v>f two-thirds of the National Convention 
in the next legiflature, had been hitherto miftaken 
for a JMftifiable reludance to a decree >iniuri6us 
to the foverdgnty of the people. Poultier laid 
before the Convention, and the Committee of Ge-* 
neral Security, die intelligence he had jprocured on 
thisfubjed during his abode in the fouth, and that the 
royalifti might hare timely notice, that their plot 
was now dilbovered, he wrote a letter to Real, con* 
dudor of the yournal det patrtotes^ purporting, that 
he had proof s of unquefttonable authenticity^ that the 
felons were under the influence of royalijis ; that 
the facta of the plot was to be found in Switzerland 
^ttd Sardinia ; and that the prime mover of the 
^tubole^ was the baronefs de Staely wife of the Swe^ 
Jifi, minijigr, 

Poultier retained his feat as a member in the 
fourth legifiature, and is now in the Council of Five 
Hundred. During the laft two years, h^ has con^ 

dufled 
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dueled the celebrated journal, entitledi VAml des 
Loix* 

He is about forty years of age, rather inclined to 
elegance in his di-efs, and very affable, and polite in 
converfation.- 



PLET-BEAUPRE. 

Nicholas Plet-Beaupre, was born at Sees, a fmall 
town in the department of L'Orne : his father was 
an inn- keeper^ who happening to be in good circum- 
ftances, gave him a liberal education, and deftined 
him f6r the church. 

After the ufual preliminary ftudies, in the college 
of Sees,xhe was fent to the univerfity of Angers, 
where he was taught philofophy, and theology. 

He made confiderable progrefs while there, in 
learning of every kind, but when he returned home, 
he gave up all his fpiritual profpeds, and refifted the 
reiterated advice and folicitations of his relations, to 
enter into holy orders. 

. He was about to follow the profeffion of the bar, 
when his fkther died, and left him a handfome for- 
tune, which he had acquired by honeft induftry. 
This change, once more altered his intentions, and, 
ftrange to tell, he determined to encreafe his fortune 
by the fame purfuits that his parent had obtained it. 

His manners, his behaviour, nay, his learning were 

of courfe far^periour to Ms ftation, and when the 

revolutipn took place, he foon diftinguiflied himfelf 

6 among 



y Google 



among hh fellow citizens, by whom be was chofeit 

^ an eleaor. 

His patriotiffli, although confidered violent hf 
fotne, wa$, on the whole, enlightened, as it never al- 
lowed tjtm to bend to any faftion whatever. 

On the eleftion of the. deputies for the conftitiient 
aflembly, he had a great number of votes ; he failed 
however on this occafion, but h© was employed firft 
as an adminiftrator of the diftri£l, and then of the 
department. 

On the organization of the national guard, he 
was chofen a captain of grenadiers, and made the 
greateft exertions to enlift volunteers for the fron- 
tiers. This, added to his fe verity againft the non- 
conforming priefts, procured him a multitude of ene- 
mies, and tnade him undergo many humiliations, and 
even perfecutlons. He did not, however, fuccumb i 

•■ en the contrary, he obtained the fummit of his 
wifhes, which was to bfc a deputy to the legiflature. 
There, alike faithful' to his conllituents and his 
principles, he kept himfelf aloof from the various 
parties*^wh6 fucceeded and deftroyed each other* 

On the. trial of the king, Plet-Beaupre, who wag 
the colleague of Dufriche-Valaze, like him, voted 
for the death of Louis, but with the reftriAIon of an 
appeal to the people. 

On the gdi of Thermidor, he was one of the fix 
members who were fent at the head of the good 
citizens, to furround the commune^ and on this criti- 
cal occafion, he difplayed an imcommon degree of 
iirmnefs and courage, 

P p Although 
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Although Beaupre be but little known as a fpeaker 
in the tribune, he is confidered as a man, who; amidfl 
tht mcft tremendous ftorms, has never deviated 
from the courfe which condudts to a republick ; and 
one who will leave the iegiflative body with the 
confcioufnefs of having honourably difcharged his 
duty towards his countiy. 

It is reported that he has acquired an immenfe 
fortune, and that he is now in poffeflion of large 
cftates, formerly belonging to the clergy. This, 
however, is not to be wondered at, as long previous 
to the revolution, Beaupre poffefled an independent 
fortune, and was accuftomed to contrafl: with the 
government to furnifh the cavalry with hay, 
ftraw, &c. 

Plet-Beaupre, is a tall and handfome man, about 
feven and thirty years of age. His manner of liv- 
ing is that of an epicurean, but he is of that fort of 
epicureans, who compaiSonate the poor, and find 
their greatefl pleafure ill meliorating their miferable 
condition. ^ 

GOBEL, 

f 

The name of this man, will be recorded in the 
hiftpry of France, and ought of courfe to find a place 
here. Jean Baptifte Gobel, was originally grand- 
vicar to the bilhop of Bafil, for the French jurifdic^ 
tion of his diocefe, and had been decorated by the 
court of Rome, with the title of bifhop of Lidda, in 
partibus infidelium. 

S At 
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At the memorable epoch of the revolution, he 

was appointed by the clergy of Franclie-comte, ^ 

deputy to the ftates-general. In the conftituent afi- 

fembly, he fat for the department of the higher Rhine; 

much regard was paid to his fentiments, but he did 

|iot then zQ. a confiderable part. It is alfo a weH 

known truth, that he was not at firft entirely of the 

fame opinion with his colleagues, who intended to 

feize the whole 6f the property of the clergy, and 

that he oppofed the civick oath, which the conftitu* 

tion exaSed from ecclcfiaftical dignitaries. 

* When the conftituent aflembly had finlflied its 

labours, Gobel was appointed conftituttonal bifhop 

^ of Paris. He condu'^ed himfelf with great decorum 

for fome time, and it is notorious, that at the end of 

the year 1791, he addrefled a paftoral letter to thf 

faithful in his diocefe, remarkable for its good fenfe, 

. chriftian piety, and extenfivt^ learning. It was in 

flior^the beft written by any of the bifhops. 

The Abbe Barruel, author of the " Hiftory of the 
Gallican clergy during the revolution," charges 
Gobel with the groflfeft inconfiftencies, reproaches 
him with having taken the oath which he had at fir ft 
reprobated, and with being always at variance with 
his own principles. But all this would have been 
infufficient to immortalize the name of Gobel, if he 
had not afted an infinitely more confpicuous part. 

The infurreftion of La Vendee originated, as it is 

well known, in fuperftitious principles. The priefli 

too, in the other departments, having preached up a 

revolt, the minds of the mountaineers bccan\e highly 

P p 2 iflccnftd ^ 
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incen|ed againft chriftianity, which they confidcrcd 
as the ultttnate caufe of their dangers, a^ if the 
abufe and the exiftence of religion had been necef* 
brily connected with each other, A plan ^as ac<« 
cordingly formed to abolifh it, and the two famous 
atheifts, Anacharfis Cloots, and Chaumette, w^e 
at the head of the confpiracy. 

They were well aware that this ftcp would ex-^ 
perience a general oppofition on the part of the peo-' 
pip, if they were not fupportcd by the exanaplc and 
authority of the clergy ; and accordingly, they af* 
ibciated in their projed):, fome ecclefiaftical digntta* 
lies, and among others, the head of the Gallican 
church, the metropqlkan bifhop of Paris ! GobeJ 
fell into the fnare, and on the memorable 7th of 
November, 1 793, he prefented himfclf at the bar of ih^ 
convention, attended by his three grand vicars, and 
refigned his ftin&ions, dating, that there was na 
longer any need of religion, and that the only ado* 
ration of a people of philoibphers,^uld be the Wof(^ 
Jhip ofuajdn^ 

The intelligence of this event, was received at 
£rft with ail the applaufe ufuaily attached to aii 
important novelty, efpecially in the midft of a revo* 
It^tion* The legiflature itfelf was furprifed into 
fome impudent fteps. <j<)bel was highly honoured 
ky the convention ; he received the accallade fraUr^ 
neUe from the prefident, and a decree was a£hially 
cnadled, that, the -7th of November, fhould he confc- 
crated to the national feftival ofreafon. The people of 
par 15^ who for a time^ wei:e lii^ewife infatuated, made 
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a proceffion in honour of the new Deity, in which, 
the famous Madame Mbmoro, a beautiful woman,, 
reprefented the recently adopted goddefs. 

The convention foon perceived the folly of its 
proceedings, and another decree Vrss enafted; de* 
daring, " that the French people acknowledged tha 
cxiftence of the fupreme beings and the immortality 
of the foul.'* Robefpierre afferted on that occa* 
fiOHy that the refignation of Gobel was intended tQ 
throw an odium on the revolution, and to infinuatt 
^to all the nations of Europe, that France, by pro* 
claiming atheifm, had fallen into a fiate of diffolu*' 
tion. 

Gobel was at length arrefted, tried, and fenr 
. to the guillotine on the 13th of April 1794^^ amjdfi 
the execrations of all the faftions. It is not known 
what were his resd intentions ; but the zealots of every 
party feeihed to acknowledge, that on this occafton^ 
Robefpierre was in the xight, and even the royalifts 
comforted themfelves afterwards by faying, " if h$ 
has caujed the death of f$ many worthy perfonsy he 
has at leaji fwept away from the French foil^ om 
of the fcoundreU who moft difgraced the French 
nameJ^ 

It muft be confeffed, however, by every unpre«ut 
diced man, that no proofs of a confpiracy, were 
proc'uced againft the ex-hiflyop^ and that he alfq was 
hafelj murdered. 

FpJ ' HJIN&IOT. 
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HKNRIOr. 

lis msm, whofe rife and fidl were equally rapfitf 
furprifing, Was born at Nanterrc, near Parts, in 
• Early in lifej we find him the clerk of a turn- 
at the 'gates of the metropolis^ and he was a 
of no degree ef confideraftion whatever, during 
irft ferxoi of the revolution. No iboner, bow- 
were the philosophers driven from office, than 
urn of mind bedsune perfedUy congenial to tfar 
fyftem. 

cottfequcnce of his aftivity in the fervice of the 
mal guards, and his continual vociferations iff 
eSions of Paris, he was preferred by d^rees to 
Lipreme military command in the capital. From, 
itenancy, be procured a company; he was then 
inted a major, lieutenant-colonel) and ccJonel, 
vhen Santerre was fent to La Vendii^ he became 
nander in "Chief. In this ftation he continued 
e head of thefans^culoftiSy from April 1793 to 
1794, and performed prodigies in bis way, 
violent and implacable eneiliy to every tfaia^ 
favoured of ariftocracy, he was the deftroyer of 
lie monuments, tombs, pmntings, and works of 
in Paris and its environs. The dilapidations al 
i^Ioud, Marliy Belleviie, &c. are owing f9ldy t9 
\ and it is reported, that when he fet out for St. 
is to deftroy them onuments of the indent 
s of Fr^ocPj^ b« Tfa^ al\yays faying to his fellow* 

i^ldiers^ 
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foIdierS)—* ^' Allons ; que la mafltie nationale frappe . 
Ics tyrans jufques dans Icurs tombeaux*/* 

It is al(b a fa£l, that at the head of his fans-cuhtt^ 
lie ran daily through the ftreets of Paris, and vifitcd 
the fliops where prints^ maps, and engravings were 
fold, in order to deff roy and burn all thofe which re** 
prefented kings, nobles, and priefts, or which pchi^ 
T)ited emblems of nobility and coats of arms: nay,^ 
he entered all the bjpkfellers (hops alfo^ tore. the 
bindings of fuch works as were adorned with armo* 
rial bearings, and defaced thededicationsand privilege 
of impreffion. 

Thefe maf ks of outrageous zeal obtained for Kfcn* 
riot the appellation of the French Om^rr. Indeed^ 
from a report made to the National Convention by 
M. Grcgoire, in the«ame of the Committee of Pub»- 
}ick InftruSion^ on the 9th Veniimiaire [^ Y^^) 
it would appear that he had refolved to fet fire t6 the* 
national library in Paris, and that he kept up a cor* 
refpondence with the fans^cuhties of Marfeitles, and 
other large towns in France, in ordei that aJ] the 
other libraries throughout the republick might be 
involved in one common ruin. He muft be allowed, 
however, to have been an ingenious and witty Van«^ 
dal \ for, being accufed in the club of the Jacobins,, 
on account of this condM^, he not only did not di£- 
avow it, but valuing himfelf very much on fait 
achievements^ he exclaimed, — ^ Yes \ I am firmly 

* Come! kl tbo nuttoAaliniuc Mic ibi 9nnt> ^vm »ft ^t^ 
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ccn-. irced that bccks occafion all the aberrations of 
the human m nd. 1 would not only therefore fet 
firc^ to the l:h:aries, but 1 would have Ho'rape and 
V:rgil burnt before the reft, in the midft of a civick 
feaft. 1 hefe two ought I indeed to perfli by the 
band of the common executioner: they are guilty 
of le7»e^humantt:^ by having flattered Auguftus, a 
vile tyrant, and the deftroyer cf Roman liberty!" 

Henriot muft be allowed to have been always 
confiftent in his inveterate hatred to learning and 
learned men.. His fpeeches in the feSions of Paris 
were fo many phillppicks again.ft b^th ; in fhort, he 
at length rendered the name of an autlior fynonimous 
with that of an arijiocrat. His conftant maxim was, 
"miftruft a man who has publKhed a be ok;'* and 
he decla-red one night, in the jacobin club, that he' 
had good reafon for this, as he had always found the 
French literati/^rj dans leurs ecrits^ et rampant dans 
hs antichambres*.. 

This Goth is, however, thought to have been 
highly ferviceable to the republick. Dur'ng the 
reign of terrour, when fo many atrocious meafures 
were necefl'ary to carry on the revolutionary go\:ern- 
H jnent, a brutal man, like Henriot, was admirably cal^ 
€ulated to beat down oppofition, and enfure obedi- 
ence; Had ^ he not been general, cf the national 
guards at. that time, it is a moot queftion, whether 
any other individual could have executed the laws 



. * Haughty in thejur writings^ and cripgiftg In ^c prefence ot th« 
Sreac. 
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t^fpe&ing the compulfory paper, the maximum^ th« 

requifttions, the domiciliary vi(it%aiKi tht,guillotift4 

mmbulante*. 

Henriot's reign lafted until Robefpi«rre*s death| 

-when his attachment to that cruel demagogue in- 
volved him in his ruin. It is recorded that on the 
famous 8jth Thermidory as foon as the tocHn was 
founded by the municipality of Paris, with 2 view td 

^ lave the tyrant, Henriot ran through all the ftreets 
of the metropolis, colle^lbg his fellow foldiers^ and 
exclaiming,4-»'^ Onopprime Ics patriotesf !'* 

The National Convention having got the bettet 
in the conteft with the Robefpierrian party, Henriot^ 
jointly with his colleagues and accomplices, was 
guillotined at 'the Place d$ la Rivolution^ on the 
sotb of the iaune months and in the 33d year of hit 
.age. 

DURAND DE MAILLAMS. 

This refpedable old man has acquired a high re« 
putation in all Catholick countries on account of hit 
DiSiionary of the Canon LaWy in four volumes 4to^ 
publiflied in 177 1. He was formerly a profeflbr in 
the famous univeriity of Tbuloufe, and, on tho 
convocation of thp States General, was appointed 
deputy for the department of JBoucbes du RhSne^ 

Durand fat alfo in the Conftituent Aflembly^, 
and became a ftriking example of the obfcuro 



* Moveftble suillotlne. 

t They opprefs the patriot$1 
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and inconfiderable part which men of profound Iearn-> 
ing and uncommon genius are generally condemned 
to aft in popular aflemblies, where moderate talents, 
joined to a volubility of language, are the qualiiica:* 
tions that frequently lead to glory and renown. 

Durahd was the chairman of the ecclefiaftrcal 
committee, a place which no one could fill with more 
propriety than himfelf. 

Three things may be recorded here,- which fery« 
to evince the modefty of this deputy. 

I ft, Though he was acknowledged to be thd 
member the beft informed in refpeft to ecclefiaftical 
learning, and was indeed the main-fpring of Ac la. 
hours of the committee, he generally fuffered the re- 
ports to be delivered by his colleagues, the Bifhop of 
Autun, and the Afibe Gregoire, 

2d]y, If he himfelf chanced fometimes to appear as 
the organ of his aflbciates, he allowed every deputy 
to oppofe his opinions with an indifference bordering 
•n apathy; an inftance of which occurred on July ift^ 
1790, when his report on ecclefiaftical foundations 
and patronages was objedled to with great violence, 
by Camus and Treillard, 

3dly, When the Civil Conftituticn of the Clergy 
was attacked, on its publication, by the pr lefts and 
arlftocratSy'-^korning to take any notice of the nutti- 
berlefs inve<9:ives uttered agalnft the author, he con- 
tented himflf with writing a pamphlet, entitled 
*' An Apologetick Hiftory of the ^ Ecclefiaftical 
Committee of the National AlTcmbly," in which he- 

proved 
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proved how well he was qualified to conciliate dogma 
and dtfctpline, 

Durand de Maillane was appointed a deputy to 
the National Convention, and was included among 
the eleven commiffioners appointed to compofp and 
prefenl the plan of the conftitution of 1795.— 
The glory refulting from his labours wa?, as ufual, 
reaped by others, fuch as Boifly d'Anglas, Camba- 
cei es, &c. &c. 

This reprefentative is one of the few, who, by 
attaching themfelves to no parfy, has obtained the 
efteem and afFedlion of all the legiflative body. 



PACHE, 

The human mind is probed by events, and there- 
fore generally developed amidft the ftormy and tem- 
peftuous agitations of a revolution. Critical periods . 
opcate like the fpear of Ithuriel, and the hero or the 
monfter are then laid bare, and expofed to the admi* 
ration or the hatred of mankind. It has been the. for- 
tune of fome few charafters, however, to defy detec- 
tion, and to remain equivocal, even amidft the alter- 
nate triumphs and defeats of oppofing factions. 

Such, I apprehend, is the peculiar fituation of the 
fubjeft of thefe memoirs. If he be a hypocrite, as 
the Girondifts tern^him, he muft be allowed to have 
been the moft confummate diflembler recorded in 
hittory; on the other hand, if he is a man uniformly 
virtuous^ as his admirers pretend, it muft be ftill 

owned 
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owned that he has more tbatt once zttoriei ample 
OCcafrdn for fufpicion. 

Pachc is a man of obfcure birth. His father wai 
a domtflick in the fcrvice of a nobleman, and having 
acquired the regard of the family by his excellent 
€0fiduA, his Ton received an education at its expence. 
On attaining a proper age, he procured a fitua^ion under 
the Marfhal de Caftries, who afterwards placed 
him in the ws^r-office. Having favcd fome money, 
and obtained a fnuili penfiou from his patron, be re« 
figned his employment, with a viev^^ to repair td 
Switzerland, in order to enjoy the pleafures of a ru-* 
ral life, to which he Was devoted, and the domefticlc 
comforts arifing cut of the bofom of bis little family. 

Although ftill young, he had found means to ac« 
quire a high reputation for wifdom. M. Gibert, 
who confidered him as a phoenix^ introduced him to - 
Mademoifelle Phlipon, (b celebrated afterwards un-» 
der the name of Madame Roland, and it appears that 
file was captivated both with his modefty and un- 

dcrftanding *. The 

«- - ' ■■ ■ ■ I ■ I I »■ » ■■ I I ^ ■ 1 1 ■ 

* Gibert 6coit lie dcpuis Tenfance avec un homme pour lequel 
n profedToit autant de veneration que d'attachemenc $ il vancoit 
Ibn mcnte itent Tocoafiofv, et il ^oit glorieux d^ 6ire Taml. 
Gibert ne tarda pas beauooup "k me parler de fon phenix ( U iinvw 
Uoit ^i|*il XK seroit hcureux que iorique foa ami ec moi pouroont 
nous admirer r^ciproquement $ enfm il nous r^unit a diner cbes 
lui. Je Tis un homme dont rexceflive fimplicite alloit jufqu'^ la 
nefiigence ; parlant peu, ne fixant peribnne^ il e&t ixh difficile 1 
ju^r fur mie entrevue pour quiconquc n*a«roit |Bnna»ft enteMki 
fiure mention d« lui ^ et j*aYoue que^ malgr^ mon gout tout pJMU 
«iili«r pour k ton modefte^ cdui de cetta homme 6toit t humble, que ^ 
je Taurois volontiers pris au mot fur Ton pr»prc ctmpte. Cepen* 

dant^ 
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The mountains of Switzerland at length refounded 
with th^ news of a revolution in France, and the 
heaitsof men of learqing and humanity, in all coun- 
tries, beat high with the ef peAations ariflng out of 
that memorable event. Pache inftantly returned to 
the ' capital, and, in conce;rt with Meuniers and 
Monge, inftituted a popular fociety in the feftion of 
Luxembourg, the avowed objefls of which were the 
fpread of knowledge and the cultivation of the civick 
virtues. In thefe occupations he was particularly 
affiduous, and appeared to dedicate to his country,- as 
a citizen, all the time he did notbeftow on the edu- 
cation of his children. 

At laft he began to emerge from obfcurity.— 
In 1792, the celebrated and unfortunate Roland was 
invited by the King to accept a place in the admi- 
niftration. On this occafion the wife of the new 
minifter of the home department, always anxious to 
forward the interefts of her friends, introduced her 
cdd acquaintance, Pache, to her hufband. The place 

danty commeil ne manquoit ni dc jugement, ni de quelques connoiC- 
fances, on lui favoit plus de gre d*en montcer iorfquMl'venoit ^ 
Ics faire^ntrcvoir, et Ton finiiTolt, comme Gibert, par iui en croirc 
beaucoup plus qu'il n'cn avoit cfleilivement Sa fcmme pe« 
iignifiante^ mais feniible, rappeloic toujours IHntentique ora tenebant 
' de Virgile, quand ellc regardoit parler fon mari. Ce n*eft pourtant 
pas un etre tout«a-fait ordinaire que celui qui fait en impofer' 
ainfiy m6me a ceux qui k frequentent, furla mefure de fon in6nte 
effcdif; il faut qu*il foit grand en quclquc chofe, du moins en 
dtTHmalation ; et fi les circonftances rinterreiTent a la poufler 
au/n loin qu'il fpit pofiible dans les affatnes importantes^ il peut 
devenir de faux fage ^ui ufurpoit rdlimc, fcllfirat aux depends dtf 
<es contemporalas*- L^blAoiFe en fera jager par la f»ite/* 

Q.q of 
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of firft fecrctary was immediately offered to him, but 
he replied, that being defirous to retain his inde- 
pendence, he could not accept of- any falary, but 
would willingly lend his fer vices for the advancement 
of the common caufe. He accordingly repaired to 
Roland's clofet, every morning at f.:ven o'clock^ 
with a morfel of bread in his pocket, and remained 
tl^ere until three, difregarding fatigue, and applying 
bimfelf unremittingly to bufinefs. 

When Servan was appointed to the war depart- 
ment, he looked around for a confidential perfon, and 
^ at laft fixed his eyes "on Pache. He accordingly ap- 
plied to Roland, informed him how much he envied 
him the pofTcffion of fo faithful an aHiftant, conjured 
him to part with him, and concluded by faying, '^ let 
this honefl man come and live with nie/' 

Roland gave h.s afTent, and Pache entered the 
office of the minifter at war exprefsly on the fame 
terms as be hiad continued in that of the home de- 
partment*-^ without any official appointment, apd 
without any pecuniary benefit wh;itevef. 

At length the intrigues of Dumouriez put an end 
to the* adminiflration, which c.uld alone have faved 
France from 4II her fubfeqiient calamities, and fuf- 
pended, if not evaded the fate of the King. On this 
occafion Pache returned to his fedtion, and refumed 
his flation as a private man, with a charafter famed 
fbr difintereflednefs, and the reputation of confider- 
able talents. It is not a liitb remarkable, however, 
confidtring his fuhiequent condufl, that when Ro- 
land read the f-*mous letter to the King, in.m-'dir«tely 

b;ifore 
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befbre his difmiiBon, his friend (for fo he deemed 
him at that period) feemed to cc^nfider it as far too 
bold. 

The events that occurred on the loth of Auguft 
occafion^d the recall of the patriotick minifters,and 
Pache was offered the fuperintendence of the jewel- 
ofSce, as well as feveral other honourable fituations^ 
ail of which he declined. He refided, however, for 
(hofrt time in a publick capacity at Toulon, but he 
is faid to have conducted himfelf in fuch a mailner 
as to give but little fatisfa£lioh. 

A more fplendid appointment at laft prefented 
itfelf, and was inftantly 'accepted. When Servari 
quitted the war-office, on account of his health, 
Pache was nominated to fuccced him, and of courfe 
had a feat at the council board. 

On the trial of Louis XVI. he is faid to have 
canvajjed publicly for his death*. Whatever opi- 
nion may prevail, refpefling the guilt or innocence 



* Dumouriezy when drawing the« charadert of the men who 
compofed thp administration of that day» expreiles himfelf thairs 
«< On th* other fide was Pache, minifter of >»ar, a man of fcnfi^ 
and pofiibly an honeft man, but ignoilht and blindly devoted to 
the Jacobin party. He had a wife and daughter equally- ugly and 
ill tempered^ who frequented the clubs and even the haunts of the 
Marfeillols, to demand the King^s death. The war office was 
become a, club, breathing nothing but blood and carnage. The 
clerks always were the red cap at their deiks, and ufed the phrafet 
ihm and thet to every one, even to the miriiler, who himfelf affe^ed 
a dovenly drefs, and courted the Parifian populace, by af- 
(timing their manners/* 
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of that monarch, this condud was equally fcandaloui 
and criminal on the part of a minifter. 

The talents of Pache were unequal to his nevr 
£tuation. He was adive, zealous, itidefatigable, 
and would have made an excellent clerk,- but he 
was an indifferent minifter.> Dumouriez, indeed>. 
attributes his defeats principally to him, ancT cenfures 
not only his incapacity, but accufes him ©fa preme- 
ditated defign of ftarving the armies. On the other 
hand, it muft be confeiTed that the conduS: of this 
general was criminal in the extreme, and that he 
found it neceflary to throw part of the odium that 
attached to himfelf on thofe whom he. confidered as 
his enemies *. 

It was found neceflary, at laft, that the minifier 
(hould retire from the war department. His intereft 
with the Jacobins was, however, too great to re- 
main long out of employment, and he was accord* 
, in^y appointed mayor of Paris, in which capacity he 
forwarded all the.fchemes of the terrorjjfs. 

Pache feems to have poflefled but little gratitude; 
for he calmly looked on and beheld the judicial maf- 
facre of his heft and deareft friends/ He js evcri 
accuJEed by Madame Roland with being the calum- 
niator of her hufband, and the bittereft of her own 
perfecutors ! 



* A fmalJ volume, containing the correTpondence bet^y.een the 
general and the miniiler^ has been publiflied. 

PO- 
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FOMEKEVty 

Is an ofScer, who unites a tafte for letters and the 
fine arts, with the prcfeffion of arms. He ferved 
many years in France, in the corps of artillery^ 
which at all times was confidered as a body poflefT- 
ed of great fcientifick attainments, but which, in the 
courfe of the prefent war, has acquired an extraor^ 
dinary degree of pre-eminence. 

Science and philofophy arc naturally favourable to 
liberty: the reafon is felf-evident, th^y ^re but 
other names for knowledge, and it is Ignorance 
alone that both generates and tolerates flavery.— 
. This is a truth of which the zealots of defpotifm 
are well convinced^ and when they rail at what they 
are pl^afed to term the new philofophy^ they but pay 
an unwilling tribute to the progrcfs of the human, 
mind. 

The fenatical Abbe Barruel terms Voltaire and 
all the learned men of France during the reign of 
Louis XV. Jacobins* Pomereul was one of thofe 
dreadful confpirators, and like moft of them too 
was alfo an Encyclop^dift. The principal articles 
of the grand Encyclopidie on tho- Artillery, that 
important branch of modern military fcience, are 
drawn .up by him ; and it was he who compofed the 
whole of the Didiionnaire d^ Artillerie^ in VEn* 
cyclopedie Methodique. 

In 1787 he was fent to Naples in order to inftru<ft 

troops, who at that period were perhaps the moft 

Qj{ 3 ignorant 
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ignorant of any in Europe. Notwithftamling his 
appointments, which >vere very confiderable, he did 
not affeft to exhibit any pomp, or difplay that fan- 
tailipal vanity, fo common, I had almoft faid fo 
tiatural tOi the officers of the M fchooh On the 
contrary, he lived like a philofopher, a man of let- 
ters, and a friend to the fine arts. ^ 

France having fhaken off her chains, a coalition 
Was of courfe formed againft her liberty, which 
ipeedily ended in a confpiracy againft her territories. 
FcnUpand IV. .fovereign of the Two Sicilies, is ^ 
6ourBon, his confprt Maria^Charloitay an arch- 
dutchefs of Aullria; A£l:on, the favourite of the 
latter, and the political Menor of both, at that time 
preiided over their councils— the reft is known to 
every one. 

No fooner had the court of Naples declared it- 
fdf hoftile to his native <:ountry, than Pomereul de- 
termined to refign all his employments. It was in 
vain that the moft flattering offers were made to 
him. He refufed the command of the troops, land- 
ed eftates equal to thofe he poffeffed ia,t home, 
croffes, ribands, and even employments for his chil- 
dren. His conduct on this occafion gave offence, 
and it is but feldom that arbitrary power is offend- 
ed with impunity. He was accordingly imprifoned, 
and did not recover his liberty until the progrefs of 
the French arms in the fouth had infpired terrcur 
into all the Italian cabinets. 

No fooner had he acquired his freedom than he 
ifpainrdi to. tft.e Tuscan territories, where, to his in- 

expreiEble 
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expreflibie aftoniihment, he learned that his name 
was included in the lift of emigrants ! 

Pomereul, who was lately at Florence, hat writ- 
ten a differtation on the fine arts, in which he con- 
jures his countrymen not to ereft fchools fof paintr 
ing and ftatuary. 

He obferves, in the firft place, that it 18 probable 
the Greeks did not pofTefs any inftitutions of this 
kind, and to this feeming deficiency he attribute* 
the fuperiour excellence of their painters ahd fculp^ 
tors. Their artifls were formed by ftudyiog natui^ 
under the gre^t mafters. Appelles, as every o^ 
Ipnows, had pupils^ and requefted Alexander not to 
ipeak relative to his art in prefence*of the boys who 
mixed his colours, left they ihould laugh at him. 

2, On the revival of the fine arts in Italy, na 
general fchool was inftituted. A rivalfliip was in- 
deed in fome degree happily maintained between 
different cities ; but each feems to have produced 
©nly one or two great men, fuch as Raphael in the 
Roman fchool, Michael Angelo in, that of Florence, 
Titian in that of Venice, Corfegio in that of Par- 
ma, and the Carrachi in that of Bologna. Their 
fucceSbrs have been mere imitators of thefe great 
mafters. 

3. The numerous courtezans of Greece ferved 
as models to the artifts of that country, who did 
not copy from piGures or ftatues, like thofe of the 
prefent day; and it is here jocularly hinted that the 
modern Laifes and Phrynes of Paris would exhibit 

a& 
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as fine features and ]in\bs as any of thofe ftudied 

by the ancient painters and fculptors. 

One of his friends who travelled through ^Italy 
along with Pomercul, feme years before the revolution, 
relates 'the following anecdote: 

*' One day we happened to vifit a part of the 
country covered with monuments of the Roman 
grandeur ; on cbferving thefe veftiges Pomereul ex^ 
claimed—* It is only a free nation that could have 
conceived and executed thefe aftonifhing publick 
^rks, of which we now admire the remains. A 
republick in France ! and we (hall fpon behold in 
that beloved country, fimilar aqueducts, baths, and 
amphitheatres, rearing their heads towards the 
fkies !'..,,.. He fpoke thus at a time when the 
idea of a commonwealth had not yet entered into 
the imagination of his" countrymen." 

By this time Pomereul's name is doubtlefs ftruck 
out of the lift of emigrants, and he has revifited liis 
native country. 

LEPELLETIER. 

Louis Michael Lepeftetier de St. Fargeau, better 
known fince the revolution by the name of Lepelle- 
tierohiy, was born at Paris on the 29th of May 
l76o* His family was both opulent and noble, and 
he himfel^ like many of his ahceftors who had held 
high offices under the ftate, was bred to the profef- 
fion of the law, Rifing by degrees, he at length 
I obtained 
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obtained the honourable office of Priftdent a Mo^r^ 
tier of the parliament of Paris, a body that ftill dared 
to utter the language of truth in the prefence of its 
tyrants, when the reft of the natioY) was reduced by^ 
defpotifm to filence and fubjeSion.^ 

During the difputes between the court aj;ul the 
parliament, he always Tided whth the popular party», 
and was zealous in his oppofition to the fifca}^ |:y-^ 
ranny introduced by modern minifters. He thus 
became fitted, by long anj painful ftrugglbs in the 
caufe of liberty, for the revolution that enfued, and 
at the meeting of the ftates-generaV, was appointed 
a deputy from the nobility of Paris. 

In the national affembly he diftinguiflied h[mfclf 
1)y the 'graces, the precilion, and the lucid arrange- 
ment of his fpeeches. The night of the 4th of 
Auguft 1789, celebrated in the annals of France by 
the abolition of all exclufive privileges, furniflied 
him with a favourable occafton to difplay at one and 
the fame time his eloquence and his difinterefted- 
pefs. 

This facrifice, added to the uniformity of his at- 
tachment to the caufe of liberty from his early^ 
youth, rendered him exceedingly popular, and the 
department of Yonne deemed itfelf peculiarly for- 
tunate in having him for one of its deputies in the 
national convention, 

Perfuaded that cnergetick meafures could alone 
prevent the return of monarchy, and enfure the 
falvation of France, he placed himfelf on the very 
fummit of thg Mountain^ and aided the Jacobins 

(who 
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(who had as yetabftained from the blood of their 
fellow-citizens) with all his inffuerce ♦.' 

On the trial of the king, he voted for his piiniai- 
ment, and whatever may be the particular opinion of 
any one, it would be unfair to fuppofe that Lepelle- 
tier. on this folemn occafion, for the firft time of his 
life, (hould have been a&uated by improper motives*' 

His conduct on that day, however, proved htsd 
.to him. f >r on die very evening of the exccutioa a 
royalift ftruck him a mortal wound with a poniard, 
and then efFeded his efcape. 

This circumftance, of courfe, made a great noife in 
the capital, and no fmall degree of a£livity was dif- 
played by the police in difcovering the name of the 
aflaifin, and tracing him out He was called Paris, 
and his corpfe was found a few days after this event* 
for, being apprehenfive of detection, and certain in 
that cafe of punilhment, he had fhot himfelf with 
a piftoL An extraft from his baptifmal regifter, 
. sn i a brevet as one of the late king's guards, were 
fouiid in his pxket; thcfe were accompanied 



• TheRoyalifts have of courft endeavoured to traduce him, by 
afligning his conduft to intcrcfted motives, notwithftanding his 
whi^le Jife tends to prove this to be a calumny. Wlule fpeaking of 
the revolution, he is reported to havcfaid— ** Quand on a 600,000 
livrcs dc rente & qu'on eft noble, il fiiut ^trc a la crete dc la 
iliontagne, ou a Cobieptz/*— (When a man has 600,000 livres a 
year, and is noble, he ought eithef to be on the* Very peak of the. 
mountain, or a( Co!}iemz.> 

with 
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with a papcTj written in fipprobation of the hor- 
rid deed*. 

In the mean time, great preparations were made 
for the interment of Lepelletier. Davii the painter 
fuperintended the ceremony, and it was fludfoufly 
calculated, that all the emblems exhibited during 
the folemnity fhould infpirc the beholders with a 
deteftatioftof thlt royalty, of which he was confidered 
as the vi(9tim. I:i addition to this, the fe(ftion in 
which he had refided was called by his name, the 
legiflature attended h funeral in a body, and the 
cxpences of it were paid by the nation f- 

BILtAUD 

• ** Jc n'ai point cu de com,5lice dans la Ibelc adion que j'ai 
fekc en doonant la mort ao fcelerat St. Fargeau. Si je ne Tavois 
pas trouv6fous ma main, j'aurcis purge la tcrrc du moniflrc, dj, 
^ parricide d'Orleans."— -(I had no accomplice in the noble action 
performed by me, in putting to death the villain St. dFargeau. If I 
had not found him at hand,'^I would have pureed the earth of the 
monfter, the parricide Orleans.) 

The four following lines were written on the back of itts 
commiflipn : 

^' Sur ce brevet d*honn ur, je I'ccris fans efFrbi, 
** Je Tccrls a Tinftant ou je quitte la vie j 
** Francois, j'ai frappc raflaflin dc mon rcS, 
** ^'6toit pogr m'arracher k votrc ignominle.'* 

•f On Tuesday, January 22, the National Convention pafTed a 
decree, that Louis- Michael-Lepellctier /hould be buried on the 24th> 
at eight o'clock in the morning, and Chenier having been appoint-' 
ed to bring in a report on this fuhjed, delivered the following 
fpcc.h: 

Jtafpjrt dc Chenier fur 'gs 'otituun funehrtt a ratjre a Pe/Ltir-Sairtt ' 
fmrgeau. 

Citoyens, v6us legtjerez a la po/lerite de granc's fouVs^nirs ec de 
grands exemples j mais depuis que le peuple Frap^tf s a WiiB ie jouj^ ■ 

du 
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•SLLLAIUD OE VAlLEKNlS. 

This deputy was originally a monk, having 2>eea 
^brought up within the walls of a cloiftec 

He 



du dcfpotifme, 'ies annates Tevolutioiwaires n*offrent p«i une epo- 
ique aufli impofante» que celie ou Aous avons vu profqu^au m&tne 
inftant, un ami de la liberte tomber fotis le (tP des aflaflins^ et un 
tyran frappe du glaive de la bL 

Quel icoit done le monftrueux pouvdir de la royaute, fi du fbn^ 
de fa piifon ct dans Ton agonie m^e, elle immoJoit encort ies 
Ibndatcuis de la republique. 

ToutLfoity .ce refte de fanatifme et d'idolatne, que la royautc 
expirante laiffe au fein dc5 hommes criminels ou pufillanlxne% 
tbien loin de vous elfrayer, vous affermira dans la route que vous 
dcTez fuivrc. Le Pelictier, immortai:(e par fon affaffin, vous 
montre la palme civiquc des martyrs de la liberte. 41 vient de 
prendre place cntre Ics Barnevelt etJes Sidney. Son fort paroitra 
•digne d'cnvie }t tous-les vrais republicains, et Ies honneurs dont 
vous recompenfez fa raemoire, Jul donneront des fucceifeurs qui^ 
<comme lui» cemme vous> ciioyens, fauront tout facrlfier a la na- 
tion fouveraine, et dans Ies cir.conAances Ies plus graves, environ- 
n6s de perils et d*orages^ confidcreront toujours la liberie, ledevotr. 
ct jamais la vie. 

Ce n'eft point icl une raort vulgaire. Les fun^ralUes doivcnt 
porter un caractere particulier. Que la fuperAition s'abbaiffe dc- 
vant la religion de la liberie ? Qiie les images vraiment faintes, 
vraiment folemnelles parlent aux coeurs attendris. 

Que le corps de notre vertueuK collegue, d6couvert a tous les 
yeux, laiiTe voirfablefliire mortelle? 

Qu'une infcription retrace avec une energique iimplicite, le 
glorieux motif de fa mort ! 

Qge le fer paricide, facrifie par le fang d*un patriote, etincelle 
a nmre vue comme un t6inoignage des fureurs de la tyrannie et de 
fi» Vila adorateuA f ^ 
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He was a native of Paris, and a £itber of the 
$ratoryj a religious fraternity, which, that rf Port 
Ro}ral alone exceptea, became the moft celebrated of 
all the ordcirs, in the hiftory of French literature. 

Billaud had made himfelf acquainted with the 
fcience of politicks long before the pericxl of the re- 
solution, and when that event occurred, he was already 
the author of a great many publications on that febjedt- 

Two of his works deferve particular mention* 
The firft is entitled — ^^ Patriotick ideas on a na* 
tional education ;" it was printed in the year 1790 9 
the fecond-^** L*Acephocratie, or a federative go* 
vcrnment the beft for a large empire." 

In one of thefe Billaud endeavours to prove, t^^t 
the religious orders ought to be intrufted with the 
education of youth; and in the other, that federalifm 
was the propereft government for France. This 

was the fame Billaud who became, two or three years 

,^^^ — X ; ._^- 

qge Ifs ▼Semens enfattglam€t frap^nt let regards des dtoyens \ 
Q^'ils prononcenc d*avance centre raiTaflin de la patrie. On verra 
marcher devant nous Timage de la libert6y feu| objet des hommages 
r6pubiicainS9 et les bannieres de la deciaratk>Ji dt$ droits, Ibndemcnt 
facr^ des conftitutions populaires* 

Le gfoie da Dtvid animera ces ibibles elquifleSi pandit que le 
g6nie de Goflep, fera r^tentlr les Tons de cett« barmoBie lugubre et 
toucbante, qui cara^^rife une mort triomplAlc* Ainfi Michel le 
Pelletier, accompagn^ de fes vertus, entoure de ft famille en pleun» 
au milieu de la convention uationaky du itonfell, ex6cutif> des ad- 
miniftrateurs et des jogeSy d^pofitairos de la loi, s'avancera vers le 
Pantheon Francois, ou la recoimpiflance nationale a fixe fa place. 
C*eil la que nous depoferons les relies de notre cftimaUe Collegue $^ 
c*efl El, cit^yensy que nous deportrons les iatales preventions qui 
nous divifent^ . &Cf " 

R r after* 
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after, the moft inveterate enemy of both monks and 
federalifts"! 

i 

Our ex-friar, who left the cloifler foon after 
the decrees of the National Aflembly had pro- 
duced the firft reform in the ccclefiaftical policy of 
France, difcovered a marked predifpofition to for-" 
ward the fuccefs of the revolution. He was one o£ 
the patriots who aflembled in the Champ de Marsy 
on the famous 28th of July 179 1, and he narrowly 
cfcaped Wirtg killed by the foldiers, conducted thither 
by M. La Fayette. 

The 1 0th of Auguft may perhaps be confidered 
as the moft awful event in the hiftory of the French 
revplution. We do not find, however, that all the 
particulars of that day are as yet difclofed, One^f the 
moft important occurrences, was the fudden change 
which took place in the government of Paris. The : 
fedions of the capital, influenced by the'more vio- 
lent patriots, in three hours tin^e difmifled the old. 
municipal officers^ who were flow in their exertions, 
and replaced them by aftive and energetick men.-^ 
It was this new municipality' that overturned the 
throne. 

.Billaud de Varennes had been one of the moft 
a6live in efFeding the change; it was natural enough 
therefore that he ftiould be included among the re- 
volutionary magiftrates. 

While in this fituation, he was accufed of being 
one of the promoters of the maflacres of the 2d and 
3d of September. It was even reported, that the 
whole bufmefs was conduced by him, in conjun(3:ipn 

with 
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with Talllen, fecrctary of the commune5 and Mehee, 
firft clerk in the fame office. This horrid, deed is 
ftill Involved in darkrtefs ; but the gUilt of the ex-. 
monk is more than equivocal. 

While a member of the National Convention, he 
perched himfelf on the very top of the mountain, 
and was'called "a terrorift," and a "drinker of 
human blood," by the moderate party. Of courfe, 
he foon' became a member of the Committee of Pub- 
lick Safety, and one of the decemvirs. 

• So much has been already faid about his colleagues^ 
Robefpierre, St. Juft, Barrcre, &c. that it would be 
fuperfluous to enter into further details. A par- 
ticular faft is, however, deferving' of notice. Billaud 
never loved Robefpierre, from the moment that the 
lattfer had thrown out fome hints of his intention to 
fSperfede ' the fittings pf the National Convention, 
in order to enable the committee to adl with lefs re- 
fptonfibility ; and more efpecially fince he had ufurped 
a diftatorial authority-over the ccijimittee itfelt 

' It fs but little aftonifliihg, therefore, that this de- 
puty fliould have contributed to the gth Thermidor. 
It was he, indeed, who furnilhed his colleagues with 
the moft convincing proofs of the execrable tyranny 
of Robefpierre, and thus mduced them to get rid of 
that monfter. * 

" No (boner, however, was the one deprived of powerV 
than the other was expofed to every fort of contumely. 
Epigrams, lampoons, reproaches, accufatiorjs, multi- 
plied againft him on all fides j and urilefs' cine had 
been in Pajis, during the autumn of 1794, and the 
R r 2 winter 
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winter of 1795, it is impoffible to conceivt im idea 
of the infults to which he was (ubje£te4. He was 
called by no pthcr name than " U Ugre de Vurett'* 
i»«i'* and the " heart of Billaud/' was convcrtetj 
into a proverb of reproach, ^ 

The journal entitled, " VOraUur iu feupU^* 
belonging to the reprefentative Freron» completed 
the ruin of Billaud, and became the caufe of all his 
fubfequent misfortunes. It yt^s reported in Paris^ 
among the beft informed people, that M. Duflault, 
the celebrated tranflator of Juvenal} and now the 
iian of the national inftitute, was then conductor of 
that journal % and that he was afiuated by a perfonal 
«nimofity againft Billaud. 

Be this as it may, the latter was at hft aecuM 
along with Barrere and Co)Iot> and a commiffion of . 
twelve members appointed to examine their conduA. 

This commiffion proceeded very flowlyi and two 
months pafled away before any report W9$ delivered 
in. 

71)e condu£t of Billaud, during this emergency, 
was quite difFerent from that of bis two colleagues^ 
Whilft they employed the whole weight of their 
talents and intereft to oppofe the ftream, he beheld 
the conteft with' the moft Angular indifference. At 
}afl:, on the famous 12th Germinal, no regard being 
paid to the conftitutional laws, they were all three 
condemned to be tranfported to Cayenne, without 
any previous trial. 

Billaud^ who had fpoke but little during the 
whole of the profccution> in the courfc of that fitting 

indulged 
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indulged himfelf in a fally, whicfhi whfle* ft atoned 
for his paft filence, affords no bad fpedmeri of the 
Mvelinefe of his countrymen. No fooner* was the 
fentence of tranfportation read, than turning to the 
prefident of the Convention r 

« Jlhns^ prefident /** faid he^ •« a la hngui il 
n*y rejiera que la fonnette ♦•** 

The three deputies were immediately fent to 
Rochefort, in order to eaabark for the place of their 
exile ; but as no opportunity of a ipeedy conveyance 
occurred, they were confined in prifon. 

Soon after this, an injunction was iffued to the 
criminal department of Saintonge, to try them for 
treafon j and laftly, to complete the feries of irre^ 
gularities, they were once more ordered to be trani^ 
ported. In the^raean time Barrtrre was lucky enougb 
to make his efcape, but Billaud and Collot were 
fent off in September 1795. 

Billaud de Varcnnes, like Anacharfis ClootSy fighcd 
for the liberty and regeneration of all Europe. He was 
a ftrenucus protector of ihe foreign patriots refiding 
in Pans. He kept iip a regular correfpondcnce whh the 
Belgian, Dutch, German, and Italian refirgees^ Some 
Genoefe- and Piemontefe gentlemen, who had been 
forced to fly from their native country, were'employe* 
by him in the principality of Oneglia, and othci* 
countries, conquered from the king of Sardinia:, fintrri 
the year 1793. But he was averfe thatahyof thenf 



I 



♦ Proceed, prefident ! in a ihort time, nothing; will Be feft'hcre 
but your belL 

Rr 3 'ftiould 
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fliould ienre in the Frendi armies. ^^ It is un- 
worthy of a great natim,'' fiud he» *^ to employ fo«- 
rei|iier« to confolidate her liberty; nor is it political 
that the deftiniea of France fliould be committed to 
&em who were not born Frenchmen.'* 

Billaud is now about fifty years of agC) and, in 
refpe^ito his perfon^ is remarkable for nothing but 
bis long -black hair, a circumftance not forgotten by 
the Parifian^mii/argirir;, who converted ^ La crmiere 
noire de BSlaud de Varennes^ into a fiircafm. 



QOUPIt-PRBFEITN, 

Was born at Argenteaa, a finall town rn the depart-* 
ment of L'Orne, and, like the greater part of the 
:^unders of the reptiblick, was brought up to the 
bar. He had acquired bi^t little celebrity, however, 
and perhaps would never have been known, had not 
the revolution opened the gates of the temple of 
Fame, and Goupil entered along with the crowd* 

In the aflemblies of the bailllages, Goup>l diftin- 
gui(be4 h^mfelf above all the other eledoi» by a de- 
gree of publipk fpirit, whid\ was then quite nove^ 
j^id which obtained for him the name of a Democrat^ » 
He, however, procured h9 Inconfiderable degree o^ 
fM^uIarity, by inveighing againft the nobles and the 
clergy; and he fucceeded fo well in his plans, that 
both he and his fon-ln-lawy M. de Courmeuil, a 
bwyer alfo^ w^re elected members of the Confti* 
tuent Aflembly. 

-There 
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There Goupil firft ma^ himfelf known by ieve- 
ral bold motions, which the members of the cSti 
gaucbi were inclined to fupport, but which they did 
not da^e to make themfelves. 

During the firft legiflature there was a kind of po« 
litical fociety called Bonche de Fer (the IronM outh) 
which met-in the middle of the enclorure of the Pa- 
laii Royal. Goupil, and Fauchet the conftitutional 
Bifliop of Calvados, Wete the founders of this club, 
and at appointed times delivered piiblick \tSt%ut^ 
with a view to prepare the minds of the people for 
the meafures intended to be adapted in the National 
AiTembly. Indeed, there was hardly a fingle motion 
iipf confequence brought forward in the conftituent 
legiflature, which was not either made or vigouroufly 
iiippKsrted by Goopil. • / 

During the Robefpiefrean tyrani^y he > was oUiged 
to conceal himfelf on ^^coxxnt of his reputed wealth : 
it was then criminal to be rich. 

Goupil was returned to the National Convention 
in 1795- 

In Frudidor laft, his name was inferted in the roll 
of profcriptions, and was not erafed until the next 
day: nay, even llnce that memorable period, it ha$ 
been included once more in the lift of emigrants^ 
either through miftake or injuftice, and it was a<*-» 
tually with (bme difficulty that he procUicd it to be 
again refcinded. 

Goufnl is more than fixjy years old, and ratbei 
Ihoi^^ in ftature; his' face is animated; hk elocution 
eafy, and he is extremely bold in his opinions^ In the 

middle 
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middle of a fpeecfa, he will take a phral filled with 
wine from his pocket, after emptying of which, he 
continues his oration with renewed vigour and iin 
creafed energy. 



TOLNEY. 

This is a name formidable to prieftcraft, tyrannjr, 
and fuperftition : for all thefe have been unveiled and 
laid open by him, not with a rude and ignorant—- 
for that they could have furviVed— but with aikil* 
ful and fciehtifick hand, which,. >like the heroes of 
Homer, has infllded the deadly blow in the precife 
ipot where it was moft likely to prove mortal. 

In his youth, M. Volney was a great traveller, 
and it may be faid cf him, as of Ulyffcs,— 
«< Multorem videt Urbes ct Hominum." 

In 1784 he wrote, and in 1787 publiflied, his firft 
work, entitled " Voyage en Syrie." He was em- 
ployed on the celebrated traft, which has already 
palTed through many editions in French, and two in 
Englifti,— " Les Ruines, ou Meditations fur les Re- 
volutions des En\pires,'* when a revolution occurred 
in his own country, which in a manner embodied his 
ideas, and gave to his imaginary reforms " a local 
habiration and a name." This great work was pub- 
Kftied in Auguft 179I) and, being admirably calcu* 
latcd for the peculiar fituation of his compatriots, 
although the idea had been firft conceived in 1784, 
it was u-niver(aily read and praifed. 

8 There 
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There is fomethiitg fublime in his invocation, and 
indeed thf oughout the whole book : 

^ O tombeauxl que vous pofs^des de vertusi 
Vous epouvantex Us tyrans ; veus empolfonnez d*unf 
terreur fecrete leurs jouiflances impi^s; ils fuient 
votre incorruptible afpe£t,.et les laches poctent Ida 
de vous Torgueil de leurs palais. Vous punifles 
Topprefleur puifTaiit} vous raviilez Tor aii concuffioiw 
naire avare, et yous v^ngez le foible qu'il a d6- 
pouille } vous compcnfez les privations dcs pauvres 
en fletriffiint de foucis le Bifte du richci vo«s oonfolez 
le malheureux, en luvoiFrant un diernier afyle; enfin^ 
vous donneii a Tasie ce }v&c iquiUbre de force et de 
fenfibilite, qui conftitue 1% ftgeflC) la fcience de la 
tie." . 

Chap. XV« entided t^ Sig^t Nlmviau^ is pecii* 
liarly interefting, and the dialogue between tlit 
people and the privikgfd orders is juniverfally al- 
lowed to be a mafter-^piecC) even by tbofe who dif* 
approve the doArine it inculcaM. Heie follows a 
fpecimen: 

Li PiupU, 
. ^ Et quel travail exefciez^vous dans notre fs^ 

la Claffk difiimguh, 
^< Aiicun: nous ne fonunes pas faita pour tra- 
vailler." 

Lc Peuple. 
*^ Comment avez«vous done acquis ces ricfaeiles V* 
La Claffi diJiinguU* 
; ^ En prenant la peine de vous gouverner*** 

L€ 
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Le Piuple. 

• Quoi f voila ce que vous appelez gauvemer ? 

nous fatlguoHs ct voxxsjouiffez \ nous prdduifim ct 

Tous diffip€%. Lcs ricfaei&s vienncnt de nous, et vous 

]es abforbez •••••• Homme s dijfinguezj dafle qui 

n'etex pas le -peuple, formez une nation a part, et 
{ouvernez-vous vous-mcmes." '- , 

Les Pretret. j 

.** On n*eft ici bas que pour fouffrir.** * j 

Le Feuple. \ 

•* Montrese^nous Tcxcmple." 
Les Pfetres. 
•* Vivez-YOus (ans d^ux et fens rois ? ■ ' 

Le Peuple. 
•* Nous voulons vivre fans tyrans." 
• t Et alors le petit groupe dit: *' N^us femmjts per^ 
dui; la multitude eft eclair ie !'* 

In 1 789, M, Volney was appointed one of the de- 
puties to the States-^General, afterwards better known 
undcr*tbe name of the National Affemhly^^ixA' it vnvSk 
be confcfled, that neither ancient nor modern times 
has ever prefented an inilance of fo many men of 
talents met together to deliberate on the fate of an 
empire, and to prefcribe a new deftiny, not to their 
native country only, but perhaps to mankind, 

Volney purchafed large eftates, and refided fome 
'time in Cbrfica; but he (bon found that country ^s 
little profitable to individuals as it had been to na- 
tions, for it was a burden to, and nearJy proved the 
deftrudign of Genoa;. France prefer ved her domi- 
nion 



y Google 



. -'' In >5i,89, M. Volney w^ appointed one ofdie de- 

1 puties to the S tates-General, afterwards better known 

V tinder the name of the National Affemhly^ and it muft 

/be confefFed, that neither lancient nor modem times 

< has ever prefented an inftance of fo many men of 

^^ talents met together to d^Iiberi^te on the fate of an 

*£mpire> and to prefcfibe a new deftiny, not to their 

kiative country bnty^ but perhaps to mankind. 

i Volney purchafcd large eftates, and refided fome 

/ time in CoirTica ; but he foon found that country ^ as 

\ little p^fitable to individuals as it had be^n to na« 

\ tion% for it was a burden to, and nearly p rove j'^^ fe^ 

^^'^el^uftiojaofGenoa.; France prefer v cjhe^womnMOT 

over it, at an enormous expence, and to England it 

has been a fource of ruin, vexation, and disgrace. 

When the National Convention looked around in 
order to feledl: the ableft inftru<9:ors for the Normal 
&ch0ol^ the author of the Ruins was immediateljf 
pitched upon as profeiTor of hiftory, and I have now 
before me a work by him^ in this capacity, entitled^ 
jlnalyfe du Cours tTHiJIoire du Citoyen Folmy^ pro^ 
feffiur a FEcole Normale. 
. One anecdote refpefting this man ought not tQ 
be forgotten, as pofterity will hereafter be incline^ 
to dwell on the facrifice made during an age termed 
venalj by the inhabitant of a country generally con- 
fidered as vain. It is well known that a great North* 
ern Princefs, while fhe kept whole nations in themoffc 
humiliating bondage, and became, in refpe£): to the 
human race, a ** defaulter of unaccounted millions," 
endeavoured to attach men of letters to her intereft, 

and 
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mi mnkt lear litng aftd genius the accefiaffes of her 
numerous crimes. The mafiacres of Ifonael and 
Praga ftand in need of extenuation, «id thele SLtsd 
illany odier foul fpote have been attempted to be ex« 
tingtfiAted in ablaze of hSkltiCfUtsglwy ! 

For tJMS'jWMJlpofe, her Imperial Majefty wiflled" to 
Jnhjidi%i writers of celebrity, by means of pendons^ 
and prefents, and, among others, Vdtiey r^cei^ed a- 
moft' fuperb medallion, on the reverfe of ^idi- ap- 
peared an eqaeflrian figure' of tfie* Csiar Peter die? 
Qreat, trampling on the fnakes oiemf and re^renge* ^ 

It was no d^ubt flattering to ^y6ve(\g malH) and jm 
writer juft rifing into efteem^ to be ichu8^coutttcnan€c<t 
by Catharine IL But as he cCttld Itc€ca)^tllfetewid)r• 
his confcience, no' fooner had the Emprtffi^ de<$ki^ed. 
herfeif inimicail to tits French revoTotion) than he 
i^tismad the prefent to her ambafla^iv accoini^ansHt 
by a note, ill which he ftatedy " that a Giti«en of re^ 
generated frznt^ tovSd not reeeain any thing i^pptt^ 
uAnmg to die ehemy of his conrttry !'* 

Yolney was lately in America^ where he lived in^ 
great intimacy with Wafhington, and all the eefe^ . 
brkted men of (fhat continent. Th^ cfiemfesf of peace 
afeid of liberty rejoiced to fee him and Prieftley entei^ 
fte lifl^, and prepare far ba«tte : but they wer«f dil^ 
afcppointed f for, after bunking a lanc4 in the ttmrnr 
of th^ combatdit«s iilf t&« middle ages, lhe|f )MfiedU 
sNdj w^bdrew from the tournaai^nt* 
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CRITICAL OPINIONS 

OP THE FIRST VOLUME OF THESE 

ANECDOTES. 



Wi 



E have only to pbferve on the prefent volume, 
that it is generally written with an elegance and 
" vivacity of ftyle which are peculiarly pleafing ; that 
** the Anecdotes are mingled with many judicious and 
** fenfible reflexions ; that the politics are free, but 
" temperate ; that the eftimate of charafters is appa* 
** rently . impartial ; and that it abounds with the 
** moll interetting and entertaining matter. About a 
*' hundred and thirty charadlers are iketched in thig 
** popular volume, and a very ufefiil chart is prefixed 
*' of the profcriptions of parties in France from that 
«' of the Briflbtines in June, 1793, to that of the 
-*' Royalifts in September, 1797," 

Anedytical He*vie<w,No*v, lygj, p, d^6g» 
" This very amufing . colledbion of original Anec- 
" dotes has anticipated by its fale the neceflity of our 
*' tardy approbation; it will fuffice if we feled feme . 
** paflages, that are charafteriftic of the fpirit of the 
«« work, and c^f fuch men as are likely to preferve a 
^* perpetual importance after the foam of the fievolu- 
" tion (hall have fubfided." 

Monthly Rewenvy Dec. I797>/. 365. 
M;We can promife to our readers, whatever their 
** political principles may be, confiderable amuftment 
'* and information from this volume, which contains 
f anecdotes of above one hundred and thirty of the 
** moft eminent perfons who have ** ftrutted and fret- 
** ted their day" upon ^he grand theatre of French 
'' politics. The author appears to have taken great 
** pains to colled materials from the beft fources.** 
Critical Rgvie^^Maj, 1798,/. I20. 



yGooQle 



gl 



-?*^ 



ERRATA. 
Page. line. 

19 28 For therri) read it. 

43 ft6 for adherent, rca4 adhercots. 

24. 23 ricie comma after the word feldom. 

25 31 dele the word le, 

— 31 r^ la peiAe la pips fevere. 
a7 22 for parts, read parries. 

40 9 fW indiflblable, read indiflblublc. 
'46 15 to/ affcmblc, read aflemblee." 
58 5* for Plcbian, read Plebe'iai). 
78 24 for par, re<td pas. ^ 

85 25 Cor decifion, lead divifion. 

86 6 for facrifiedi read facrificcd. 

— N. B. Dele the two laft lines in the life of Vilatc, and 
in their room read, « He preferved his life for a con- 
fi(?erable time by accuGng his coadjutors, but was exccut- 
ed at length with the fanguinary public acufer, the 
judj^es and eleven jurymen, viz. on the 17th -of Flo- 
reaf, the 3d year of the Republic (or 8th of May, 
1795, of our calander)." 

104 16 f.T earring, read carrying. 
106 13 after the word fcntcnce, put a femicolon. 
ill 21 for Baricre, read Ban ere. 
izi 24 for athlctetick, read athletic. 
J43 27 for 1792, read 1791. 
168 18 for parted, read we fet out. 
^-i-. 19 fpr i^e ^artcd^ read wr fct out, 
185 25 for cmply, read employ:. 
233 20 after the word accompanied, read them, 
244. 1 1 for Lord Kf pplc, read Lard Kcppcl.< 
254 8 for vows, lead pra>tr3. 
265 24 for \vh-ihcr, read whitfjer. 
283 13 for Clavieie*, read Ciavierr.'. 
484 12 for Claviers, read Ciavierre. 
354- I ^"^ ^'^^' I^rucz.dcr, read i8th Fruaidor. 
" 362 17 for Rurviont^ rejid Duniont. 

3^9 26 t3r 2d Germinal, vtpcl 12th of Germinal. 
399 29 for B:»riuilcr.- rt-ad l>ar.i:lion. 
4*1) 'S.I for hydog!„;,hy, read hydrography. 
420 6 for Vuy ac Dro.^.ty ic.:'! Puy de Dtme, 
440 5 tor peHh, le iU p«i:iU-. 
443 17 for opeate, read < -jet ate. 

454 9' ^^^ t^vening of th^ execution, read evening before the exc- 
tlon. • 



DIIIECTIONS TQ THE BINDER. 

♦ ne i>^^' binder ivill olfer^oe, that there <jjHI l-e a fined 
omiljto>i '.f the pngc- from 175 to iSa, and from 247 /-c 252. 
The cvic-MfifotftiifaatiTt title, ^nd the map puga (pbrjitetbe 
Contents. 
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